. . * 
1 Fd - * 
1 - 4 | * 
THE „ 


PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER: 


0. 
H 1 T. © & 1 


KOCEE DINGS any DEBA T ES 


o f THz 
HOUSE o or COMMONS 
, OF 


I '® = L A N D, 


The Six TH SESSION of the FouR TH PaRLIAMENT 
in the Reign of his PpRRESENT MajEs Tr, 


Which met at DusLix on the 5th of FrsauAar, and ended 
the 25th of Mar, 1789. 


* 


* — 


VOL. IX. 


D U BÞ 4&4 41 KN: 


PamTzd By P. BYRNE, No. 108, GrAFTON-STREET, 
Any W. PORTER, No. 12, SxinxER-xow. 


M,DCC,XC, 


* 


* 


"ts 


* 


© 


5 T H K 
o 


| / + 5 
OF THE 


L. 


KNIHrs, CITIZENS, and BUR ESS Es, 
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* 
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WITH THE 


PLACES THEY REPRESEN T. 


: 


— __ 


AnTrim CounTy. (10) Borough of Armagh. 
ON. Hercules Rowley. Henry Meredyth, Eſq; 


Right Hon. John O'Neill. George Rawſon, Eſq; 
Borough of Charlemont. 


Bereugh of Antrim. Sir Anneſley Stewart, Bart 
Hon. Wm. John Skeffington. Right ou. Hows Grattan. 
Hon. Chicheſter Skeffington. 
Borough of Belfaſt. CARRICKFERGUS CounTyY and 
Hon. Henry Skeffington. TowN. (2) 
Hon. Joſeph Hewitt. Conway Richard Dobbs, Eſq; 
Borough of Liſburne. Ezekiel Davys Wilſon, Eſq; 
William Sharman, Eſq; 
William Todd Jones, Eſq; CaTuERLOGH CounTY. (6) 
Borough of Randalſiown. William Burton, Eſq; 
Michael Smith, Eſq; Sir Richard Butler, Bart. 
m | Borough of Catherlagh. 
| 2 6 Sir John Browne, Bart. 
Anntacu CounTY. (6) Sir Charles Defvocux, Bart. 
Right Hon. William Brownlow, Borough of Old Leigblin. 
William Richardſon, of Rich-hill, | Hon. Arthur Acheſon. ” 
LICE N | | Edward Leſlie, Eſq; 


? 


John Thomas Foſter, Eſq; 


Charles O'Neill, Eſq; 


„ II E MB ERS OF THE 


Cavan CovxTy. (6) | 


Charles Steuart, Eſq; 
Francis Saunderſon, Eſq; 
Bo of Belturbet. 
Right Hon. Sir Sketington Smyth, 
Bart. 'I J 
Right Hon. David Latouche. 4) 
Borougb of Cavan. 
Thomas Neſbitt, Eſqz | 
Right Hon. Henry Theophilus Cle- 
ments. | 


CLaxz CounTr. (4) 
Sir Hugh Dillon Maſſey, Bart. 
Edward Fitzgerald, Eſq; 


Boreurb of Ennis. " 
Steuart Weldon, Eſc; 


1 


Coax Coon. (26) 


James Bernard, Eſq; 
Hon, Robert King, commonly called 
Lord Viſcount Kingſborough. 


Brrough of Baltimore. 
Hon. Arthur Gore, commonly called 
Lord Viſcount Sudlex. 
Richard Longfield, Eſq; 


Bormgh of Bandonbridge. 
Francis Bernard, Eſq; 
Lodge NMorres, Eſq; 


Borough of | Caftlemartyr. 
Broderick Chinnery, Eſq; 
Henry Cox, Eſq; 


Bormgh of Charleville. 
Rogerſon Cotter, Eſq; 
Richard St. George, Eſq; 


Borough of Cloghnikilty, 
Thomas Adderley, Eſq; 


City of Cori. 
Right Hon. ]. Hely Hutchinſon. 
Auguſtus Warren, Eſq; 


Borough of Doneraile, 
James Chatterton, Eſq; 
John Harriſon, Eſq; 
Dorn of Finſale. 
James Kearney, Efq; 
Cromwell Price, Eſq; 


"ws of Mallow. 


Denham Jephſon, Eſq; 
Sir James Laurence Cotter, Bart. 


Borougb of Midaleton. 
Colon Fee Pigott. 
Arthur Dawſon, Eſq; 

Borough of Ratheormuck. 
Charles Francis Sheridan, Eſq; 
Right Hon. Thomas Orde. 


Town of 7 rughal, 
Robert Uniacke, Eſq; 
James Uniacke, Eiq; 


Dowzcar CotnTyY. (12) 


Alexander Montgomery, : 

Henry Vaughan Brooke, Eq; 
Borough of Ballyſpannon. 

William Ogilvie, Eſq; 

Sir Michael Cromie, Bart. 


Borough of Donegall. 
Henry Hatton, Eſq; 


Sir John Freke, Bart. 


Borough of Killsbeg rs. 
Right Hon. Wm. Conyngham. 
William Colville, Eſq; 


Borcugb of Lifford. 
Hon. Abraham Creighton. 
Sir Nicholas Lawleſs, Bart. 


Borough of St. John ſtoꝛun. 
Hon. Robert Howard. 
Hon. William Forward. 


I” 


Down/ CounTy. 


(14) 
Right Hon. Arthur Hill, commonly 
called Lord Viſcount Kilwarlin. 

Hon. Edward Ward. 


Borough of Bangor. 


Edward Hunt, Eſq; 


Richard Magenis, Eſq; 


Borough of Downpatrick, 
Clotworthy Rowley, Eſq; 
Andrew Caldwell, Eſq; 


Borough of Hillſtorough. 
Wilkam Montgomery, Eſq; 
Robert Johnſon, Eſq; 


Borough of K iltlyl:agh. 
Sir John Blackwood, Bart, 
James Stevenſon Blackwood, Eſq; 
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Colonel Mervyn Archdall. 
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Borough of Newry. 
Robert Roſs, Eſq; 
Iſaac Corry, Eſq; 

Borough of Newtown. 


Sir Wm. Evans Ryves Morres, Bart. 
Henry Alexander, Eſq; 


DrocurDa County ad Town. 
(2) 
Henry Meade Ogle, Eſq; 
John Forbes, Eſq; 
DuBLin CovunTy. 


(ro) 


Right Hon. Luke Gardiner. 
Sir Edw. Newenham, Knight. 


City of Dublin. 
Travers Hartley, Eſq; 
Nathaniel Warren, Efq; 


Univerſity of Duallin. 
Laurence Parſons, Eſq; 
Arthur Browne, Eſq; 


Borough of Ne ucaſtle. 
John La Touche, Eſq; 
Thomas Whaley, Eſq; 


Borough of Swords. 
Charles Cobbe, Eſq; 
John Hatch, Eſq; 


FERMANAGH CouNTY. (4) 


Hon. Arthur Cole Hamilton. 


Borough of Enniſeillen. 
John Mc. Clintock, Eſq; 
James Stewart, of Fort Stewart, Eſq; 


GaLway Couxrr. (8) 


Right Hon. Denis Daly, 


Wm. Power Keating Trench, Eſq; 


Town of Atbenry. 
John Blakeney, Eſq; 
"Theophilus Blakeney, Eſq; 


Town of Galway. 
Denis Bowes Daly, Eſq; 
Anthony Daly, Eſq; 


Borough of Tuam. 
Robert Day, Eſq; 


Right Hon. Sir Lucius O'Brien, Bt. 
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KrRRY County. (3) 
Sir Barry Denny, Bart. 


Richard Townſend Herbert, Eſq; 


' Borough of Ardfert. 
Sir Frederick Flood, Bart. 
John Tydd, Efq; 


Borough of Dingl*» Tcauch. 
Richard Boyle Townſend, Eſq; 
John Townſend, Eſq; 


Borough of Tralee. 
Sir William Godfrey, Bart. 
James Carique Ponſonby, Eſq; 


(x0) 
Right Hon. Lord Charles Fitzgerald. 
John Wolfe, Eſq; 


Forough of Atby. 
Lord Edw. Fitzgerald. 
T. Burgh, of Bert, Eſq; 
Borough of Harriſtorun. 


Sir Fitzgerald Aylmer, Bart. 
Thomas Burgh, of Oldtown, Eſq; 
Borough of Kildare. 
Right Hon. Lord Henry Fitzgerald. 
Simon Digby, Eſq; 
Borough of Naas. 
Hon. John Bourke „ commonly called 
Lord Viſcount Naas. 
Sir Richard Gorges Meredyth, Bart. 


Kirxenny CounTy. (16) 
Right Hon. W. Brabazon Ponſonby. 


KILD ARE CounTEy. 


Barough of Callan. 
George Agar, Eſq; 
John Bourke O' Flaherty, Eſq; 


Borough of St. Canice, alias Tri- 
toon. 
Hon. Richard Anneſley. 
Right Hon. John Monck Maſon. 


Borough of Inniſlioge. 
| George Ponſonby, Eſq, 


John Uſher, Eſq; 


Borough of Gororan. 


George Dunbar, Eſq; 


George Burdett, Eſq; 


City of Kilkenny. 
Hon. William Cuffe. 
John Butler, Eiq; 


* MEMBERS OF THE 


Borough of Fi nochtopher. 
Sir Hercules Langriſhe, Bart. 
Robert Langriſhe, E; 
Borough of Thomaſtown. 
Patrick Welch, Eſq; 
George Bunbury, Eſq 


King's CounTyY. (6) 
Sir William Parſons, Bart. 
John Lloyd, Eſq; 


Bor ough of Banagber 
Peter Holmes, Eſq; 


Borough of Philipflown. 
— Toler, Eſq; 
nry Cope, Eſq; 


Lrir aim CounTy. (6) 


Peter La Touche, Eſq; 
John Gore, Eſq; 

Borough of Carrick. 
Right Hon. 'Thomas Pelham. 
Edward King, Eſq; 


Borough of Fameſtowon. 


Sir Francis Hutchinſon, Bart. 
Henry Bruen, Eſq; 


Limerick CounTyY. (8) 


Sir Henry Hartſtonge, Bart. 
Richard Oliver, Eſq; | 
Borough of Aſteyton. 
Sir Joſeph Hoare, Bart. 
Borough of Kilmallect. 
Right Hon. John Fitzgibbon. 
John Armitrong, Eſq; 
(City of Limerick. 
= Prendergaſt Smyth, Eſq; 
dmund Henry Pery, Eſq; 


LonponDerry CounTyY. (8) 


Right Hon. Thomas Conolly, 
Right Hon. Edward Cary. 
Borough of Coleraine. 
Right Hon. Richard Jackſon. 
Arthur Wolfe, Eſq; | 


— 


| City of Londonderry. 
Sir Hugh Hill, Bart. 
James Alexander, Eſq; 


Borough of Newtown Limavad). 
John Staples, Eſq; 
John Richardſon, Eſq; 


LoxGrorD CounTy. (10) 


Laur. Harman Harman, Eſq; 
Henry Gore, Eſq; 8 
Borough of Granard. 

Robert Jephſon, Eſq; 

George William Molyneux, Eſq; 
Borough of Laneſborough. 

Robert Dillon, Eſq; 

Cornelius Bolton, Eſq; - 


Borough of Long ford. 
Hon. Thomas Packenham. 
Henry Stewart, Eſq; 5 
Borough of St. Fobnſtown. 
Sir Thomas Fetherſton, Bart. 
Sir Nicholas Colthurſt, Bart. 


LovTu County. (10) 


the Hon. Houſe of Commons. 
Thomas James Forteſcue, Eſq; 


Borough of Ardee. 
Charles Ruxton, Eſq; 
William Ruxton, Eſq; 


Borough of Carling ford. 
Right Hon. Sir John Blzquiere, K. B. 
Thomas Coghlan, Eſq; 
Borough of Dundall. 
Right Hon. Robert Jocelyn, com- 


monly called Lord Viſc. Jocelyn. 
Hon. George Jocelyn. 


by Borough of Dunleer. 


| John William Foſter, Eſq; 
Henry Coddington, Eſq; 


| Mayo CounTy. (4) 


N 
Right Hon. James Cuffe. 
Hon. Denis Browne. 


Borough of Caſtlebar. 
Hon. James Browne. 
Thomas Warren, Eſq; 


Right Hon. John Foſter, Speaker of 
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HOUSE OF 


MeaTn Couxrr. (14) 


Right Hon. Hercules Langford Row- 
icy. 
Gorges Lowther, Eſq; 


Borough of Athboy. | 
Hugh Howard, Eſq; 
Thomas Bligh, Eſqz+ 


Borough of Dulzet. 
Andrew Ram, Eſq; 
Abel Ram, Eſqʒ; 


Borough of Fells. 
Hon. Thomas Taylor, commonly 
called Lord Viſc. Headford. 
Hon. Hercules Langford Taylor. 


Borough of Navan, 
John Preſton, Eſq; 
Joſeph Preſton, Eſqʒ 


Borough of Ratoath. 


: John Metge, Eſq; 


Alex. Hamilton, Eſq; 


Borough of Trim, 
Right Hon. Lieutenant-General John 
Pomeroy. 


Hon. Wm. Weſley Pole. 


MoNnacnan CounTY. (4) 
Charies Powell Leſlie, Eſq; 
John Montgomery, Eſq; 

Borough of Monaghan. 


bert Cuninghame. 


Right Hon. Theophilus Jones. 


Queen's County. (83) 


Right Hoa. Sir John Parnell, Bart. 
John Warburton, Eſq; 


Borough of Ballynakill. 
John Egan, Eſq; 
John Moore, Eſq; 


Borough of Maryborough, 
Charles Henry Coote, Eſq; 
Frederick Trench, Eſq; 


Borouzh of Portarlington. 
Sir Boyle Roche, Bart. 
Robert Hobart, Eſq; 


RoscomMmon CounTy. (8) 


Arthur French, Efq; 
Sir Edward Crofton, Bart. 


COMMONS. vis 


Borough of Boyle. 


Right Hon. Henry King. 
Robert Boyd, Eſq; 


Borough of Roſcommon. 
Captain George Sandford, 
Maurice Copinger, Eſq; 

' Borough of Tulſt. 
James Fitzgerald, Eſq; 
Hugh Crofton, Eſq; 


81100 County. (4). 
Charles O'Hara, Eſq; 
Owen Wynne, Eſq; 


Borough of Sligo. 
Robert Wynne, Eſq; 
Thomas Dawſon, Eſq; 


TIPPERARY CounTy. (3) 


Henry Prittie, Eſq; 
Daniel Toler, Eſq; 
City of Caſpel. 

Richard Pennefather, Eſqʒ 
William Pennefather, Eſq; 

Borough of Clonmell. 
Hon. William Moore. 
>tephen. Moore, Eſq; 


Borough of Fetbard. 


Thomas Barton, Eſq; 
Right Hon. Licutenant-General Ro- 


Daniel Gahan, Eſq; 
TyRONE CounTY. (10) 


James Stewart, of Killymoon, Eſq 
Nat. Moutgomery Moore, Eſq; 


Borough of Augher. 
Sir William Richardſon, Bart. 


| -amuel Hayes, of Drumboe Caſtle, 


Eſq; 26 
City of Clogher, 
Sackville Hamilton, Eſq; 
John Francis Cradock, Eſq; * 
Borough of Dungannon. 


| Hon. Thomas Knox, 
Lorenzo Moore, Eſq; _ 


Borough of Strabane. 
Hon, Henry Pomeroy. 


| Sir John Stuart I Bart. 


i MEMBERS, cc. 


WATERFORD Couxrv. 
Right Hen. Jobs Beresford. 
Sir James May, Bart. 

Borough of Dungarvas. 
Marcus Beresford, Eſq; 
Godfrey Greene, Eſq; 


Borough of Liſmore. 


(10) 


Right Hon. Sir Henry Cavendiſh, 
Bart 


Sir Richard Muſgrave, Bart. 
Borough of Tallagh. 

Colonel Hugh Cane. 

John Hobſon, Eſq; 


of Waterford. 
Alcock, Eſq; - 
Robert Shapland Carew, Eſq; 


WESTMEATH County. (10) 


Hon. Robert Rochfort. 
William Smyth, Eſq; 
Borough of Athlone. 


Sr Richard St. George, Bart, 
William Handcock, Efq; 


Borough of Fore. , 
Hon. Geo. Frederick Nugent, com- 
monly called Lord Viſcount Del- 


John Philpot Curran, Eſq; 

; ner of Mullingar. 
is Hardy, Elg; 
Doyle, Eſq; . 


WezexrorD CounTy. (18) 

Right Hon. George Ogle. 

Veſey Colclough, Eſq; 
Borough of Bannew. 

Henry Loftus, Eſq; . 

Nich. Loftus Tottenham, Eſq 


} 


| 


1 
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Borough of Chamines. 


| Charles Tottenham, of Roſs, Eſq; 
Captain Thomas Loftus. 


. Borough of Enniſcorthy. 
Mountiford Longfield, 
Conway Heatly, Eſq; OP 

.. . of Fethard. 


Ponſonby Tottenham, Eſaz 
Ephraim Carroll, Eſq; 
Stephen Ram, Eſq; 
Major Richard Vowell. 
Town of New-Roſe. 

Charles Tottenham, of Ballycurry, 

Eſq; 
Robert Leigh, Eſq; - 


Borough of 'Taghmon. 


Hon. John Hely Hutchinſon. 
Robert Stubber, Eſq; 


DToron of Wes 

Richard Neville, Eſq; 

Francis Leigh, Eſq; 
WicxLow County. 


(10) 
Nicholas Weſtby, Eſq; 


| Hon. John Stratford. 


Borough of Baltinglaſs. 
Warden Flood, Eſq; 
Sir John Allen Iohnſon, Bart. 
Borough of Bleſſington. 
John Reilly, Eſq; 
Sir Richard Johnſon, Bart. 
Borough of Carysfort. 

Sir Thomas Oſborne, Bart. 
Right Hon. Alleyne Fitzherbert. 
Ferough of Widklow. 

Edward Tighe, Eſq; 
Samuel Hayes, of Avondale, Efq; 
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Tuvsspar, Frnrvary 5, 1789. 


Tu E Houſe * met, 8 to the laſt prorogation, 
the following meſſage was brought from his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant by the Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod: 


„Mr. Speaker, 


& It is his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that this 
Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers.“ 


The Speaker, with the Houſe, went up to attend his Excel- 
lency ; and being returned, the Speaker reported that the Houſe 
had attended his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant in the Houſe 
of Peers, where his Excellency was pleaſed to make a ſpeech to, 
both Houſes of Parliament, of which, the Speaker ſaid, to pre- 
vent miſtakes, he had obtained a copy; which he read to the 


Houſe, and it was afterwards read by the Clerk at the table, 
and 1s as follows : 


„My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" With the deepeſt concern I find myſelf obliged, on opening 
the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, to communicate to you the pain- 


ful information, that his Majelty has been for ſome time afflicted 
Vor. IX. B 
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by a ſevere malady, in conſequence of which he has not honoured 
me with his commands upon the meaſures to be recommended to 
his Parliament. | 

& J have directed ſuch documents as I have received reſpect- 
ing his Majeſty's health to be laid before you, and I ſhall alfo 
communicate to you, ſo ſoon as I ſhall be enabled, ſuch further 
information as may aſſiſt your deliberations on that melancholy 
ſubject. : 

0 Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

% Deeming it at all times my indiſpenſable duty to call your 
attention to the ſecurity of the public credit, and to the mainte- 
nance of the civil and military eftabliſhments, I have ordered the 
public accounts to be laid before you. 


& My Lords and Gentlemen, 

& Tt is unneceſſary for me to expreſs to you my earneſt wiſhes 
for the welfare and proſperity of Ireland, which in every fituation 
I ſhall always be anxious to promote. Nor need I declare my 
confidence in that affectionate attachment to his Majeſty, and in 
that zealous concern for the united intereſts of both kingdoms, 
which have manifeſted themſelves in all your proceedings.“ 


Lord KILIwARLIx ſaid he roſe with very great reluQance, to 
_ treſpaſs upon the Houſe in adverting to the diftreſsful ſituation 
of a revered and beloved Sovereign—a ſituation which every 
good man throughout the empire muſt deplore, but which muſt, 
in an eminent degree, affect the ſubjects of this kingdom, who 
have been peculiarly bleſſed during his reign, who have received 
ſuch privileges, advantages, and other marks of his royal favour, 
as muſt excite their gratitude, and for ever confirm their love to 
the beſt of Sovereigns. 8 
He obſerved, that the preſent ſeſſion opened under circum- 
ſtances of very great difficulty and embarraſſment, and therefore 
gentlemen were in a more forcible manner called upon to exert 
themſelves, in promoting ſuch means as ſhould be thought neceſ- 
ſary for the ſecurity and welfare of the country. It had been 
uſual for the Chief Governor, in his ſpeech on the opening of the 
ſeſſion, to {tate the heads of the principal meaſures which Govern- 
ment deemed neceſſary for the country to purſue ; but it mult be 
obvious that, circumſtanced as Government is at this day, no ſuch 
outline could be given. There was, however, one meaſure, in 
which he doubted not a general concurrence, from the high opi- 
nion which all men entertained of our preſent excellent Chief 
Governor, and he would therefore move, „That an addreſs, of 
thanks be preſented to his Excellency the Marquis of Bucking- 
ham, for the ſpeech this day delivered by him from the throne,” 
and he truſted the motion would mect unanimous approbation. 


Mr. Takxch ſaid he alle to ſecond the motion. He ſaid he 
could not without the deepeſt diſtreſs refle& on the fituation of 
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that great and amiable Monarch, whoſe public and private virtues 
had rendered him the object of univerſal love and veneration ; ſo 
good a Monarch, ſo good a man, reduced to the moſt deplorable 
ſtate of miſery, while it gave a melancholy proof of the inſtability 
of human greatneſs, called loudly upon them to exert themſelves to 
prevent, as much as poſſible, the country ſuffering injury through 
the ſuſpenſion of that paternal regard which he had always ſhewn. 

Under the circumſtance of peculiar difficulty in which the kings 
dom now ſtood, the ſpeech from the throne, he conſidered as cal- 
culated to eonciliate the minds of all men; it breathed nothing 
but the pureſt intentions towards the public good ; and he had, 
therefore, very great pleaſure in ſeconding the addreſs of thanks 
to a Chief Governor whoſe adminiſtration was generally ap- 
proved, . 


It was then reſolved that an addreſs of thanks be preſented to 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, for his ſpeech from the 
throne, and that a committee be appointed to prepare the ſame. 


The Houſe then proceeded to appoint the ſeveral ſtanding come 
mittees; which being done, ſeveral papers relative to the public 
accounts were, by the proper officers, preſented at the bar.—A 
ſhort coverſation then took place, relative to the documents men- 
tioned in the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech. 


Mr. FitzneaBErtT ſaid, the documents mentioned were the 
atteſted copies of the examinations and reports of the King's phy- 
ſicians, taken before the Britiſh Privy Council, and before Com- 
mittees of the Britiſh Parliament. If any other evidence ſhould 
be thought neceſſary by gentlemen, he could have no objection to 
its being produced; but for his own part, he knew of no other 
mode of information that could be adopted. 


Mr. Gzorxct Poxsonsy deſired to know, whether the reports 
and examinations, which the right hon. gentleman had ſpoken of, 
were ſigned by the Clerks of the Britiſh Houſes of Parliament? 


The anſwer could not be heard, being prevented by a violert 
noiſe in the gallery ; but from what followed it may be conjec- 
tured, it was in the affirmative. 


The Honourable Denis Browxe immediately ſaid, that 
he could not think the examinations or reports of phyſicians 
taken before the Britiſh Parliament, or Britiſh Privy Council, 
fit evidence to be admitted here. In a caſe of ſuch high im- 
portance as the preſent, the repreſentatives of the people ought 
to proceed with caution, and a due regard to the dignity of 
the nation. The Parliament of England had ſet the example of 
caution, and a due regard to their own dignity ; for they had 
refuſed to accept, as evidence, the examinations taken before their 
own Privy Council—a — which every Member had been 

» % 2 
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ſummoned—With what regard to decorum then could the Iriſh 
nation proceed upon what could be deemed little better than hear- 
ſay evidence? 


Mr. Groxcr Poxsoxzu ſaid, the laſt honourable gentleman 
had miſtaken his meaning, if he ſuppoſed he doubted the reports 
authenticated by the clerks of the Britiſh Parliament ; on the 
"contrary, he was ready to receive them as perfectly good evidence, 


It was ordered, that the Serjeant at Arms attending the Houſe, 
do from time to time take into his cuſtody any ſtranger or ſtran- 
gers that he ſhall ſee or be informed of to be in the Houſe or gal- 

lery, while the Houſe or any committee of the whole Houſe, 
or the committee of privileges, 1s ſitting. 


Fripay, FrBruary 6, 1789. 


Lord Kit.warLin reported from the committee appointed to 
draw up an addreſs of thanks to his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, for his ſpeech to both Houſes of Parliament, that 
they had drawn up the following: which he read in his place, 
and afterwards delivered in at the table. 


To his Excellency Gzoxce Grexvirte NucexrT TrmerLe, 
Marquis of BuckxixnG6ham, Lord Lieutenant General, and 
General Governor of Ireland : | 


The humble Appxess of the Kxicurs, Citizens, and Bun- 
GESSES, in Parliament aſſembled. 


& May it pleaſe your Excellency, 

“ We, his Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Com- 
mons of Ireland, in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return 
your Excellency our moſt humble thanks for your excellent 
ſpeech from the throne. 

We cannot adequately expreſs the poignancy of our ſorrow, 
in being informed by your Excellency that his Majeſty has been 
for ſome time afflicted with a ſevere malady, in conſequence of 
which your Excellency has not received his royal commands upon 
the meaſures to be recommended to his Parliament, 

We return your Excellency our fincere thanks (however we 
mult lament the neceſſity of ſuch a circumitance) for ordering 
the communication of ſuch documents as you have received re- 
ſpecting his Majeſty's health, as well as for your intention of lay- 
ing before us ſuch further information as may aſſiſt our delibera- 
tions on that melancholy ſubject. 5 

Nor can we withhold our tribute of acknowledgment to your 
Excellency for pointing our attention to the ſupport of our public 
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credit, and the maintenance of the civil and military eſtabliſn- 
ments, as well as for your ſolicitude to prepare us for thoſe ſub- 
jects, by ordering the public accounts to be laid before us. On 
theſe great objects of general importance we ſhall endeavour to 
act with a becoming care of the national intereſts, and the honour 
of his Majeſty's crown. 

„% We are duly impreſſed with a lively ard grateful ſenſe of 
the earneſt wiſhes that your Excellency is pleaſed to expreſs for 
the welfare and proſperity cf Ireland, which you have been always 
anxious to promote; and we flatter ourſelves that his Majeity's 
moſt faithful Commons will be found to merit the favourable 
opinion which your Excellency entertains of them, by manifeſt- 
ing, under the preſſure of the preſent calamity, the moſt genuine 
and cordial loyolty and attachment to their beloved monarch, and 
the moſt zealous regard for the united and common intereſts of 


both his kingdoms,” 


Mr. Passoxs ſaid that he did not wiſh to add to the embar- 
raſſment that prevailed, nor did he ſuppoſe that on the preſent 
occaſion the Lord Lieutenant acted contrary to what he might 
be perſuaded was for the benefit of the kingdom ; but he thought 
it his duty to ſpeak out, and therefore he would fay, that he had 
his doubts whether the Marquis of Buckingham, either by the 
law of the land, or by his commiſſion from the King, was autho- 
rized to meet Parhament yeſterday, He knew that it might 
be thought a diſgraceful thing to ſuppoſe they were not a Parlia- 
ment regularly convened and endowed with ſuitable functions, 
and that it was a buſineſs which might be better diſcuſſed by gen- 
tlemen who were accuſtomed to treat legal ſubjects, but he 
would ſtate his reaſons, which were very ſhort. The Lord Lieu- 
tenant was reſtrained from calling a Parliament two ways; one 
was by the law of Poynings; the other was, by his commiſſion 
from the King. It is clear, ſaid he, that if the Lord Lieutenant 
ſhould be empowered by the King's commiſſion to call a Parlia- 
ment, ſtill the law of Poynings' would be in oppoſition. By this 
law there are two reſtriCtions impoſed upon the Lord Lieutenant; 
the firlt is, that no Parliament can be called until certain bills are 
certified into Great Britain under the great ſeal; the next is a 
licence under the great ſeal for holding Parliaments ; here a 
diſtinction aroſe, which it might be neceſſary to conſider ; that 
was, whether by the word Parliament was meant a ſeſſion of Par- 
liament, or a new Parliament, and he believed that it meant a 
ſeſſion, and in ſupport of his opinion, he quoted Coke's fourth 
Inſtitute, where it is declared that every ſeſſion is a complete 
Parliament ; and Sir Matthew Hale ſpeaks almoſt in the very 
{ame words, and all the books he had read concurred in the idea. 
The act of Edward III. provided that a Parliament ſhould be 
held in England every year; this was conſtrued to mean a 
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ſeſſion. Why ſhould not the ſame conſtruction prevail here ?— 
He adduced the act introduced in 1782 by Mr. Yelverton, which 
retains the laſt reſtriction he had mentioned, namely, it ſays 
5 provided always, that no Parliament ſhall be holden or pro- 
rogued in this kingdom without licenſe from his Majeſty, his heirs 
or ſucceſſors,” therefore it muſt mean a ſeſſion, for if it was a 
new Parliament it would be merely a dead letter, coming into 
poſſible action but once in eight years; the King's conſent was 
of courſe neceſſary—it was not had: and the queſtion was 
whether a commiſſion if granted would empower his Excellency 
to act as he had done in ſuſpending the faculties of Parliament. 


For all theſe reaſons be thought they were a Convention and not 
a Parhament. 


The firſt and ſecond paragraphs were then put, and paſſed 
unanimouſly, | 


On the third paragraph being read, 


Mr. GraTTANn deſired to know what the documents were 
that the paragraph alluded to. | 


Mr. Fitz#trnErT replied, the copies of the examinations 
and reports of the phyſicians attending his Majeſty, taken before 
the Privy Council and Parliament of England; they were the only . 
documents he had to offer, but he did not by any means ſtate 


them as ſufficient for the Houſe to found its proceedings upon. 


Mr. GzaTTAn deſired to know what further documents were 
intended. | 


Mr. FirzHERBERT ſaid he thought the aber to that queſ- 
tion would come better at a future day. 


Mr. GzaTTan faid that the object of his queſtion was to 
diſcover whether any other evidence relative to his Majeſty's 
health than that which had been laid before the Houſes on the 
other ſide the water, was expected? For his part he was clear 
that the phyſicians report who attended his Sovereign, as ſolemnly 
given and properly certified, was complete and concluſive evidence; 
but the Houſe ſhould not wait for his Excellency's report of 


theſe tranſactions, for if they did, it would appear to the world 
as if the meaſure of another aſſembly was to be the rule of their 
conduct. He had a high veneration for ſuch reſpectable autho- 


rity, but he ſpurned the idea of inſolent dictation; the firſt was 
evidence, the laſt control; and was the Houſe to wait for it 
they would act with groſs imp ropriety; for the pretence of ſuch 
a form being neceſſary was deſigned to cut out the free agency of 


the Iriſh Parliament ; it was meant as the ground for wanton de- 


Tay. If you act, ſaid he, with as much expedition as decency and 


1789.) nA 7 


propriety will admit, then you diſcharge your duty to the conſti- 
tution and the people; if you acquieſce in the procraſtination, 
you will be accuſed of a ſervile ſubmiſſion at once injurious and 
improper. He ſaid he thought this paragraph in the addreſs an 
inſidious way of plunging Parliament into a delay which they 
ought certainly to avoid; undoubtedly the Houſe ought to have 
the beſt evidence, and what better could they expect than a copy 
of what the phyſicians who attended his Majeſty had depoſed in 
their examinations, once before the Privy Council, once before 
the Houſe of Lords, and twice before the Houſe of Commons 
this was certainly the beſt evidence which the peremptory nature 
of the caſe would admit; and though he would willingly look to 
the conduc of England upon this great occaſion, yet, as he had 
ſaid before, it was not with an eye of ſervile acquieſcence. Ire- 
land waits not for a leſſon from Britain, nor for a model whereby 
to frame her proceedings. They ought to call for the evidence he 
had ſtated, they ought to conſider it, and if in a few days it 
ſhould appear that his Majeſty was incapacitated, then it would 
be neceſſary for ſome reſolutions to be propoſed, to give life and 
animation to the executive government. 


Mr. Ggirrirz ſaid he was extremely concerned to find that 
he differed in opinion on a material point with the right honour- 
able gentleman who ſpoke laſt, for whoſe political ſentiments he 
entertained the higheſt reſpect. The right honourable gentle- 
man had ſaid he deemed the reports of the two Houſes of Par- 
liament in England full and ſufficient documents for that Houſe 
to proceed upon, in the weighty and important buſineſs of pro- 
viding for the deficiency in the third eſtate. For his part, he 
entertained a very different opinion, and he thought it highly 
derogatory to the dignity of that Houſe, and to the independence 
of Ireland, to receive any reports from the Parliament or Privy 
Council of another country, on a ſubje& which related to the 
rights of the King of Ireland. Such a conduct would be highly 
undignified, and the precedent which it would eſtabliſh would 
undermine the very foundations of our independence. Precedent 
was the law of Parliament, and if reports ſent from the Privy 
Council and Parliaments of another country were admitted as 
ſufficient documents for the Houſe to proceed upon, in the choice 
of a Regent, on what ſubject could they be refuſed? For what 
ſubje of equal importance with the preſent could ever come be- 
fore the iriſh Parliament? It was more than probable, he ſaid, 
that circumſtances might ariſe in the very progreſs of his Majeſ- 
ty's diſorder that would evince the folly and danger of eſtabliſh- 
ing ſuch a precedent, Suppoſe a partial and imperfect recovery 
in the health of our beloved Sovereign, and that thoſe who call 
themſelves his friends ſhould attempt to place the ſceptre in his 
hands, ſhould Ireland be included in this moſt important of all 
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ſubjects, by the report of a junto, formed in an Engliſh Privy 


Council, or by the reports of committees of Britiſh Parliaments, 
aQing, perhaps, under certain influence, or on party principles ! 
He ſaid that this precedent, once eſtabliſhed, would be turned to 
our diſadvantage on every occaſion on which we had any inter- 
courſe with England, and inſtanced what the conſequences of it 
would be, in caſe of a commercial arrangement with that coun- 
try. He ſaid that the laws of the land did not permit a common 
freehold to be diſpoſed of with ſo little ceremony as we were about 
to diſpoſe of the Imperial Diadem of this country. If any man 
was deemed incapable of governing his eſtate, his heir at law 
could not take poſſeſſion of it until a jury of his peers, having 
examined him in perſon, were convinced of his incapacity. No 
reports of his phyſicians (though given on oath) would be deemed 
ſufficient evidence to deprive a ſubje& of his rights, and yet the 
copy of a copy of a report of parliamentary committees in 
another country was now thought good and ſufficient ground for 
dethroning the Monarch of theſe realms! He ſaid that he was 
as averſe to unneceſſary delay as any man could be, and there- 
fore cenſured in the ſtrongeſt manner the late illegal prorogation. 
He was impatient to ſee the third eſtate made again complete, 
with every power and ſplendour that belonged to the ſceptre ; 
but the dignity and independence of the Iriſh nation was to 
him a matter of infinitely more conſequence than any other con- 
ſideration, and therefore he had ſuggeſted his ſentiments on the ſub- 
ject of the documents which were tendered by the Lord Lieute- 
nant, and for the communication of which the paragraph in the 
addreſs thanked his Excellency ; he ſhould therefore give his ne- 
gative to the paragraph. Suppoſe, ſaid he, that his Majeſty had 
been taken ill in Hanover, would the Engliſh Parliament have 
been ſatisfied with the report of the Hanoverian phyſicians? No 
and yet England is not more independent of Hanover than 
Ireland is of England. They would have ſent a ſolemn embaſſy 
to examine into the ſituation of the King; and ought the people 
of Ireland to be leſs cautious in a proceeding of ſuch importance? 
He then adverted to the report itſelf, and ſaid, if in point of 
form it was admiſſible under any circumſtances, yet it was ſuch 
a jargon of contradiction, abſurdity and party- ſpirit, that it was 
not fit to be laid on the table of that Houſe. One phyſician 
ſaid that his Majeſty's diſorder had been cauſed by habits of 
body and mind for twenty-ſeven years paſt ; and this very phyſt- 
cian aſſured the committee, that he had in a great meaſure coun- 
teracted thoſe rooted habits in the courſe of fix hours, by the 
werful effects of medicine! Another phyſician grounds his 
opes of his Majeſty's recovery on the very habits of body and 
mind which the firſt phyſician declares to have been the cauſe 
of his diforder! In ſhort, nothing but a ſpirit of party is diſ- 
coverable in the report, which ſhould be printed in blue and buff, 
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or blue and red, according to the noted uniform of the fide on 
which each phyſician delivers his opinion. —He concluded with 
lamenting, that the gracious Sovereign of this country ſhould be 
made the ſport of party; and ſaid he ſhould give his negative to 
the paragraph thanking his Excellency for communicating docu- 
ments, which he thought it beneath the dignity of the Iriſh Par- 
liament to receive, He ſaid that he would content himſelf with 
having ſtated his opinton to the Houſe, and ſhould not make any 
motion in conſequence of it, unleſs called upon to do ſo, which 
he ſuppoſed would not be the caſe, as gentlemen were anxious to 


avoid delay. 


Lord Henry FirzGERALD requeſted the honourable gentle- 
man would inform him how any committee of the Houſe could 
obtain more certain knowledge of the King's health, than the 
report of the phyſicians afforded. 


Mr. Gz1rrith replied, that he could ſee no manner of diffi- 
culty in the matter. The Houſe might ſend a committee with 
an addreſs to the Queen, which would not fail to produce the 
information required. 2 

Mr. Browns (of the College) ſaid that he came into the 
Houſe extremely well diſpoſed to dilacerate the public character 
of the Viceroy ; but really it was now left in ſo miſerable and 
mangled a condition, that it would be ungenerous, and unmanly; 
co attack the ſmall fragment that remained. He could only now 
talk of what he intended to have done, which had been already 
anticipated by other aſſailants. He might have painted the ac- 
clamations with which the Adminiſtration began—the diſgrace 
with which it terminated—the declarations againſt jobbing—the 
actual jobbing that ſucceeded—jobbing in the cloſet—coertion in 
the offices—A little gnawing, corroding, venomous ſcrutiny, which 
eat its way into the hearts of ſome poor men, who had not ſtrength 
of body to bear violent accuſation, or ſtrength of mind enough 
to retort on greater offenders, which ſeemed to look out for crimes 
and forfeitures, as objects of prey, not of correction. He might 
have painted an economy, which inſtead of applying itſelf to 
great objects, ſuch as the penſion lift, police eſtabliſhment, or 
ſinecure offices, fell upon a few miſerable military taylors, and 
by depriving them of their little fire, in reality encreaſed, inſtead 
of diminiſhing, the expence of clothing the army. He might 
have dwelt on a prorogation of Parliament, prejudicial to the 
public buſineſs, and unneceſſary, except for the purpoſes of a 
faction. But all theſe, and more, had been ſo amply diſcuſſed 
by others, that he ſhould confine himſelf to a ſingle fact, of 
which he was ſtrongly aſſured, that 1500l. a year which had been 
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given to Lord Clanbraſſil, as a perſonal compenſation to him, for 
the ſuitors money in the court of Exchequer, at preſent paid 
into the National Bank, was to be continued to Mr. Grenville, 
who had now got the reverſion of that place of Lord Clanbraſſil's, 
without any reaſon, or even pretence, why it ſhould be continued 


beyond his lordſhip's life. 


The ATTorxey GENERAL ſaid if his right honourable friend's 
[Mr. Grattan] objection to the paragraph was founded on an 
opinion, that the paragraph in queſtion would be uſed for the 
purpoſes of delay, he pledged himſelf that there was no ſuch in- 
tention ; and if upon reading it any twitt of the human under- 
ſtanding could faſten ſuch a meaning on it, he would give it up. 

He could not avoid, he ſaid, condemning, in the ſevereſt man- 
ner, the hurry and precipitation with which gentlemen were de- 
ſirous of proceeding on the molt momentous occaſion that could 
poſſibly offer itſelf to the conſideration of Parliament; the Houſe 
was called upon to adopt meaſures with the moſt indecent haſte, 
they were called upon to diſſolve the ſingle tie that connected them 
with Great Britain, to dethrone the King to whom they had all 
ſworn allegiance : but he truſted no Iriſhman would attend to 
Sucha call. As yet no inconvenience had ariſen in the exerciſe 
of the regal authority in Ireland. —The authority of the Lord 
Lieutenant was complete in all caſes where the King's ſign ma- 
nual was not neceſſary ; wherever it is, the buſineſs muſt be ſuſ- 
pended till a Regent is appointed ; but that ſhould not be pro- 
ceeded-upon without due deliberation. 

He truſted his right honourable friend would do him the juſ- 
tice to believe, that he was totally free from any connection with 
any party in England; he aſſured him he ſhould find him as anx- 
ious to maintain the independence of Ireland, and as little in- 
clined to pay ſervile attention to the dictation of another coun- 
try, as he himſelf could be. He hoped the people of Ireland 
would judge and determine for themſelves, and that their judg- 
ment and determination would render for ever inſeparable the 
Crowns of the two kingdoms. | 


The paragraph was then put and paſſed unanimouſly, 
The laft paragraph of the addreſs being read, 


Mr. GzaTTaAN wiſhed that the Lord Licutenant had not been 
introduced into the addreſs. He ſaid the expences of the Mar- 
quis of Buckingham were accompanied with the moſt extraordi- 
nary profeſſions of œonOmy and cenſures on the conduct of the 
adminiſtration that immediately preceded him ; he had exclaimed 
againſt the penſions of the Duke of Rutland, a man acceſſible 
undoubtedly to applications, but the moſt diſintereſted man on 
earth, and one whoſe noble nature demanded ſome, but received 
no indulgence from the rigid principles or profeſſions of the Mar- 
* 8 
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quis of Buckingham : He. exclaimed againſt his penſions, and 
he confirmed them! he reſiſted motions made to diſallow ſome 
of them, and he finally agreed to a penſion for Mr. Orde, the 
Secretary of the Duke of Rutland's adminiſtration, whoſe ex- 
travagance was at once the object of his invective, and of his 
bounty ; he reſiſted this penſion, if report ſays true, and hav- 
ing ſhewn that it was againſt his confcience, he ſubmitted. Mr, 
Orde can never forgive the Marquis the charges made againſt the 
man he thought proper to reward ; the public will never for- 
give the penſion given to a man the Marquis thought proper to 
condemn. The penſion liſt, ſaid he, whoſe encreaſe the Mar- 
quis condemned, he had an 1 to reſtrain. A bill limit- 
ing the amount of penſions was propoſed by an honourable friend 
of mine, and was reſiſted by the Marquis of Buckingham; his 
Secretary was the perſon to oppoſe that bill, and to give a ſignal 
to the ſervants of the Crown to reſiſt it. He aſſigned his reaſon, 
viz. becauſe he thought his Excellency was entitled to the ſame 
confidence which had been repoſed in other Viceroys, that is, the 
confidence which the Marquis of Buckingham pathetically de- 
clared had been groſsly abuſed.— The police was another theme 
of his Excellency's indignation; he exclaimed, or has been ſaid 
to have exclaimed againſt the expence of that eftabliſhment, A 
committee was appointed to examine into its utility, and after a 
long and minute inveſtigation, diſcovered that the turbulence and 
corruption of the policemen, were at leaft equal to the extrava- 
gance of the eſtabliſhment. With this two-fold knowledge of 
its prodigality and its licentiouſneſs, he defended the police eſta- 
bliſhment, and reſiſted a meaſure to repeal that bill; defending in 
Parliament every meaſure againſt which he was ſuppoſed to have 
exhauſted his time in invective and inveſtigation, 

The Park eſtabliſhment was ſuppoſed alſo to have excited his 
indignation, A motion was made to difallow ſome of thoſe 
charges, and reſiſted by all the ſtrength of his government. He 
was on theſe ſubjects ſatisfied with a minute examination, a poor 
and paſſionate exclamation, and a miſerable acquieſcence. Some 
of theſe expences muſt have ſtopped, becauſe they were for fur- 
niture and improvement, and were not annual expence, but the 
principle remains; the country is open to the repetition of the 
charge, and the Marquis has only to take credit for the ceaſing 
of charges, which muſt for a time have ſtopped of themſelves, 
but which by his influence and reſiſtance in Parliament to moti- 
ons diſallowing them, may be renewed ;z but he not only continued 
the evil he found, he introduced a number; on the expences of 
his predeceſſor he introduced jobs of his own. He increaſed 
ſalaries in the departments, which he propoſed, and was ſaid to 
reform. He made by that increaſe certain places parliamentary 
objects, which before had not come into the ſphere of what is 
called parliamentary corruption, and greatly increaſed the in- 
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fluence of the Crown at the time he affected to reduce the ex- 
pence of the nation. The diſpoſition he made of ſome of thoſe 
offices was in favour of very worthy men. I won't ſay that one 
of them is not yet underplaced, but I do ſay that his office 
ought not to have been raifed to his merits, for his merits are his 
own, and of courſe during life; but the increafe is perpetual ; 
and the increaſe of ſalary will never want a pretence if this ar- 
gument is admitted. You will eaſily have that ſpecies of œcono- 
my, which does at leaſt as much miſchief as good, checks pecu- 
lation, and promotes undue influence. He did not confine hins- 
ſelf to the encreaſe of ſalaries; he projected, if fame ſays true, 
a number of new offices to be created for the accommodation of 
friends, at the puhlic expence, by dividing and ſplitting offices 
or boards under that worlt ſpecies of profuſion, the maſk of ceco- 
nomy, laying the foundation of new ſalat ies hereafter, and in- 
creaſing undue influence for the preſent. But there 1s one of his 
projects he has actually carried into execution—the revival of an 
obſolete office, the ſecond counſel to the commiſſioners; that 
office is the remnant of a wretched job, attempted eighteen 
years ago, and put down becauſe impracticable and improper. 
The divifion of the boards of cuſtom and exciſe for extending 
the undue influence of the Crown ; that meaſure was put down : 
but the ſecond counſel, a wretched remnant, was ſuffered for a 
time; and when the then counſel, Mr. Maunſel, died, his 
place alſo was diſcontinued. It thus remained on the eſtabliſh- 
ment an obſolete unoccupied office, until it has now been revived 
by the Marquis of Buckingham ; no doubt, it will be ſaid, for 
the purpoſe of ſaving. The officer is to be a great ſaving to the 
public; he is to be fed like the firſt counſel in the revenue. You 
are to have two counſel inſtead of one, to give opinions and 
to receive fees in all revenue proceedings; but this is to be a great 
faving. He 1s not at preſent to be conſulted in the framing of 
the money bills: but this is a private tranſaction; and this is a 
faving on whoſe duration I fear you can but little depend. 

J have ſtated particular inſtances of the expenſive genius of the 
Marquis of Buckingham in the management of the public money, 
and in the courſe of one year—the year in which even prodigal 
Lord Lieutenants impoſe on themſelves a reſerve, But theſe 
particular inſtances are principles, bad principles: the attempt 
to increaſe the number of offices is an attempt to increaſe corrup- 
tion - the man guilty of that attempt, is not pure. The revival of 
an obſolete uſeleſs office for a friend, is a bad principle; and if ac- 
companied with extraordinary prefeſſion of public parſimony, is a 
deteſtable principle—bypocriſy added to extravagance ! My 
great objection to the Marquis of Buckingham is not merely that 
he has been a jobber, but a jobber in a maſk:—my objection is 
not merely that his adminiſtration has been expenſive, but that his 
expences are accompanied with hypocriſy—it is the affectation of 


1789 ] 2 5 A TE» 13 


ceconomy, attended with a great deal of good, comfortable, ſub- 
ſtantial jobbing for himſelf and his friends. This leads to another 
meaſure of the Marquis of Buckingham, which is the leaſt cere- 
monious, and the moſt ſordid and ſcandalous act of ſelf. intereſt, at- 
tended with the ſacrifice of all public decorum; I mean the diſ- 
poſal of the reverſion of the place of the Chief Remembrancer to 
his brother —one of the beſt, if not the very beſt office in the 
kingdom, given in reverſion to an abſentee, with a great patron- 
age and a compenſation annexed. This moſt ſordid and ſhame- 
leſs act was committed exactly about the time when this kingdom 
was charged with great penſions for the bringing home, as it was 
termed, abſentee employments. This bringing home abſentee 
employments was a monſtrous job ; the kingdom paid the value 
of the employment, and perhaps more; ſhe paid the value of the 


tax alſo. The penſioner ſo paid was then ſuffcred to ſell both to 


a reſident, who was free from the tax ; he was then permitted ro 
ſubſtitute new and young lives in the place of his own, and then 
permitted to make a new account againſt the country, and to 
receive a further compenſation, which he was ſuffered in the ſame 
manner to diſpoſe of. In excuſe for this ſort of traffic we were 
told, that we are not buying places, but principles, the principle 
of confining the great employments of this country to reſidents ; 
a principle invaluable, we were told, to her pride and her intereſt. 
While we were thus buying back principles, and while the Mar- 
quis of Buckingham was profeſſing a diſintereſted regard for the 
proſperity of Ireland, in oppoſition to the principles and the pro- 
feſſions he diſpoſes of the beſt reverſion in Ireland to his own 
family ; the only family in the world that cannot, with decency, 
receive it, as he is the man in the world that cannot with 
decency diſpoſe of it to them. After this do not call Lord 
Buckingham diſintereſted; call him any thing elſe ; give him 
any appellation you pleaſe of ability or aCtivity, but do not call 
him a public reformer ; do not ridicule him by calling him a diſ- 
intereſted man. | 

Gentlemen have ſpoken about public inconſtancy, and have 
dwelled on the rapid turn of the public mind, in deſpiſing now 
what a year ago it ſeemed to idolize; but let thoſe gentlemen 
reflect a little. When a man in a high ſituation profeſſes to 
be a reformer ; when he exclaims againſt the profuſion and me- 
mory of his predeceiſor; when he teaches the people to deceive 
themſelves; enfeoffs himſelf to popularity ; ſhakes hands with 
the populace ;z when ſuch a man agrees to no one conſtitutional 
or economic bill; on the contrary, reſiſts motions for difallowing 


extravagance, and bills tending to ſecure the country againſt 


future extravagance, and ſets up his own temporary regulations, 
his own contingent ſavings, and caſual fractions of economy, 
in the place of laws; ſuch a man muſt ſpeedily forfeit the 
opinion of the public: but when the ſame man ſhall, to the 


* 
4 
*Q 
* 
F 


— 


14 PARLIAMENTARY Frs. 6. 


crime of omiſſion, add that of commiſſion, ſhall increaſe the ex- 

pences of which he complained on the principle which he affected 
to reprobate; multiply undue 'influence, and create or revive 
offices merely for private gratification ; and finally, ſhall attach 
the beſt office of the kingdom to his family, while he affects to 
attach the love of the public to his perſon : I fay ſuch a man 
cannot be ſurpriſed at the loſs of popularity; an event the na- 
tural conſequence, not of public inconftancy, but his own incon- 
fiſtency ; of his great profeſſions and his contingent ſavings—over- 
balanced by his jobbing—a teazing and minute induftry ending 
in one great principle of &conomy, and tarmſhed by attempts to 
increaſe the influence of corruption, and by a ſordid and inde- 
corous ſenſe of private intereſt. For theſe reaſons among other 
public ones which I could give, I enter my proteſtation againſt 
the Marquis of Buckingham. 


Mr. Mazox ſaid the right honourable gentleman had argued 
upon two facts which he ſuppoſed, but of which there was no 
manner of proof—the penſion granted to Mr. Orde, and the re- 
verſion to the brother of the Lord Lieutenant. He knew not 
of theſe circumſtances, conſequently would not argue on them ; 
but there was one circumſtance which the right honourable gen- 
tlemen had charged as an inftance of profuſion, which came 
within his knowledge, and which he knew to be an act of per- 
fe& ceconomy—the appointing a ſecond counſel to the commiſ- 
ſioners of revenue; for ſo great was the number of revenue cauſes 
to be tried, and in ſo many various parts of the kingdom, the 
expence of employing counſel not connected with the revenue, 
was become enormous. | 


The ArroxxzY General ſaid he maintained the ſame 
opinion with Mr. Maſon, that appointing the ſecond counſel to 
the commiſſioners was an act of economy, and of indiſpenſable 
neceflity:—For inftance, he ſaid, when one of the counſel was, 
perhaps, attending a trial in Derry, (a port which he would 
aſſure the Houſe till furniſhed ample matter for the attention of 
thoſe who watch over the revenue) the other might be doing 
. fimilar buſineſs in Cork; and the law buſineſs ariſing from the 
malt and tobacco duties was very much increaſed. . 


Mr. Borp ſpoke to the ſame effect. 


Mr. Coxav ſaid if what had been mentioned with regard to 
the increaſe of ſalaries had any alluſion to him, he was ready at 
any time to explain to the Houſe whatever regarded his ſituation 
in office, and he doubted not, the Houſe would be ſurpriſed to 
learn how much the ſalary had been increaſed ; he believed he 
ſhould at the ſame time be able to ſhew ſome ſavings to the pub- 


lic in his department, which would fully juſtify whatever alte- 
ration had been made; the intention of the alteration was to place 
the management in the hands of men who might be ſuppoſed 
above the little arts of plunder and peculation, which had before 
diſgraced that department, much to the public loſs. 

As to the extenſion of penſions, it was a practice he ever had 
oppoſed, and he would take the liberty to ſay, that oppoſition 
to that practice was one of the conditions under which he ac- 
cepted of office; but at the ſame time he could not ſee that the 
Marquis of Buckingham deſerved cenſure, becauſe a bill to limit 
penſions had been oppoſed in his adminiſtration, A majority of 
the Houſe, which had in a former ſeſſion voted againſt it, were 
pledged againſt it ſtill; therefore the defeat of the bill could not 

juſtly be attributed to him ; but though he was not able to carry 
| ſuch a bill, he acted conſonant to its principle, for he had not 
added one penſion to the liſt ; he muſt therefore give his aſſent 
to every compliment to the Marquis of Buckingham. He had 
the higheſt perſonal eſteeem for him, but he aſſured the Houſe that 
was not his incitement, it was the Lord Lieutenant's public con- 


duet; for he never would vote a public applauſe from a private 
attachment. 


The Soricrrox GENERAL ſaid the paragraph was ſcarcely 
a compliment at all; it was merely a cwil reply to a civil ſpeech. 
He concluded with obſerving, that ſomething had dropped in 
the debate which looked as if the Marquis of Buckingham had 
reflected on the meaſures and conduct of the Duke of Rutland, 
a ſuggeſtion which would naturally raiſe the reſentment of the 
numerous friends of that lamented nobleman ; but the fa& was 
otherwiſe ; generous minds muſt ever reſpe& and ſympathize 
with cach other, and accordingly the Marquis of Buckingham 


had been always known to ſpeak of the Duke of Rutland with 
the affection of a ſincere friend. 


Sir Joux BLaquiexE faid he could not fit and give a ſilent 
vote to the virtues and merits of our Chief Governor ; that as 
for the act of prorogation, he thought it unneceſſary and unjuſ- 
 tifiable ; for his part he was a man that viewed things with a 

ſteady eye, undazzled by the ſplendour of power. As to the 
Marquis of Buckingham's earneſt wiſhes for the welfare of Ire- 
land, he did not doubt them, and he was ſure that nothing could 
induce him to uſe ſo violent an outrage upon the conftitution as 
granting the reverſion of 4000]. a year to an abſentee, only that 
he happened to be his own brother; his ceconomy was not leſs 
conſpicuous in abridging the allowance of fuel granted to the 
poor ſoldiers ; this was an anxious regard for the country ; the 
ſaving from it was monſtrous ; that the moſt helpleſs men in the 
community, for ſuch he concluded were the ſoldiers, happened 
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to be ſufferers by it, was a matter of no conſequence ; nay al- 
though the allowance he had juſt mentioned, granted to a room, 
was not ſufficient for two men to boil their potatoes. As a proof 
of his attention to the conſtitution, he ſhould mention the cir- 
cumſtance of an officer having been tried by a civil court, and 
after his acquittal, by order of his Excellency, tried for the 
fame crime by a court martial {alluding to Colonel Campbell. } 
Another inſtance of his attachment to this country, was his hav- 
ing purchaſed the maſterſhip of an Hoſpital on the banks of the 
Liffey [ Royal Hoſpital] for half price; his reaſon was no doubt 
to ſerve the country, as no one elle would give them half ſo 
much ! Nor would the ſplendour of his character be tarniſhed by 
the purchaſe, as he bought it with his own money. But, ſaid 
he, to be ſerious, I do not think that the thanks of this Houſe 
ſhould be beftowed without merit. 'The great General Elliot 
told me in a converſation, that more than all his laurels he va- 
lued the thanks of the Commons, and ſo highly did he prize it, 
that he would leave it as a legacy to his children. I mention 
this to ſhew you, that the addreſs of this Houſe ſhould not be 
diſpoſed of ſlightly ; and I will ſuppoſe that an Engliſh faction 
would ſend over here as Viceroy, an imperious, reſerved, ſuper- 
cilious man; who poſſeſſed mean talents, but an abundant flock 
of ſelf-ſufficiency ; who, like the Perſian monarch, would hide 
his royalty to increaſe the veneration of the world; a man whoſe 
diſdainful meanneſs led him to be haughty to the humble, and 
humble to the ſtout; who had ſomething to gild his reſerve, 
which would never ſhine—who was ſo haughty and ſo arrogant— 


ſo hateful to the people of the other country as not to be able 


to procure the meaneſt office in the cabinet, and who, to be got 
rid of, was ſent away from being the peſt of his own country to 
be the ſcourge of this; I ſay if ſuch a character ſhall be ſent to 
domineer in Ireland, if I know the gentlemen about me, I do 
not think they would thank him. But I allude to no one. In 
the loſs of Lord Buckingham's adminiſtration I have only to 
regret, that it would take from the Houſe a very amiable mem- 
ber [Mr. Fitzherbert] to whoſe virtue I am happy to offer this 
tribute at the ſhrine of the public. 


Mr. Ptxy arraigned the conduct of the Lord Lieutenant, 
and aſſerted that his prorogat:on implied a diſtruſt in the prudence 
of the legiſlature. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExcCHEqQuiR ſupported the ad- 
dreſs, and reminded the Houſe, that all the objections which 
had been made, were either drawn from unproved aſſertions of 
paſt miſconduR, or ſuggeſtions and conjecture of future impro- 
priety ; but he could {peak from knowledge, and whenever the 
public accounts ſhould come under examination, the Houſe would 
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have ample proof of his Excellency's attention to economy. As 
to the revival of the office of ſecond counſel to the commiſſi- 
oners, it had been ſhewn to be neceſſary, and he ſhould do in- 
Juſtice to his right honourable friend at the head of the revenue 
board, if he did not declare his firm perſuation, that it never 
would be abuſed while he preſided in that department. 


Mr. Coors aſſured the Houſe that the ſoldiers had not been 
deprived of any part of their allowance of fuel. No alteration 
had been made but in correcting ſome abuſe in the charges and 
diſtribution of that article; and as to the manner in which the 
Marquis had ſpoken of the Duke of Rucland, he himſelf could 
teſtify that he had always been as warm in his praiſe, as any man 
in that Houſe would be for his moſt beloved friend. 


Mr. Cur rz ſaid he could confirm what the member who ſpoke 
laſt had ſaid relative to the fuel. | 


Sir Jonx BLaquizrs ſaid he inſiſted upon his point truth 
was on both ſides; formerly no deduction was made in a room 
for abſent men, by this regulation there was. 


Mr. GzaTTan ſaid he would propoſe the following amend- 
ment to the addreſs, after the words ** ſenſe of,” the words: 
« The many and numerous bleſſings this country has received during his 
Majeſly's reign, under the preſſure of preſent calamity, and ſhall manifeſt 
the moſt genuine and cordial loyalty and attachment to our beloved Sove- 
reign, and our moſt zealous regard for the united ftrength and com- 
mon intereſts of both kingdoms,” and to leave out part of the ori- 
ginal paragraph. 


Mr. SENIX ANT ToLer ſaid he was ſure there was not a gen- 
tleman in the Houſe that would object to the heartfelt amend- 
ment propoſed by the right honourable member, nor could it at 
all be deemed incompatible with the words in the original para- 
graph, which he thought but a juſt compliment to the Lord 
Lieutenant. The Houſe, he obſerved, for the laſt half hour, 
bad been in a very deſultory debate; but he thought it degrading 
to ſuffer gentlemen to vent their private reſentments; as to him- 
ſelf, he was one on whom the ſunſhine of the Viceroy's favour 
had not fallen very violently ; he had not been quite overwhelmed 
with his bounty, yet he ſhould think himſelf the moſt degraded 
of the human race, ſhould he catch at the preſent opportunity 
to vent an expreſſion of diſcontent. My right honourable friend, 
ſaid he, who I do not ſee. in his place [Sir John was now on 
the treaſury bench.] Oh! he has got a better place, I wiſh 
he may keep it ! My right honourable friend ſpoke like an old 
| ſoldier ; and certainly, on the article of fuel, did bring the Lord 


Lieutenant over the coals. As to bringing home great places, 
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and high offices, every man wiſhes to bring home a good place 
to himſelf; and I am ſure my right honourable friend would 
make an excellent Remembrancer. 


Mr. Georce PonsoNnsy ſaid he roſe to give his ſupport to 
the amendment. He thought it highly indecent for Admini- 
{tration to demand an addreſs to themſelves, when the incapacity 
of the Sovereign rendered it impoſſible to addreſs the throne, 
At preſent, ſaid he, we have no King, and it is a monſtrous in- 
decency to demand an addreſs till the third eſtate is ſupplied ; and 
it ſeems {till more ſtrange that they ſhonld demand an addreſs of 
approbation for their conduQt, before it is known what their con- 
duct will be upon the preſent preſſing emergency. 

Iis Majeſty, ſaid he, is voted by both Houſes of Parliament 
in England incapable of governing—they have proceeded to ap- 
point the Prince of Wales Regent, denying him certain powers. 
Now, it is not known that the Parliament of this country will 
limit his authority, nor is it known what part the Miniſtry here 
will take; but if contrary to the judgment of this Houſe and 
the wiſhes of the people they ſhould oppoſe him, then have they 
an addreſs from this Houſe, approving their conduct, to ſhew 
in their juſtification, | 


Colonel HonarTt.—T riſe to expreſs my ſurpriſe at the man- 
ner in which the amendment is ſupported. —The amendment is 
grounded on an aſſertion that Lord Buckingham oppoſed the 

penſion bill that he did not repeal the police act —that he has 
ſuffered penſions to be transferred and that he has agreed to the 
revival of the office of ſecond counſel to the commiſſioners ; now, 
if my memory docs not greatly fail me, the honourable gentle- 


man did aſſiſt in rejecting the penſion bill, did aſſiſt in promoting 


the police bill, and this night has very candidly approved of the 


additional counſel to the commillioners of revenue. 

Another objection to complimenting the Lord Lieutenant is, 
that he does not know how he will act on a ſubject not yet be- 
fore the Houſe ; that is, the Lord Licntenant has acted well in 
time palt, but as we do not know how he will act in time to 


come, we will not approve tlie good that has fallen within our 
oblcrvation. 


Mr. Georct Poxsoxsy replied. He aſſerted that nothing 


could be more injurious to the country than a bill to reſtrain pen- 
ſions, and pledged himſelf to prove the affertioa whenever that 
meaſure ſhould become the ſubject of debate. 


Mr. Hewitt ſupported the addreſs. 


Mr. Curran ſaid he oppofed the addreſs, as an addreſs of 
delay. He bewailed pathetically the public calamity of the 
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King's indiſpoſition; it was not, he ſaid, ſo welcome a tale to him 
as to call for any thanks to the meſſenger that brought it. If it 
be the fact, inſtead of thanks for communicating it now, it ſhould 
be reſented as an outrage upon us not to communicate it before. 
As to thanks for bis wiſhes for Ireland, it was a ſtrange time for 
the noble Marquis to call for it. He did not wiſh that an un- 
timely vote of panegyric ſhould mix with the voice of a people's 
lamentation ; it was a picture of general mourning, in which no 
man's vanity ought to be thruſt in as a figure: but if it was 
preſſed, what were his pretenſions? One gentleman [Mr. Boyd] 
had loſt hundreds a year by his arts, aad defended him on that 
ground.—Another [Mr. Corry] praiſed his economy for enereaſ- 


ed ſalaries in the ordnance. The economy of the noble lord 


was then to be proved only by public or by private loſſes. Ano- 
ther right honourable member [the Attorney General] had 
painted him as a man of uncouth manners, much addicted to 
vulgar arithmetic, therefore intitled to praiſe. But what had his 
calculations done ?—They had difcovered that a diſmounted 
trooper might be {tripped of his boots as a public ſaving ; or that 
a mutilated veteran might be plundered of half the pittance of 
his coals, as a ſtoppage for that wooden leg, which, perhaps, the 
humane Marquis might conſider as the molt proper fuel to keep 
others warm. 

But a learned gentleman [Mr. Wolfe] had defended the para- 
graph as in fact meaning nothing at all. He confeſſed he found the 
appeal to the compaſſion of the public ſtronger than that to their 
juſtice. He felt the reverſes of human fate. He remembered 
this very ſupplicant for a compliment, to which he pretended only 
becauſe it was no compliment, drawn into this city by the people 
harneſſed to his chariot, through ftreets blazing with illuminati- 
ons; and after more than a year's labour at computation, he has 
hazarded on a paragraph ſtating no one act of private or of pub- 
hc good—ſupported by no man that ſays he loves him—atteſted 
by no act that ſays he ought to be loved—defended not by an 
aſſertion of his merit, but an extenuation of his delinquency. 
The Houſe was degrading itſelf, he ſaid, if ſuch a conſideration 
could be a ſubje& of ſerious conſideration. 

As for his part he was but little averſe to accede to the ſenti- 
ment of an honourable friend, who obſerved that he was ſoon to 
leave us, and that it was harſh to refuſe him even a ſmaller civili- 
ty than every predeceſſor for a century had got. For his part he 
did not oppoſe his being borne away from us in the common hearſe 
of his predeceffors ; he did not wiſh to pluck a fingle faded plame 
from the canopy, nor a ſingle rag of velvet that might flutter on 
the pall. —Let us excuſe his manners if he could not help them. 
Let us paſs by a little peculation, fince, as an honourable mem- 
ber ſays, it is for his brother; and let us r<joice that his kindred 
were not more numerous. But J cannot agree with my learned 
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friend who defends the conduct of the noble lord on the preſent 
occaſion.— The Viceroy here, under a party that had taken a 
peculiar line in Great Britain, ſhould not have availed himſclf 
of his truſt to forward any of their meaſures. He ſhould have 
conſidered himſelf bound by duty and by delicacy to give the 
people the eariic{t notice of their ſituation, and to have religiouſly 
abſtained from any act that could add to the power of his party, 
or embarraſs any Adminiſtration that might ſucceed him; inſtead 
of that he abuſed his truit by proroguing the two Houſes, and 
had diſpoſed of every office that became vacant in the interval, 
beſides reviving others that had been dormant for years :—Yet 
the honourable member ſays he acted the part of a faithful ſteward. 
-—He faid he did not know what the honourable gentleman's idea 
of a good Reward was: he would tell him his: A good ſteward, 
if his maſter was viſited by infirmity or by death, would ſecure 
every article of his effects for his heir; he would enter into no 
conſpiracy with his tenants; he would remember his benefactor, 
and not forget his intereſt, He would alſo tell him his idea of a 
faithleſs, unprincipled ſteward: He would avail himſelf of the 
moment of family diſtraction; while the filial piety of the ſon. 
was attending the ſick bed of the father, or mourning over his 
grave, the faithleſs ſteward would turn the melancholy interval to 
his private profit; he would remember his intereſt, and forget 
his bene factor; he would endeavour to obliterate or conceal the 
title deeds; to prevent cabals among the tenants of the eſtate, 
he would load it with fictitious incumbrances; he would reduce 
it to a wreck, in order to leave the plundered heir no reſource 
from beggary, except continuing him in a truſt which he had 
been vile, enough to betray. He would not, he ſaid, appropriate 
either of their portraits to any man; he wiſhed earneſtly to 
God, that no man might be found in the community whoſe con- 
ſcience would acknowledge the reſemblance of the latter. 

He then reverted to the queſtion, which alone, he ſaid, called 
on their deliberations, The third eflate was {aid to be incapable 
of its functions ;—our firlt care, ſaid he, is to inquire inſtantly 
into the fact. Oddly as the documents appeared, he would not 
object to them. An honomable member objected to them as not 
authenticated by the Engliſh Houſes ; with him, he ſaid, it would 
be an objection if they had been oficred under any ſuch authority. 
The Commons act not by the ordinary rules of courts of law. 
The grand inquelt of the nation knows facts of its own know- 
ledge ; it contains its own evidence, and therefore it can admini— 


ſter no oath. Here the fact is fimple ; all England has atteſted. 


it; the Viceroy here has announced it; we have evidence of it 
on our table. We ought not to loſe a moment. A right honour- 
able member [The Attorney General] ſays we ought at leaſt to 
pay great attention to England, and do nothing raſhly or haſtily. 
A party then, he ſaid, had taken its line: Was it meant that we 
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were to be bound by any act of their two Houſes of Convention? 
Was it ſuppoſed that this country would adopt that line? He 
hoped the contrary. \* as it ter our honour or the good of the 
public, to hold us up as the partizans of a faction in Great Bri- 
tain ? It might be party there, but here it would have all the mean- 
neſs and abſurdity of faction. If the third eſtate had become 
incapable, what was our duty? When the natural protector of 
that eſtate was diſabled, it became our duty to guard its powers 
with the moſt ſcrupulous care; to put them into a way of being 
exc:ciſed in their full former vigour, unimpaired and undiminiſh- 
ed ; and for that purpoſe, it was our taſk to enquire whether the 
truſtee of them was appointed by any expreſs law, or whether, by 
any neceſſary inference from our conſtitution, and our inſeparable 
union with Great Britain, that truſtee was pointed out by any de- 
ſignation ſo clear and fo cogeut as could not be overlooked or re- 
ſiſted. This, he ſaid, was our duty to our conſtituents and the 
public, —While the powers of the third eſtate were ſuſpended, 


we were no Parliament, could make no law; we were not the 


A national depoſitary of thoſe powers; a fatality had thrown them 
1 on our mercy, and we were bound by every tie of political and 


2 conſtitutional faith not to aſſociate ourſelves with any cabal what - 
9 ſoever, to deſtroy or 1mpair them, but to reſtore them, with all 


"I practicable expedition, in their former ſtate, into the hands of 
3 their natural protector. If we did not that, we might aſſume on 
3 ourſelves to make a new conſtitution; but we ſhould deſtroy the 
8. old. But, he lid, we were called upon by an additional motive 


IH to diſpatch. Every man ſaw the change of public adminiſtration 
” | that was approaching. It has been delayed and oppoſed by a 
== . party in another kingdom. Upon what principle of wiſdom or 
7 jutiice can Ireland inliſt herſelf in that oppoſition ? On the con- 
trary, when it was obvious to every man what ought to be done, 
it was his duty to do it promptly, unreluctantly, cordially, and 
with confidence, that the governor and the people might not be 
divided by ſuſpicion and diſtruſt, but be cemented by mutual con- 
fidence and mutual affection. That thoſe who recommended a 
different ſyſtem to our imitation, ought not to overlook the diſ- 
trations it had occaſioned, nor to hazard, for any intereſt of 
theirs, the ariſing of ſuch diſtractions as might ruin this country. 
A right honourable baronet [The Chancellor of the Exchequer] 
argued for delay on the precedent of the revolution, and becauſe 
the caſe was of importance. As to the latter argument, if your 
friend that you love were in danger of being drowned, the caſe is 
important; will you therefore poſtpone your aſſiſtance? Here the 
conſtitution that you ought to love is truggling for its life : Does - 
ſuch an emergency as that call upon you for a diſpatch by which 
all may be ſaved, or a cold unfeeling delay by which all may be loſt ? 
At the revolution was there delay — Not a moment,—Yet 
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how did that caſe differ from ours in favour of delay There 
the powers to be conhded were unaſcertained, and the truſtee of 
them to be choſen, —Cau any man ſuppole either of theſe points 
unſettled in the preſent inſtance ? But gentlemen have adviſed to 
go on with the ordinary buſineſs. We cannot decently poſtpone 
the ſettlement of the conſtitution to any thing which, however 
important, muſt be of ſuch inferior moment. But the thing is 
impoſſible ; we cannot legiſlate ; we can only deliberate till the 
executive power is put into action. However, the fate of the 


public buſineſs is another and preſſing call on our diligence. On 


the 25th day of next month our army will be diſbanded, and our 
public credit at an end if the mutiny- bill and money-bills ſhall not 
be revived before that day. I do not think the pitiful compli- 
ment in the addreſs worthy of a debate, or a diviſion ; if any gen- 
tleman has a mind to ſtigmatize the object of it by a poor heredi- 
tary, unmeaning, unmerited panegyric, let it paſs ;—but I can- 
not conſent to delay that I think at once ſo dangerous and diſ- 
graceful. | 


Mr. WiLLiam Poxsoxsy ſaid, he was ſurpriſed how gentle- 
men could dwell upon little objects ſo long ; he thought they 
ought to diſmiſs them, and attend to matters of real importance, 
The wiſe and manly conduct which the Houſe ought immediate- 
ly to adopt, was to invelt the Prince of Wales, as Regent, with all 
the authority of the crown, fully and unlimitedly. 


Mr. S:cxtTary HAMiLrox faid he roſe to take notice of 


ſomething which had been {aid relative to the improvements in the 
Park, for the uſe of the Lord Lieutenant and his Secretaries. No 


man, he ſuppoſed, would imagine he intended to enter into a de- 


bate with the gentleman who made the animadverſion ; he knew 
his great abilities too well to be guilty of ſuch raſhnets; but he 
muſt obſerve to him, that the accommodations he poſſeſſed were 
provided by Parliament ; he had not taken any pains to obtain 


them. He would, however, obſerve, that country accommoda- 


tion for the Lord Lieutenant and his Secrctary, was not a new 
inſtitution ; the like had been eſtabliſhed ſo early as the reign of 
James the firſt. The habitation he held was but as an appendage to 
his office; every thing had been conducted with the utmoſt fru- 
gality there. He did not, however, wiſh to hold any thing con- 
trary to the opinon of his countrymen ; but while they approved, 
he would never be aſhamed of the poſſeſſion. 


Mr. Marcus BERESToRD ſaid he would be the laſt man to 
diſſent from the amendment; were he capable of acting ſo, he 
ſhould be guilty of the very inconſiſtency which he ſo much de- 
ſpiſed in others. He agreed with an honourable member, [Mr. 
Curran] that the adminiſtration of the Marquis of Buckingham 
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exhibited a ſtrong proof of the inſtability of human grandeur : 
But little more than a twelvemonth ago he was introduced with 
the plaudits of the nation and of the ſenate ; thoſe twelve months 
he had with the molt ſedulous attention employed himſelf for the 
benefit of the country, ceconomiling her expences, and improving 
her finances. During theſe twelve months he had not done a 
ſingle act to merit reprehenſion, yet ſuch was the fickle diſpoſi- 
tion of ſome, and the party ſpirit of others, that an effort was 
made to withhold a trifing compliment, while little minded 
men could ſcarcely refrain from infulting a Chief Governor, by 
whoſe favour they no longer hoped to benefit. 

A gentleman, he ſaid, had deſcribed an unjuſt ſteward, and with 


no very liberal illuſion preſented the picture to your view. I will 


place you before the portrait of an honeſt ſteward. How would 
ſuch a one act, ſuppoſe his maſter, a private gentleman, afflicted 
as our beloved Sovereign is? he would guard his eſtates with care, 
he would preſerve his title deeds, he would take meaſures for his 
perſonal ſafety and convenience; and, above all, he would provide 
that no fraudulent combination amongſt his tenants ſhould pre- 
vent him returning to the enjoyment of his poſſeſſions, whenever 
he ſhould recover from his diſorder. 

Another gentleman boldly propoſes to appoint a Regent upon 
the inſtant. While the King, my honoured and much lamented 
Sovereign, is alive, I never will vote the Throne vacant—T will 
conſider his diſorder as temporary—and I will entertain an hum- 
ble hope, that God may again reſtore him to his people—that he 
may once more mount the Threne, which he has ſo long filled 
with honour to himſelf, and ſuch peculiar advantage to this king- 
dom. | 


It was unanimouſly agreed to inſert the firſt amendment in the 
addreſs, and alſo, that an amendment be made to the amend- 
ment, by adding thereto the following words: and we return our 

ſincere thanks to your Excellency for the earneſt wiſhes that your Ex- 
cellency is pleaſed to expreſs for the <velfare and proſperity of Ireland, 


evhich you have always been anxious to promote. 


Mr. FitzHERBERT preſented the reports of phyſicians, &c. 
&c. the titles of which being read by the Clerk at the table, they 
were ordered to be printed, and diſtributed among the members. 


He then moved, that the Houſe do, on Monday the 16th, re- 
ſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, to take into 


conſideration the ſtate of the nation ; and that on that day the 
Houſe be called over. 


Mr. GraTTaANn moved, by way of amendment, that Wedneſ- 
day the 11th ſhould be inſerted inſtead of Monday the 16th. 


Sir HERcurESs LAxGRISsHEH faid he felt much concern at be- 
ing obliged to vote in oppoſition to the ſentiments of a right hon- 
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ourable friend of his on the floor { Mr, Fitzherbert ], for whoſe 
ſentiments and character he entertained the moſt ſincere regard, 

or act contrary to the probable wiſhes of the noble perſon at the 

head of the adminiftration here, for whom he telt high reſpect, 

If the queſtion were merely a perſonal accommodation of three 

or four days, without any leading conſequences or important 
concluſions, he ſhould have found it hard to reſiſt the compliance 

with ſuch deſire; but this queition had become, as it were, an 

hinge on which the ſentiments of gentlemen turned, concerning 

the due and ſpeedy appointment of the Prince, during the un— 

fortunate indiſpoſitionof his royal father, to the exerciſe ofthe regal 

authority, with ſuch an extent of authority and undiminiſhed luſtre 
as the wiſdom of our anceſtors had annexed to it, which ſhould not 
be reſtrained except on urgent neceſſity, and which ncceſſity ſure- 

ly did not exift in this country. Under this impreſſion he could 

not be inſenſible to the importance of the quettion, or the duty 

that impeiled him to reſiſt a moment's delay. A right honourable 

member had defircd delay only on account of the importance of 
the ſubject, and for the ſake of decorum ; he anſwered that the 

ſubje& was ſo important that delay would be indecency, and ex- 

pedition decorum. Another gentleman obſerved, that we had no 

parliamentary evidence of his Majeſty's indiſpoſition: he ſincercly 

lamented that we had all too deciſive teſtimony preſſing on our 

hearts of that melancholy event ; but as to formal intelligence, 

we had it from his Excellence in his ſpeech from the throne, who 

told us, that from his Majeſty's indiſpoſition he was unable to 

make the uſual communications with his Parliament. He ſaid, 

if the queſtion were, whether bufineſs of ſo much magnitude 

were to be concluded next Wecene'day, the arguments of the right 

honourable member would be irre ſiſtible; but the queſtion was not 

whether you ſhould end, but whether you ſhould begin that great 

buſineſs ſo ſoon ; and that under the preſſure of ſu important a 

duty, to poſtpone the commencement of it would be unpardona- 
ble; it would be inſenſibility to our own ſituation, and diſreſpect 

to the object of our choice. That if when Wedneſday ſhall ar- 
rive, from our relative ſituation to Great Britain, and the progreſs 
of their proceedings (to which in prudence we ſhould ever pay at- 

tention) we ſhall judge it premature to come to a deciſion, we 

may then take further time; but certainly to poſtpone the day 
of ent ring on the conſideration, would not only look like a reluc- 
tance towards the great perſon in contemplation, but a neglect of 
our own condition ; for it is now in the virtues of the ſon aloue 
that we can find conſolation for the misfortune of the father. 


The SrcatTary or STAT: ſaid that the writ which called 
them together mentions the intention of their conſulting de ar- 
duis regni bonum publicum concernentibus ; that the ſupplying of the 
{ſupreme executive power was the ſubject which of all others, moſt 
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eſſentially concerned the public good. They were now, for the 
firſt time, to diſcharge that important function, the exerciſe of 
which they owed to a right honourabie gentleman, [meaning as 
is ſuppoſed Mr. Grattan, ] by whoſe talents and exertions, ſecond- 


ed by the ſpirit of the nation, their parliamentary independence 


was eſtabliſhed. We had now, he ſaid, no conſtitutional execu- 
tive—we lived under the government of a fellow: ſubject, not 
under the control or direction of the perſon exerciſing ſovereign 
power. He hoped this was a ſort of executive power, which no 
Iriſhman would call conſtitutional, and which the ſpirit of the na- 
tion ought not to endure for a moment longer than the neceſſity 
required. As to the fact, which every man lamented, of the 
Sovereign's not being capable, at preſent, to exerciſe the royal 
functious, no man could doubt the melancholy truth, and 
no man deplored it more than himſelf. He ſaid the ſpeech 
from the throne fully proved this fatal event, by informing us that 


his Excellency had received no commands from his Maj-{ty to 


communicate to his Houſe of Parliament; and when he conſidered 
the affectionate attention which the father of his people has ever 
ſhewn to this country, that could have proceeded from no other 
cauſe but his Majeſty's unfortunate diſability to communicate ſuch 
inſtructions. He was not for precipitation; but the evidence 
contained in the papers laid before us applicable to this melan- 
choly truth, every gentleman could be maſter of in a few minutes. 
We are told, ſaid he, of an intention to lay further documents 
before us: but their import has, in no ſort, been explained. If 
thoſe who ſent us here were to aſk any of us, why we did not 
proceed to ſupply the deficiercy in the executive power? and we 
were to anſwer, that we waited for thoſe documents, the next 
queſtion would be, what are thoſe documents? If we were to 
anſwer, as we muſt do, that we did not know their nature or ten- 
dency, he ſuppoſed the reaſon would not appear altogether ſa- 
tisfactory. He acknowledged the propriety, that the ſame per- 
ſon ſhould hold the regency of both kingdoms ; but ſaid, that 
probably the next packet would bring an account of the accept- 
ance of the regency of Great Britain by the Prince; and if we 
were not ſatisfied with information from the public prints, we 


might addreſs the Lord Lieutenant for authentic information of 


that fact. He ſaid they could not anſwer it to their country to 
poſtpone the conſideration of this important ſubje& for one 
hour unneceſſarily, and thought they ought to continue fitting 
from day to day. In this whole proceeding he ſhould keep in 
view the great precedent of the revolution, out of which ſtem the 
illuſtrious branch of the Houſe of Brunſwick grew and flouriſhed; 
—and in that inftance, he ſaid, they did not wait even for 
the meeting of a convention, but the peers, and ſome of the mem- 
bers of the diflolved Parliament of Charles the ſecond, immedi- 
ately addreſſed the Prince of Orange to take upon himſelf the 
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adminiſtration of public affairs. He ſaid deliberation was ne- 
ceſſary, but every idea of delay ought to be rejected. That the 
motion to poſtpone till Monday ſe'nnight was made with that 
view, and he ſhould therefore give it a moſt decided negative. 


Mr. W. Topp Joxts ſaid he had not riſen in the debate 
upon the addreſs, though it did not meet his approbation, con- 
ſ1dering it as a matter of courſe, and at this ſerious period of Iriſh 
affairs, almoſt unworthy of the time it occupied ; but as an inde- 
pendent member of that Houſe, the property of no individual, 
he thought it his duty to ſpeak what he conceived to be the ſenti- 
ments of his conſtituents.— The late prorogation appeared to him 
an audacious inſult to this free and independent country; and 
the propoſed adjournment, a repetition of it. He conſidered all 
Lord Lieutenants in nearly fimilar hghts, as ſtate puppets, to whom 
adjournments and prorogations were curtains, which being with- 
drawn, exhibited the Engliſh wires—but there was nothing to be 
heard from England, which it was eſſential for Ireland to know 


previous to her exerciſing the powers of an independent kingdom; 


and the papers upon the table contained nothing which the whole 
nation was not already in poſſeſſion of. —He lamented that his 
ideas diflered with great authorities in that Houſe, touching 
the ſufaciency of thoſe papers, as a proper notification to Ireland, 
of the imbecility of her Sovereign; and he entirely coincided in 
that point with the opinion of his friend, [Mr. Griffith] but he 
fubmitted to the ſenſe of the Houſe. He alſo thought the intro- 
ducing at all on that day the name of the Prince of Wales, inde- 


cent, and informal; and he conjured the Houſe to conſider the 


dignity and the importance of the duty they were about to diſ- 
charge; acting, as they were, for a free and reſpectable nation; 
baniſhing, as they ought to do, all party diſtinctions, and all 
felfiſh motives; and feeling, as he truſted they would, the urgent 
neceſſity of marking their conduct, with coolneſs, loyalty, and 
reverence for the reputation of Ireland. 


The queſtion was put on Mr. Fitzherbert's amendment, and 
the Houſe divided, | 
Aves —— — 74 
Noes — — 128 


The queſtion was then put on Mr. Grattan's motion, which 
was carried without a diviſion. 


Mr. SecatTary FIiTZHERBERT informed the Houſe that his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant having been waited upon, ac- 


cording to order, to know his Excellency's pleaſure when he will 


be attended by the Houſe with the addreſs to his Excellency, 


had been pleaſed to appoint to-morrow, at four of the clock, at 
the Caltk. | 
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SaTURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1789. 


Mr. O'Hara moved, that a committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the fiſheries on the north weſt coaft of this kingdom. 


Mr. ArrXAN DER MonTGomexy ſaid he wiſhed to know from 
the honourable gentleman, what was the object he had in view 
in moving for ſuch a committee? He ſaid a right honourable 
gentleman [Mr. Burton Conyngham] who always takes an active 
part in what relates to the fiſheries of this kingdom, was not 
then in the Houſe, and he hoped the honourable gentleman 


would wait to explain his intentions till he was preſent. 


Mr. O' Has ſaid that his object went to the regulation of 
the fiſhery, and to correct ſeveral abuſes and irregularities of the 
fiſhermen who were employed in that line. He mentioned that 
the right honourable gentleman who had been alluded to by the 
right honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, had been already 
conſulted on the ſubject, 


Mr. Corry ſaid he was of opinion that the fiſhery laws 
wanted very much a reviſion, and he hoped the honourable gen- 
tleman would extend his object, by moving for a committee to 
take into conſideration the ſtate of the fiſheries. 


The CHANCELLOR. OF THE ExcHEqQUER ſaid he hoped the 
inquiry would be of a general nature, and not confined to any 
locality of ſituation, as it was a ſubje& highly deſerving the moſt 
ſerious attention. 


Mr. O'Haxa ſaid he ſhould for the preſent decline preſſing 
his motion ; but when he could procure the memorial which had 
been laid before Government on the ſubject, he would again 
bring forward a motion of a ſimilar tendency, 


Mr. Cosar ſaid he hoped the honourable gentleman would 
give notice of the day that he intended to bring forward his mo- 
tion, as it was a ſubject of the higheſt importance. 


The Houſe adjourned for half an hour; and the Speaker, at- 
tended by the ſeveral members, went up to the Caſtle with the 
addreſs to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and being return- 
ed, the Speaker informed the Houſe that his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant had been waited on with the addreſs of the 
Houſe, to which his Excellency was pleaſed to give the following 
anſwer ; | | 

” Gentlemen, 

J return you my moſt ſincere thanks for this addreſs. 

Your declarations of duty and attachment to his Majeſty are par- 
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ticularly pleaſing to me at this melancholy criſis; and I am happy 
in the favourable opinion you are pleaſed to expreſs of my endea- 
vours for the welfare and proſperity of Ireland.” 


It was ordered, that his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's an- 
ſwer be entered on the journals of the Houſe. 


The CnANcETTOR OF THE ExcHEqQueR ſaid he thought it 
his duty to propoſe to the Houſe, what in his opinion, ought to 
be adopted in the preſent fituation of this country. It had been 
ſtated in the courſe of the debate yeſterday, that the Houſe was 
not complete; but it could not be denied, that it was convened 
by a Chief Governor acling under his Majeſty's authority. 
Whether the Houſe was complete or not, he was: decidedly of 
opinion, that the Houſe ought to take ſome fteps to provide 
money for the payment of the public credit ; if Parliament was 
not complete, by providing money for the payment of public 
debts and for the ſubſiſtence of the army, it was doing what was 
abſolutely neceſſary; and if Parliament was complete, in that caſe, 
it was their duty to act ſo. In ſupport of bis argument, he ſaid 
he would inſtance the conduct of the two Houſes of the Eagliſh 
Par iament at the time of the reſtoration ; they paſſed three hills, 
one of which was for granting 50,000]. to his Majeſty King 
Charles the Second, at the very time that his Majeſty was out of 
the kinzdom, and which bills did not receive the royal aſſent till 
three days after his Majeſty's arrival. He obſerved that it required 


twenty-eight days in going through the money bills, and if there 


ſhould be any delay in proceeding to bulineſs, the bills could not 
be paſſed in the ordinary comrſe. He ſaid the buſineſs uſually 
done at the commencement of a ſeſſion was not of an active nature, 
it was more of an inquiry than real buſineſs, the committee of 
accounts uſually fit a week, which is an inquiry into the expendi- 
ture of the public money, and to ſee that no abuſes had been 
committed in the appropriation thereof. He ſaid it was the in- 
tereſt of the nation to proceed to buſineſs as ſoon as poſſible. 
He again obſerved, that if there is a delay of many days the 
moncy bills cannot paſs in the ordinary courſe; and if any incon- 
venience ſhould ariſe from their delay, nothing could be imputed 
to him, as he done the belt in his power, and diſcharged his duty 
in the manner he thought himſelf bound to do.—He moved, that 
the Honſe do, on Monday next, take into conſideration his I 
cellency the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech. 


Mr. GRATTAN ſaid be deemcd the motion to be ſomewhat _ 
proper; in his opinion, both for the ſake of decency, and out 
of reſpect to our moſt gracious Sovereign, an inquiry into the 


fate of his Majeſty's health ought to precede all other buſineſs 


whatever; and he ſhould therefore move an amendment to the 
motion made by the right honourable gentleman—* that the 
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conſideration of his Excelleney the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech be 
poſtponed till Thurſday next.“ | 


The ATTrornty GeneRaAL ſaid it was a new idea, that it 
would be reſpectful to his Majeſty to diſſolve the Government and 
not provide for the payment of the army.—He aſked, will any 
man, who is a lawyer, ſtake his profeſſional character, by aſſert - 
ing that we are not ſitting in a full Parliament; to ſupport that 
aſſertion, he muſt prove that there 1s no ſpecies of government 
exiſting in this kingdom. He ſaid if the conſideration of his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech ſhould be poltponed to 
Thurſday next, the money bills cannot be paſſed in the uſual 
courſe; and if the right honourable gentleman will take upon 
him to riſk the conſequences that might refult from ſuch delay, 
and from the civil and military eſtabliſhments falling to the 
ground, he ſhould only ſay [alluding to Mr. Grattan] on his 
head be it. | 


Mr. GrarTaAn, in reply, ſaid that the right honourable gentle- 
man had totally miſtaken his argument; he had not ſaid a word 
that could be implied of any intended delay on his part to pro- 
vide for the payment of the army; nor had he the moſt diſtant idea 
of impeding the ordinary ſupplies; as to going into a law argu- 
ment on the preſent competence of Parliament to proceed to bu- 
ſineſs, a ſubje& of that kind could not be very pleaſing for the 
diſcuſſion of the Houſe ; but in his opinion it would be indeco- 
rous in this Houſe to go into any buſineſs till after Wedneſday 
next; he ſhould therefore perſiſt in taking the ſenſe of the Houſe 
on the amendment which he propoſed to the motion- made by the 
right honourable gentleman who had opened the debate. 


Mr. Maso ſaid, that if the uſual forms were adhered to, the 
Houſe could not poſſibly go into a committee of accounts before 
Thurſday ; for if the Houſe was to take into conſideration the 
Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech on Monday, the Houſe would come to 
a reſolution, that a ſupply be granted to his Majeſty, which re- 
ſolution would be reported on Tueſday, and an addreſs moved for 
to the Lord Lieutenant, that he would be pleaſed to order the 
public accounts to be laid before the Houſe; and allowing for 
theſe delays, which were mere matter of form, the committee of 
accounts could not fit before Thurſday. 


Mr. Bzowns (of the College) ſaid, notwithſtanding the lofty | 
words of the Attorney General, he ſhonld not be afraid of loſing 
his profeſſional character, in caſe he ſhould not be of the ſame 
opinion {upon the queſtion, that the Houſe was only a conven- 
tion] with Lord Loughborough, and many of the ableſt and 
greateſt legal heads in England. However, at preſent, he ſhould 
give no opinion upon it, but wait until the King's incapacity was 
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aſcertained, when the queſtion would neceſſarily ariſe. In the 
mean time, he was againſt going into any bufineſs whatfoever, 
becauſe it would be prejudging the queſtion, and determining that 
we were a Parliament; and he could not help thinking, the wiſh 
to go into buſineſs immediately, a trick in Government, which 
might affect hereafter the momentous queſtions expected as to the 
regency ; for if any gentleman thought they had no power to 
debate a bill, to be ratified by ſome phantom of a commiſſion ap- 
pointing the Regent, or to do any act, except addreſs him to 
aſſume the adminiſtration of affairs, and of that opinion he was 
timfclf, they would be precluded by alluding to the preſent tranſ- 
actions; and being told that the Houſe had already preceeded in 
a legiſlative capacity in going through the money bills, he was ra- 
ther of opinion, they could do nothing whatever until a Regent 
was appointed. Tt was the intereſt of Lord Buckingham te 
defer the buſineſs of appointing a controlling power over him. 
As long as the money bills went on in their uſual courſe, there 
was nothing to urge him to expedition to that appointment ; and 
he ſhould expect every kind of trick and artifice, on the part of 
Government, in order to obtain procraſtination, 

[Here he was interrupted by the Chancellor of the Exche- 

er. 
Ps Browne obſerved, that the gentleman's haughty and 
overbearing manner had juſtly, upon many occaſions, given of- 
fence to him, and many other gentlemen, and his obſervations 
ſhould always be received by him with the utmoſt coolneſs and in- 
difference. | . 


The Cuaxcgrrex OF THE ExCHEQUER ſaid he hoped the 


honourable gentleman would not impute motions to him which 


had-no kind of exiſtence. He did not rightly underſtand what 
the honourable gentleman meant by ſaying, that the motion ap- 
peared to him to be a kind of Government trick. He could aſ- 
ſure the honourable gentleman, that the motion which he had the 
honour to make, had no object in view but of a mere parliamen- 
tary nature. 


Mr. BuxTon CoxnynGHAm obſerved, that the motion only 
went to preparatory proceedings of Parliament. He aſked, 
muſt it not be allowed that a ſupply is an object to this country? 
He hoped that when the Houſe went into the ſtate of the nation, 
that its proceedings would be marked with temper and unanimity. 
This, he ſaid, would dignify their conduct. He declared him- 
ſelf of no party, and hoped ſincerely that the Houſe would go 
through the whole of the buſineſs with a becoming dignity. 


Colonel Hos Axt ſaid that when the queſtion of adjournment 
to Monday the 16th inſtant was propoled, the night before, by the 
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right honourable the Secretary, what was meant was to go on 
that day into the ſtate of the nation; but it was not intended to 
poſtpone for any time taking into conſideration his Excellency's 
ſpeech. | 


Sir Joun BLaquitgke ſaid he perfectly coincided in opinion 
with a right honourable gentleman, [Mr. Conyngham ] that 
temper and unanimity would dignity the proceedings of that 
Houſe ; but he was not of opinion with another right honourable 
gentleman who had made the motion, that a delay of a few days 


would be attended with any danger. He could not ſee the ne- 


ceſſity of hurrying the Houſe into bufineſs ; there was time full 
enough. In the year 1775, he remembered the money-bills 
paſſed in three days; it was a cafe of exigency, and no inconve- 
nience enſued. He ſaid where there were two evils, it was het- 
ter to forego the leſfer evil, in order to avoid the greater; and 
he ſhould fupport the amendment which was propoſed by his 
right honourable friend. 


Mr Currr expreſſed his approbation of the amendment. 


Sir HrNRY CavenDisH ſaid he could ſee no riſk in poſtpon- 
ing buſineſs for a few days; nor was there any fear of ſeeing an 
army without pay; in his opinion, the queſtion of Regency 
ought to precede all other conſiderations. | 


Mr. Sgcakraxr FIiTZHERBERT admitted that if it was fea- 


ſible, the firſt buſineſs that ought to be done by the Houſe ſhould 


be the completion of our legiſlature ; but the motion made by 
the right honourable gentleman could not be ſtrictly conſidered 
as buſineſs, but only preparatory to buſineſs. He obſerved, if 


any inconvenience ſhould happen to ariſe from the delay, Admi- 
niſtration were entirely exculpated. 


Mr. WILLIAM Poxsox kx ſaid he was in favour of the amend- 
ment. 


The ArrogNEY GENERAL ſtated, that from Thurſday next 
to the 25th of March was but forty-one days, and the money- 
bills take eighteen days going through, and then are to he certi- 
fied into Great Britain, and receive the great ſeal of England 
before they are returned; and he was ſtrongly inclined to think, 
that great difficulties would ariſe from the delay. | 


Mr. Cnasrrs O'Nzir ſaid he was of opinion, there ought 


to be a decent pauſe before any other buſineſs ſhould be gone 
into. | 


The Sor1iciros GENERAL ſaid there was no. man had a 


greater reſpe& for his Majeſty than what he had, but if cven on 


| a 
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Wedneſday next his royal highneſs rhe Prince of Wales ſhould 
be declared by that Houſe to be Regent, before that reſolution 
could be made known to the Prince, and the receiving his royal 
highneſs's anſwer, ſo much time would be loſt, as the money 


bills could not poſſibly paſs in the ordinary and uſual manner. 


Mr. Buxcn (of Old Town) ſaid he never meant to give of- 


frack: but never ſhould be deterred in that Houſe from making 
a charge, or ſtating an argument, or doing his duty.—The true 
conſtitutional idea of a member of the Commons was, that he 
came into that Houſe to aſſeit his principles—to urge his argu- 
ments, and to maintain his condut—to engage in manly and 
contentious debate, not to practiſe Cheſterfield's letters; he 


therefore made no ſeruple to ſay, that for Adminiſtration to im- 


pute to his ſide of the Houſe the conſequences of there not being 
time enough to paſs the money bills, how it was to affect the 
country, or the Regent, &c. was abſurd, when they themſelves 
were the cauſe of the deficiency of time, and of all the. conſe- 
quences they ſtated, by having prorogued the Parliament. He 
laid the Commons of Great Britain, on account of the urgency, 
had proceeded to buſineſs on a day, though not appointed by the 
King—that the King himſelf had appointed, here, the uſual 


day for doing bufine!s, notwithſtanding which they were not ſuf- 


fered to meet. He obſerved the abſurdity of this on account 
of the unuſual urgency of buſineſs, the immediate neceſſity of 
appointing a Regent, and on account of the different prepara- 
tory ſtages that our accounts and money bills were to go through, 

which were not required in England. He ſaid there was one ſim- 
ple, ſteady, obvious principle, to which throughout the whole of 


this great buſineſs he ſhould adhere : finding himſelf a member 


of part of the legiſlature, his very firſt and permanent duty was 
to take care to provide for any deficiency in that legiſſature—to 
render it full and complete before it proceeded to its functions 
to fill up the conſtitution, and not to ſuffer the confideration of 
any buſineſs, or of any perſon, however great, to interfere with 
the perfecting of that greateſt buſineſs, the reſtoring a third eſ- 
tate to its full, free, perfect, conſtitutional energy. 


Mr. Bus ur ſaid that it was better for the Houſe to make up 
their minds at once, and paſs a ſhort money bill. 


The queſtion was now put on Mr. Gratian* s amendment, 
which was carried in the affirmative without diviſion. 


The ATTorxty GExtraL moved, that the books of the 
corporation of the borough of Enniſcortby, which have been 
in the poſſeſſion of the Clerk of this Houſe for ſome time paſt, 
be delivered up to the portrieve of ſaid borough. —Ordered ac- 
corCiugly. 


The Houſe adjourned till Wedneſday the 11th inſtant, 
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Mr. Gronck Ponsoxnv moved for the order of the day, 
ce That the Houſe do reſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole 
Houſe on the ſtate of the nation.” 


4/4 Mr. Parsons ſaid he felt it impoſſible to fit filent and ſee 
the Houſe run precipitately into meaſures of the moſt difficult 
7: and alarming nature; that in the whole circle of the conſtitution 
there could not ariſe a more delicate queſtion than that which 
was now about to be forced; the ſingle bond of connection be- 
tween the crowns of Great Britain and Ireland, was the identity 
of the executive government; by his Majeſty's illneſs, a deficiency 
aroſe in that government, and in repairing that deficiency, the 
Heule ſhould exerciſe all its wiſdom to preſerve the connection 
unimpaired ; for if any difference ſhould be made, it muſt have 
innumerable ill conſequences, the very leaſt of which would be the 
alarm it muſt give the Britiſh nation. He therefore adjured gen- 
tlemen by the duty they owed their King ; by the tender regard 
they felt for him, now in the moment of his deep diſtreſs ; by the 
wiſh they muſt all have to preſerve the connection of the two 
countries unimpaired, to give the ſubje&t due deliberation. If a 
triumphant majority ſhould, notwithſtanding, force the queſtion 
before the Houſe was ripe to come to a deciſion, on their heads 
be it. If they would ſhake the crown, and caſt away the ſceptre 
of Ireland, he could only lament their folly, and deſpiſe their te- 
merity ; they would not, in his mind, deſerve even the degraded 
name of the followers of a faction; they mult be conſidered as 
conſpirators againſt the conſtitution. 


Mr. FitzH4ERBERT ſaid he did not think the Houſe perfectly 
prepared on the preſent day to come to any deciſion ; he expected 
to receive further documents, by which, when the Houſe ſhould 
be perfectly informed of the manner of proceeding in England, 
they would be better able to form their determination, and to 
preſerve entire the unity of the executive government. Their 
firſt reſolution, he apprehended, muſt be a declaration, that from 
the unfortunate malady with which his Majeſty is afflicted, he is 
for the preſent rendered incapable of executing the functions of 
the third eſtate. The next that they ſhould proceed to provide 
for was the due execution thereof; and he believed another would 
naturally follow, as there was but one mind in the ſubjects of both 
countries, as to whothe illuſtrious perſonageſhouldbe on whom they 
would beſtow the regency.” No man could doubt that his royal high- 
neſs the Prince of Wales would be appointed to that high truſt: but 
in ſo doing, both nations ſhould make as little difference as poſſible 


in their proceedings, ſo as above all things to preſerve the unity of 
Vor. IX. D | 
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the executive government ; therefore, in order to be perfectly in 
formed of the proceedings in England, he would propoſe to defe 
the further conſideration of the buſineſs to Monday. 


Mr. GaATTAN.— The right hon. gentleman propoſes to defer 
the further progreſs of this buſineſs to Monday, and he does it 
becauſe, by that time, he expects certain documents; it would at 
leaſt be proper for ſome gentlemen on that ſide to ſtate how they 
mean to ſupply the defect in the executive government; their in- 
tention on this head may be an argument for, or an argument 


againſt, the poſtponement; I ſhould therefore be glad to hear ſuch 


an explanation. 


Mr. FirzatsBrxr ſaid that the intention was to confer upon 
his royal highneſs, in the moſt reſpectful manner, the powers of 
the third eflate, with all rights and prerogatives neceſſary to the 
executing that branch of the government ; this he thought might 
beſt be done by a bill paſſed through both Houſes, 


Mr. Geoxcet Pox5oxsy ſaid that what had fallen from the 
right hon. gentleman had decided him as to the neceſſity of preſ- 
ſing the order of the day, as he was certain the plan of govern- 
ment, and which manifeſted itſelf in every ſtep they had taken, 
was only to follow implicitly the conduct of another Parliament 
in another country; he would therefore oppoſe ſuch a procedure, 


and alſo the mode of proceeding by bill, as utterly unconſtitu- 
tional. 


Mr. FitTz#4zRBERT faid it was not his intention to lay down 
the conduct of any other Parliament as a rule for the Houſe to 
follow, but as an example that might aſſiſt their deliberations, 


The ATTorxtEy GENERAL. —What the right hon. gentleman 
has ſtated is this, and if any gentleman will venture to controvert - 
it, he is a bold man indeed: He Rated, that he thought it ne- 
ceſſary that the proceedings in Ireland ſhould be carried on in the 
ſame manner as in England; and any gentleman who will ſay that 
the proceedings as to the Regency may be different in the two 
countries, 1s a very bold man, My pofition is, that if the unity 
of the executive power is broken, the government becomes im- 


practicable ; and whoever will ſay the contrary, I truſt I ſhall 
ſhew him that he is miltaken, 


Mr. Gzoxce PoxsoxBy.—Whatever reſpe& I may have for 
the right hon. gentleman's talents, I never relied much on aſſer- 
tions; and as I never mytelf uſe aſſertions for argument, 1 hope 


he will excuſe me. He ſays, he will be a bold man who ſhall 
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differ from the mode adopted in England. I hope, Sir, we ſhall 
be bold not too bold - bold in argument, modeſt in aſſertion. 


The order of the day was now called for and the queſtion put. 


Mr. PAR SONS. Vou are now called upon to leave the chair, 
and we are urged to proceed, without having received any docu- 
ments from England, by which we may know what has been done 
there, though a conformity between the two countries is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary. England has with great propriety taken the 
lead in this buſineſs, and has proceeded a conſiderable way, though 
ſhe has not, by any thing we can learn, as yet compleated it. What 
injury can poſſibly reſult to this country from waiting a very few 
days, that we may have the example of England before us ?— 
We have already declared ourſelves a- Parliament, we may there- 

fore while we wait the reſult of the deliberations in England, 

prepare our bills and have them ready to be paſſed by the time we 
| have appointed our regent ; let none ſay that it derogates from 
the conſequence and independence of the Iriſh Parliament, to 
wait till the Parliament of England ſhall have compleated this 
buſineſs ; as well might it be ſaid, that the Houſe of Peers loſe 
their independence by waiting for bills from the Commons. In 
the caſe of the commercial propoſitions, England found no dimi- 
nution of her independence, though they originated with us, nor 
will any who is a friend to the connection with England ſay, 
who means to judge fairly, that our independence is at all con 
cerned in waiting to know what England ſhall do in this momen- 
tous affair. | 


The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole 
Houſe, Sir Lucius O'Brien in the chair. 


The Clerk proceeded to read the documents, being the phy- 
ficians examinations, opinions, &c. relative to the King's health, 


The ATTorney GeneRAL.— This volume for the firſt time 
was put into my hands juſt as I was entering the Houſe ; every 
other gentleman received it at the ſame time; now I defire to 
know is it poſſible for us to have read it, much leſs underſtand 
it in that time? and if not ſo, why ſhould gentlemen preſs us ſo 
violently to come to a deciſion ? I do therefore ſubmit to the right 
hon. and hon. the Government on the other fide of the Houſe, that 
we be allowed ſome decent ſpace of time for deliberation, 


= GRrATTAN ſaid he had no objection to the paper being 
rend. | 


The Clerk then proceeded to read, but the Houſe ſoon be- 
came very inattentive and diſorderly. 
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The ArroxxxY GENERAL ſaid if gentlemen will not liſten, 
J certainly will not inſiſt upon the farce of reading. 


Mr. Ggarrax ſaid the right hon. gentleman [Mr. Fitzher- 
bert] has ſtated the plan of the Caſtle, which it ſeems limi- 
tation and a bill, He propoſes to name for the regency of this 
realm, his royal highneſs the Prince of Wales; in this we are 
perfectly agreed; but I mult in this add, that he only follows the 
moſt decided wiſhes of the people of Ireland; we are clear we 
have been ſo from the firſt, that bis royal highneſs the Prince of 
Wales ought, and muſt be the Regent; but we are allo clear, 
that he ſhould be inveſted with the full regal power plenitude of 
royal power. The limitations the member propoſes to impoſe, 
are ſuggeſted with a view to preſerve a ſervile imitation of the 
proceedings of another country—not in the choice of a Regent, 
which is a common concern, but in the particular proviſions and 
limitations which are not a common concern, and which ought to 

be, and mult be governed by the particular circumſtances of the 
different countries. The bill, or inſtrument which he calls a bill, 
is ſuggeſted on an opinion, that an Iriſh act of Parliament might, 
paſs without a King, in a fituation to give the royal aſſent, and 
without a Regent appointed by the Iriſh Houſes of Parliament 
to ſapply his place. The idea of limitation, I conceive to be an 
attack on the neceſiary power of Government ; the idea of his 
bill is an artack on the King of Ireland, We have heard the 
Caſtle diſſenting, as we mult from their ſuggeſtion. It remains 
for us to take the buſineſs out of their hands, and confide the 
cuſtody of this great and important matter to men more conſtitu- 
tional and reſpectable. The Lords and Commons of Ireland, 
and not the Caltle, ſhould take the leading part in this great duty. 
The country gentlemen who procured the Conſtitution, ſhould 
nominate the Regent. I ſhall ſubmit the proccedings we intend 
in the diſcharge of this great and neceTary duty. 

We propoſe to begin by a retolation declaring the incapacity 
of the King, for the preſent, to diſcharge the perſonal functions 
of the regal power. It is a molt melancholy truth, but a truth 
notwichilanding ſo fully proved and io generally admitted, that 
no man who does not proceed on the principle of affected ſtupi- 
dity, can entertain a doubt of it; the recovery of the Sovereign, 
however the object of every man's withes, is that uncertain event 
on which no man will preſume to deſpair or to decide. Having 
then by the firit reſolution alcertained the deficiency in the per- 
ſonal exerciſe cf the regal power, the next ſtep which I ſhall 
ſubmit is, the ſupply of that deficiency : This melancholy duty 
falls on the two Houſes of the Iriſh Parliament; whether you 
conſider them as the op ſurviving eſtates capable of doing an 
act, or as the higheſt formed deſcription of his Maje {ty's people 
of Ircland, The method whereby I propoſe theſe great aſſem- 
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blies ſhall ſupply this deficiency is, addreſs. There are two 
ways of proceeding to theſe augult bodies perfectly familiar; one 
is by way of legiſlation ; the other by way of addreſs. When 
they proceed by way of legiſlation, it is on the ſuppoſition of a 
third in a capacity to act; but addreſs is a mode excluſively their 
own, and complete without the interference of a third eſtate z 
it is that known parliamentary method by which the two Houſes 
exerciſe thoſe powers to which they are jointly competent; there- 
fore, I ſubmit to you, that the mode by addreſs, is the moſt 
proper for ſupplying the preſent deficiency ; and though the ad- 
dreſs ſhall, on this occaſion, have all the force and operation of 
law, yet {till that force and operation ariſe from the neceſſity of 
the caſe, and are confined to it. We do not profeſs to legiſlate 
in the ordinary forms, as if legiſlation was your ordinary pro- 
vince ; we propoſe to make an efficient third eſtate in order to 
legiſlate, not to legiſlate in order to create the third eſtate, the 


_ deficiency being the want of au efficient third eſtate. The crea- 


tion of ſuch an eſtate is the only act that deficiency makes indiſ- 
penſable; ſo limiting your act you part with your preſent extra- 
ordinary power the moment you exerciſe it, and the very nature 
of your act diſcharges and determines your extraordinary autho- 
rity. ; 

But as the addreſſes of Parliament, though competent on the 
event of ſuch a deficiency to create an efficient third eſtate, yet 
do not, and cannot with propriety annex to their act the forms 
of law and the ſtamps of legiſlation, it is thought adviſeable, 
after the acceptance of the Regency, that there ſhould be an act 
paſſed reciting the deficiency in the perſonal exerciſe of the regal 
power, Andof | | 

His royal highneſs's acceptance of the Regency of this realm, 
at the inſtance and deſire of the two Houſes of the Iriſh Par- 
hament, and further, to declare and enact, that he is and ſhall 
be Regent thereof during the continuation of his Majeſty's pre- 
ſent indiſpoſition.— The terms of the act are to deſcribe the 
powers of the Regent?; and the powers intended, is the perſonal 
exerciſe of the full regal authority; and the reaſon why pleni- 
tude of the regal power 1s intended by the addreſs, and after- 
wards by the bill, is to be found in the nature of the prerogative, 
which was given, not for the ſake of the King, but of the peo- 
ple, for whoſe uſe Kings and Regents, and prerogatives were con- 
ceived. We know of no political reaſon, why the prerogatives 
in queſtion ſhould be deſtroyed, nor any perſonal reaſon why 
they ſhould be ſuſpended. . 

I have ſtated the method to be purſued indeed the method al- 
moſt ſtates itſelf; moſt undoubtedly, it is not the method pur- 
ſued by Great Britain; but the diverſity ariſes from obvious cauſes. 
The declaration of right is omitted in our proceedings; why ? 


| Becauſe we know of no claim advanced againſt the privileges of 
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the people. A declaration of right in ſuch a caſe, would be a 
declaration without a meaningit would beſpeak an attack which 
has not been made, and would be a defence againſt no invaſion— 
it would be a falſe alarm, and hold out falſe fignals of public dan- 
ger, in times of perfect ſafety, confounding and perplexing the 
public mind ; ſo that in the moment of real attack, the people 
would not be forthcoming. I object to a declaration of right in 
Ireland, therefore, as bad huſbandry of popular artillery. I ob- 
ject to it alſo, as attempting to convey to poſterity hiſtoric evi- 
dence againſt the conſtitutional principles of the ſecond perſon in 
his Majeſty's dominions, without any ground or pretence whatſo- 
ever. For theſe two reaſons I have not adopted the declaration 
of right, conceiving it would in this country be no more than a 
proteſtation againſt a claim which has not been made, and there- 
fore would be a falſe alarm and a falfe ſuggeſtion. 

Our method differs alſo from that purſued by Great Britain, 
inaſmuch as we give the full exerciſe of the regal power; whereas 
the Parliament of Great Britain has impoſed limitations ; but I 
have aſſigned a general principle why limitations are omitted, and 
I may add, that whatever reaſons may have been ſuppoſed to exiſt 
1 England for thoſe limitations, they are not ſo much as pretended 
here. I have therefore thought it unneceſſary and improper to 
enfeeble a government which we profeſs to reſtore, as I thought 
it alſo improper to defend a conſtitution which we acknowledge 
to be uninvaded. As the ſubſtance of our proceedings is differ- 
ent, the mode is different alſo, and it is impoſſible even though 
we wiſhed it, that the mode ſhould be the ſame, The mode 
propoſed by the Caitle differs from Great Britain more than that 
which I have ſubmitted ; that which I have ſubmitted departs 
from the model of England, but does not commit you with Eng- 
land, nor caſt the leaſt reflection on the wiſdom of her meaſures. 
We concur in the great object, the Regent, in the proceedings 
neceſſary to form the Regency ; the deliberation of the two 
countries are governed by their reſpective circumſtances. In the 
proceedings which I have ſubmitted, it is ſufficient to affirm, 
that all the great objects which can attract the care of a nation, 
are punctiliouſſy attended to; and firſt your conſtitution in every 
ſtage of this buſineſs, you exerciſe the power of a free and an 
independent Houſe of Parliament the incapacity of the King 
to the perſonal exerciſe of the regal power, you diſcnſs and de- 
cide—the deficiency thereby declared, you ſupply, and having 
ſupplied that deficiency, you proceed to legiſlate, and give your 
own work the cloathing and ſtamp of law. As to your govern- 
ment, you reſtore it, and reſtore it to all its energies, that the 
concern of the people for the indiſpoſition of their King, may 
not be aggravated by a tottering and impotent adminiſtration of 
poblic affairs. You alſo manifeſt attachment to the Royal Fa- 
mily, not only by renewing the government in the perſon of the 
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Heir Apparent, but by renewing it in a manner honourable both 
to Prince and People. 

In this great meaſure IJ have not relied on my own judgment 
I have had recourſe to hiſtory, I have looked for the higheſt 
land-mark in the Britiſh annals, and have found it in the period 
of the Revolution. 32.0 

The addreſs which will be moved, in part of its phraſeology, 
is copied from an addreſs voted by the Convention Parliament to 
the Prince of Orange, deſiring him to take upon himſelf tlie 
conduct of public affairs. The idea of procceding by addreſs is 
taken alſo from thoſe addreſſes which declared the Prince and 
Pringeſs of Orange King and Queen of Ireland; and the idea of 
an a0 is alſo taken from the ſame periq1; in the ſecond ſeſſion cf 
the Convention Parliament an act paſſed, containing the ſub- 
ſtance of the addreſſes laſt mentioned, and giving the whole the 
cloathing and form of law. , 

There are points in which the Revolution bears a near reſem- 
blance to the preſent period, as there are other points in which it 
is not only different but oppoſite. The Throne being full, and 
the political capacity of the King's exiſting, the power of the 
two Houſes cannot be applied to that part of the monarchical con- 
dition; but the perſonal capacity of the King, or rather the 
perſonal exerciſe of the royal power being deficient, and the laws 
of the land not having, in the ordinary courſe of law, made pro- 
viſion for that deficiency, and one of the eſtates being incapable, 
it remains with the two others to adminiſter the remedy by their 
own authority—the principle of your interference is eſtabliſhed 
by the Revolution, the operation ef that principle limited by the 
contingency, the power of the Houſes of Parliament in the one 
caſe extended to remedy a defect in the perſonal and political ca- 
pacities of the Monarch ; in the preſent caſe it extends only to 
remedy a defect in the perſonal capacity, but in both caſes it is 
the power of the Houſes of Parliament called upon to interfere 
by their own authority when the ordinary courſe of law has 
made no proviſion, and where the three eſtates cannot ſupply 
the defect. I have, therefore, had recourſe to the precedent of 
the Revolution in the mode of ſupplying the preſent deficiency. 

Gentlemen have called this an important day will add to 
the expreſſion I will call it a proud day for Ireland; ſhe has de- 
ſerved it, ſhe has ſtruggled hard for her independency, and ſhe is 
now diſpoſed to make a moſt judicious uſe of it—it 1s not a cold, 
deliberate act, ſupplying a deficiency in the regal function; it is 
not a judicious, but languid nomination of a ſubſtitute for the 
exerciſe of monarchical power; this country annexes a paſſion to 
her proceeding, and kindles in love and affection to & 6 Houſe 
of Brunſwick, and the effect of her exertions, and the great la- 
bour of years, in reſtoring her conſtitutional rights and privileges, 
ſhe now gathers in a harveſt which ſhe ſhares with her Princes. 
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J ſhall therefore move the following reſolution : 

& Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the perſonal exerciſe of the Royal Authority, is, by his Majeſ- 
ty's indiſpoſition, for the preſent interrupted.“ 


The queſtion being put on the reſolution, it paſſed without a 
diviſion. 


Mr. ConoLLy.—On the preſent melancholy occaſion, which 
every gentleman in and out of office laments, and no man more 
ſincerely than J do, it has fallen to the lot of the two Houſes to 
put into the kingly office a ſubſtitute for our beloved Sovereign; 
and there ſeems to be but one mind, which is, to make that ſub- 
cute the illuſtrious perſon who has, of all others, the greateſt 
intereſt in preſerving the prerogative of the crown and the con- 
ſtitution of the realm. | 

For my part, I do entirely coincide in the plan the right 
honourable gentleman [Mr. Grattan] has propoſed, becauſe I am 
convinced it is conſonant to the conſtitution, and ſuch as his 
royal highneſs, to whom I ſhall now move an addreſs, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily approve. I hope we ſhall be unanimous on the occaſion. 
J ſhall therefore move the following reſolution : 

«© Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, tht an 
humble addreſs be preſented to his royal highneſs the Prince of 
Wales, humbly to requeſt his royal highneſs to take upon himſelf 
the government of this realm, during the continuation of his Ma- 
jeſty's preſent indiſpoſition, and no longer, and under the ſtile 
and title of Prince Regent of Ireland, in the name of his Majeſty 
to exerciſe and adminiſter, according to the laws and conſtitution 
of this kingdom, all regal powers, juriſdiction and prerogatives 
to the Crown and Government thereof belonging.“ 


The motion was ſeconded by Mr. George, Ponſonby. 


Mr. O' NEIL ſaid he roſe to approve the motion, —He ſaid the 
right honourable gentleman [Mr. Grattan] had, with his uſual - 
ability, ſo entircly occupied every ground of argument, that no 
room had been left for him to expatiate ; he would therefore only 
ſay, that he did highly approve the meaſures propoſed by that 
right honourable gentleman, as the beſt calculated to maintain 
the national character, in beſtowing the high truſt freely, gene- 
rouſly, and without any implication of mean ſuſpicion, 


The ATTorney GENERAL deſired to know, whether gentle- 


men were certain that his royal highneſs had accepted the Re- 
gency of England. | 


Mr. CoxoLLy replied, the words of the motion for an addreſs 
were full and explicit, and he doubted not, the two Houſes ' 
would confer the Regal authority on his royal highneſs in ſuch 
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full and ample manner, that whenever it ſhould pleaſe God that 
his royal father ſhould again aſcend the Throne, he might find 
his prerogative unimpaired ; and if the gentleman propoſed 
ſhackling or fettering the Regent, he would reject the propoſal. 

| \ 


The ArTrORNEYW GENERAL. —The right honourable gentle- 
man has not apprehended the queſtion I aſked—T have not ſaid a 
word about ſhackling or fettering the Regent; I am not an ad- 
vacate for ſuch meaſures ; though upon the abſtract queſtion, I 
do not think it ſignifies any thing to the Prince, in Ireland, whe- 
ther he be reſtrained or not; but my enquiry is, whether you in- 
tend to inveſt the Prince with the full powers of royalty before 
a bill can paſs to enable him to exerciſe theſe powers? 


Mr. CoxoLLy.—T did not mean to trouble the committee ſo 
often, but my intention is, immediately to inveſt him with theſe 
powers unmanacled, and unſhackled. This I mean to do by ad- 
dreſs, and afterwards to paſs a bill to declare and recognize thoſe 
powers. | 


The SpęAkrR roſe in the committee, and ſaid, he was ſorry 
to be under the neceſſity of interrupting the debate; but he be- 
lieved it was neceſſary that he ſhould take the chair, and the 
Houſe ſhould reſume, as he was informed that there was a dange- 
rous riot, ſeveral perſons with arms having aſſaulted the door- 
keepers, the conſtables, and the Serjeant at Arms.—He accord- 
ingly took the chair, and having called the Serjeant at Arms be- 
fore the Houſe, enquired whether there was any diſturbance. 


The SERIEANT at Arms.—Sir, there is a great riot at the 
door, ſeveral perſons have got arms, and attacked the door- 


Keepers and the conſtables ; one conſtable they have cut almoſt to 
Pieces. | 


The SyEAktER,—Are thoſe rioters in cuſtody ? 

The SerxJeanTt.— No, Sir, they are not. | 

The Seraktr.—Have you ſtrength enough to take them? 
The SrRIEANT.—I have, Sir. 

The SrEAR ER. Then take them into cuſtody immediately. 


The Serjeant retired, and returned again almoſt inſtantly; 
he ſaid the rioters were diſperſed. | 


The SPEAKER obſerved, that though he underſtood ſome of 
the rioters wore gowns, he hoped and believed that it was impoſ- 
ſible any gentleman of the Univerſity could be among them. 


The Houſe again reſolved itſelf into a committee of the 


whole Houſe on the ſtate of the nation, Sir Lucius O'Brien in 
the chair, | 


42 PARLIAMENTARY Tres. 17, 


Ms. SurRIDAN.—I feel it incumbent upon me to ſtate my 
reaſons for differing from thoſe gentlemen with whom I have 
kitherto had the honour of acting. I object on this occaſion to 
our waiting till England ſhall have compleated the buſineſs of the 
Regency, becauſe I think it wonld be diſgraceful to this country, 
and injurious to her independence, and I am convinced it would 
be completely ſubverſive of the conſtitution, were we to proceed 
by bill in the manner propoſed by the right hon. gentleman [the 
Attorney General.] This, Sir, is a queſtion not of Engliſh go- 
vernment, but of Iriſh conſtitution ; it 1s a queſtion where two 
branches of the independent and ſupreme legiſlature of Ireland 
are, as of right they ought, to judge for themſelves. Upon a 
queſtion of ſuch conſtitutional magnitude, and, in other reſpects, 
of ſuch national importance, it is beneath this Houſe to look to 
the right hand or the left. I am by no means convinced of the 
neceſſity of our conſulting what others may have done, but I am 
convinced of the neceſſity of our conſulting our own dignity, the 
Honour of the nation, and the genius of the conſtitution. We are 
now placed in a ſituation which may be rendered, by our conduct, 
the moſt dignified of any in which this Houſe was ever placed, 
fince that memorable zra which eſtabliſhed the independence of 
our country; but we may alſo render this ſame ſituation one of 
the moſt humiliating we have ever known, ſhould we follow the 
advice of the right hon. gentleman [the Attorney General] 
ſhould we adopt the deſpicable expedient of putting our under- 
Randing into the keeping of other men ; ſhould we acknowledge 
to the world, upon an emergency like the preſent, our total inca- 
pacity to act for ourſelves. We are to determine upon the means, 
the conſtitutional means, of ſupplying the deficiency in our le- 
giſlature, which has ariſen from the unhappy malady of our So- 
vereign. We have a plain line of conduct before us; we are to 
take care to preſerve the conſtitution entire, and our connection 
with the ſiſter kingdom unimpaired ; theſe, as it were, are two 
land-marks to direct our courſe ; while we keep them in view we 
cannot go wrong. | 

I know not, Sir, what has been done in other Houſes of Par- 
hament, nor will I inſult the members of this Houſe, by the 
degrading ſuppoſition that we are to look to another country in 
order to learn our duty to Gur own ; that we are to ſtand with 
folded arms, waiting in humble filence, and ready to receive, 
with mean ſubmiſſion, the dictates of any aſſembly of men; to 
ſuppoſe ſo, would be to ſuppoſe you had forgot the conſtitution 
you had acquired, or that you felt that you were unworthy of it; 
but it is not ſo; on the contrary, I am proud to aſſert, that the 
Parliament of Ireland was never more competent than at the 
preſent mom nt to aſſert the conſtitution, and I truſt it will be 
ſhewn they never were more determined. Here are no party ani- 
moſities, here are no views of intereſted ambition; unbiaſſed and 


7789.1 SEATER 43 


uninfluenced by ſuch conſiderations, you will aQ with the ſpirit 
of freemen that know the value of your liberties ; you will ſcorn 
meanly to follow any other aſſembly ; you will act like men who 
deſerve a free conflitution. 

There is one difficulty only in your way : It 1s certain the le- 
giſiature has not diſtinctly laid down the courſe you are to purſue, 
but it has clearly pointed out the rock you are to avoid, When 
we find ourſelves in a ſituation where the law is filent as to our 
conduct, we ſhould not leave it to place ourſelves in one which 
the law forbids; there is a wide difference between addrefling the 
Prince to take upon himſelf the office of Regent, and paſſing an 
act of two branches of legiflature to enable him ſo to do. In 
the ſirſt caſe we violate no law, but act agreeable to the prin- 
ciples of the conſtitution z in the other, we act in direct violation 
both of the conſtitution and law. 

There muſt either be in ſome one a claim of right to ſupply 
the deficiency in the executive government, or there, muſt” be a 
right in the two Houſes to ſupply that deficiency ; no claim has 
been made, but the two Houſes are called upon, they are only to 
proceed by addreſs, for if they preſume to legiſlate, they grant 
a right which they have not; and in a mode where they are not 
warranted. x 

I cannot find that either the common law, or the ſtatute law 
give any right to the Prince of Wales to aſſume the Regency, 
neither are the Houſes, by any law that I know, empowered to 
beſtow it on whom they will; but there is a ſtatute which prohi- 
bits the two Houſes, in any poſſible caſe, from legiſlating without 
the concurrence of the Crown. If, therefore, we proceed by 
addreſs, we at the worſt commit Þut an unavoidable irregularity, 
where the law 1s filent, though the conſtitution and precedent 
both clearly ſpeak ; but in the other caſe, we are guilty of the 
contumacy of acting in defiance of law, and violating the conſti- 
tution. | 85 5 

It has been ſaid that the neceſſity of the caſe obliges Parlia- 
ment to violate the law; but this is a doctrine equally dangerous 
and abſurd ; for it is in caſes of ſuch peril as the preſent that the 
utility of the law has been moſt manifeſt, In common and or- 
dinary caſes the utility of the law which forbids the two Houſes to 
legiſlate without the King, cannot be known were the Crown 
in the exerciſe of its authority ; nothing but force of arms could 
make it ſubmit to ſuch an invaſion of its rights. If, then, only 
in caſes of difficulty and diftreſs, like the preſent, the two Houſes 
can even attempt to act without the concurrence of the third, is 
it manly, is it generous, to ſeize ſuch opportunities to pilfer away 
the rights and prerogatives of the Crown? No; it is in ſuch caſes 
the law ſhould become a protection to the Crown—a guard and a 
bulwark to the conſtitution.—It is then that it tells both Houſes 


our power is no more till you have ſupplied the deficiency of 
the third eſtate, | 
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Tt is the firſt point of conſtitution, that each of the three 
eſtates ſhould have a power of ſelf-defence againſt the other two. 
On this point hangs the balance of power between them ; to pre- 
ferve this, is a main principle of the conſtitution. 

The Crown is liable to incapacity, which the other ſtates are 
not ; for the Crown being a ſingle perſon, infancy or diſeaſe may 
cauſe a deficiency, to which the other eſtates being compoſed of 
many perſons are not liable. Our anceſtors conferred an artificial 
perfection on the Crown, in order, no doubt, as far as might be 
to provide again{t every event ; for though the man was mortal, 
they endeavoured to make the Crown immortal, by providing, 
that in caſe of the King's death, his ſucceſſor fhould co inflante 
become King. But the caſes of infancy and infirmity not being 
provided for, it becomes the duty of the two Houſes to make that 
proviſion, and they are bound to make it in ſuch a manner, that 
the Sovereign ſhall, upon his recovery, arriving at full age, or 
being reſtored to health, as the caſe may happen, enter on all the 
royal prerogatives undiminiſhed and unimpaired. 

Though we muſt fll up the deficiency of the Crown with him 
who, in the courſe of nature, is to wear it, we have now an op- 
portunity of maintaining at once the independence of our Na- 
tion, the rights of our Parliament, the rights of our future So- 
vereign, and the principles of the conſtitution. 


Mr. Mor vxzux ſaid he objected to the addreſs, as there had 
been no information laid before the Houſe ſufficient to found it 
on. He objected to it, as making no diſtinction between the 
Monarch and the Regent; and finally he objected to it, as not 
ſecuring the ſafe return of the King to his throne, whenever it 
fhould pleaſe God in his bounty to theſe countries to reſtore him 
to his found mind. This country, he inſiſted, was bound to 
purſue the ſame line of conduct that England had followed. 
Gentlemen had diſclaimed any intention of breaking through the 
connection of the two countries— this, he inſiſted, could not refer 
to the two crowns, for the connection would be deſtroyed if the 
Regent was to be differently circumſtanced in each kingdom; it 
could only refer to parties, and there he gave gentlemen full credit, 
for he did believe that a certain party had coaleſced with a certain 
party in England. He wondered how gentlemen who had ſo 
loag cried out againſt penſions, ſhould now, when they had an 
opportunity of reſtraining them, paſs by that opportunity, and 
talk of doing it by a ſubſequent act. Did this prove the ſincerity 
of their former declarations ? 


Lord Hexnzy FirzctraLD. As this is the firſt time I have 
ever troubled the Houſe on any queſtion of importance, I muſt 
entreat its indulgence of treſpaſſing upon its patience, at a mo- 
ment when its attention is exerted ty receive impreſſions from the 
more enlightened aud convincing arguments of men of greater 
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abilities, who will no doubt enrich this night's dehate. But, Sir, 
convinced as I am of the extraordinary magnitude of the ſubject, 
now before us, and of the juſtice of the cauſe ſtanding ſo con- 
ſpicuouſly on its own merits, I cannot, conſiſtent with that duty 
TI owe my country and myſelf, let it go by giving it a ſilent vote. 
I admire too much the plain road of integrity and rectitude not 
to purſue it to the beſt of my power, keeping in view the great 
outlines of this buſineſs, the prominent features of which have 
been defaced by diſingenuous arguments, ariſing in diſtruſt, and 
ſupported by the party motives of ambition and ſelf intereſt. 

We are now, Sir, come to the decifion of a queſtion of as 
great importance as ever came before this Houle, as in it are in- 
volved the fundamental principles of the conftitution—whether 
his royal highneſs the Prince of Wales, being of full age and ca- 
pacity to govern, ſhall be inveſted with the royal authority over 
this kingdom during the incapacity of his Majeſty, and empow- 
ered to exerciſe all its functions, according to the true ſpirit of 
the conſtitution ? or whether he ſhall receive it limited, reſtricted, 
and fettered, ſo as to render it incompetent to the objects for 
which it was originally granted ? 

We are not brought to the deciſſion of this queſtion unawares, 
we meet it with advantage, removed from the heat and clamour 
of party. We have had opportunity and time in our cool, dif- 
paſſionate moments, to ſearch thoſe receſſes of the heart, where 
Juſtice fits enthroned, and I hope we ſhall liſten to her diQates, 
and that we ſhall not ſuffer ourſelves to be miſled by paſſion or 
party prejudice, from purſuing that plain road that our duty ſo 
diſtinctly points out to us. | 

For theſe laſt three months we have ſeen with regret and aſto- 
niſhment, the royal authority, lying dormant under the powerful 
weight of the two Houſes of the Britiſh Parliament ; whereas 
on the declared incapacity of the King, a plain ſimple remedy 
for ſupplying the defect in the government, preſented itſelf, 
namely, the appointing the Prince of Wales Regent. But the 
dictates of calm reaſon have been overwhelmed by that torrent 
of ambition, which has borne down the ſacred barriers of the 
conſtitution, by taking advantage of the calamity of our gracious 
Sovereign, to curtail and fritter away the moſt valuable preroga- 
tive of the Crown. 

Let us take a leſſon from the miſcondu& of our neighbours ; 
we have long viewed their proceedings with diſapprobation; we 
have reprobated the tendency of them to blacken, miſrepreſent 
and 1njure the Prince of Wales, by infuſing diſtruſt into that 
kingdom that in the courſe of nature he is deſtined to govern 
it has been to fetter the action of government, and thereby ſo to 
weaken its powers, that the third eſtate no longer exiſts, accord- 
ing to the true ſpirit of the conſtitution; a ſufficient degree of 
authority, and no more, is, by the wiſdom of our anceſtors, in- 
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veſted in the Crown; is it not plain therefore that this authority 
ſhould have been preſerved entire to the Regent, for the good of 
the people; or will not his government be weak and inefficient ? 

An inordinate ſhare of power has been thrown into hands where 
it ſhould not exiſt ; ridiculous, inapplicable precedents have been 
adduced to juſtify reſtrictions and limitations of the Regent's 
power; when it almoſt univerſally appears, that reſtrictions on 
former Regents were to ſecure to the Heir Apparent all the 
powers and prerogatives of the Crown, at the period of his mi- 
nority ; but in this caſe, the Regent propoſed is the Heir Ap- 
parent himſelf. To enumerate all the miſchiefs with which ſuch 
a regency is pregnant, is beyond my power; but thank God, 
they cannot affect us in this kingdom to their full extent ; but in 
agitating the queſtion of limitation, the intention is manifeſt to 
ſupport the miniſter's meaſures, though the good ſenſe of the na- 
tion defeats their plan. Let us, Iriſhmen, appear the ſpectators 
of virtue and the conſtitution ; and not the abettors of factious 
ambition, or diſappointed party. Let us, by our conduct this 
day, and glorious will that conduct be, reſcue the Son of our be- 
loved Monarch from the prejudice that foreign nations would be 
led to entertain of his virtues, from the conduct of the Britiſh 
Parliament. 


Mr. Hozaxr faid, from what he had ſcen happen through the 
exertions of the right honourable gentleman [Mr. Grattan] in 
this country, he never had entertained a doubt of the conſtitu- 
tion or the independence of Ireland; if any doubt could have 
remained, the renunciation on the part of England had removed 
it. And here it was but fair to allude to what had fallen, in a 
former debate, relative to Mr. Grenville obtaining a lucrative 
office in this country: It was by Mr. Grenville's ability and aſſi- 
duity that that renunciation was obtained, he therefore thought 
that ſome mark of Ireland's favour was not improper to be be- 
ſtowed upon him. A right honourable gentleman, he obſerved, 
had c mpared the preſent time to the revolution; at the revolu- 
tion the throne was vacant—that certainly was not the caſe now, 
Was the King dead? The ſame right hon. gentleman had ſaid, 
and it was true, that the two Houſes had the power of filling up the 
deficiency of the third eſtate ; and he had alfo ſaid, that in a caſe 
of ſomewhat ſimilar difficulty, the Chancellor had put the great 
ſcal to an act of the two Houſes; if ſo, why not proceed upon 
that precedent? It was the very thing deſired. : 

With regard to reſtrictions he would ſay nothing; whatever 
might be the neceſſity in England, they were not deſired 
here; they were therefore out of the queſtion ; but he had 
heard ſomething fall, as if, after the Prince ſhould be choſen 
Regent, it was intended to bring in a bill to limit pen- 
ſions; this he thought not a very liberal way of acting 
—to make it a condition for granting an unlimited Regency 


cc 


„ r „ 
to the Son, that his Father ſhould be tied up for ever. He 


thought it not a very grateful return to a King under whom Ire- 


land had received all that ever ſhe had experienced of favour, of 
protection, or proſperity ; under whoſe happy auſpices her trade 
and conſtitution had been ſet free from the oppreſſion of ages, 
under whom the Roman Catholics of Ireland had been delivered 
from a degree of thraldom, which rendered life inſupportable. 
It had indeed been ſaid, that the Prince would make no ill uſe of 
any power entruſted to him; he believed it moſt perfectly; but if 
a compliment was to be paid, he deſired to xnow to whom it was 
due ? To a Prince they had not tried, or a Monarch whoſe good- 
neſs they had experienced. 


Sir Hengy CavenDisH faid he denied that the preſent caſe 
was ſimilar to that of the revolution. The throne at that time 
was vacant ; the King had abdicated his authority; but now 
there was no vacancy in the throne ; for though his Majeſty was 
by a diſorder rendered incapable of diſcharging the kingly func- 
tions, yet there was no abdication or vacancy ; and therefore the 


perſon to be appointed was but a ſubſtitute for a King. He 
would vote for the addreſs. | 


The ATTornty GENERAL defired the Clerk to read the act 
of the 4th William and Mary, Chap. 1. SeR. 1. 

“ For as much as this kingdom of Ireland is annexed and 
© united to the imperial crown of England, and by the laws and 
* ſtatutes of this kingdom is declared to be juſtly and rightfully 
depending upon, and belonging and for ever united to the ſame, 
“and the kings and queens of England are, by undoubted 
* right, kings and queens of this realm, and ought to enjoy the 

ſtile, title, majeſty, power, pre-eminence, juriſdiction, prero- 

gative and authority of kings and queens of the ſame ; and 
whereas our ſovereign liege, lord and lady, king William 
and queen Mary, ſince their happy acceſſion to the crown of 
England, with great expence of blood and treaſure, and the 
extreme hazard of his majeſty's royal perſon, have delivered 
this their kingdom from the miſeries and calamities of an in- 
teſtine war, and moſt horrid rebellion raiſed up among us by 
the Iriſh papiſts, and inſtigated, abetted and ſupported by the 
power of the French king, thereby ſecuring us from the dan- 
ger of popery and arbitrary power, with which we were threat- 
ened in a moſt imminent manner, and have moſt happily re- 
duced this their kingdom to a ſtate of peace and order; and 
reſtored to us our laws and liberties, and the free and impartial 
admiuiſtration of juſtice : We, the lords ſpiritual and tem- 
poral, and commons, in the preſent parliament aſſembled, in 
the name of all the people of this kingdom, do from the bot- 
tom of our hearts, with all poſſible thankfulneſs acknowledge 
the goodneſs of Almighty God, in raifing up their majeſties 
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« to deliver and reign over us; of whoſe goodneſs, wiſdom and 
& courage we have already found ſuch happy and bleſſed effects.“ 


The ATTorney GEntrat.—Sir, I now requeſt gentlemen 
to recolle& we are not debating, whether we are to lay reſtricti- 
ons on the Prince of Wales, or not; we are now to conſider 
whether the addreſs moved for is an inſtrument ſufficient to con- 
vey to his royal highneſs the regal authority ; and whether it be 
ſuch an addreſs as we ought to preſent. 

Before I proceed I mutt obſerve that I am perfectly convinced 
what I ſhall ſay will have no manner of effect on gentlemen who 
form the government on the other fide of the Houſe ; for let 
them propoſe whatever addreſs they may take into their heads, it 
will certainly be voted ; and therefore I would not have riſen to 
trouble the committee at all, if I was not convinced that the 
meaſures propoſed are equally contrary to the common and ſtatute 
law of this realm, and criminal in the extreme. | 

I ſhall in as few words as poſſible, ſtate my opinion. And 
firſt, I maintain that the crown of Ireland and the crown of Eng- 
land are inſcparably and indiſſolubly united. Secondly, I do 
maintain that rhe Iriſh Parliament is perfectly and totally inde- 
pendent of the Britiſh Parliament. 

The firit poſition is your ſecurity ; the ſecond is your freedom; 
and when gentlemen talk any other language than this, they either 
tend to the ſeparation of the crowns, or the ſubjugation of your 

Parliament; they invade either your ſecurity or your liberty; 
farther, the only ſecurity of your liberty is your connection with 
Great Britain, and gentlemen * who riſk breaking the connecti- 
on muſt make up their minds to an union. God forbid I ſhou d 
ever ſee that day; but if ever the day on which a ſeparation ſhall 


be attempted, may come, I ſhall not heſitate to embrace a union 


rather than a ſeparation. | 

Under the Duke of Portland's government the grievances of 
Ireland were ſtated to be, c 

The alarming uſurpation of the Britiſh Parliament. 

A perpetual Mutiny Bull. | | 

And the powers aſſumed by the Privy Council. 

Theſe grievances were redreſſed, and in redreſſing them you 
paſſed a law repealing part of Poynings. By your new law you 
enact, that all bills which paſs the two Houſes here, which ſhall 
be certified into England, and which ſhall be returned under the 
great ſeal of England, without any addition, diminution, or al- 
te rat ion hatſoc ver, ſhall pals into law, and no other. By this 
you make the great ſeal of England eſſentially and indiſpenſably 
neceſſary on the paſſing of laws in Ireland; you can paſs no act 
without firſt certifying it into England, and having it returned 
under the great ſcal of that kingdom, inſomuch that were the 
King of England and Ireland to come here in perſon and to reſide, 
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he could not paſs a bill without its being firſt certified to his Re- 
gent in England, who mult return it under the ſeal of that king- 
dom before his Majeſty could even in perſon aſſent to it. This 
bill was framed and introduced by a gentleman, certainly of as 
good intentions as any man in the kingdom. By this bill the 
creat ſeal of England is the organ by which the King of England 
ſpeaks, and the great ſeal of Ireland is the organ by which the 
King of Ireland ſpeaks, and it is nonſenſe to fay, that it is as 
King of Ireland he affixes the great ſea! of England to Iriſh acts; 
as well might you ſay that it is as King of Ireland he affixes the 
great ſeal of England to treaties of peace, alliance or commerce, 
which nevertheleſs include Ireland. I have ſtated, that his Ma- 
jeſty could not, were he here in perſon, pals an act without firſt 
having the great ſeal of England afixed thereto. Let me now 
for a moment ſuppoſe, that we, in the dignity of our indepen- 
dence, appoint a Regent for Jreland, being a different perſon 
from the Regent of England, a caſe not utterly impoilibie, if the 
gentlemen inſiſt on our appointing the Prince of Wales before 
it ſhall be known whether he will accept the Regency of Eng- 
land; and ſuppoſe we ſhould go farther, and deſire him to give 
the royal aſſent to bills, he would ſay, My good people of Ire- 
land, you have by your own law made the great ſeal of England 
abſolutely and eſſentially neceſſary to be affixed to each bill be- 
fore it paſſes in Ireland, that ſeal is in the hands of the Chan- 
cellor of England, who is a very ſturdy fellow; that Chancellor 
is an officer under the Regent of England, I have no manner of 
authority over him, and fo, my very good people of Ireland, you 
had better apply to the Regent of England, and requeſt that he 
will order the Chancellor of England to affix the great ſeal of 
England to your bills, otherwiſe, my very good people of Ire- 
land, I cannot paſs them.” | | 
We are told in a very learned and elaborate ſpeech, that the 
penalty of premunire is annexed to the crime of both or either . 
of the two Houſes, attempting to legiſlate without the conſent 
of the King, and the remedy propoſed by the learned author of 
the ſpeech, is to avoid the danger of the ſtatute by appointing 
a King of our own. I ſhall give no anſwer to this, but I call 
upon any man to ſhew me in the ſtatute book, or any other book 
of authority, where the powers of a Regent are defined ; or to 
ſhew me any two inſtances in which the powers committed to the 
Cuſtodes Regni were ſimilar. Then if the Houſe ſhall by force 
of an addreſs, upon the inſtant, *and without any communication 
with England, inveſt a Regent with powers undefined, L do ſay, 
that when the moment of reflection comes, it will ſtartle the boldeſt 
adventurers in England; and give me leave in this place to remind 
gentlemen of the language they held with England in the day 


they aſſerted their freedom— Perpetual connexion—common 
Vor. IX. 


wo PARLIAMENTARY OY 


fortune—we will riſe or fall with England—we will ſhare her 
liberty, and we will ſhare her fate.” We did then applaud the 
manly policy of England, but now we will not condeſcend to re- 
ceive information from her; and therefore I ſay it will ſtartle the 
boldeſt adventurer in England when this conduct of ours ſhall be 
related. Do gentlemen recolle& the arguments uſed in England 
to juſtify the fourth propoſition of the commercial treaty ? He- 
land, ſaid they, having a Parliament of her own, may think fit 
to carry on a commerce, and regulate her trade by laws different 
from, perhaps contradictory to, the laws of Great Britain. How 
well-founded this obſervation was, we ſhall prove if we ſeize the 
firſt opportunity that may hereafter offer of our differing with 
Great Britain in one great imperial queſtion ; certainly if it be 
the ſcheme to differ in all imperial queſtions, and if this be abet- 
ted by men of great authority, they mean to drive us to an union, 
and the method they take is certainly more effectual to ſweep 
away oppoſition, than if all the ſluices of corruption were open- 
ed together, and deluged the country's repreſentatives ; for it is 
certain nothing leſs than the alternative of ſeparation could ever 
force an union. 

Several alluſions have been made in this debate to the public 
conduct of parties in England. I am free to ſay that I ſhould 
think it an act of preſumption in any man out of this Houſe to 
animadvert upon our proceedings, and therefure I cannot but ſay 
that, in my mind, it is highly indecent in any member of this 
allembly to ſpeak with diſreſpect of any proceeding which has 
paſſed in Great Britain; upon that ſubject, therefore I ſhall be 
lent. | 

The revolution has been quoted as a precedent for us to follow. 
It is faid that at the revolution the convention proceeded by ad- 
dreſs; no doubt they did, but, prior to their addreſs, there was 
2 negociation of ſome length between the convention and the 
Prince of Orange; propoſitions were made to him with reſpe& 
to the extent of power to be committed to him, or whether the 
royal powers were to be committed to him only in right of the 
Princeſs of Orange. The Prince cut this negociation very ſhort, 
by declaring, that if he was not to be King of England with all 
the powers of royalty, he would immediately retire to Holland, 
and leave them to their good old King James. Theſe were the 
circumſtances in Englaud. But what happened here, where 
King James had holden a Parliament, and exerciſed all the pre- 
rogatives royal? The Parliament here, conicious of the danger 
they had juſt eſcaped, conſcious that, by the act of Hen. VIII. 
the King of England was, from the moment he was inveſted with 
the Crown of England, King of Ireland, and the exiſtence of 
this country depended on the preſervation of the union which we, 
are now about to diſſolve, and to prevent the poſſibility of miſ- 
conſtruction of the act of Heu. VIII. paſſed the act which has 
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juſt been read by the clerk, reciting, declaring and enacting, the 
inſeparable connection of the crown of this realm with, and its 
dependence upon the crown of England; and, that no trace 
might remain of the acts of a King of Ireland, who had claimed 
to exerciſe royal powers, ſeparately and diſtinctly, from the 
crown of England, declaring all laws which had been made in 
this country, from the abdication of James II. to be null and 
void; and this directs, that the records of theſe laws ſhould be 
brought up to the Caſtle of Dublin to be cancelled, and annexes 
very heavy penalties to diſobedience of this order. Does it then 
appear that our anceſtors thought that William and Mary had no 
right to the Iriſh crown from the crown of England? Does 
it appear that it was then conſidered, that Ireland was at liberty 
to act under a King of her choice, or that the authority of King 
William did not extend to this country till it was recognized by 
the Iriſh Parliament? No. 'The firſt act of the Parliament of 
Ireland was to recognize the authority of the King of England, 
and to declare, that from the moment the crown of England was 
ry upon his head, he was lawful and rightful heir of this 
realm, 

The Peers created by James in Ireland, after his abdication of 
the crown, never have been acknowledged as Peers of the realm; 
this ſhews, that by the fundamental principles of our laws and 
conſtitution, the people of Ireland are prohibited from taking 
a lead in any inſtance where the executive government of the 
empire is to be provided for. —Suppoſe you chuſe a Regent in the 
manner ſuggeſted, and that by any fatality a different Regent 
ſhould be appointed for Great Britain, and your Regent chuſes 
to come over here, and execute his government in perſon—the 
moment a Regent is appointed for Great Britain, he may fend a 
commiſſion, under the great ſeal of England, appointing a Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, and to that commiſſion your Regent 1s 
bound to pay obedience ; if he refuſes he ſtakes his head on the 
experiment. Thus, every ſtep you take in appointing the Prince 
of Wales Regent to this country, till you ſhall be aſcertained that 
he is actually Regent of England, leads but to further difficulty, 
error and perplexity. | 

Sir, I will not yield to any man in perſonal- reſpe& and at- 
tachment to the Prince of Wales. No man can think of him 
more highly than I do; but I will manifeſt my reſpe& and at- 
tachment to the Prince of Wales, by endeavouring to preſerve 
entire the imperial crown, which in the courſe of nature will de- 
ſcend to him, and which we are now, by an act of criminal raſh- 
neſs, about to deprive of its beſt appendage. I will not inſult 
the Prince of Wales by an addreſs, which cannot confer on him 
the ſhadow of royal power; I wiſh to inveſt him with ſubflantiol 
royal powers, which he may execute conſiſtently with the laws by 
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which he is to govern, Will any man ſay, that we are now in 
full Parliament? Is not his Majeſty, George the Third, to whom 
we have all ſworn allegiance, living? and I hope God in his mercy 
will ſoon reſtore him. [Here there was an univerſal acelamation 
in the Houſe]—lIs not his Lord Lieutenant here in full autho- 
rity ? What have we then to do? As ſoon as we ſhall be certified 
that the Prince of Wales is inveſted with the authority of Regent 
in England, paſs an act to inveſt him with that authority in Ire- 
land. Send this a& to the Prince Regent in England ; he will 
then have the command of the great ſeal of England, and return 
our act authenticated according to law. His Lord Lieutenant 
may then, by his command, give the royal aſſent to it; and who 
ſhall ſay that it is not a law of the land? But ſuppoſe, as I ſaid 
before, that the Prince does not accept the Regency in England; 
and certainly we have no evidence that he will-—ſuppoſe your 
addreſs ſhould reach him before he is actually inveſted with royal 
powers in England, in what ſituation do you put him? You call 
on him, in defiance of two acts of Parliament which make the 
crowns inſeparable, to dethrone the King his father. You call 
upon him to do an act now at which hereafter his nature will 
revolt. 

Sir, J have ſaid, and I muſt repeat it, no man can have an 
higher opinion of the virtues and great endowments of his royal 
highneſs than I have; I doubt not they will be the brighteſt orna- 
ments of the Britiſh crown whenever he ſhall wear it ; but th 
are falſe friends of the Prince of Wales who ſhall adviſe him to 
receive an addreſs, that may give him cauſe to curſe the hand 
which preſented it. 1 know, Sir, that liberties, indecent in the 
extreme, have been taken with the name of that auguſt perſonage 
l know it has been whiſpered that every man who ſhall vote 
againſt this addreſs, will be conſidered as voting againſt him, and 
treating him with diſreſpect ; but if any man has had the guilt 
and folly to poiſon the mind with ſuch an infinuation, JI will truſt 
to his good ſenſe to diſtinguiſh his friends; I will truſt to his good 
ſenſe to determine whether they are his friends who wiſh to guard 
the imperial rights of the Britiſh crown, or they who would ſtake 
them upon the momentary and impotent triumph of an Engliſh 
party. What matters it to the Prince whether he receives royal 
authority by bill or by addreſs? Is there a man who will preſume 
to libel him, and to aſſert that the ſucceſs of this meaſure will be 
a triumph to him? Gracious God! does any man who calls him- 
ſelf a friend to the Prince of Wales preſume to ſay, that any ad- 
dreſs which he can preſent to him will be a ſubject of triumph to 
him? In his exalted lation he will triumph only in governing a 
great nation, with honour to himſelf and with advantage to his 
people. If you wiſh to pay a compliment to the Prince of 
Wales, guard the imperial rights of the Britiſh crown. He can 
have no triumph but that of governiug a great and happy people; 
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if you would give him a triumph, guard their rights, and guard 
the rights of the crown. 

There is a feature in this proceeding which, independent of 
every other objection to it, does in my mind make it highly re- 
prehenſible, and that is, that I conſider it as a formal appeal from 
the Parliament of England to that of Ireland. Reſpecting the 
parties who make this appeal I ſhali ſay nothing: But although 
there may be much dignity on our part in receiving this appeal, 
I cannot ſee any ſtrong ſymptoms of v iſdom in it; becanſe by ſo 
doing I ſhould conceive we muſt inevitably ſow the ſeeds of jea- 
louſy and diſunion between the Parliaments of the two countries; 
and though I do not by any means deſire. of the Parliament of 
this country implicitly to follow the Parliament of England, I 
ſhould ſuppoſe it rather a wiſe maxim for this country always to 
concur with the Parliament of Great Britain, unleſs for very 
ſtrong reaſons indeed ve are obliged to differ from it. If it is to 
be a point of Irith dignity to differ with the Parliament of Eng- 
land to ſhew our independence, I very much fear that ſober men 
in this country who have eſtates to loſe, will ſoon become ſick of 
independence. The fact is, that conſtituted as it is, the govern- 
ment of this country never can go on, unleſs we follow Great 
Britain implicitly in all regulations of imperial policy. The in- 
dependence of your Parliament is your freedom; your depen- 
dence on the crown of England is your ſecurity for that free- 
dom; and gentlemen who profeſs themſelves, this night, advo- 
cates for the independence of the Iriſh crown, are advocates for 
its ſeparation from England. . 

Let us agree with England in three points :—one King—one 
law—one religion. Let us keep theſe great objects ſteadily in 
view and we act like wiſe men; and if you make the Prince of 
Wales your Regent, and grant him the plenitude of power, in 
God's name, let it be done by bill; otherwiſe I ſee ſuch danger 
that I deprecate the meaſure propoſed. I call upon the country 
gentlemen of Ireland; this is not a time to think of every two- 
penny grievance, every paltry diſappointment ſuſtained at the 
Caſtle of Dublin: If any man has been aggrieved by the Vice- 
roy, and chuſes to compole a philippic on the occaſion, let him 
give it on the debate of a turnpike bill, where it will not be ſo 
diſgraceful to the man who utters it, and to thoſe who will not 
liſten to him, as it will be on the preſent occaſion. Sir, I abo- 
minate the idea of reſtraining the Prince regent in the power of 
making Peers in this country, or in limiting him in the power of 
making grants on the narrow principles of ſuſpicion and diſtruſt, 
This is a queſtion which refts upon very different ground in this 
country from that on which it has been taken up in England ; and 
if gentlemen can reconcile to themſelves a precedent for adopting 
in this country, a different form of executive government from 


_ that eſtabliſned in England, I have not the ſmalleſt apprehenſion 
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that the powers which may be committed to the Prince of Wales 
by the Parliament of Ireland will be abuſed by him. 


The SecrETARY OF STATE ſaid he lamented that he was 
under the neceſſity of differing from thoſe gentlemen, with whom 
he commonly acted, as to the mode ſuggeited by them, of ap- 
pointing a Regent: He thought it ſhould be done by an ad- 
dreſs, and that it could not be done by an act of Parliament, 
though he agreed that an act of Parliament might be proper to 
give the forms of law to the appointment of the two Houſes of 
Parliament ; but this was proper only becauſe judges looked into 
the ſtatute book, and not into the journals of Parliament, for 
their direction in expounding the law; but he affirmed, that the 
Lords and Commons of Ireland, whether aiſembled in Parliament 
or in Convention, are fully competent to ſupply every deficiency 
in the ſupreme executive, from whatever caule ſuch deficiency 


may ariſe. They had this power, becauſe they repreſented the 


three eſtates of the realm: and, he ſaid, thoſe principles ap- 
peared from the authority of Sir Edward Coke, in his beſt con- 
ſtitutional work, publiſhed at the defire of the long Parliament; 
but theſe great principles were eſtabliſhed beyond controverſy, 
by the great precedent of the Revolution. In that inſtance, the 
two Houſes ſupplied the defect in the executive, by veſting the 
Prince of Orange with the full powers of the crown : This was 
dome without condition or reſtriction; they enumerated their 
grievances, but they thought it neceſſary to ſupply the deficiency 
in the ex-cutive power, before they redreſſed them. The vacancy 
of the tirone did not affect the queſtion of the power of the two 
Houſes, fo far as it related to the ſupply of the deficiency in the 
executive; the Lords who at firſt voted that the throne was not 
vacant, agreed as to the power of the two Houſes, and the diſ- 
tinction attempicd as to the vacancy of the throne, applied no- 
minally to the regency, but really to the ſucceſſion. He affirmed 
that the two Houſes acted in this reſpect in the repreſentative and 
not in their legiſlative capacity; it was clear what the two Houſes 
could do; they may ſupply a deficiency in the third eſtate, but 
when they have done this, they are fun offictis ; their power ex- 
tends ho further, they cannot proſtrate, though they may re- 
build ; they may ſupply the main ſpring, but they cannot make a 
new machine; they may ſupply a defect in the exerciſe of royal 
power, but they cannot change the conſtitution, He compared 
it to grants from the crown, where, if the King annexed a con- 
dition or reitrictivn, reſtricting the legal powers of the office, the 
grant was good and the condition void; it was, he laid, like the 
execution of powers by individuals, who could do the act they 
were empowered to do, but if they annexed a condition to which 
the power did not extend, the condition was iu itſelf a nullity. No 
precedent exiſted, he ſaid, of ſupplying a deficiency in the third 
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eſtate by the legiſlature: In the precedents in the reign of Henry 
VI. the legiſlature was full, not by fiction, for he conſidered the 
acts of the privy council in directing, and of chancellors in iſſuing 
writs for the meeting of Parliament, and in the appointment of a 
commiſſioner to meet that Parliament, as very different from the 
conduct of the two Houſes of Parliament, creating by their au- 
thority a fictitious third eſtate; becauſe in the former inſtance, 
the perſons directing the great ſeal to be uſed, and the officer uſing 
it, are reſponſible to the two Houſes of Parliament for any abuſe 
of their official powers; but the two Houſes of Parliament, if 
they exceed their conſtitutional powers, are under no check or 
controul. The chancellor in the time of Henry VI. and*Lord 
Hardwicke, in the year 1754, acted honeſtly and boldly, in affix- 
ing the great ſeal to letters patent, appointing commiſſioners to 
meet the Parliament; but that the two Houſes of Parliament 


ſhould appoint a commiſſioner to meet themſelves, appcared to 


him to be a fiction, not warranted by precedent or by reaſon 
but in this kingdom a Regent could not be appointed by act of 
Parliament — To every bill in this kingdom, beſides the aſſent of 
the two houſes, three things were neceſſary: the great ſeal of 
Ireland, and the great ſeal of England, which muſt be affixed to 
every bill before it can paſs into a law; but a third requiſite was 
indiſpenſable, namely, a commiſſion for giving the royal aſſent ; 
ſuch a commiſſion was annexed to every bill, and it could only be 
granted to the Regent of Ireland, and that therefore no law 
could paſs in this kingdom till a Regent ſhould be firſt ap- 
pointed. 

Would any man fay that the Regent of England could, as 
ſuch, give the royal aſſent to an Iriſh bill; or that if he had not 
the power of doing it by himſelf, he could grant a commiſſion to 
any other perſon to do it? He further obſerved, that reſorting to 
the great ſeal of England, which muſt be done, if the mode of 
originating this meaſure by an act of parliament was practicable, 
was a meaſure unneceſſary in itſelf, and, for the moſt obvious rea- 
ſens, highly inexpedient. If they could not appoint a Regent 
by anact of parliament directly, they ought not to do it fictitiouſſy; 
a mode of proceeding which houſes of parliament had never hereto- 
fore adopted; but it could not be done by any fiction in this 
country, for though we took upon ourſelyes to direct the functions 
of the chancellor of Ireland, we could not dire& thoſe of Eng- 
land ; and if we could, whateyer was done by the order and under 
the authority of the two houſes, muſt be conſidered as done by 
the two houſes themſelves, and would be nothing more than a vote 
of the two houſes in a different form ; but though they have the 
power of ſupplying the ſupreme executive by an a& of parlia- 
ment which they certainly had not, yet they ought to prefer the 
mode of addreſs, as being the moſt immediate; the neceſſity was 
urgent, protection was the ſource of allegiance. The people of 
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Ireland were entitled to the protection of a monarch, or of a 
perſon empowered to exerciſe all the royal functions, and that con- 
ſtitutional protection they had not at preſent ; for a d:legated go- 
vernment, not under the contronl and Aire 0 of the monarch, 

was not the conſtitution of this kingdom. Thoſe who reſorted 
to an act of parliament, had in view the reſtrictions more than 
the appointment of a Regent; and therefore they legiſated well, 

convinced that nothing but the legiſſature could reſtrict He faid, 

the country had a right to expect that thoſe who had been many 
years converſant in the law and in the uſages of Parliament, 
ſhould deliver their ſentiments upon a ſubject of ſo much impor- 
tance and novelty ; and declared that he never gave an opinion 
from clearer conviction than in agreeing with the motion for an 
addreſs to his royal highneſs the prince of Wa les, requeſting him 
to aſſume the exerciſe of the royal functions, as the only conſti- 
tut ional and practicable mode of proceeding. 

In reply to the Attorney General, he affirmed, that the acts 
annexing the crown of Izeland to the crown of Eng! land, did not 
apply to the preſent queſtion, unleſs it was affirmed that the re- 
gency of Ireland was inſeparably annexed to the regency of Eng- 
land, which no man would venture to affirm. The great ſeal of 
England made no difference in the queſtion, whether ic ſhould be 
affixed by the Regent of England in that capacity, or as Regent 
of Ireland, for ſtill a further act remained to be done, namely, 
the grant of a commiſſion to give the royal aſſent. He was ſur- 
priſed to hear it aſſerted, that this commiſſion was a work of ſu- 
pererogation; he ved. without fach a commiſſion the bill 
could never paſs into a law, and inftited, that to maintain the 
opinion of the right honunrable gentleman, he muſt eſtabliſh one 
of theſe pr: pęutions: Fither that the Regeut of England could 
grant a con:million for giving the royal aſſent to bills in Ireland, 
or that the »: val alert to bills in Ircand was unneceſſary, or that 
it was not neccffary to gire it in parliament, Ile affirmed, that 
the act of 1782 made no elteration as to the manner of paſſing 
laws; the creat i-ale of the two kingdoms were as unneceſſary be- 
fore as after paſſing that act; its object was the prevention of al- 
teration by the privy council of either kingdom, and therefore it 
enacts, that the bills g; ſſed by the two houſes ſhould be certified 
under the great ſeal of this kingdom, without. alteration, and 
ſhould be returned from England in the like manner, and that 

ſuch bills, and no others, ſhould paſs in parliament here. That 
this act does in no ſort interfere with the royal aſſent, but ſup- 
oſes that it 1s to be given, as heretofore, by the words * paſſed 
in parliament;“ and he prefumed it would not be contended, 
either that ſuch an indiſpenſable requiſite as the royal aſſent to a 
law ſtould be taken away without an expreſs act of parliament 
for that purpoſe, which would be a law ſubverſive of the conſti- 
tution ; or, that the affixing the great ſeal of England, in the 
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privy council of Great Britain, to an Iriſh bill, was giving the 

royal aſſent to ſuch a bill, which aſſent can only be given in full 
arliament. 

le ſaid that ſomething had fallen in debate from gentlemen of 

favours received from the crown, of deſerting the king in his in- 

firmities, and of the puniſhment that would await ſuch tranſgreſ- 


1 fion on the recovery of the ſovereign. This kingdom, he ſaid, 
8 was not ſo circumſtanced as to attend to the care of his majeſty's 
3 | royal perſon in his preſent unhappy ſtate. No man would, or 
9 ought to have gone further than he himſelf in the performance 


of his duty; but the only attention in the power of that houſe to 
ſhew to the infirmity of their ſovereign, was to ſupply the defi- 
5 ciency in the ſupreme executive, by requeſting the heir apparent 
3 to exerciſe the royal functions during his majeſty's Hneſs. He 
__ had the moſt entire conviction, that on his majeſty's recovery, he 
would expreſs his royal approbation, that this was done imme- 
diately without impoſing any diſgraceful reitriftions on his heir 
apparent; and he had this conviction, on two grounds, becauſe 
5 his majeſty had been always pleaſcd with that conduct in his prin- 
br cipal ſervants, that tended molt eſfectually to promote the hap- 
- pineſs of his people; and becaule that great perſonage, who muſt 
be ſuppoſed to be beſt acquainted with his majeſty's ſentiments, 
has been pleaſed to mention, if we can depend upon the public 
prints, that ſuch would be found to be the diſpoſition of our ſo- 
vereign ; but, if his majeſty's miniſters ſhould, on the reſtoration 
of his health, adviſe his majeſty to give any marks of his royal 
diſpleaſure to ſuch of his ſervants, as on a great national and con- 
ſtitutional ſubject followed the conviction of their judgments, he 
would patiently abide 1t, and would never wiſh to ferve with ſuch 
miniſters. He reminded the houle that he had frequently, on 
great commercial and conſtitutional queſtions, differed from his 
majeſty's miniſters, and would be ever ready to do ſo, and to 
ſtake whatever he or his family poſſeſſed under the crown, in fol- 
lowing the decided dictates of his judgment. He acknowledged, 
he ſaid, with the deepeſt ſenſe of gratitude, the great favours 
which he had received from his majeſty, who he had the honour 
of ſerving for twenty-eight years, and was now one of his oldeſt 
ſervants in the ſtate, or law; that he had ſerved his ſovereign 
wich diligence and fidelity, and thought that the beſt return to 
be made for royal favours was, an honeſt performance of the im- 
portant and arduous truſts repoſed in him by his ſovereign, and 
a perſeverance in ſupporting the dignity and ſtrength of his ma- 
jeſty's government, and the happineſs and proſperity of his peo- 
ple. In reſpect to perſonal attacks, which he was informed had 
been made in his abſence, by a gentleman not known to him, he 
would only ſay, that if that gentleman thought it of any advan- 
tage to him, or his argument, he had not the leaſt objection to 
his taking that liberty; but it certainly would be of no advan- 
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tage to him, or his argument, to take the ſame liberty with that 
gentleman. As a revenue office which he held had been menti- 
oned, he thought it neceſſary to explain that matter to the houſe. 
He ſaid he was a purchaſer of that grant from the crown ; he did 
not mean for money, and had refuſed to accept of the grant, un- 
leſs the conſideration for it, which far exceeded the value of the 
grant, was recited in the letters patent, which has been accord 

ingly done ; and if it ſhould ever be neceſſary to lay down any 8 


rule for leſſening the national expences, to which the cireumſtances 
of this grant may not be thought to furniſh a juſt exception, he 


: ſhould be found ready to ſuppert ſuch meaſures, without regard 
to any intereſt of his own. 


The ATTornety GENERAL ſaid he denied that denunciations 
of vengeance were held out by adminiſtration, 


Mr. Conor rx. — When I had the honour of moving the ad- 
dreſs, I little thought any wan would ſuppoſe I intended to ſepa- 
rate the two crowns; the tenor of my conduct through life beſt 
contradicts ſuch ſuſpicion. The right honourable gentleman has 
ſaid, it will ſurpriſe the boldeſt adventurer of you all. [Here 
the Attorney General ſet him right, he had ſaid it would ſtartle 
the boldeſt adventurer in England] I know it will ; but it will 
meet the applauſe of every honeſt Iriſhman, and of every man in 
England who reſpects the conſtitution, I did not intend to ſay a 
word about Engliſh parties ; but if I muſt ſpeak, I believe the 
preſent conteſt will be found a ſtruggle for power; but let not us 
follow thoſe parties, let the Prince of Wales have the regency 


with full power, and the king have every proof of affection and 
reſpect. 


Mr. Cuxzanx ſaid he roſe to ſupport the mode of an addreſs. 
He faid much irrevelant matter had forced itſelf into the debate 
on a e the moſt ſimple and obvious that ever came before 
the houſe. The fact of incapacity was aſcertained ; the two 
houſes maſt provide for the deficiency. The principle of the Bri- 
tiſh conſtitution, he ſaid, in either kingdom ſimply was, that the 
third eftate ſhould be certain and not elective. The right of elec- 
tion was the right of ambition, of faction, of intrigue, of ſhed- 
ding civil blood. But this was a queſtion to be conſidered on an- 
other principle alſo, the compact that united the crowns of Eng- 
land and Ireland: The compact is that the executive power of 
the two kingdoms ſhall be ever the ſame. If either country has 
a wild arbitrary right of election, both have the ſame; and if ſo 
the abſurdity follows, that they are bound to have the ſame third 
eltate, and yet have a right of chooſing different third eſtates ; 
that, he ſaid, was groſs conſtitutional nonſenſe; to avoid that 
abſurdity, we ſhould ſeek for ſome ſtriking circumſtances that 
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point out to both nations the common Regent ; they were, he 
ſaid, evidently the full age and the capacity of the heir apparent; 
this could here be no other. England agreed in the unanſwera- 
ble neceſſity of chooſing the Prince: Ireland was unanimous in 
the ſame choice. They both confeſſed it was clearly right to do 
ſo; it followed of courſe it would be clearly wrong to do other- 
wiſe. At followed at leait that the two countries thought it their 
indiſpenſable duty to make that choice; and he knew no 
other quality of a right, than a claim that could not be over-ruled 
by the tribunal competent to decide upon it. All diſputations 
on that point ſo confeſſed, could be only the refinement of verbal 
ſophiſtry, or the pretext of faction. The perſon then was evi- 
dently deſignated. The next queſtion was, what truſt was to be 
delegated to him? He thought the entire power of the third 
eſtate. He diſavowed the idea of doing this on any principle hut 
a conſtitutional one, He thought of is royal highneſs, as the 
houſe ſeemed to think, with all couficerce in his virtue; but he 
acted not from any motive of confidence in his viitte ; but he 
reſpected perſonage: he was the repreſentative ot the puople 
and caution, not confidence, ſhould be the principle of his con- 
duct —But here he did not think he had a legal right of yield- 
ing to diffidence, even if he found any reaſon to diftide, The 
conſtitution debarred him from any exerciſe of auy fancied 
prudence. The law of the conſtitution ſays, that no «Rote of 
parliament can be abridged without its (wn conſent. Here it 
cannot conſent ; it cannot be abridged but by act of parliament. 
We can make no act of parliament ; for to that the three eſtates 
are neceſſary. We are but two; to abridge the tlind tate now, 
would be to ſteal the ſceptre, when the hand from which i had 
fallen could not protect it; it would be to become judges n our 
own cauſe, when our opponent could not ſpeak for himſelf. 

He ſaid he ſaw clearly that this kingdom had much to reform, 
but this was no time. He would arm the third eftate with its 
conſtitutional ſhield, and then attack it with conſtitutional u cap- 
ons; to do any thing elſe would be to obtain a victory by rub- 
bery, not by virtue; to redreſs the people by theft and plunder, 
not by law.—He would ſupport their rights ; he thought they 
had great claims for redreſs of many crying grievances, but he 
would not redreſs them by betraying the conſtitution, by thicv- 
ing {rom the third eſtate, and by provoking it to reprilals perhaps 
beyond the meaſure of what it had loſt.— This might be called 
raſh, and was called criminal by a right honomable member the 
Attorney General]; but he confided more in that learned mem- 
ber, as a prophet, than a lawyer; for that hon. member premiſed 
that he deſpaired of finding the houſe concur in his opinion. 
The only point that remained, he ſaid, was how theſe full powers 
ſhould be delegated, by addreſs or by act. The latter, he ſaid, 
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was impoſſible : we are but two eſtates, they could not legiſlate, 
they may deliberate ; they may declare the incapacity of the 
Kings the right of the prince; but they could do ic only by ad- 
dreſs. He had heard itrange doctrines from a right honourable 
member, [the Attorney General]— Did that gentleman think 
two eſtates could legiſlate ? e had ſaid theaffixing the great ſeal 
of England made an Iriſh law; that an act coming to our lords 
ſo authenticated was, i/o facto law. Did the honourable mem- 
ber think a third eſtate ſupplied by a creature of the two houſes, 
by a forgery on the conſtitution, by a phantom that had no in- 
tereſt to guard, no will to conſult, no power to reſcue ? It was 
taking ſeals for crowns, and baubles for ſceptres ; it was worſhip- 
ping wafers and wax in the place of a king; it was ſubſtituting 
the mechanical quibble of a practiſing lawyer for the ſound deduc- 
tion of a philoſopher, ſtanding on the vantage ground of ſcience ; 
it was more like the language of an attorney particular than an 
Attorney General; it was that kind of filly fatuity that, on any 
other ſubject, be would leave to be anſwered by ſilence and con- 
tempt ; but when blaſphemy was uttered agaiuſt the conſtitution, 
It could not paſs under its infignificance, becauſe the eſſence ſhould 
be reprehended, though the doctrine could not make a proſelyte. 
— The right honourable member had ſaid, that we were compe- 
tent to make an act; if ſo a regent was unneceſſary. With re- 
ſpe& to vs, our third eſtate did not make alliances, or peace, or 
war; it only legiſlated ; if we could without it legiſlate, we 
wanted no Regent. The learned member ſaid, the Regent of 
England might put the ſeal, and ſo give the royal aſſent. If ſo, 
he might refuſe it —if ſo, he might refuſe us a regent. But who 
was the regent of England ?—One elected. If fo, England's 
two houſes had a right to. elect a third eſtate for Ireland. But 
the right honourable member had ſaid that England gave up all 
pretenſions to legiſlate for us. What followed then from both his 
arguments? that neither England nor Ireland could refuſcitate 
our conſticution. 

Here he [Mr. Curran] went at large into the acts of Henry 
VIII. of William and Mary, and the modern act brought in by 
Mr. Yelverton, and argued from them that the crown of Ireland 
was annexed to, not merged in the crown of England: that no 
law could be law here by virtue of the ſeal of England, but by 
virtue only of the royal aſſent, by a real third eſtate, given in 
full parliament; and that the king of England, as ſuch, af- 
fixed the ſeal of England, but that he gave the royal aſſent as 
king of Ireland. He proceeded to ſtate further objections to 
attempting an act of legiſlation : Firlt, it was impoſlible ; any 
ſiction of a third eſtate was a conditional forgery, and he would 
never conſent to it. The frame of the ſlate was compoſed of 
two great ſegments of arches, and the crown was the key ſtone : 


if that key ſtone, by any fatality, fell out, what was to be done ? 
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Shall the ſeparated parts be brought to meet ſo as to ſupply its 
place? If you, ſaid he, do that, every joint mult be ſevered, 
every point of ſupport muſt be changed in ſo deſperate an expe- 
riment ; and if in that convulſion it falls not into ruin, the key 
ſtone can never be reſtored. In other words, ſaid he, I like not 
the affectation of legiſlating by two eſtates; it is holding out an 
idea to the people, that you can do altogether without the third; 
it is making a filly experiment by which the third eſtate, the only 
ſecurity of our liberty, is brought into diſrepute, poſſibly into 
diſuſe, and by which our glorious conſtitution may be loſt for 
ever. But the learned member has proteſted againſt giving up 
the queſtion of reſtrictions on the regent. He admitted that 
the two houſes being incompetent to legiſlate, could not reſtrict 
by addreſs ; if they had a mind to adopt the conſtitutional im- 
probity of mutilating the regal power, it muſt be by the ſemb- 
lance of an act; and therefore, ſuch a ſacrilege upon the conſti- 
tution, could be atchieved only by a prophanation of its forms. 
In that houſe he did not think it neceilary to go into ſuch detail 
of reſtriction: No man there eſpouſed his doctrine. He was a 
ſolitary and unprevailing preacher; but abſurdities might goabroad, 
and might be thought unanſwerable, merely becauſe they had not 
been thought worthy a reprehenſion; and particularly when 
other perſons, that ought to have weight with the public, had 
not zeal enough for the cauſe, againſt which thoſe calumnies were 
levelled, to diſavow them, but thought they acted more wiſely 
by giving them the authority of a filent implied approbation. 
Here he went into a variety of obſervations, and ridiculed the 
arguments of the Attorney Generals threatening us with the 
conſequences of ſeparation ; where, even if there was a right of 
election, that election had ſo happened as to ſecure our union. 
He diſdained, he ſaid, even the advantage of an union that 
could be preſerved only by our ſervility. Our union was of com- 
mon, of equal intereſt ; and was to be ſupported by mutual juſ- 
tice and good faith. He ſaid the argument of the right hon. 
member, that a regent of England could ſuperſede the regent 
of Ireland, was an outrage upon our independence, and muſt ex- 
cite the contempt of every Inſhman, So far, he ſaid, was he 
from thinking the two houſes competent, to make any act previous 
to the regency, that he thought they ought to make no act on 
the ſubject, even when the regent was in poſſeſſion of his functi- 
ons. A. right hon. member for whom he had the higheſt reſpect, 
[Mr, Grattan] ſeemed to compare the preſent caſe to the Revolu- 
tion; but the caſes were different; there the throne was vacant, 
here not; there a reſtricted power was to be given to the prince, 
here an unlimited one ; there the perſon to receive the regal powers 
was purely elected, here he is received from the authority of an 
irreſiſtible conſtitutional deſignation ; there it was a compact made 
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by negociation with the people, here it is a truſt pointed out by 
the conſtitution. But the right hon. member thinks the law ne- 
ceſſary to aſcertain the period of the power to the continuance of 
the incapacity. Firſt he muſt be completely regent before he 
can aſſent to ſuch a bill: and if ſo, he may refuſe that aſſent. 
Are we then without any ſecurity in caſe of his majeſty's re- 
covery ? Clearly not; unleſs we truſt it to an act. The conſti- 
tutional neceſſity that creates the Regent limits his continuance. 
if the king is reſtored, his right to the regal power revives with 
his capacity; and the exerciſe of it by any other individual would 
be uſurpation and treaſon. The caſe was then provided for by an 
higher authority, the law of Edward III. We would not, he 
thought, be wiſe in ſeeking to give authority to the firſt principle 
of the conſtitution; and to the ſtatutes that fecured the crown, 
by a compact with the regent, which ultimately he might refuſe 
to ratify, and juſtly refuſe, when he was in poſſeſſion of a power 
to which it was incident to aſſent or diſſent at his diſcretion. As 
for his part, he thought it was that kind of apprehenfion which 
it was ſcarcely decorous to anticipate» No man could ſuppoſe 
even the poſſibility of ſuch a danger, conſidering the part that 
illuſtrious perſonage had already acted; but if it was at all to be 
looked at, the laws already 1a force had abundantly provided for 
it. No new law could add to that proviſion. He therefore hoped 
the houſe would not adopt a meaſure that could have no poſſible 
operation, But as to a ſubſequent law, he ſaid, he threw out 
theſe remarks merely for the confideration of gentlemen ; as to 
the preſent, he was decided. The houſe ſeemed decided, with a 
very few exceptions, that an act was impoſſible and abſurd, and 


that the addreſs propoſed was the only expedient that could be 
adopted. 


Mr. Jonxsox ſaid he was not ſurpriſed at the anxiety ſiiewn 


by the right hon. gentleman behind him [the Secretary of State] 
in ſupport of the addreſs. The adꝗreſs was certainly the method 
by which the royal functions miglit be brought moſt ſpeedily into 
exerciſe ; and as the right hon. gentleman had himſelf enjoyed 
more of the bleſſings of royal favour than any other man in this 
kingdom, he was not ſurpriſed at his anxiety to reſtore that, by 


the beneficence of which he had lived, and by whoſe favour, no 


doubt, he expected again to flouriſh and be adorned. He was not, 
he ſaid, ſurpriſed at the eagerneſs of the hon. member [Mr. 
Ceorge Ponſonby] on the other ſide of the houſe; he had 
alſo taſted the ſweets of royal bounty, and his appetite, no doubt, 
was too ſound to be fo ſoon fated by enjoyment. He ſaid he 
was againit the addreſs. It was premature, and it was not the 
conſtitutional method. But it was not in human nature to conſi- 
der political queſtions purely in the abſtract. They could not be 
conlicered independently of their effects. The men inevitably 
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will be intermingled in the meaſures. The right hon. gentleman, 
who ſeems to be the maſter mover in this buſineſs, L Mr. Grattan] 
has had ſymptoms about him of having a majority in this houſe. 
His meaſures therefore will probably be carried, and his meaſures 
being carried, will probably lift him into favour. The right hon. 
gentleman ſtands high in the opinion and in the expectation of 
his country. It were a pity that ſuch an opinion ſhould be 
varied, and ſuch an expeRation diſappointed. The right hon. 
gentleman would therefore permit him to addreſs a few words to 
his particular hearing, by way of an affectionate, and at the ſame 
time, a reſpectful caution. The right hon. gentleman has a ma- 
Jority ; but is that majority compoſed of ſuch men as himſelf ? 
The right hon. gentleman has already talked in high miniſterial 
language of economy and reform: One of his hon, proſelytes, 
[Sir John Blaquiere] has already lectured us on the ſuppoſed in- 
human frugality and ſelfiſh profuſion of the preſent government. 
Is it from that proſelyte we are to expect ſupport of economy ? 
Is it from another of his proſelytes, the ſucceſſor of Mr. Cop- 
pinger, that the right hon. gentleman is to take his ſuggeſtions of 
humanity? Is it from another of his proſelytes, the packer, ſearcher, 
and gauger of the port of Strangford, that he is to take his 
plans of practical economy ? Is it from the Provoſt of Trinity 
College that he is to diſcover fitneſs of office and moderation in 
acceptance of office ? Did that ancient general of government 
hobble acroſs the houſe to prompt the right hon. gentleman, 
loaded with no other profits of his former victories, but the em- 
broidered garment and the laurel crown ? Was it at the plough 
tail that the right hon. gentleman found the old and virtuous Cin- 
cinnatus? No; he would not degrade a Roman name by ſuch an 
alluſion. But he would caution the right hon. gentleman againſt 
any holy confidence in a firm adherent to an eaſtern ſuperſtition ? 
in an ancient prieſt, who was to be ſeen at the dawn of day, 
ſcrambling up a little eminence 1n the country, there adoring the 
riſing ſun with ſervile proſtrations, but who had not before been 
heard to breathe one prayer of gratitude to the deſcending glory by 
whoſe ray, for two-and-twenty years, he had been irradiated, and 
by whoſe warmth he had grown into pride and notice. He would 
caution the right hon. gentleman againſt ſuch fallacious ſupport- 
ers; elſe he might be reduced to the ſituation of many a ſkilful 
navigator before him, who preſſed by the occaſion, manned their 
veſſels with ſuch hands as accident, not character, brought to 
them; a crew that behaved in an orderly way until they got out 
to ſea, but finding that they were to proceed on a ſober voyage, 

inſtead of the old courſe of privateering, they threw the captain 
overioard, plundered the veſſel; but certainly never deſerted 
while there was a bottle of rum or a biſcuit left in the ſhip. He 
hoped a ſimilar fate might not attend this political captain. He 
had now done with the men, he would ſpeak of the meaſure. By 
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the act of Henry VIII. the crown of Ireland is knit to the 
crown of England. By the act of William and Mary it is de- 
clared dependent on and belonging to the crown of England. 
The Hanover ſucgeſſion to the crown of England is enacted by 
an Englith act. That creation of title, long after the ſucceſſion 
took place, was only regagnized by an Iriſh act. What was the 
meaning of the crown in theſe acts? It is a word to expreſs the 
executive power. The executive powers, then, belonging to and 
dependent on the executive powers in England, cannot be varied 
or modified as long as that union remains the law of Ireland. 
While it remains it is a violation of that wiion to have an execu- 
tive power here different from that of England. If there is a dif- 
ferent meaſure of power, there is a different power the ſame 
perſon does not make the ſame power. We are limited, ſays an 
hon. gentleman, [Mr. Ponſonby] to the choice of perſon. Why? 


becauſe we know, faid he, that the people of England have choſen 


the prince of Wales. How do we know it ? The aſſertion of 
knowledge comes from the very man who, by inſiſting on the or- 
der of the day, refuſed to Jet the committee have the only infor- 
mation they could have. He denies us knowledge, and then he 
argues upon newſpaper information. The Revolution has been 
alluded to. It is not a precedent to go by. Why ? There the great 


object was to prevent the king's return to power. It is for that 


reaſon the gentleman inſiſted on it? But if there were a cafe in 
point, there the firſt addreſs was to the prince of Orange, to take 
upon him the adminiſtration of affairs, not to inveſt him with re- 
gal power. That addreſs was to make the prince of Orange a 
miniſter, this addreſs is to make the prince of Wales a ſovereign. 
There they were preſſed on all fides, a foreign force in the land, 
and the interna] adminiſtration of juſtice at an end, Here all is 
as uſual. There is not the ſame occaſion for precipitancy. The 
hurry here is indecency ; there 1t was neceſſity. 

He faid he was ſorry the people of this country were likely to 
imitate the conduct of men on the other fide of the water. Men 
who ſecmed to be the encamped Prætorian guards of the empire; 
who had been eagerly on the watch to tear the imperial ornaments 
from the limbs of their fallen monarch, even before his eyes had 


cloſed upon their ſplendour, in order to lay them at the feet of the 


riſing Cæſar. Was this affection? was this loyalty? No—it was 
the proſpect of the liberal donative to the troops, that excited 
their zeal and that animated their activity. Cæſar however would 
live to regret his confidence in ſuch men. He thanked God he 
was not one of them, and he rejoiced in the opportunity of ſay- 
ing fo. 


It is ſaid by a right hon. gentleman [Mr. Grattan] with more 


quaintneſs than point, that we may create in order to legiſlate, 
but we cannot legiſlate in order to create.“ It is not eaſy to 


diſcover the meaning of this phraſe, A higher act of legiſlation 
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cannot well be conceived than the creation of ſovereign power. 
But tne two houſes will not legiſlate if they proceed by bill. 
They approve by vote of the chancellor's putting the great ſeal 
to a commiſſion to give the royal aſſent. The aſſent is the act of 
the organ of the king's, and is ſafe from cenſure, becauſe the 
only bodies capable frem cenſure have before approved. It was 
faid by a right hon. gentleman ['the Secretary of State] that a 
great and able chancellor h:d once put the great ſeal without the 
royal authority to the inſtruments for calling a parliament ; that 
the very parliament ſo called afterwards approved of the act, and 


| then all was legal. Will the chancellor, if we proceed in this caſe, 


by bill, do more? Or will the approbation of a parliament, le- 
gally convened, and that approbation expreſſed before-hand, give 
leſs authority to the a& than an approbation expreſſed afrerwards 2 
I am therefore againſt the proceeding by addreſs, as precipitate 
and indecent, and I am for proceeding by bill, as being more de- 
liberate, more agrecable to the forms of law, and more reſpectful 
to the ſovereign, whoſe ſituation calls upon us for this melan- 
choly attention. 


The SECRETARY OF STATE ſaid he had been perſonally al- 
luded to by an hon. member whom he did not know. He did not 
like perſonality. But if the hon. member's making himſelf 
merry at his expence was any advantage to the hon. member he 
was welcome. He had been accuſed of ingratitude; he was not 
ungrateful, What he had received he had given a good and va- 
luable conſideration for, 


Mr. ;onunson ſaid no conſideration could tempt him to wound 
the feelings of any man at the right hon. gentleman's time of 
life. If he had done ſo, he was ſorry for it. The right hon. 
gentleman had been pleaſed to make him an offer of making 
merry with his character if it was of any advantage. He aſſured 
the right hon. member he did not come there to make any ad- 
vantage; but he was not ſurpriſed at ſuch an idea ariſing in the 
mind of the right hon. member. He had been informed of what 
he certainly did not before know—that all the right hon. member 
had received he had given good and valuable conſideration for. 
Had he known the fact, he certainly never would have hinted at 
ingratitude—until that moment he thought all had been the 
bounty of the ſovereign. But where the purchaſe had been fair 
and good conſideration paid, no gratitude was due. He owned, 
however, he had ſome little curioſity to know by what ſort of 
currency the purchaſe had been made. | 


Sir FreperICx FLood ſaid that he did not intend to have 
ſaid a word upon the ſubject, if he had not been rouſed by the 


raſh declaration of the right hon, gentleman [the Attorney Ge- 
Vor. IX. | F 
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neral ] and the unfounded aſſertion of his hon. friend [Mr. Par- 
ſons] * That the committee and houſe of commons of Ireland 
had dethroned the good old king, by their addreſs to the prince 
of Wales, without evidence.” He faid that it was a hbel upon 
the houſe of commons of Ireland, and a fire-brand caft at random 
to inflame the minds of the people, which, he truſted, the au- 
thority of the right hon. gentleman could not effect. He avowed 
himſelf a warm friend to unfettered regency. There were ſeveral 


reaſons why he thought a generous confidence in the Prince of 


Wales would not only be juſt, but politic ; and that it would in- 
duce his royal highneſs, (if not very ungrateful indeed) to diſ- 
tinguiſh between his diſtruſtful ſubjects of England and his liberal 
people of Ireland. That we are a free and independent country, 
and ought to keep ourſelves fo, with all due regard for the united 
and common intereits of both kingdoms. That ſome gentlemen 
wanted, for purpoſes belt known to themſelves, to pare down and 
weaken the royal and rightful executive powers, which were origt- 
nally given for the public good, and as ſuch he would maintain 
them. | | 
He then mentioned the Marquis of Buckingham, and declared 
he never knew ſo good a lord lieutenant in Ireland. He ſpoke not 
from either expectation or obligation, but from juſtice to his ex- 
cllency's perſon and government; for that he had never received 
or expected a fingle favour at his excellency's hands. He pro- 
nounced a panegyric upon his excellency's conduR, in inveſtigat- 
ing the public accounts and puniſhing defaulters, which, be ſaid, 
ought ever to render the name of Buckingham dear to Ireland; 
and that thoſe who libeiled him ought for ever to be aſhamed of 
themſclves. IP, | 8 


Mr. Busur ſaid that the gentlemen who preferred a bill to an 
addreſs, had furniſhed decifive arguments againſt themſelves. If 
they imagined that in following the example of the Britiſh parlia- 
ment, they acted on the ſame principles with that parliament, 
they were groily miſtaken. In England, no man pretended that 
to put the great ſeal to a law without the royal volition, was a le- 
gal act. It was an act of high preſumption, juſtified (as they 
argued) and ſanctioned by the authority of the commons, who 
alone could impezch the chancellor for doing that act; and by the 
lords, who alone could try him on ſuch impeachment. But in 
Treland, it was contended that to paſs a law without the volition 
of the Iriſh king was perfectly legal. We were to have no bill 
of indemnity ; the conſtitution was to be defended by no con- 
feſſion that the act was illegal; it was to be juſtified, not by the 
neceſſity of the caſe, but by the law and conſtitution of Ireland. 
What was this but to fay that Ireland was not a monarchy, to 
contradict the very law that had been read at the table, which 
declared chat William and Mary, and their ſucceſſors, ſhould be 
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= kings of Ireland, and have all the powers and prerogatives of 


kings? What was it but to deny the act of Henry VIII. which 
declared, that he and his ſucceſſors ſhould be kings of Ireland, 
and enjoy all the rights and prerogatives to a crown imperial be- 
longing ? Would any man deny, that to give his aſſent to a law, as 
king of Ireland, was a right belonging to an imperial crown? 
The conſent of the king of England, certified under his great 
ſeal, was made neceſſary by ſtatute, but the conſent of the king 
of Ireland never had been declared to be ſuperfluous. Mr. Buſhe 
then entered into ſome of the laws— By the law of Philip and 
Mary, after a bill had been certified under the great ſeal of Eng- 
laud, it might be paſſed, if agreed to by the three eſtates of the 
parliament of Ireland. — Theſe were the words of the ſtatute, and 
they did not leave a doubt but that the aſſent of the king, as well 
as of the lords and commons, was, neceſſary, though the act had 
been certified under the Engliſh great ſeal. During the whole 
argument of the Attorney General, he had been making this ob- 
ſervation to himſelf : This is all very ingenious ; but all this time, 
where is the will of the king of Ireland? Gentlemen had been 
perpetually miſtaking the uſual proof and ſymbol of the royal 
volition, for the royal volition itſelf.— The law of 1772 did not 
take away the neceſſity for the royal aſſent. It ſays only, that 

ſuch bills as ſhall be returned without alteration under the Britiſh 
great ſeal, and no others ſhall paſs. But where? Mark the words 
that follow ; in the parliament of this kingdom. But how are 
they to paſs in the parliament of this kingdom ? Not in the 
commons, they had paſſed through them before. Not through 
the lords, they had paſſed through them before they were certi- 
fied, By what eſtate of parliament then are they to be paſſed in 
the parliament of this kingdom? By the king of Ireland only. 
'Thus there is not even an implication in this law againit the 
king's undoubted prerogative of giving his aſſent to our laws, 
So that it comes to this: If we agree that a bill can paſs without 
the royal will of the king of Ireland, we negle& our duty to our 
king; and if we ſay that any other aſſembly beſides the Iriſh 
lords and commons can authoriſe any perſonage to repreſent the 
royal will, we negle& our duty to our country, 


Mr. O'Hara ſaid he wiſhed to aſſign his reaſons for voting for 
the reſolution, if he might obtrude upon the committee for a 
few words. Had he riſen earlier in the debate, he had conſidered 
the ſubject ſo minutely that he perhaps might have ſpoke more at 
large, and ſtated the conſtitutional grounds on which the meaſure 
ſtood. But it was too late an hour. | | 

He ſaid, the debate had deviated from its proper object, for 
there was no queſtion about the right of Ireland to appoint a re- 
gent; that right was acknowledged on both ſides the water; hag 
it not been admitted in Great 1 the ſubject would not have 
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been brought forward by adminiſtration here as it had been, and 
there could be no difference about the unity of the executive 
power fo long as our preſent ſtatutes remained unrepealed, which 
were a ſtrong connecting link, and highly beneficial to both coun- 
tries. | | 

The only queſtion, therefore, related to the propriety of pro- 
eceding by addreſs, and this, in his opinion, was the only unex- 
ceptionable mode of proceeding ; for the houſes of parliament, 
whether ſeparately or in conjunction, have no inhercut right to 
appoint a regent. It is caſus omiſſus in the legiſlature, which can- 
not be remedied by the two houſes of parhament ; for as they 
could not paſs any act of legiſlation, much leſs could they repair 


a deficiency in the legiſlature itfelf. None of the precedents of - 


former times were more than precedents of expediency, which 
ſkewed what was thought proper to be done for the ſafety of the 
public; but though the houſes of parliament ſtood forward to do 
what was right and expedient, they declared no inherent right to 
do ſo, but reſted the validity of their interference on the ſubſe- 
quent approbation of the people. Ihe houſe of commons en- 
joying the confidence of the people; and the houſe of lords, 

{tanding on their high hereditary rank, are called upon to come 
forward in ſuch caſes of emergency, and if their conduct be right 
they may be ſure cf the people's approbation. An addreſs then 
is the proper and unexceptionable mode by which they may beſt 
call upon the Prince of Wales to aſſume the reins of government 
and offer him their ſupport ; and it 1s a ground upon which he 
may ſafely ſtand. 

The public credit has often ſtood upon a ſingle vote of the 
houſe of commons, and the regent might well ſtand upon a vote 
of both houſes approved of by the people, and thus the exigency 
of affairs is provided for without encroachment on the people's 
rigbts, and if after all an act of parliament be deſirable, that 
may be obtained whenever the legiſlature ſhall be compleat. 


Sir Joux BLaquirnt ſaid he was very ſorry and ſurprized at 
the conduct of a right hon, gentleman [the Attorney General] on 
that night : without going mto the abſtract opinton of lawyers, 
be thought the queſtion before the houſe perfectly eaſy of com- 
prchenſion, and be laughed at the man who would ſay, that the 
great ſcal of England was ſufficient to give the validity of law to 
an act of the two eſtates; but this was no part of the queſtion 
before the houſe ; and if it was not for an Englith party, they 
would have no debate whatever upon the queſtion. As to what 


had been thrown out by a right hon. gentleman, relative to two - 


pence halfpenuy arguments, he {ſuppoſed they meant to allude to 


bim; he was perfectly indifferent as to the imputation, but he 


hoped the reſolution which they would come to that night, would 
not ouly be a gratification to the people of Ireland, but open the 


- 
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eyes of the people of England, He paid the author of our con- 
ſlitution [Mr. Grattan] a compliment, for his attention to its 
preſervation ; and feverely cenſured the Britiſh cabinet for the 
creation of a fourth eſtate, unknown to the laws and conſtitution 
in England, and animadverted on the practice which prevailed 
with the preſent adminiſtration of wluſpering away the characters 
of gentlemen whom they would be afraid to meet in the light; 
he cenſured adminiſtration for interfering with the members of 
the houſe, and holding out threats on the preſent occaſion. 


Te CyancEtLLOR of THE EXCRHEGUER ſaid he did not intend 
to have ſpoke in the debate; his only motive for riſing was for 
the ſak f procuring uaanimity ; two-thirds of the arguments 
advanced did not apply to the cafe ; he was ſure that if a little al- 
teration was made in the reſolution, it would receive general aſſent; 
the only objection to it was, that it went to a complete aſſump- 
tion of government. His fide of the houſe would not oppoſe it 
if modified; and when gentlemen agreed in the great outline, 
why ſhould they diſagree upon ſo minute a difference ? He agrecd 
there ſhould be no delay in the buſineſs. 


Mr. Corry ſaid he conſidered the addreſs as the beſt mode of 
proceeding ; it was the moſt dignified, he believed it to be the moſt 
conſtitutional, and he was certain it was molt accordant with the 
feelings of the nation. He ſaid he would not have riſen to trou- 
ble the committee with his ſentiments, had not ſomething fallen 
from a right honourable gentleman, which, as he believed it un- 
founded, he felt himſelf diſpoſed inſtantly to reject. It had been 
intimated that government had unwarrantably interfered in the 
queſtion under diſcuſſion ; he was convinced no ſuch interference 
had taken place. If any application had been made to members 
of parliament, it was highly probable that ſome ſuggeſtion of a 
wiſh would have been made to him, favoured as he had been by 
the perſonal attention of the chief governor ; he therefore took an 
opportunity to declare, that no application had ever been made 
to him; and he called upon that man to whom any ſuch had ever 
been made, to ſtand forward and avow it ; there was none ſuch. 
He ſaid it was not eaſy to anſwer the right honourable gentle- 
man; that with miſuſing words, and the manner in which they 
generally fell from him, he very ſeldom underſtood enough of his 
ſpeech to reply. But the right honourable gentleman 1:4 made 
uſe of ſome ſtrictures on parties in parliament and the cabinet. If 
he meant thoſe of England, the ſtrictures were indecent ; if he 
alluded to the cabinet of Ireland, it only put him in mind of what 
had fallen the other day. If the chief governor of Ireland is 
attacked, the queſtion naturally ſuggeſts itſelf ; for what is he at- 
tacked ? is it an offence that Lord Buckingham has devoted his 
time and his lahours to promote a reform in the expenditure of the 
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public treaſure ; that he has put a ſtop to jobs; that he has de- 
tected peculation, and that he has endeavoured to put your finan- 
ces on a reſpectable footing ? Yes, theſe are offences; and if 
there is a jobber in the country, he is an enemy to Lord Bucks 
ingham; if there is a peculator, or a public defaulter, he is an 
enemy to Lord Buckingham ; if there is an office in which fraud 
Has long triumphed, that office is inimical to Lord Buckingham. 
J have heard, ſaid he, much of the lord lieutenant's haughti- 
neſs, and his ſupercilious diſregard of perſons ; it is becauſe the 
Marquis of Buckingham, having himſelf an honourable mind, 
having no object in view but the good of the country, has not 
been mean enough to ſtoop to flatter little men, who may have 
crept into office, God knows how; is he therefore to be accuſed 
of haughtineſs and a ſupercilious demeanour? I have heard the 
lord lieutenant called a ſcourge ; he is no doubt a ſcourge to 
public plunderers and peculators; he has reſiſted jobs, and there- 
fore he is abuſed ; he has been the man to place himſelf and his 
character in the gap to ſtem corruption; he has given you the be- 
. nefits of the law propoſed to limit penſions, though that law was 
rejected; and therefore he is the man to be abuſed. Sir, I ſhould 
hold myſelf guilty of meanneſs if 1 did not bear this teſtimony 
to the Marquis of Buckingham, now in his decline, when I can 
have no motive but a regard to truth. In the zenith of his power 
many would have praiſed him. 


Sir Joux BLacQuirrz ſaid he wondered how the gentleman 
came to take up the charge he had mentioned againſt whiſperers ; 
for his part he was no whifperer. He had already called on Lord 
Buckingham by name, and he was not diſpoſed to retract what 
he had faid. There are four or five acts which cannot be vindi- 
cated; I wiſh them to be brought forward; I will prove my 


aſſertions, and as to what I have ſaid relative to coals and can- 
dle | 

The ATTorwney GentzRAL interfered, and beſought gentlemen 
to drop the ſubject ; he ſaid what had already taken place was, 


he feared, in the opinion of ſtrangers, not very honourable to 
the national character, 


Sir Jonx BLaquitx declared himſelf nat inclined to retract 
an inch of what he had advanced, 


Mr. Haxvy ſaid that he highly applauded the manner in which 
his honourable friend [Mr. Corry ] had defended the Marquis of 
Buckingham, though the meaſures of that nobleman were not 
altogether agreeable. Nothing perſonal to the Marquis ſhould 
(as had properly obſerved) intrude itſelf into the queſtion 
which they were then to decide upon. It would be ſcandalous, 
and as far as it operated, would be a diminution of that national 


wy in by 


reſpect which he flattered himſelf would await their proceedings 
as to the regency. Wiſhing well to Ireland, and anxious for 
the honour of its repreſentatives, he ſhould be ſorry that any 
part of that ſatire which had been applied to the verſatile part of 
the Romans on the downfall of Scjanus, ſhould be rendered ap- 
plicable to any gentleman of the Iriſh parliament, As to the re- 
cal of the lord lieutenant, Sed quid turba Remi? Sequitur 
Fortunam ut ſemper et odit damnatos. Nunquam fi mihi credis 
amavi hunc hominem. Having quoted this paſſage, he re- 
verted to the ſubje&t of debate, and ſaid, that he entirely 
agreed in the motion for an addreſs to the Prince of Wales, 
to take on him the adminiſtration of affairs; and lamented 
that a ſimilar mode of proceeding had not been adopted in Eng- 
land, on every account. He obſerved, that the diſpatch of buſi- 
neſs, the prevention of acrimonious and continued debates, and 
the reſtoration of the royal authority equally required it. He 
then glanced on the queſtion of right, merely, as he ſaid, to ob- 
ſerve that if ſuch an addreſs as now moved for had been carried in 
England, it would have been in itſelf the moſt perfect recogniti- 
on of that right; as, if that right did not exiſt in the two 
houſes of parliament, their addreſs would be a uſurpation of the 
prerogatives of the prince. He lamented that this queſtion of 
right ſhould in many inſtances have been ſo totally miſconceived, 
and groſsly miſrepreſented. He then adverted to ſome obſerva- 
tions which had been made in the courſe of the debate on the re- 
volution, as applied to the caſe then under their diſcuſſion, and 
the diſtinction which was made between the vacancy of the 
throne at that time, and its being full at preſent, He ſaid the 
diſtinction was right; but that it was ſufficient for him to ſhew 
that in both caſes there was a ſuſpenſion of the royal authority; 
whether that ſuſpenſion aroſe from the act of the ſovereign, as 
was the caſe of James II. or the act of God, as was the preſent 
caſe, it was equally their duty to reſtore immediately the exerciſe 
of the regal power; and that. it was ſo, he ſtated, that at the 
revolution the throne was not declared vacant, till two conventi- 
ons had called on the Prince of Orange to take on him the ad- 
miniſtration of public affairs; nay, the lords declared, that the 
throne was not vacant, though they had called on the Prince of 
Orange ; ſo that one point was clear, they thought it their firſt 
duty to reſtore the exerciſe of the regal power. He mentioned 
the names of Lord Somers, Holt, and the great lawyers of that 
day, as ſupporting theſe proceedings. He then took notice of 
the idea thrown out of the danger of a ſeparation between the 
two countries, and obſerved, that perhaps it would be much bet- 

ter for England, on a future day, and in caſe of any emergency 
like the preſent, that Ireland ſhould act, as he was certain ſhe 
would now; becauſe, if on every account the regent of Eng- 


land ſhould alſo be regent of Ireland, nothing could be more 
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completely operative on the mind of a ſtateſman in England bring- 
ing forward a plan to carry that regency into effect, than the ap- 
prehenſion chat Ireland might not adopt his plan, however ap- 
proved of and applauded, from particular motives in the Britiſh 


parliament, unleſs it appeared to be above all factious or party de- 


figns whatever. If it did not approve of the plan, a diſagree- 
ment between the countries might indeed take place, and perhaps 
the proſpe& of ſuch a diſunion, would make that ambition halt 
in its progreſs, which would not be retarded by any other circum- 
ſtance leſs formidable whatever. He ſaid that the lateneſs of 
the hour and the very narrow compaſs in which the queſtion lay, 

revented him from troubling the committee farther at that time. 
He wiſhed that unanimity could be had on the ſubject ; and if 
the addreſs to the prince paſſed both houſes, he hoped a bill 
might be brought in afterwards, in caſe the prince accepted of 
the regency. 


Mr. GaaTTan.—ſ ſhall endcavour to recall the minds of gen- 
tlemen to the preſent poſture of the debate—we have gained 
ground in the argument, the limitations are not defended they 
are not, it is true, given up; they are alledged to be intended, 
and acknowledged to be indefenſible; propoſed, ſcouted, and 
adhered to—and in the contempt into which this part of the plan 
of the Caſile has fallen, the vile inſinuations of intended prodiga- 
lity, and perverted bounty—(inſinuations maliciouſſy whiſpered 
- againſt a great perſonage) have alſo fallen, and remain in the con- 
tempt they deſerve. So far the plan ſtands condemned in the 
opinion of its principal ſupporters. But gentlemen who cannot 
defend their own meaſures, impeach ours, and they recur to that 
vile common place, and antiquated cant, ever reſorted to by men 
concerned in unconſtitutional attempts“ the connection is in 
danger, by our proceeding.” How ? prove it—by reſorting to the 
line of ſucceſſion ? His royal highneſs, the heir apparent, with ir- 
reſiſtible claims to the regency, the choice of Great Britain, 
and a middle term between the two nations? No; folly, pre- 
ſumption, do not attempt to call that nomination a ſtep to ſepa- 
rate from England. Is it then by appointing him with full regal 
authority? no; the railers on the ſubje& of connection now af- 
fect an indifference on the ſubject of limitation: is it by appoint- 
ing him at this time? idle and trifling ; what ſo many months 
after the royal indiſpolition—after the buſineſs had terminated in 
Great Britain, in the choice at leaſt of the ſame perſon. No; 
but then, gentlemen, it is done by addreſs—it is the mode 
againſt which they direct their indignation : and arguments, which 
were intended to be applied in favour of limitations, are now, and 
with equal folly, applied againſt proceeding by addreſs—but the 
refutation of every objection to the addreſs propoſed, is to be 


found in the monſtrous ſcheme which the enemies of this addreſs - 


have conceived, and would endeavour to impoſe on the country. 


S a 
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A bill paſſed without a third eſtate, without an Triſh regent, 
and without any authority from the Iriſh parliament, to give the 
royal aſſent ; but the arguments advanced in the ſupport of this 
plan, are worſe by far than the plan itſelf. We have been told 
that the regent named by the parliament of Great Britain, be- 
fore he is adopted by Ireland, is competent to give the royal aſ- 
ſent to an Iriſh bill—we have been told that a Britiſh regent is 
competent to ſuperſede a regent appointed by Ireland—we have 
been told that the Britiſh convention may make a law for Ireland 
—they may, we are told, make a regent, and that regent may 
ſuperſede one who has been made by Ireland; that is, he may 
ſet aſide the act of our country by virtue of au authority derived 
from the Britiſh parliament ; thus far the right honourable mem- 
ber, by the juggle of a crown-lawyer, reſtored the ſupremacy 
of the Britiſh parliament over this kingdom—he has done this by 
playing tricks with ſigns and ſeals, and confounding the flamp of 
authority with authority itſelf ; and he has proceeded in criminal 
error to ſuch a raſh and deſperate exceſs as to attack the aſcer- 
tained privileges of our parliament, and the deareſt rights of his 
country—he has endeavoured, by his argument, to take away 
from this country the power of chooſing a regeat, and has 
ſought to caſt an air of filly ridicule, and trifling ſcorn, on her ap- 
pointment; and has alſo endeavoured, with equal error and teme- 
rity, to give to another the power of impoſing a regent upon 
you, and by its own authority—and he thinks he has ſucceeded 
to prove his deſperate concluſions, when he ſhews, or fancies he 
ſhews, that the undoubted rights of his country may be deſtroy- 
ed, and all the pedantry of legal form punctiliouſſy adhered to 
"Theſe forms of office he ſets upon againſt the ſubſtance of the priz 
vilege of the people, and in the place of the real official autho- 
rity ; and becauſe the individual may not aver againſt certain 
marks and tokens, he thinks the parliament of this country like 
a ſubject, equally bound and concluded, not enabled, he ſup- 
poſes, to enquire how ſuch marks have been affixed to public acts; 
and what is the condition of the authority they are ſuppoſed to 
repreſent ? With equal zeal, and equal error to the abuſe of le- 
gal knowledge, and in defiance of the laws of the land have we 
been told that his majeſty legiſlates in Ireland as king of Great 
Britain, The argument we have heard to night, in its firſt ſtep, 
has introduced over this realm the authority of the Britiſh parlia- 
ment or convention, and in its next deſperate effort, has taken 
away from this realm the authority of the king of Ireland—the 
ſtatute-laws of this country paſs, according to this argument, 
without the conſent of the king of Ireland. 'The king of Ire- 
land is not a part of the Iriſh legiſlature, we are gravely, confi- 
dently told, in a ſtrain of legal perplexity, quibble and miſtake. 
The laws of your country tell us, that the crown of Ireland is an 
imperial crown—the claim of right which you preferred affirms, 


94 PARLIAMENTARY Tr. 17, 


that the king, lords and commons of Ireland are the only body 
competent to make laws: have we ſaid this; and pledged our 
lives and fortunes to this, that we ſnould now with the member 
ſay, that the king, lotds and commons are not competent to 
make laws? that the king of Ireland is no part of the legiſlature? 
that it is the king of Great Britain, or rather, the great ſeal of 
England, and the lords and commons of Ireland, who are the 
competent legiſlature ? If this argument be true, lreland has no 
king, or her king has no legiſlative authority; if this argument 
be true, the royal aſſent given in parliament, is an idle ceremo- 
ny, and the bill binds the ſubject, even though that aſſent ſhould 
be withheld. | | 

Such is the monſter that has been compoſed in place of the old 
conſtitution by the force of raſh aſſertions, and legal juggle aſſum- 
ing the name of law argument. According to this doctrine, the 

eat ſeal of Great Britain is not an inſtrument to authenticate 
the Iriſh bill, but does import, and operates as the royal aſſent 
in Ireland; and though the king is declared by parliament to be 
incapable of giving the royal aſſent, and though this country has 
named no regent or ſubſtitute, yet ſtill is her parliament conclud- 
ed by the royal affent, or what he calls the royal aſſent, the great 
ſeal of England. This is the ſubſtance of his doctrine. 

The member heſitates a little at the enormity of his own con- 
clufions, and not venturing at laſt as he did at firſt, to affirm that 
a bill bound the ſubjects of Ireland, provided the great ſeal of 
Great Britain was annexed, even though it did not receive the 
royal aſſent in parliament, he changes his terms a little, and ſays, 
that the great ſeal of Great Britain is the organ of the royal aſ- 
ſent in Ireland ; and from this he wifhes you to conclude, what he 
ought not to advance, that the royal aſſent ſo conveyed, muſt be 
the royal aſſent of the king of Great Britain—that is, that the 
king of Ireland gives no aſſent at all, and is no part of our legiſ- 
lature. The offenſive concluſions drawn from his arguments, 
make the ſophiſtry on which theſe arguments are founded, leſs 
an object of attention. | 

He tells you, that an act in 1782 veſts the royal aſſent in the 
Britiſh crown. He reſorts to the act, and finds it is aſſertion, 
not the act, which veſts the royal aſſent in the Britiſh crown. 
The act ſays, that ſuch bills as return to Ireland under the great 
ſeal of England, unaltered, and none other, ſhall paſs; that is, not 
that they have actually paſſed by coming to Ireland under the 
great ſeal, but that ſuch, and ſuch only, are in a capacity to 
paſs; the act makes different proviſions, all which muſt take 
place before our bills can paſs into a law; they muſt return to 
this country; they muſt return without alteration, and they muſt 
return under the great feal of Great Britain as uſual, and then, 
ſays the right honourable gentleman, they are the law; but I tell 
him they are not the law ; they are then qualified to receive the 
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royal aſſent, without which they cannot be law; that royal aſ- 
ſent is the aſſent of the king of Ireland. | 


The ATTorney GENERAL.—l beg leave to remind the right 
honourable gentleman, that theſe very objections were ſtated to 
him at the time he made the act, and if the great ſeal of Eng- 
land is by the act rendered indiſpenſably neceſſary to the paſſing of 
Iriſh laws, it was he and not I that made it ſo. He was one of 
the framers of this law. The objections which he has been 
pleaſed to make to my argument, were made to his bill by Mr. 
Fiood, before it paſſed into a law. The objections appear on 
your journal; and therefore in arguing upon this law, I muſt 
look into the ſtatute book, and not enquire of the right honour- 
able gentleman what were his intentions in framing it. | 

I find in the ſtatute book that the great ſeal of England muſt 
be affixed to Iriſh acts before the king's lieutenant can give the 
royal aſſent to them here, and if this deſerves all the emphatic 
diſpleaſure which the right honourable gentleman has been pleaſed 
to beſtow upon it, let him look into the ſtatute book there; there 
he will find his own wiſdom ; and in a court of law, or even the 
houſe of commons, I ſhould be laughed at if I were to argue not 
from the law as I find it in the ſtatute book, but from the right 
honourable gentleman's meaning when he framed it. I never 
ſaid the great ſeal of England made the law, but the great ſeal 
of England is the lord lieutenant's warrant and authority for 
paſſing the law, and without which your act declares no law ſhall 

aſs. | : 
1 Sir, my words and ſentiments are miſquoted; I never ſaid that 
the crown of Ireland was merged and extinguiſhed in that of 
England : No, I fay that the crown of Ireland is an imperial 
crown in itſelf, and where, by our own law, the great ſeal of 
England is not made neceſſary, The king acts as king of Ire- 
land, and ſpeaks by his great ſeal of Ireland. If the right ho- 
nourable gentleman's act had run thus: That no bill ſhould paſs 
unleſs it was returned under the great ſeal of England, and that 
a commiſſion ſhould paſs under the great ſeal of Ireland for giving 
the royal aſſent, then the law would have been what he now ſtated 
it ought to be; but if there is a defect in the law, on his head 
be it. He might have had the great ſeal of England as a proof 
that the) bill had paſſed under the conſideration of his majeſty in 
council, and he might have the great ſæal of Ireland as an autho- 
rity for paſling the bill into a law. 

And now it the right honourable gentleman is founded in his 
objections to the manner of paſſing bills under his own law, I 
hope it will be a leſſon to him not to precipitate great and im- 
portant meaſures, When that act was before this houſe, a gen- 
tleman, who for twenty years had made the law of Poynings his 


peculiar ſtudy, [Mr. Flood] made the following objections to 
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this act which the right honourable gentleman makes to my con- 
ſtruction of it, and they were ſcouted by the right honourable 
gentleman. | | 

„ We are, however, obliged, whilſt we pay every acknow- 
ledgment to your Grace for the part you have taken in thoſe 
meaſures, to lament, as to the modification of the law of Poyn- 
ings, that it has been ſo conſtrued as to leave it doubtful, whe- 
ther by contravening the law of Poynings, it is not incapable of 
becoming the law of the land, and whether it is not ipſo fad null 
and void. That it hath implicitly confirmed all the pernicious 
principles of the ancient conſtitution, without removing many of 
their effects. That it hath no proviſion to take away from the 
privy council of Ireland the unconſtitutional power of originating 
bills, nor reſtore to parliament the capacity of originating bills. 
That, contrary to the expreſs tenor of our addreſs of the 16th of 
April laR, it hath left to the Britiſh council the power of ſtop- 
ping bills. That it hath taken from the crown the power of do- 
ing that, which, by the law of Poyning itſelf, the king could have 


done, namely, of giving the royal diſſent, as he doth the royal 


aſſent, in the only method known to the conſtitution, viz. openly 
and fully in parliament; and thereby hath deſerted the firſt principle 
of the nation, to wit, a ſimilar conſiitution with England, and a 
fimilar fate; and that by a confuſed medley of old and new law, 
it leaves a doubt whether, in juſt, legal conſtruction, any clear 
and unexceptionable method will remain, for carrying on the 
work of legiſlation in the parliament of this kingdom. With 
reſpect to the 6th of George I. we muſt lament that, though in 
hope that to quiet the people, this houſe, without having read or 
ſeen the ad of repeal, have declared that the Britiſh parliament 


has fully, finally and irrevocably, acknowledged our ſole and ex- 


clufive right to make laws for Ireland in all caſee, external as 


well as internal; yet we have much ground to doubt this hath not 


been ſufficiently done, and to believe that the people of Ireland 
are growing more of that opinion.“ | 

And, therefore, Sir, M am not to argue upon the law as it 
ſhould have been, in the right honourable gentleman's opinion, 
but as the right honourable gentleman made it. If he made it 
erroneouſly, the error is his, not mine. 


Mr. GaArrax.— The right honourable gentleman has charged 
on me the formation of that bill he alludes to. He ſhould know 


it was not my bill; it was drawn by the moſt conſtitutional 


lawyer that ever was attorney general. The idea of the bill was 
to prevent the ſuppreſſion of our bills in the Iriſh privy council, 
and their alteration in the Engliſh or Iriſh ; and it was intended to 
reject that part of Poyning's law, which required the great ſeal 
of England to be annexed. We did not, as the member would 
ſuggelt, introduce that ceremony, we found it. The law not 
being ſufficient to warrant the member's doctrine, he reſorts te 
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fortify his miſconſtruction to an amendment, as giving the true 
interpretation, which amendment he reads from journals, and 
which appears to have been rejected; and for which he acknow- 
ledges he did not vote, and this is the way he ſupplies conftruc- 
tion and explanation for the ſtatutes of his country. If the bill 
he alludes to is defective, he is more guilty than I am; for he 
was then in parliament, an acute lawyer, whoſe buſineſs it was 
to examine the phraſeology of your bills. Does he now tell us, 
that very bill, againſt which he never murmured, and for which 
he voted, has done the miſchief, and that it is not his perverſe and 
deſperate explanation, but the acts which he ſupported, that have 
deftroyed the Iriſh monarchy ? He impeaches an act for which he 
voted by an amendment which he oppoſed, and which amendment 
when examined, does not anſwer his purpoſe ; for the amendment 
does not attempt to alledge, that the royal aſſent of the king of 
Ireland is not given, and given only in parliament, but that the 
bill does not return to receive the royal diſſent likewiſe in parlia- 
ment. No man ſaid then, nor did the amendment attempt to in- 
ſinuate, that the royal aſſent was ſupplied by the great ſeal of 
England, nor did any man object to the act of 1782, or law of 
Poyning's, becauſe requiring the authentication of the great ſeal 
of England. Why did they not object? becauſe they knew per- 
fectly well, that the great ſeal was only an inſtrument of connec- 
tion, and was not what the member ſtates, a ſubſtitute for the 
royal aſſent. The right honourable gentleman reſorts to another 
act, that of recognition, which proves what nobody denies, the 
annexation of the crown, and which proves and aſcertains alſo, 
what he has attempted to deny, the exiſtence, properties, and pre- 
rogatives of the imperial crown of England. The act of Henry 
VIII. commonly called the act of annexation, proves and aſcer- 
tains what the member's arguments would deny, the exiſtence, 
properties, and prerogatives of the Iriſh crown. The object of that 
act is expreſſed to be a principle combating directly the principle 
of his argument; for the act ſets forth the reaſon of its being 
made-—in order to raiſe in the mind of the people of Ireland, the 
authority of the lord thereof, the lordſhip is created into an im- 
perial crown annexed, but not merged into that of England, with 
all the digni:ies, properties, and prerogatives of an imperial 
crown, ſo that the idea of creating and preſerving all the regal 
properties of the king of Ireland, ran pari paſſu with the idea of 
annexation. | 
The right honourable member having failed to give legal rea- 
ſons, proceeds to give political ones for his opinion ; and he tells 
you that the connection of the two kingdoms depends on the an- 
nexation of the crowns : he is right, but then he ſlides a little, 
and he melts down annexation into dependence, and dependence 
into extinction. He ſays, your freedom exiſts in the indepen- 


dence of your parliament, and your connection in the indepen - 


: 
———ñ4jä— 2 v0 


78 PARLIAMENTARY Tres. 17, 


dence of the crown, or rather its extenſion— Thus the indepen- 
dence of your parliament comes out to be the independence of 
two of the eſtates, and the extinction of the third, on which ex- 
tinction depends by his reaſoning, the bond of empire The 
right honourable member proceeds to threaten us with various 
conſequences, if we combat his doctrines and his plans; conſe- 
quences which have no relation to the queſtion before you, and 
are more likely to flow from the offenlive and unconſtitutional 
doctrine, which this night we have heard, than from any thing 
elſe. If the king is the bond of union, any attack on his eſſen- 
tial property, his legiſlative capacity, and above all, his exiſtence, 
ſuch as we have ſhewu the dactrine of this night to be, muſt be 
alſo an attack on that union, and on the paſſions of the ſubjects 
ſa neceſſary to preſerve that union in their ſteady and approved at- 
tachment to the perſon and family of their ſovereign. | 
It is a great objection to the doctrine of this night, that it 
tends to deſtroy allegiance ; the people of this country will be 
loyal to their king, but when you ſet up baubles in his place, 
when you ſet up phantoms that can give no proteCtion, and are 
only the ſtamps of authority; when inſtead of the royal family 
wearing the Iriſh crown, they are directed to contemplate as the 
object of affection, an officer with the great ſeal in his hand 
will the advocate for ſuch doctrine anſwer for the affections of his 
majeſty's ſubjects of Ireland? Thus perplexed and confounded by 
Gguals, inſtead of princes, and the dead letter of authority, in- 
ſtead of the living objects of affection. The people have a pride 
in their king, and will not transfer their love; but on the con- 
trary, will kindle at the quibble that would ſet in his place the 
great ſeal as an object of their allegiance, and the ſubſtitute as 


their monarch. This doctrine is the more criminal, I have ſaid, 


in its conſequence, becauſe it ſet out with a profeſſion, that the 
great bond of connection is the king; it mentions, I have ſaid, 
that the countries are kept together by the monarch—having 
made ſuch a profeſſion, it extinguiſhes that bond of union, the 
monarch of Ireland; and extinguiſhes with him the affections of 
| his people attached to his perſon and family, I ſay extinguiſhes 
or vainly means to transfer them, to the official ſtamps by which he 
acts, and which can excite no paſſion, command no allegiance, 
and give no protection; and which when ſet in the place of the 
king, revolt the feelings and affront the underſtanding of plain 
men, and a ſanguine country. Gentlemen talk of government 
what government can preſerve authority on ſuch terms! and what 
man can entertain a love for the government of his country, when 
ſuch a barren quibble in the place of the Iriſh crown, is offered to 
his contemplation, and ſuch a wretched phantom is pretended not 
to command, but to baulk the Joyalty of a ſanguine people! De- 
pend upon it, this argument does not go more to extinguiſh the 


king of Irelaud, thaa the allegiance of the Iriſh nation; they 
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will not be loyal to the Engliſh chancellor, nor the Engliſh great 
ſeal, nor the officers of the crown, Engliſh or Iriſh, whom chance 
has made the miniſters of the will of the monarch ; they demand 
a real living object of attachment, and expect it not in the fiction, 
but the family of their ſovereign, in the houſe of Brunſwick, 
the hereditary kings, by the laws and conſtitution of this realm. 

Theſe crown lawyers that undermine the Iriſh throne are not 
aware of the miſchief of their offenſive doctrine; they do not 
know what valuable paſſions they extinguiſh, what principle of 
attraction they deſtroy ; they do not conſider the effect of their 
ſophiſtry on the human mind, and its cold peſtilential conſequences 
in the breaſt of every ſubje& ; he cannot detect, perhaps, but he 
revolts at the errors of ſuch doctrine, and turns from phantoms 
ſet up in the place of princes, and refuſes his allegiance to idols, 
which the pedants of the profeſſion advance in the place of the 
ſovereign of Ireland, or the family of their ſovereign. 

Could I agree with the principles of the argument of this 
night; could I baniſh from this queſtion all recollection of the 
royal family and the people; could I conceive that the beſt ſyſtem 
for Ir-land would be a government without monarchical power, 
and a parliament without deliberative properties; could I imagine 
that on the queſtion of an Iriſh regency we ſhould keep clear of 
two conſiderations, the regent and the kingdom, and only attend 
to our connection with Great Britain, yet I ſhould abjure this 
doctrine, and this language, as fatal to this principle; I ſhould 
think that they brought that very connection, I will not ſay into 
danger, but they damp the zeal and extinguiſh the ardour of it, 
by the offenfive and wanton manner in which ſuch doctrines in- 
troduce it. Why make the connection with England a wretched 
theme for ſophiſtry Why make it a conſtant opportunity for 
rebuke Why make it a pretence for the humiliation of Ire- 
land? Why introduce it where it is not in danger, and reſort to 


it as a pretence for ſcolding the people of Ireland ?—Why inter- 


rupt a proud day like this, with monſtrous doctrine that affeRs to 
ground itſelf on that connection, to which it is highly prejudicial, 
and tell the people of Ireland“ Do not deliberate; do not in- 
dulge your temperate ardour to the royal family; do not venture 
to exerciſe a free will in favour of your prince; wait for the de- 
terminations of another country, and echo them; wait for the 
great ſeal of that country, your king—regiſter, recite !” 

This is incenſing one country againſt another, and making the 
Pritiſh name an organ for threats, not arguments ; denuncia- 
tions, not affection; and in order to prove the offenſiveneſs of ſuc 
doctrine, let me ſuppoſe that the Britiſh nation were to adopt it 


and ſpeak to Ireland iu the language of the Iriſh member. How: 


ſhould we feel, how ſhould we reſent ; but coming from ſome of 
our body it is leſs inflammatory; and yet is there a country gen- 


tleman in this houſe, who is not by ſuch language inflamed ; 
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rouſed with indignation, not borne down by conviction ? On its 
own principles a love for the connection diſtin& and ſuperior to 
- allegiance or patrictiſm—T condemn this argument.—I think the 
connection muſt be the firt victim of it. I will baniſh for a mo- 

ment, from my mind, the principles of public virtue, of allegi- 

ance to the crown, and love to the people; I will allow that ſuch 
a queſtion as the preſent ſhould be ruled excluſively, with a view 
to connection; yet as the public mind is already impregnated with 
thoſe patriot and loyal principles, and as we cannot deſtroy the 
criminal tendency of allegiance and patriotiſm in the mind of our 
fellow ſubjects, let us capitulate with virtues which we cannot ex- 
tirpate, and inſtead of placing them in contraſt, let us ſet them 
in harmony with connection tell your countrymen that your con- 

nection with Great Britain is the ſource of her liberty make 

them proud of ſtanding by the fide of England tell them that 

all their paſſions and intereſts can be completely gratified and re- 
ſpectively adhered to with the ſtricteſt conformity to every princi- 
ple of connection; and the boldeſt exerciſe of freedom, and the 
nobleit indulgence of every loyal affection, are perfectly conforma- 
ble to the cloſeſt bands with the Britiſh connection. This is the 
way to promote the connection: nations are governed, not by in- 
tereſt only, but by paſſion alſo : and the paſſion of Ireland is free- 
dom ; ſo much her paſſion is, that if any parliament could bring 
this nation bound hand and foot to the feet of the throne, with a 
proffer of her liberties, a wiſe monarch, who loved power, would 
reje& the power of her ſervitude, and ſet her free to command 

her abſolutely. 

I muſt abjure the impolicy of the argument I have heard this 
mght—but on principles as well as policy, I muſt condemn, and 
even could I have hefitated before about the propriety of the 
meaſures I have ſubmitted, yet, now I ſhould think it indiſpen- 
{able to inſiſt upon them, becauſe the doctrine advanced is a chal- 
lenge to this houſe :—You are now called upon to aſſert the rights 
of your monarchy, to mention the exiſtence of a king of Ireland, 
and the imperial rights of the Iriſh crown ; it is no longer about 
the energy of government, important as that queſtion may be; 
it is no longer a queſtion about the dignity of your princes, great 
and auguſt as their rank and ſituation and qualities have rendered 
them; it is a queſtion that comes home to yourſelf-you muit 
exert an original mind on the ſubject you mult dare to love the 
royal family — you muſt do honour to your prince, to exert the 


freedom of your people. 


The ATtrorney General. When phraſes unbecoming an 
houſe of commons are uſed, it becomes neceſſary that the right 
honourable gentleman ſhould not go unreprehended. Sir, that 
right honourable genticman and I were bred to the ſame profeſſion: 
he quitted it; I adhered to the profeſſion; he did very right; I: 
have not done wrong; we have both ſucceeded ; the gentleman 
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has uſed harſh words which I rejet; and with great good na- 
ture has accuſed me of ſpeaking diſreſpectfully of a man whom I 
muſt ever honour and eſteem. I call upon the houſe whether 
the moſt remote inſinuation of diſreſpect for that gentleman ever 
eſcaped my lips. The right honourable gentleman {tated that I 
did not oppoſe his act in its progreſs through the houſe: I did 
not; becauſe I conſider the act as it ſtands as our beſt ſecurity 
for the connexion of this country with England; and if I enters 
tained a different opinion I would not then have ſtated it, be- 
cauſe every man who ventured to differ with the right honourable 
gentleman, who had alſo then a majority at his back, was treated 
as a diſcontented man; and when I ſaw Mr. Flood's amendment 
ſcouted, I thought it not negeſſary to expoſe myſelf to the de- 
fence of the day. I have ſaid nothing diſreſpectful to the gen- 
tleman's act, I have merely argued upon the law it contains; 
but I well know that that right honourable gentleman is much 
diſpoſed to uſe harſh terms, and to fall foul of any man who dif- 
fers from him, and that this diſpoſition encreaſes four-fold when 
he has a majority at his back. I ſhall, however, ſay no more as 
to the right honourable gentleman's expreſſions ; he has taken his 
line, I have taken mine; I hope we have equally ſucceeded, 


Mr. MicuatL SmiTH.—lIt ſeems to be the unanimous ſenſe 
of the committee, that his royal highneſs the Prince of Wales is 
the only perſon that can or ought to be inveſted with the regency 
of this kingdom, during his royal father's much to he lamented 
indiſpoſition, and that he ſhould be inveſted with that regency 
unfettered and unreitrited ; the only queſtion then for the conſi- 
deration of the committee is, what ought to be the mode of in- 
veſtiture, or which of the two modes that have been propoſed, 
ought to be adopted as the more eligible ? One mode is by bill, the 
other by addreſs; the former mode is defended upon the grounds 
of principle and of precedent, both of which LI ſhall take the 
liberty of conſidering more fully, becauſe, as the two modes have 
been contraited, the condemnation of the one muſt involve the 
vindication of the order, and vice verſa. To canvaſs any mea- 
ſure of the lords and commons of Great , Britain, confidered 
merely as ſuch, is what I am as little inclined, as I ſhould be 
warranted to do; but when that meaſure 1s held out to this 
houſe as one fit to be adopted here, then it becomes not only 
_ juſtifiable, but the duty of every member of the committee to 
canvaſs and decide upon it : and, for my own part, I am free to 
acknowledge, that I diſclaim the principle, and abjure the pur- 
poſe of that mode of proceeding which is now ſuggeſted to us 
as an example fit to be followed by this country—lI mean the 
mode by bill. —It was an expedient from which the common ſenſe 
of, I believe, every man revolted, and at which the genius of 
the Britiſh conſtitution ſeemed to ſtart—it denied the prince's 
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right to the regency, while at the ſame time its ſupporters ad- 
mitted (as they muſt have done) his claim to that regency to be 
paramount to that of any other being exiſting; and, in my mind, 
a diſtinction between a right and ſuch a claim, is, a diſtinction 
without a difference ; it was a meaſure, the accompliſhment of 
which involved ſome of the brighteſt talents of the fiſter kingdom 
in little leſs than abſolute blunder and abſurdity. The executive 
power, or third eſtate of the realm, was to be ſupplied, and how? 
Why, by firſt creating the ſhadow of ſuch eſtate, in order that 
that ſhadow might afterwards create and fetter its own ſubſtance. 
The lords and commons of England were firſt to create one 
executive power, to the end that that executive power when 
created, might create another. And what was the object of all 
this manœuvring? Why to abridge the conſtitutional powers of 
the executive magiſtrate—to weaken the energy of all its functi- 
ons, and thereby, of neceſſity, to leſſen the reſpectability, and 
diminiſh the ſtrength of the tate itſelf. 
Bot let me for a moment ſuppoſe, that the mode adopted in 
England was free from every objection that has been made to it; 
yet ſtill the reaſons for adopting it in that country do, every one 
of them, fail here. In England, the regent was to be reſtricted; 
an addreſs therefore, would not have anſwered the purpoſe of that 
country; a bill was neceſſary to define and enſure thoſe reſtricti- 
ons; but here no reſtrictions are intended; therefore no bill is 
neceſſary. If no reſtrictions were intended in England, we muft 
infer that an addreſs, and not a bill, would have been the mode 
of proceeding there; for the avowed and only object of the bill 
was to define and impoſe the reftritions. 

I have already faid, that I abjure the doctrine of reſtrictions 
altogether ; but though we were for a moment to ſuppoſe re- 
ſtrictions expedient and juſtifiable in England, there is not a 
colour of argument to ſupport them in this country. Why were 
they impoſed in England ? What was the avowed purpoſe of 
them? To inſure to the ſovereign the quiet and immediate reſtitu- 
tion of his ſceptre in undiminiſhed ſplendour, when God, in 
his mercy to the empire, ſhould reſtore him to his health. Will 
the Engliſh meaſure be effectual to attain that object? Or will it 
not? If it will not, it would be vain and abſurd to adopt it here 
and if it will, the adoption of a ſimilar meaſure in this country 
will be utterly unneceſſary, becauſe the act uniting the imperial 
crowns of both kingdoms, will of itſelf inſure the quiet and im- 
mediate reſtoration of our ſovereign to the ſceptre of Ireland, at 
the ſame inſtant of time that by the operation of the Britiſh bill 
of reſtrictions he ſhal! be reſtored to the ſceptre of that country. 
So that upon every ground of argument, the mode of proceeding 
by bill ſeems to be indefenſible in this country; if that mode 
ought not to have been adopted in England, neither ought it 
here; if it ought to have been adopted there, the adoption of it 
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in that kingdom, together with our own act of annexation, ren- 
ders it altogether unneceſſary and improper in this country; and 
therefore independent of the utter impracticability (as it ſtrikes 
me) of this mode, I am decidedly of opinion that it ought, 
upon principle, to be rejected. I ſay impracticability, for not- 
withſtanding the poſitions which I have, with aſtoniſhment, heard 
this night, I do hold the meaſure propoſed by the right honoura- 
ble member on the treaſury bench {the Attorney General] to be 
utterly impracticable, without the violation of the conſtitution of 
this country. WES 

It was faid that a regent appointed by the lords and commons 
of Great Britain, was legally and conſtitutionally competent to 
give aſſent and efficacy to any bill that might paſs the two houſes 
of parliament in this kingdom ; for (ſaid the right honourable 
member) ſuch regent would have the cuſtody of the great ſeal of 
England, and by affixing it to ſuch bill, the buſineſs was done; 
and in ſupport of this poſition, the right honourable member re- 
ferred to lord chief baron Yelverton's att. Now, Sir, I do 
ſay that that act ſupports no ſuch doctrine, and that to conſtrue 
it as if ſupporting ſuch a doctrine, is a groſs miſconſtruction of 
it; for the conſtruction contended for, goes to ſupport that con- 
ſtitution which the act obviouſly meant to perpetuate in its origi- 
nal purity : The great ſeal of England, it is true, is by that act 
to be affixed to every bill tranſmitted from this country and re- 
turned thereto; but by whom is it to be affixed ? Why, by the 
king of Ireland, and by him alone. And the affixation of the 
great ſeal of England is merely evidence of the bill's having been 
conſidered and approved by the Iriſh monarch. Suppoſe, ſays 
the right honourable member, that England were to chooſe one 
regent and Ireland another, what would be the conſequence ?— 
The Iriſh regent, ſaid he, not having the cuſtody of the great 
ſeal of England, could never give completion to the Iriſh bills; 
but the regent of England, and he alone, having the cuſtody of 
that ſeal, would be the perſon to whom Iriſh bills ſhould, under 
the lord chief baron's act, be tranſmitted, and who by affixing 
to them the great ſeal of England, could give them authenticity 
and effect. Sir, the ſuppoſition of ſuch a diverſity of choice is, 
T thank God, a wild one; ſuch a fatal diverlity is not likely ever 
to happen, but if it did happen, I ſay no ſuch miſchievous con- 
ſequences, as the right honourable member has ſuggeſted, could 
follow from thence; for in the firſt place, lord chief baron Vel- 
verton's act could not apply to ſuch a caſe ; but would, as I con- 
ceive, be in ſuch event, utterly inoperative. That act ſuppoſes 
one common ſovereign of both kingdoms, and it ſuppoſes that 
ſovereign to be in full health and capable of exercifing all his im- 
perial functions; and it ſuppoles our king to be in perſon upon 
the throne, though reſident in the ſiſter Kingdom: it looks not 
to the caſe of a regency ; but if the caſe ſurmiſed were to hap- 
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pen, it is impoſſible that the chief baron's a& could, in its prin- 
ciple, or its ſpirit, be applied to it; for then the two kingdoms 
would no longer have one common fovereign or executive ma- 
giſtrate. The regent or ſovereign of Ireland would not, as we 
mult naturally conclude, be reſident in England, but would reſide 
among us. The reaſon and neceſſity of the chief baron's act 
would no longer exiſt. The act in itſelf would become idle and 
| Inoperative, and the regent of Ireland would give his aſſent to 
Iriſh bills, according to the old rules of the conſtitution, and in 
3 ſame manner that the regent of England would to Engliſh 
bills. 

The idea of any regent, or any king of England, conſidered 
merely as ſuch, giving an aſſent or efficacy to an Iriſh bill, is an 
idea which no Iriſhman ſhould entertain, much leſs expreſs ; it 
wages war with the vital principles of our liberty, and ſhakes the 
conſtitution of the country to its foundation. —The king, lords, 
and commons of Ireland, and no other power on earth, are com- 
petent to make laws to bind this country ; and as the monarch of 
Ireland is now, through the viſitation of Heaven, incapable of 
exerciſing his imperial functions, it follows, of neceflity, that 
the ſcheme propoſed of , proceeding by bill, is impracticable un. 
leſs through the adoption of an expedient that ſeems to me to be 
adverſe to common ſenſe, unneceſſary in itſelf, and inimical to the 
conſtitution of the land; I ſhall therefore vote for the addreſs. 


The queſtion being put on the reſolution, it paſſed without a 
divifion, 

It was ordered, that a committee be appointed to draw up an 
addreſs to his royal highneſs the Prince of Wales on the laſt reſo- 
lution, and a committee was appointed accordingly. 


The Houſe having continued ſitting until paſt two o'clock in 
the morning of the 12th, the committee was ordered to meet at 
two o'clock inthe afternoon, in the ſpeaker's chamber. 


'Then the houſe adjourned until three o*clock iu the afternoon, 


'ThursDary, FErrUary 12, 1789. 


Mr. FirtznszBERT informed the houſe, that by his excel- 
lency's command he had to lay before them the reſolutions agreed 
to by both houſes of the Britiſh parliament, and laid before his 
10yal highneſs the prince of Wales, together with his royal high- 

neſs's anſwer, which he read in his place. He then preſented the 
paper; and on the Speaker putting the queſtion that the title of 
it be now read, 


Sir HEX Y CAvrxpis expreſſed an opinion, that a paper 
could not be preſented to the houſe, without an order from the 
Houſe, or a motion made for that purpoſe. 
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Sir Jon BLaquirs's ſaid he was for poſtponing receiving the 
paper, in order to make room for bringing up the addreſs. 


The Srrax ER called on the houſe for their advice ; he ſaid he 
did not recollect any queſtion ever put on a paper communicated 
from a lord lieutenant. | : | 


Sir Henzxy CavenDisH ſaid he thought the rule was, that no- 
thing ſhould be put on the table without leave of the houſe. 


Sir Lucius O' BRIEN obſerved that the lord lieutenant, in his 
ſpeech to both houſes, had promiſed to lay before them what fur- 
ther documents he ſhould receive; and the houſe had voted him an 
addreſs of thanks: It therefore could not with conſiſtency, refuſe 
receiving the paper now under conſideration. He ſaid he had 
been now thirty years in parliament, and any communication from 
a lord lieutenant was always received as a matter of right; and he 
hoped that the houſe in the preſent inſtance, would not depart 
from the antient form of communication; it might convey a mark 
of diſreſpect to the lord lieutenant. 


Sir HENRY CavenpisH denied its being a matter of right; 
he did not, he ſaid, make the objection out of the ſmalleſt diſre- 
ſpe& to the lord lieutenant, but he would ſet his face againſt it, as 
a matter of right; he would not give up the privileges of the 
houſe. | 


The paper containing the reſolutions of both houſes. of the 
Britiſh parliament, was read by the clerk, and ordered to he on 
the table. 3 6 


Mr. CoxoLLy reported from the committee appointed to draw 
up an addreſs to his royal highneſs the Prince of Wales, that they 
had drawn up the following; which he read in his place, and 
after delivered in at the table. 


To his Royal Highneſs GRORGE Prince of Wars. 
The humble Addreſs of the Kxicurs, Citizens, and 


BuxGEssEs, in Parliament aſſembled. 
May it pleaſe your royal highneſs, 


& We, his majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the com- 
mons of Ireland in parliament aſſembled, beg leave humbly to re- 
queſt that your royal highneſs will be pleafed to take upon you 
the government of this realm during the continuation of his ma- 
jeſty's preſent indiſpoſition, and no longer, and under the ſtile 
and title of prince regent of Ireland, in the name and on the be- 
half of his majeſty to exerciſe and adminiſter, according to the 
laws and conſtitution of this kingdom, all regal powers, juriſdic- 
tion and prerogatives to the crown and government thereof be- 


longing.” 
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Mr. W. WesLey, Porr declared that he ſhould give his moſt 
hearty and decided diſſent to the addreſs. He ſaid that by ap- 
pointing the Prince of Wales regent without limitation, penſions 
might be granted, peerages might be beſtowed, and places given 
in reverſion in this country to deſigning men, who have wormed 
themſelves into the confidence of his royal highneſs. 


Sir Hexxy Cavenvisn ſaid that every poſſible argument 
both for and againſt the addreſs, had already been made uſe of; 
but the honourable gentleman could not poſſibly diveſt himſelf of 
certain ideas, which he had adopted in Downing: ſtreet. [The re- 
ſidence of Mr. Pitt ]. | 

He aſked who were the perſons whoſe anceſtors had been con- 
fidered as the pillars of the conſtitution ? Who had been inftru- 
mental in calling the houſe of Brunſwick to the throne? Who had 
oppoſed general warrants? Who had vindicated the rights of the 
frecholders of Great Britain, in the caſe of the Middleſex election? 
Who had oppoſed the meaſures of reducing America to uncondi- 
tional ſubmiſſion, and to a ſtate of laviſh dependence? Theſe were 
the men who compoſcd the prince's friends ; and did the honour- 


able gentleman come here poſt from Downing- ſtreet, in order to 
abuſe them? 8 | 


Mr. Porz ſaid a few words in reply, and beſtowed the higheft 
panegyric on the abilities, virtue, and integrity of Mr. Pitt. 


Mr. Gairrirn ſaid he roſe to vindicate the order and dignity 
of the houſe, which he conceived had been highly inſulted by be- 
ing obliged to liſten to the mutual attacks and recriminations 
made by the tails of two Engliſh parties, on the characters of their 
reſpective leaders. Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt were the political gla- 
diators of the Britiſh hemeſphere ; and Ireland had no more to do 
with their conteſts than with the battle of Humphries and Men- 
doza. The only light in which we could, with propriety, deſcant 
on their reſpective merits, was by conſidering their conduct in re- 
lation to Ireland ; but as he had called other gentlemen to order 
for wandering from the queſtion, he would not run ſinto the ſame 
error himſelf. 

The queſtion before the houſe had been fo fully and ably de- 
bated in the committce that it was unneceſſary to enter upon the 
general argument at preſent, he ſhould only ſtate, that it was not 
an implicit faith in the virtues of princes in general that had in- 
duced him to give his vote for placing the regal power without re- 
ſtriction in the hands of the Prince of Wales; it was a conviction 
chat the confidence of parliament would not be abuſed by his royal 
kighneſs, which conviction was founded on the probity, wiſdom, 
and moderation, which his royal highneſs had choſen on the only 
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two occaſions in which he had an opportunity of manifeſting his 
character to the world. He then took a view of the prince's 
conduct in diſmiſſing his court, ſelling his horſes and equipages, 
and applying his revenues to the payment of his debts. This, he 
ſaid, was the firſt introduction of the prince's character to the public, 
and it had made an indelible impreſſion on the heart of every man. 
He then adverted to the filial piety, moderation,temper anddignity, 
with which his royal highneſs had conducted himſelfon the preſent 
trying occaſion. He ſaid, he had not the honour of being known to 
his royal highneſs, and it was very probable he never might have 
that honour; he had formed his opinion upon facts, which mani- 
feſted that the prince poſſeſſed every quality that could adorn a 


throne ; he ſhould, therefore, give his hearty ſupport to the ad- 
dreſs. | 


Mr. Cory ſaid, the idea of the honourable gentleman, [Mr. 
Pole] that the prince might hereafter load this country with pen- 
ſions, ought not to be ſuffered to paſs without an obſervation. He 
ſtated the re and predilection which his royal highneſs had al- 
ways expreſſed towards this country, and which, as he had early 
known it, as many gentlemen who heard him had done ſince, ſo 
he had nearly four years ago called theattention of the parliament of 
Ireland to the virtues of that illuſtrious perſonage, who entertained 
thoſe favourable opinions of the Iriſh nation; and he muſt have 
been charged with inconſiſtency of conduct by the right honoura- 
ble mover and ſeconder of the addreſs, who had ſome years ago 
ſupported a motion of his on the ſubje& of his royal highneſs, if 
he ſhould omit any opportunity of ſhewing his perſonal reſpe& to 
that illuſtrious character. He ſaid the adminiflration of this coun- 
try had long known his ſentiments on that ſubje& ; and though 
the ſituation he ſtood in, with reſpe& to them, was one that made 
him regret differing from them on any point, yet that his condu& 
had, on this occaſion, been fair and candid, he truſted would be 
proved by the ſituation in which he ſtood in their eſteem and friend- 
ſhip at this hour. 


Mr. Por x denied he had accuſed the prince of ſuch intentions; 
but had ſpoken of the prince's poſſible future miniſters as likely 
to burden this country. He recollected perfectly, that he alſo 
had ſupported the honourable gentleman [Mr. Corry's] motion 
for an addreſs'to the Prince of Wales ſome years ago, on the ex- 
preſs condition, that it was not to burden this country with any 
grant to his royal highneſs. 


Mr. W. B. Poxsexzy called the attention of gentlemen to the 
queſtion before the houſe ; they were going into matters by ng 
means relevant to the ſubjeQ before them. 


/ 
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The SyBaxEcx put the queſtion that this addreſs do ſtand the 
addreſs of the houſe to his royal highneſs the prince of Wales. 


The ATTorney GenerraL ſaid that he ſhould, to the lateſt 
hour of his life, conſider this addreſs as tending to dethrone the 

oad old king; and he obſerved, that ſhould our moſt gracious 
— recover from his preſent lamentable ſituation, on conſi- 
dering this addreſs he muſt look upon the affection of the people 
of Ireland, upon the loyalty of the people of Ireland, fo often ex- 
preſſed in their addreſſes to his majeſty, as merely attached to the 
perſon who exerciſes the regal authority. 


Mr. Currr ſaid he was aſtoniſhed that the right honourable 
gentleman whoſe abilities and good ſenſe he much reſpected, 
would make uſe of ſuch an expreſſion as that the parliament of 
Ireland, in voting this addreſs, were dethroning his majeſty; it 
was no ſuch thing ; parliament was placing the ſupreme executive 
power of this country in the hands of his eldeſt ſon, who was at. 
full age, and who was the fitteſt perſon to be entruſted with it 
during the preſent incapacity of the ſovereign, 


The ATTorxty GENERAL repeated his former expreſſion, and 
ſaid he was by no meaus irregular in giving his ſentiments on the 
addreſs in every ſtage of its progreſs; it having once paſſed the 
1 he muſt acquieſce, and conſider it as the addreſs of that 

ouſe. | 


The queſtion was then put, and carried without a diviſion. 


It was ordered, that Mr. Conolly do carry the addreſs to the 
lords, aud defire their lord{hips concurrence thereto. 


The order of the day for taking into conſideration his excel-- 
lency the lord lieutenant's ſpeech being read, 


| Mr. W. B. PoxsonsBy moved, that the order be poſtponed. 
to Saturday. 


The ArTornty GENERAL aſked when it was intended to pro- 
ceed to the neceſſary buſineſs of government. 


Mr. W. B. Poxsonsy ſaid not till the regency buſineſs ſhould 
be finiſhed, which could not now take up many days. | 


The ArroxxEY GENERAL obſerved that by the delay, the 
colony trade, and the French trade, might be affected, and that 
the bounties on corn would be delayed, and the premiums on the 
linen manufacture ſuſpended. 


The motion was agreed to. 


The buſineſs was for a while interrupted by the ſerjeant at 
arms, informing the ſpeaker, that ſeveral perſons, dreſfed in 
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college gowns, were armed outfide the doors with piſtols and 
ſwords, and they ſeemed to threaten a riot with the police. 


Mr. Bzowns (of the college) ſaid he had gone out with inten- 
tion to inquire into the cauſe of the riot, and he could aſſure the 
houſe that the ſcholars were not in fault. He took notice that 
the accounts frequently brought into that houſe of the gentlemen 
of the college making diſturbances, were exceedingly exaggerated 
and miſrepreſented ; on inquiry, he found that one of the ſcholars 
had been violently ſtruck by the police. He could not help ob- 
ſerving, with very great deference to the chair, that the diſturb- 
ances complained of were owing to bringing armed men about the 


houſe. 


Mr. Paxsoxs ſaid he would bear teſtimony to the general good- 
conduct of the gentlemen of the college. 


The S ſaid, he gave 3 as were uſual every ſeffioa, 
for the civil power to attend, to keep the avenues leading to the 
houſe clear, and to prevent diſturbances. If arms were put into 
the hands of theſe conſtables, by their ſuperior officers, he was not 
accountable for that; it was no act of his; he gave theſe orders 
as the Speaker of that houſe. He did not, by any means, wiſh. 
to complain of the conduct of the college; yeſterday a gentle- 
man belonging to the univerſity had been taken into cuſtody for. 
a riot, and detained in his chamber; but out of conſideration to 
the gentleman's connections, he diſcharged him; he had been 
appriſed of an intended riot this day; and he ſent notice to the 
civil power, in order to prevent riots. He declared he ſhould. 
ever ſupport the dignity and conſequence of that . while he 
had the honour of preſiding in it. 


1 m — 
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Faipay, FEBRUARY 13, 1789. 


Some accounts were preſented, but there was not any buſineſs 
that produced debate. 


2 4;4 * 
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Saruabar, FEBRUAR T 14, 1789. 
As ſoon as the Speaker had taken the chair, the order of the 
day, which ſtood for taking into conſideration his excellency the 


lord lieutenant's _ was called for, and on its being read by 
the clerk, 


The ATTornty GENERAL obſerved, that as he did not ſee 
sertain gentlemen, who were ſuppoſed to be intended to conſtitute 
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z part of a new adminiſtration, then in the houſe, he ſhould move 
that the order of the day be poſtponed to Tueſday next, which 
being agreed to, it was then moved that the houſe do adjourn to 
the ſame day, and on the queſtion being put, it was unanimouſly 


agreed to. 


* — 
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TvxsDar, FeBrUaARY 1), 1789. 


A meſſage was received from the lords, that they have con- 


curred with the commons in their addreſs to his royal highneſs the 


Prince of Wales, and made the following amendment therein: 
after the word aſſembled, and before the word beg, the following 
words were inſerted, ** beg leave to approach your royal highneſs 
with hearts full of the moſt loyal and affefionate attachment to the 
perſon and government of your royal father ; to expreſs the deepeſt 
and moſt grateful ſenſe of the numerous bleſſings which ave have en- 
joyed under that : _—_ houſe, whoſe acceſſion to the throne of 
theſe realms has eſtabliſhed civil and conſlitutional liberty upon a 6 
which, we truſt, will never be ſhaken ; and at the ſame time to con- 
dole with your royal highneſs upon the grievous malady with which 
i has pleaſed heaven to afli# the beſt of ſovereigns. | 
„ e have however the conſolation of reflecting, that this ſevere 
enlamity - hath not been viſited upon us until the virtues of your royal 
Sighneſs have been ſo matured, as to enable your royal highneſs to diſ- 
charge the duties of an important truſt, for the performance whereof 
the er | ford his majefly*s ſubzeas of both kingdoms are directed to your 
7. = | 
—— 1 40 | 
Alſo, that the lords have filled up the blanks in the ſaid addreſs 
with the words, /rds ſpiritual and temporal, and; and have alſo 
concurred with the houſe in their reſolution, without any amend- 
ment. ee 
The amendment was read a ſecond time, and the queſtion be- 


- - 7 


ing put, 


bl 


The ATTorNeEy GENERAL faid he thought the amendments 
ach as every man ought to agree to; he wiſhed ſimilar expreſſions 
of affection and regard for our good king had been introduced into 
the addreſs before it had left rhe commons; and ſuch expreſſions 
as the lords had introduced, of our affliction for the calamity 
that had fallen on our ſovereign, he thought the more neceſſary, 
becauſe ſome very indecent marks of rejoicing had taken place 
the night on which the houſe had voted << that the exerciſe of the 
royal authority was, by the king's indiſpoſition, interrupted.”? 
He would, however, do the nation the juſtice to ſay, that theſe 
warks of rejoicing were procured through a trick—through an 
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artifice the nation ſincerely ſympathizes in their monarch's 
diſtreſs; and he was, therefore, anxious to adopt the amendment 
made by the lords, becauſe it expreſſed the feelings of the nation. 
He begged leave to obſerve, however, as to one phraſe in the 
amendment, “ that this ſevere calamity had not been viſited upon 
us.” This he thought not perfectly grammatical, and ſubmitted, 
whether it would not be better were it to run thus, „that we 
have not been viſited by this ſevere calamity.” _ 

Before he would diſmiſs the ſubject, he would take the liberty 
to ſay, that having conſulted the lord chancellor, the beſt lawyer 
in the kingdom, the lord chief juſtice, and ſeveral of the other 
judges, and every lawyer whoſe approbation could give weight 
to an opinion, they all unanimouſly concurred in approving the 
principles he had advanced in the debate on the addreſs to his 
royal highneſs, whom, notwithſtanding his illuſtrious rank, ſupe- 
rior merit, and exalted virtues, he with infinite deference could 
only conſider as a ſubject. All the law authorities had agreed, 
that that addreſs, conſidered as an inſtrument for conveying regal 
powers, was not only highly improper, but of a treaſonable na- 
ture; it was, therefore, in the other houſe only confidered as 
analogous to the Engliſh addreſs, which calls upon the prince to 
receive an office, and accept an authority to be afterwards granted 
to him by act of parliament. Then ſee, ſaid he, in what a ſitua- 
tion you place his royal highneſs, if you ſend him an addreſs, 
which in each houſe bears a different conſtruction. The peers 
deny that by an addreſs they can create a third eſtate in order to 
legiſlate, but maintain that they muſt legiſlate in order to create 
a third eſtate; the commons, on the contrary, maintaining, that 
they can, by an addreſs, create a third eſtate competent to the 
purpoſes of legiſſating. The peers ſay, we will not create to 
legiſlate, but we will legiſlate to create. The commons ſay, we 
will not legiſlate to create, but we will create to legiſlate. How, 
then, will it be poſſible for his royal highneſs to give an anſwer 
_ conſonant to theſe diſcordant opinions? I do, therefore, ſaid he, 
beſeech gentlemen, for the honour of the Iriſh nation, for the 
honour of the illuſtrious perſonage to whom it is to be preſented, 
not to ſuffer this addreſs to go forth until we have conferred with 
the lords upon it, that we may either alter it to meet their lord- 
ſhips opinion, or that their lordſhips may have an opportunity of 
coinciding in opinion with us. 


Mr. W. B. Ponsoxsy ſaid however improper it might be 
to ſpeak of what paſſed in the other houſe, what had fallen from 
the right honourable gentleman made it abſolutely neceſſary. 
Their lordſhips had, by a very great majority, agreed to the ad- 
dreſs upon the ſame principles with the commons. As for the 
amendment which had been made to it, though ſtrongly and 
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very properly expreſſing the affection and regard of the nation 
for his majeſty, yet it did not go in the ſmalleſt degree to alter 
the principle of the addreſs; and therefore, any thing which 
might have been urged in debate by an individual peer, could not 
be admitted as a reaſon for ſuppoſing the lords had acted upon 
principles different from thoſe on which the commons had pro- 
ceeded; the difficulty, therefore, which the right honourable 
gentleman ſeemed to apprehend was viſionary, for tlie prince re- 
ceĩving the united addreſs of both houſes, expreſſing, in the very 
fame words, the ſentiments of each, would very eaſily give his 
anſwer. | 


Mr. Crarrtes O'Netr ſaid he would repeat the words which 
the right honourable gentleman had very properly uſed in a former 
debate, that he muſt take acts of parliament as he found them; 
theſe words he would apply to the preſent caſe; the prince would 
take the words of the addreſs as they appeared upon the face of 
it; he never would confider, perhaps he would never hear what 
had been ſaid by lords or gentleme in either houſe; the addreſs 
would ſpeak for itſelf, and to the addreſs his royal highmeſs would 
anſwer. 


Mr. Host ſaid, however irregular it was to refer to what 
paſſed in another houſe, it could not be denied that there were 
various opinions on the addreſs in both houſes, and among the 
public at large; but as the addreſs would ſtand a precedent to 
poſterity, and as he thought it ſtill very deficient, he would 
propoſe that it ſhould be farther amended. Gentlemen had all 
agreed that both kingdoms ovght, during his majeſty's illneſs, 
to be governed by the ſame regent ; and that whenever it ſhould 
pleaſe God to reſtore his majeſty, that he ſhould re-aſſume his 
authority. Why, then, not take the neceſſary ſteps to inſure 
this intention? Suppoſe his majeſty ſhould recover at a time when 
the parliament of Ireland was not fitting, could he remove the 
regent which Ireland had placed upon her throne? or would the 
regent govern Ireland and the king England? Theſe things were 
certainly worth conſideration, and it was the duty of parliament 
to take care that the prince ſhould not continue regent of Ireland 
after he had ceaſed to continue regent of England; and they 
mould alſo determine how this country ſhould know when the 
king was able to re- aſſume his authority. | 


Mr. O'Hara objected to the words in the addreſs, which call 
upon the prince to take upon him the government of the realm; 
he thought the addreſs ſhould rather call upon the prince to 
aſſiſt his royal father in the government of the realm: — Thus 
the throne would be conſidered as full, and no difficulties could 
then ariſe to impede the legiſlature. | 
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Sir HERcurEs LanGrisnEt ſaid he could not preſume to 
judge of the private ſentiments of their lordſhips on this ſubject, 
but from the expreſſions of their public acts. They have con- 
curred in your addreſs, which is conceived in terms the moſt di- 
rect and unequivocal, requeſting his royal highneſs to take upon 
him the government of this realm during the continuation of his 
majeſty's indiſpoſition. Can it now be ſaid that concurring in 
| ſuch a public act, they entertained private opinions againſt their 
own right to join in ſuch an act? It could not be preſumed. 
He ſaid their lordſhips not only concurred in the act, but in the 
| ſentiments of the houſe of commons of Ireland, and the two 
houſes of parliament in Great Britain, “ that in defect of the 
perſonal exerciſe of the royal authority, it was the right and duty 
of the two houſes of parliament, fully repreſenting all the eſtate 
of the people of this realm, to ſupply the defect ;** that they 
were the only powers then exiſting in the ſtate, and if they 
were not competent to this buſineſs, the bufineſs muſt be undone. 
That in Great Britain they may cloath their proceedings with 
whatever forms or ceremonies, and dignify them by. whatever 
titles they pleaſe, but whatever is done on this ſubject is, and 
muſt be the act and deed of the two houſes of parliament alone, 
no authority or appointment, or commiſſion iſſuing from or acting 
under them, and therefore being ſubordinate to them, can confer 
any addition to their authority. He ſaid that he denied the 
right or practicability of effecting this meaſure by bill, as it had 
been contended for. When you have voted your conſtitution 
defective, your legiſlature imperfect by the loſs of the perſonal! 
exerciſe of the regal power, can you talk of making laws 
Will you look into the acts of Poynings, or Philip and Mary, 
or Mr. Yelverton's law, for a conſtruction that ſhall entitle you 
to pals laws without the firſt eſtate of parliament ? Perhaps an 
acute decypherer may trace out fuch in the dark and black letter 
of the law, but in the bright characters of the conſtitution you 
will not find it written. When the firſt eſtate of parliament is 
defective, the other two are deprived for the time of their functi- 
on of law-making; and yet they are deſired to make a law to 
enable themſclves to make laws, This ſeems to me as abſurd as 
if I were deprived of the uſe of my limbs, and a quack doctor 
were to deſire me to walk in order to cure me. No, doctor, 1 
ſhould fay, my diſorder is that I cannot walk; firſt reſtore me to 
the uſe of my linibs, then I will follow your preſcription, and 
enjoy the benefit of exerciſe. He ſaid that we had acted with 
ſufficient analogy to the proceedings of Great Britain, to which 
we ſhould ever attend on every great occaſion, as a cloſe connecti- 
on between the two countries was the object of our conſtant 
wiſhes: that it was neceſſary to the proſperity of England and 
the exiſtence of Ireland; and no man would be raſh enough to 
touch one link of that chain that binds us together. That the 
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proviſions for his majeſty's re- aſſuming the government on his 
happy recovery was provided for by the laws, and the expreſs 
words in the addreſs, during his 1 preſent indiſpoſition, 
and no longer: that we had not taken a ſhort cut, as had been 
ſaid; but it was true, we did not ſearch for the circuitous in 
order to avoid the direct road; we did not ſearch for the obſcure 
and intricate, in order to avoid the open and the obvious; we trod 
in the tracks of the conſtitution, and followed the footſteps of our 
anceſtors: we have travelled to the two houſes of parhament as 
our journies ;- we have applied to them as the only powers in ex- 
iſtence competent to ſupply our defect. That we have embraced 
the only conſolation our calamitous fituation afforded ; that in 
this heavieſt affliction that could wound the ſenſibility or grati- 
tude of a loyal people, we had yet the conſolation to find, that we 
were not divided by claims, or diſtracted by competition; that 
there was not a ſecond opinion in the empire as to the perſon to 
be entruſted with the regal power ; that we had an heir apparent 
of full age, a prince formed by the example, and impreſſed with 
the virtues, of his royal father, a prince who muſt be the moſt 
faithful guardian of the rights ot the crown, becauſe he will be 
the guardian of his own inheritance ; and who muſt be the moſt 
fairhful guardian of the rights of the people, becauſe he has been 
taught from his infancy to regard with veneration that glorious 
revolution that placed his family on the throne, and reſtored the 
liberties of this country. : 


Major DorLE expreſſed his aſtoniſhment, when he conſidered 
the propriety of the amendment, the manner in which it was 
guarded, its being ſo very decorous and full of reſpect, that there 
could be a fingle voice in the houſe againſt it. He aſſented to 
the amendment, becauſe it rendered complete and perfect the 
addreſs which he ſo highly approved of. He regretted having 
been prevented, in common with ſeveral other members, from 
attending his duty on a former day, by the univerſal continuance 
of contrary winds. He would not treſpaſs upon that indulgence 
which the houſe was ſo good as generally to afford him, by en- 
tering at large into a ſubject which had been ſo ably and ſo ſuc- 
ceſsfully argued : But he could not avoid congratulating his 
country upon the manly, juſt, and wiſe conduct of its parliament, 
on this firſt and moſt important act of legiſlation. —You have, ſaid 
he, by following the ſtrait, plain road of common ſenſe, avoided 
all the embarraſſment and confuſion which has occurred in the 
circuitory and indirect route, pointed out elſewhere by the finger 
of left-handed wildom ; you have eſtabliſhed (if any thing was 
neceſſary for that purpoſe) the independence of your country 
on the ſnmeſt baſis. By acts, not words, you have made Ireland 
a barrier againſt the violence of contradicting parties, and thereby 
afford the beſt ſecurity for the public tranquility, which might 
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otherwiſe be endangered by factious and ambitious men; and you 
have given the beſt proof of loyalty and affection to our beloved 
ſovereign, when it ſhall pleaſe heaven to reftore him to the 
anxious wiſhes of his people, by ſhewing that you did not ſeize the 
moment of his calamity, to wound by unjuſt ſuſpicions, the feel- 
ings of his diſconſolate family. If after thoſe great objects which 
you have effected by your conduct, one would condeſcend to the 
inferior conſideration of miniſterial change, it muſt be a ſatiſ- 
faction that thoſe members who are expected to be employed, 
have always attended to the juſt claims of this country. The 
adminiſtration of the Duke of Rutland was the era of Iriſh inde- 
pendence. Sir, I was induced to ſay more than I intended to 
have troubled you with, in conſequence of the happy tidings of 

his majeſty's convaleſcence, announced by an honourable gentle- 
man, Mr. Hobart] for which we all rejoice, becauſe it will pro- 
te& me from the unhandſome inſinuations thrown out againſt 
others, of worſhipping the rifing ſun; and they muſt know but 
little of the character of that illuſtrious perſonage, who could ſup- 
poſe that any conduct could be grateful to him that was not 
moſt ſtrongly marked with loyalty and affection to his royal father. 


The amendment and addreſs have my warmeſt concurrence. 


Mr. Paxsons ſaid there never was a rlainer truth than, that 
this addreſs cannot make a regent ; for, if thelaw gives the king 
his authority, nothing but the law can take his authority away. 
The addreſs is not law; therefore it cannot deprive the king of 
his authority to veſt it in a regent. If then the regent. ſhall ap- 
point a lord lieutenant, that lord lieutenant comes here either 
under the authority which the regent has derived from an 
addreſs which is not law, or under the authority which the regent 
derives from an Engliſh act of parliament. And J aſk gentlemen, 
ſaid he, who poſſeſs ſo much regard for the conſtitutional inde- 
pendence of Ireland, whether they will ſubmit to this, or whe- 
ther they will even leave the matter dubious? | 


The queſtion was now put on the the amendment as received 
from the lords, and it paſſed unanimouſly. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExCHEQUER begged leave to call 
to gentlemen's recollection, that ſo much of the ſeſſion had al- 
ready paſſed over, that it would be ſcarcely poſlible to paſs even 
the ſhorteſt money bill, without violating ſeven or eight ſtauding 
orders of the houſe, if another day were loſt ; theſe orders he re- 
peated, though he was ſure they were known to almoſt every 
gentleman ; they were ever conſidered as ſacred, and were indeed 
the guards of the people's money. Neceſſity would be a plea, 
but a very bad plea, for breaking through them; and ſhould a 
precedent be once eſtabliſhed, it might become a moſt dangerous, 
weapon in the hands of a bad goverameat, | 
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He reminded the houſe that he had formerly ſtated, that to 
paſs a bill would take up eight-and-twenty days; ſhould, how- 
ever, the committee of accounts and other committees be per- 
mitted to fit, and expedite the bills as faſt as poſſible, this would 
not preclude gentlemen from a full and ample inveſtigation of the 
accounts, for the committee might be kept open as long as the 
houſe thought proper; and as he had nothing new to propoſe in 
the ways and means, but intended merely to continue the old 
ſupplies, there would be no inconvenĩence to gentlemen in agree- 
ing with him ; if they would allow the committees to open, and 
buſineſs to go on, it was ſtill within the range of poſſibility that 
the bills might paſs before the 25th of March. He did not mean 
to teize the houſe by diviſions, but he entreated gentlemen, while 
It was yet in their power, to conſider whether they would violate 
the orders of parliament, and run the riſk of manifold dangers 
and jinconveniencies, or comply with his requeſt ? 


Sir Hexzy CavENDISH ſaid he did not riſe to oppoſe the right 
honourable gentleman's meaſures, but to obſerve, that there 
were no ſtanding orders of the houſe at preſent in force or ex- 
iſtence ; there was not one to bind the houſe, and until ſome 
orders were made or revived, the houſe would be daily getting 
into difficulties. o 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExchEOUER.—If the letter of 
the ſtanding orders has at preſent no force, ſurely the ſpirit and 
good ſenſe which dictated them muſt fill impreſs the mind of 


every gentleman. 


Mr. GzaTTan ſaid what the right honourable baronet had 
offered, was a compleat and conclufive reaſon for not proceeding 
in the manner he defired. If (it has been ſaid by the right ho- 
nourable baronet) there be no diſcuſſion, no debate or diviſion, 
then, poſſibly the bills may paſs before the 25th of March; but 
this, ſaid Mr. Grattan, would be reducing the committee to a 
mere form, and I own at any time I would rather break through 
a ſtanding order than pervert its intention. However, I think 
a ſhort bill may be drawn, which will anſwer every purpoſe ; 
you may then go into your committee, where you may proceed 
with proper deliberation and due attention. 


The CHanceLLor oF THE ExcCHEQUER ſaid no man could be 
more averſe to haſty meaſures than he was, and he thought he 
had provided againſt the right honourable gentleman's objection, 
by propoſing to keep the committee of accounts open, ſo that at 
any time of the ſeſſion gentlemen might enter upon a cloſe inveſti- 
gation of them; he had alſo obſerved he had nothing new to 
propoſe in the ways and means; but the reaſon for his preſſing the 
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buſineſs ſo earneſtly, aroſe from his being pofitive, that though 
ſome of the bills not expiring till the end of the ſeſſion, might 
be taken up any time in the courſe of it, others again might be 
continued, by being generally recited and re- enacted, yet there 
were ſome, particularly the loan bill, a very voluminous bill, and 
in its nature ſo accurate, that every word and every ſyllable mult . 
be recited ; the loan bill of one year always refers to former 
years, and every year to different ſums, all which muſt be care- 
fully attended to, otherwiſe the public credit may be injured; 
and which bill, on the paſſing of which depends the continuance 
of the colony trade, which was a bill of great delicacy, and re- 
quired peculiar attention. He would treſpaſs no longer on gen- 
tlemen, he hoped he had ſaid enough to ſhew the neceſſity of pro- 
ceeding with caution, but without delay, 


Mr. GraTTan admitted that what had fallen from the right 
honourable gentleman contained matter of great importance, and 
well worthy the attention of the houfe. His own opinion at 
firſt had been, that having agreed to the addreſs for ſupplying 
the deficiency in the third eſtate, they ſhould impoſe a total ſuſ- 
penſion of public debate. A right honourable gentleman on the 
other ſide had ſaid, the gentlemen in oppofition to the adminiſtra- 
tion were the government, that adminiftration were not govern- 
ment; if it were ſo, then it muit be acknowledged, that the 
gentlemen who were ſaid to be government gave a very ſtrong 
inſtance of their moderation, in not defiring to make uſe of their 
power, and in checking every exerciſe of it, and impoſing a 
total ſuſpenſion of it, until the third eſtate was perfect. As to 
the continuation of the preſent bills the neceſſity was apparent; 
but declining the exerciſe of power in any other caſe was cer- 
tainly a proof of moderation in gentlemen, when there was ſu- 
perior power 1n the country to controul them, 


The ArrORNET GENERAL —Sir, conſtituted as this country 
is, whenever there is a majority again{t adminiſtration, I muſt 
conſider that majority as the governing power of the country, 
and if that power ſhall think proper to ſtop the bill which pre- 
vents the diſbanding of the king's army—if it ſhall ſtop the ſup- 
plies for the maintenance of the king's government—if it ſhall 
ſtop the means for upholding the public credit, and of paying 
the public creditor—I muſt ſay, as I did before, be the couſe- 
quences on the heads of thoſe who act thus. 

Sir, by the treaty with France you are bound to admit the 
goods of France on certain conditions; if you ſtop theſe goods 
but for one day the treaty is broken; this treaty, Sir, is not 
very popular in France, and that country may take advantage of 
any departure of it from our fide. I ſhould not be ſurpriſed at 


any oppoſition which the government gentlemen give to public 
Vor. IX. I | 
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buſineſs, if they had urged any one reaſon in ſupport of their 
conduct; but as no reaſon has been offered, it is abſolutely un- 
accountable. | | 


Mr. GzartTan.— The right honourable gentleman is not war- 
ranted in ſuppoſing that we would run a riſk of diſbanding the 
army, or of diſappointing the public creditors ; there is no ſuch 
thing to be apprehended, and therefore I laugh at ſuch imaginary 
terrors ; neither is there any proof of a want of moderation in 
the perſons who compole the majority in this, or in any other 
houſe. It has not been propoſed that parliament ſhall adjourn 
until the addreſs of his royal highneſs ſhall be received; it is only 
intended to adjourn from day to day : however, the opinion of 
the right honourable the chancellor of the exchequer deſerves 
every degree of attention, and if to morrow he will be pleaſed to 
lay before the houſe, any juſt grounds for apprehending that the 
army may be diſbanded, that treaties may be infringed, or that 
public credit may be injured, by the mode intended to be purſued, 


arguments ſupported on ſuch grounds will, doubtleſs, have their 
full force in the minds of gentlemen, 


- 


The Arroxx EY GENERAL.—T never ſaid that by waiting till 
_ to-morrow, or by adjourning from day till day, any of thoſe dan- 
gers would ariſe, at which the right honourable gentleman 
laughs ; but I thought the right honourable genileman intended 
to keep back the public buſineſs, until the third eſtate ſhould be 
ſupplicd by virtue of the addreſs, which the right honourable gen- 
tleman ſuppoſes can convey that authority, aud which if intended 
ſo to do, is a molt violent breach both of the law and conſtitution. 
In this doctrine, Sir, I am happy to be ſupported by the opinion 
of the chancellor, who is the beſt lawyer in the kingdom, by the 
opinion of the chief juſtice, and by the opinion of cyery lawyer 
whoſe opinion deferves any reſpect. 


Mr. GraTTax.—T cannot ſay what doArines were maintained. 
in another houſe, not having attended their debate; but what I 
ſaw in the papers was mere folly and nonſenſe, equaly unconſtitu- 
tional and illegal: I am therefore convinced. it could neither be 
the ſentiments or ſpecch of any lord. But I have the moſt iu- 
dubitable evidence now on the table, that the lords have con- 
curred. with us in the addreſs; and this is ground enough for me 
to preſume that they have concurred with us in opinion, 


It was ordered that Mr. Conolly do carry the addreſs, as 
amended, back to the lords. : | 


Nr. Lor rus preſented to the houſe the following report of 
the commiſſioners of accounts: 


Since the laſt report made to his excellency the lord lieutenant, 
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and to each houſe of parliament, the commiſſioners have examined 
and paſſed the following accounts: 


| Coal Yards, Dublin. 

The account of the director of public coal yards of Dublin, 
for one year ending the 25th day of December 1787, is regularly 
Rated and properly vouched, except in ſome articles of petty 
diſburſements, which the commiſhoners have allowed, the director 
having ſworn to the payment of the ſame. The balance in fa- 
vour of the public amounts to 1616]. 188. 97d, viz. 1594]. 6s. 5d. 
the value of the coals in the ſeveral yards, and 221. 128. 4dad. 
caſh in the director's hands, 

Coal Yards, Cork. 

The account of the ſuperintendent of the public coal yards at 
Cork, for one year ending the 25th day of December 1787. 

This account is accurately ſtated and well vouched, the balance 
thereon in favour of the public amounts to 1711. 5s. 45d. being 
the value of the coals in the ſeveral yards, | 


: Circular Road. = 

The account of the truſtees of the Circular-road, from the 
25th day of November 1786 to the gth day of December 1787, 
is regularly ſtated and vouched, except in articles of petty diſ- 
burſements too minute to require written vouchers, but which 
are allowed upon the oath of the treaſurer. . The balance in fa- 
vour of the public amounts to 3120). 198. 4d. in which are 
included | | | | 

£ * 


Money borrowed — 1130 
Intereſt thereon to the 3d day of May 1787 947 10 — 
Rent and arrears on the 29th day of September 


1787 : — 928 9 3 
Diſallowances in former accounts — By — 1 
4 


3110 19 


Barroeu Navigation. Warrant for 2000l. 

In the report made upon the 29th day of January 1788, the 
eommiſſioners obſerved, that amongſt the accounts and papers of 
the late corporation for promoting and carrying on inland navi- 
gations, delivered in on the 31ſt day of July, 1787, there ap- 
peared an account of ſeveral ſums expended in conſequence of a 
warraat of 2000l. iſſued for the navigation of the river Barrow, 
dated the 19th day of October, 1782. 

The commiſſioners examined this account without paſſing it, 
not being then authorized to grant a certificate to the holder, 
the warrant having been omitted in the ſchedule annexed to an 
act paſſed in the 27th of the king, intitled © An a# for dire8- 
ing the application of the funds * by Parliament for promoting 

| 2 : 
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and carrying on inlond navigations in this kingdom, and for the pur- 
poſes therein mentioned. ” 

By an act paſſed in the laſt felon for the purpoſe of rectify ing 
the ſaid omiſſion, it is enacted, . that the faid warrant ſhall te 
confidered as if it hed Feen ad: ually inſerted 1 in the 2 bedule annexed 10 
the ſuid recited ac? of the 27th of the king, and ſhall bc intitled and 
ſulject to all the proviſions of the ſaid act with reſpect to the manner of 
being accounted. fer, certified and paid, notwithſlanding the faid 
om; Non,” 

The commiſſioners, in obedience to the laſt mentioned act, on 
the 1oth day of June lat delivered their certificate to Robert 
Watſon Wade, of the city of Dublin, Eſq; the holder of the 
warrant for 10991. 168. gd.' being ſo much expended of the 
ſame, and alſo for 103l. 58. gd. intereſt thereon from the 311t 
day of July, 1787, to the day 1 the date of the certificate, Mr. 
Wade having complicd with the terms of the act. 


CommiſJ.oners of Wide Streets, Coal Duty. 

The account of the commiſſioners for making wide and conve- 
nient paſſages in the city of Dublin, out of certain duties upon 
coals, for one year ending the 25th day of December, 1787. 

This account is properly ſtated and vouched: Thie debt of the 
commiſhoners, for money advanced to them by the right ho- 
nourable David La Touche, amounts to 739l. 8s. 10d. 

This body is authorized by law to borrow money, and it ap- 
pears that in the laſt year they horrowed upon their funds the 
ſum of 25,000. bearing an intereſt at the 1ate of 5l. per cent. 


per ann. 
Commiſſioners of Wile Streets, 2441. 135. 5d. balance of 150001). 


In our report of the 29th day of January, 1788, it was ob- 
ſerred, that the commiſſioners for making wide and convenient 
paſſag es in the city of Dublin, had not then returned an account 
of the expenditure of che ſum of 244). 138. 5d. a balance of 
t£,0c0l. granted by king's letter, dated the 23th day of March, 

1782: Since that period an account regularly lated and ſuffici- 
ently- vouched, has been delivered in, examined and paiſed; a 
balance of ſeventeen pounds ſtill remains unexpended. 


Commiſſioners of Wide Sireets, 16,0001. We? of the parkament- . 
Ul/es 

The account of the ſame 3 for tlie ſum of 10, col. 
granted by king's letter dated the 24th day of May, 1787, for 
opening a paſſage weitward of the Parliament-houlc, 

This account is alſo accurately ſtated aud regularly vouched, 
and there has been expended the ſum of 711. 5s. 3d. over and 
above the graut, 


Governors of the Lying. in hoſpital. General account. 
The general account of the governors of the Lying in- ee 


* » 
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for one year ending the 1ſt day of January 1788, is regularly 
{lated and properly vouched, except ſome payments made under 
the head of petty diſburſements : in order to aſcertain the due 
application of theſe ſums the commithoners called before them 
the regilter, and the houſe-keeper, who being duly ſworn, de- 
clared that thoſe payments were made as ſet forth in the account. 
Theſe ſums therefore have been allowed, and the balance at the 
foot of the account in favour of the accountant amounts to 671, 


1 : 
7s. 113d. | 


Governors of the Lying-in hoſpital, Rutland ſquare. Firſt account. 

The account of the ſame governors for the buildings erecting 
contiguous to the Rotunda, from the 3d day of April to the 
2gth day of December 178), the commiſſioners found to be re- 
gularly ſtated and vouehed; and from the teſtimony of the ar- 
chitect and overſeer, it appears that the ſeveral materials made 
uſe of were of the belt quality, and that the prices paid for 
them as well as for labour, were ſuch as are uſually given in the 
city of Dublin. There is a balance in favour of the accountants 
of 11951. 8s. 40d. 


Governors of the Lying-in hoſputal, Rutland ſquare. Second account. 

The governors of the Lying-in hoſpital have delivered in ano- 
ther account for the buildings erectiug contiguous to the Rotunda, 
from the 29th day of December 1787, to the iſt day of No- 
vember 1788, which is like wiſe properly ſtated and well vouched. 

Upon this account the commiſſioners obſerve that the architect 
employed to ſuperintend the buildings, and who was allowed five 
per cent. for his ſervices upon the money fo laid out, has made a 
miſtake in calculation of 5l. 28. 2d. which they have ſtruck off; 
and has claimed alſo five per cent. upon 2521. 178. 35d. expended 
for other purpoſes not liable to per centage, amounting to 1 21. 
10s. lod.; this ſum the commiſſioners did not conceive them- 
ſclves warranted to allow as per centage, however the archite& 
may be entitled to a compenſation for any extra ſervices per- 
formed by him. After deduQting the two laſt mentioned ſums, 
making together 171. 158. it appears that the governors have ad- 
vanced a ſum of 163 l. 15s. 2d. more than the amount of their 
receipts. : 

Faurdling Hoſpital. 8 

In the account of the governors of the Foundling Hoſpital, 
for one year ending the 25th day of December 1787, it ap- 
pears that the groſs debt of the corporation amounts to 9284], 


48. 105d. againſt which there are depending 220 
Debts uncollected —— — 5387 19 1 14 
Caſh in the treaſurer's hands * 81 3 71 

: 5469 3 67 


— 3815 1 34 


There is therefore a deficiency of 


* 
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fol the payment of which it does not appear that the governors 
have any fund 1n their hands, | 


Ballaſl-office, Belſaſt. 

The account of the corporation for preſerving and improving 
the port and harbour of Belfaſt, for one year ending the 31ſt day 
of December, 1787. 

This account not being ſufficiently vouched, the commiſſioners 
called upon the corporation to explain the cauſes of the deficicn- 
cies, and were informed by them © that the perſons employed in re- 
moving obſtrufions near the quay are illiterate people ; that they are 
employed by the tide or lighter load, and ſometimes by the uu ; that 
ſome one of the corporation always views the work when finiſhed, 
evhoſe approbation is necefjary previous to payment Thele objec- 
tions being thus removed, and the ballaſt maſter having authenti- 
cated the account by affidavit, the commiſſioners allowed the ſe- 
veral unvouched articles, as they confiſted chiefly of payments 
made for works of the nature already mentioned, and under the 
head of petty diſburfements, which do not require written vouch- 
ets: the balance thereon 1n favour of the public amounts to 5221. 

s. 8d. : ; 
: | Hibernian Marine Nurſery. 

Upon the account of the Hibernian Marine Nurſery, for one 
year ending the 5th day of November 1787, it appears that there 
is a balance in favour of the public of 49321. 5s. 95d. which in- 
cludes a diſallowance for intereſt on money advanced of 13]. 4s. 


11d. made by the commiſſioners in the account ending the iſt day 
of November 1784. 


Truſtees for bounties 20, oo0l. Seſſion 1786. 
An account for the ſum of 20, oool. granted in the ſeſſion 1786, 
to certain truſtees appointed by act of parliament for diſtributing 
bounties, has been delivered in, examined and paſſed ; it is cor- 
rectly ſtated and ſupported by proper vouchers. The truſtees have 
expended over and above the grant the ſum of 11341. 138. 11d. 


T ruſtees er bounties, 17, oool. Sęſſon, 178. 
The account of certain truſtees appointed by parliament for 
diſtributing bounties for the ſum of 17, ocol. granted in the ſeſſion 
of 1787. | p | 
This account is accurately ſtated and well vouched, and the 
truſtees have expended the ſum of 29151. 3s. gd. more than the 
grant of parliament. 


Hibernian Society for Soldiers Children. 
Upon the account of the Hibernian ſociety for ſoldiers children, 
for one year ending the 25th day of December 1787, there is a 
balance in favour of the public of 56l. 16s. 4d. , 
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Commiſſioners for paving, Qc. 


The account of the directors and commiſſioners for paving, 
lighting and cleanſing the'ſtreets, &c. of the city of Dublin, for 
one year ending the 25th day of December, 1787. 

The balance upon this account in favour of the-public amounts 


to 39121. 198. 35d. in which the following diſallowances made 
by the commiſſioners of this office are included, viz. 


4. 
A claim made by the late corporation (ſtated 
as a loſs by the failure of the collectors of the 
taxes) — — 508 5 11 
Paid by the ſaid corporation for oppoſing a bill 
in parliament — — 34 18 74 
3 . 543 4 62 
Claimed by the preſent corporation as a loſs by 
the failure of collectors — 58 4 95 
Got 9g FR 


The commiſſioners in their eighth report obſerved, that there 
were ſeveral articles of the diſcharge part of the account of this 
corporation for the year ending the 25th day of December, 1786, 
conſiſting of ſums paid to different tradeſmen on account, which 
were left open for future obſervation if it ſhould be found neceſſary. 

+ #8: ts 
The ſum charged in the account ending the * | 

25th day of December, 1786, as paid to ſun- 

diy perſons on account of repairing the cor- 


poration houſe, amounted to — 909 1 
More in the account ending the 25th day of De- 
cember 1787 — — 1668 10 2 
_ Making together — 2578 2 74 


A ſum ſo conſiderable as the foregoing, expended on the repairs 
of a houſe, appeared to require explanation; for this purpoſe the 
commiſſioners deſired the dirc&tors aud commiſſioners for paving, 
&c. to ſend one of their own body to this office to explain the 
above as well as ſome other articles of the diſcharge; accordingly 
the right honourable Sir John Blaquiere, K. B. came to the ac- 
count office, and being examined upon oath touching the ſeveral 

articles, declared that a conſiderable portion of this expence was 
rendered of abſolute neceſſity by a combination of the ſcavengers 
of the city of Dublin, who demanded exorbitant prices for clean- 
ſing the ſtreets; to defeat this combination, the directors and 
commiſſioners judged it expedient to take the neceſſary ſervice of 
cleanſing three out of the five lots into their own hands, and to 
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carry on this buſineſs effectually they were obliged to alter ſtore. 
houſes into (tables and cart-houſes for the accommodation of the 
horſes and carriages employed under their direction. 

Sir John further declared that the whole of the expences incurs . 
red were not only neceſſary towards carrying on the buſineſs of the 


department of Pavings &c. but that they were in every inſtance , 
benelicial to the public ſervice. 


James Gandon, Lig Additional buildings to the Houſe of Lords, 
16,593]. 108. 35d. 

The account of James Ganden, Eſq; for the ſum of 16,5931. 
108. 33d. by king's letters, and by the value of ſome old mate- 
rials. | 

The whole of this ſum has been expended in erecting additional 
buildings to the houſe of lords, and the account is correctly ſtated 
and vouched. | 

In order to be fully ſatisfied of the due application of the money, 
the commiſſioners called before them the principal artificers em- 
ployed, and examined them upon oath : it appeared from their 
evidence that none of them received more than the accuſtomed 
prices of the city of Dublin, that ſome received leſs than what 
had been uſually paid for work of the ſame kind, and that none of 


them had given any premium or gratuity in confideration of their 
having becn employed. 


Dublin Society. 
The account of the Dublin Society for one year ending the 1ſt 
day of June 1788, is correctly Rated and well vouched. 
| There is a balance thercon in favour of the public, amounting 
to 5624]. 18s. 73d. | | 
Before this account was paſſed, the commiſſioners called upon 

all the artificers employed in the different branches of work car- 

ried on by the Dublin Society: they were ſworn, and the reſult of 
their examination was that none of them received more for their 
reſpective works than what is uſually paid in the city of Dublin, 
and that no premium was given in conſideration of their having 


been employed. 


Governors of the Houſe of Induſtry. 

The account of the governors of the Houſe of Induſtry, for one 
-year ending the 25th day of December 1787, is properly ſlated 
and vouched, except in ſome ſmall articles for which vouchers 
could not be obtained. 

In order to prove the payment of theſe ſums and the due ap- 
plication of them, the commiſſioners called before them the fe- 
cretary, aſſiſtant ſteward, and maſter of the works, from whoſe 
evidence upon oath it appeared that thoſe ſeveral payments were 
neceſſary, and diſburſed as ſet forth in the account; it alſo ap- 


pcared that the poor in the houſe are fed with coarſe pieces of the 
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beſt meat in the market, and that their food is in every reſpe& 
wholeſome. f 


There is a balance in favour of the public, of 17081. 108. 8d. 


Truſtees of the Linen Manuſucture. | 7 

The account of the truſtees of the hempen and linen manufac- 
ture, for one year ending the 25th day of Mareh 1788, is cor- 
rectly ſtated and well vouched, and the debt of the truſtees thereon, 
amounts to 17, 5381. ics. 85d. _ 
| Ballaſt Office, Dublin. 

The account of the corporation for preſerving and improving 
the port and harbour of Dublin, for one year ending the 29th day 
of September 1788, is well vouched, except in ſome ſmall pay- 
ments under the head of petty diſburſements, for which vouchers 
could not be obtained, but the commiſſioners were ſatisfied that 
theſe charges were juſt and proper by the evidence of the ballaſt 
maſter, who declared that they were paid for the purpoſes ſet 
forth in the account. 

The balance in the hands of the corporation amounts to 4446L 

8d. 
mM North Weſt Fiſheries 

The account of the right honourable William Conyngham for 
the ſum of 34,2471. 148. 43d. being the balance of the ſum of 
20,0001. granted by parliament in the ſeſſion of 1785, and alſo 
the further ſum of 20,000]. to be raiſed by mortgage upon the 
manor of Mount Charles, &c. to be expended in promoting the 
fiſheries on the north welt coaſt of this kingdom. 

This account is regularly ſtated, but in the diſcharge part of it 
credit has been claimed for the following articles, the payment of 
which the commiſſioners are of opinion has not been ſufficiently 


proved, and have therefore placed them as inſupers at the foot of 
the account. 
£686 


Nicholas Smith, for quarry tools 


— 1 18 95 
Francis Fanet, the like — — 2 #18 
Horſes, cars and harneſs — 16 11 — 
| Neſbitt and company, for building a red-herring 
houſe — — 583 108 2 
Hamilton Walker, half coſt of a ſtore — 24 17 45 
John Williamſon, for maſon work — 1 
Thomas Graham — — 7 6-4 
Henry Graham, for working at roads — 100 1 6 
Montgomery and Gamble for ſledges, &c. 31 11 4 
Additional works on pipes and bridges - 4414˖ͤ 2 
John Fyans for tools - - 33 
Carried forward 943 8 7 


Nevins 
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| „ <4 

Brought over, - 943 8 * 
1 Graham ſundry . - 16 105 
Filher the like 


; 
Edward Deane maſons wok at Dpcarry Bridge 113 15 112 


John Summers and ſon ſearching for banks — 31 15 5 
Ditto for ſubſiſtence for James Dixon - 2 


| Total inſupers . 10 099 12 23 
The following ſums have been diſallowed, as not 


applicable to the purpoſes for which the money 
was granted by parliament. 
£ = d, 


Over claimed on Robert Br' ng- 
hurſt's bill for ſundry ma- 


chines 


Diſcount on ay „„ 6.15 6k 
| — 14 15 6 


Inſupers and diſallowances 1114 7 9 


which ſum being deduQed, leaves a balance unexpended of 


89951. 19s. 24d. inſtead of 7881. 11s. 51d, ſtated by the ac- 
countant. 


Truſtees of the Royal Exchange. 
Upon the account of the truſtees of the Royal Exchange, for 
one year ending the 29th day of September 1788, there is a ba- 
lance in the hands of the truſtees of 3221. 10s. 55d. 


New Law Courts and Offices. 

The account of James Gandon, Eſq; for the ſum of Goool. 
granted in the laſt ſeſſion of parhament towards building fur- 
ther offices for the public records and courts of juſtice adjoining, 
from the 27th day of October 1787 to the 27th day of Decem- 
ber 1788. | 

In this account Mr. Gandon has given credit for the ſum of 
1759], 6s. 11d. reported on the 2gth day of January 1788, 
to have remained unexpended of 15,0001. granted by parliament 
in former ſeſſions for the above purpoſes. 

There is upon the whole a balance unexpended of 3751. 178. 15d. 


Commiſſioners of Police. 

Before the commiſſioners proceed to report upon the ac- 
counts of the police eſtabliſhmear for the laſt year, they deem it 
expedient to mention, for the information of parliament, that by 
the order of his excellency the lord lieutenant, the commiſſioners | 
of police delivered in the accounts of their receipts and diſ- 
burſements, from the 2gth Gay of September, 1786 (the day 
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upon which their eſtabliſhment took place) to the 2gth day 
of September, 1787. : 

Theſe accounts were examined and paſſed by the commiſſioners 
in virtue of their commiſſion, and on tlie 17th day of April laſt 
they made a report to his excellency the lord licutenant, of 
which the following is a copy, 

% Having examined theſc accounts with the ſtricteſt attention, 
and enquired into the nature of all the articles both of the cl.arge 
and the diſcharge, the following obſervations have occurred. 
The charge conſiſts of 14,0001. received from the treaſury, 
of ſuch part of the taxes upon houſes aud carriages 4s have been 
collected during the period of the account, and of other ſums 
received by them, the whole amounting to 20,2191. 168. 24. 

& In the diſcharge part, under the head of police-houſe, there 
is charged for a fine on taking the houſe, 500l. for fixtures ſixty 
eight pounds, and for one year's rent 200l. 

It appeared by a letter from government to the police: board, 
dated the 8th day of September 1786, that the fine aud fixtures 
were approved of; but as in the fame letter they are reſtricted 
to the annual rent of 150 guineas, we have difalowed the dif- 
ference between that and the ſum charged, being 291. 78. 6d. 
and placed the ſame as an inluper on the accuunt. Upon the 
ſame head different ſums amounting to 34gl. 12s. 11 d. are 
charged for furniture, conſiſtiug of the following articles: 


„ 
Looking-glaſſes - - 128 10 8 
Carpeting - - 99 8 3x 
Chintz, callico, &c. - 1-47 
Floor-mats, aurora morine, bruſhes, fenders, &c. 19 16 6 


„Upon theſe charges we are not warranted to maie any 
diſallowances, as it appears by a letter from government bearing 
date the 18th day of December, 1786, that the commiſſioners of 
police were authorized to fit up the police-houſe in ſuch manner 
as ſhall be requiſite, his grace being conſident that every unne- 
ceſſary expence will be avoided, and the ſtricteſt attention paid 
that ſuch articles only be provided as hall be neceſſary for the 
ſervice. How far theſe directions have been complied with 
we do not take upon ourſelves to determine. The charge of 
111. 78. 6d. for Chambers's dictionary, and 221. 158. for a feat 
in St. Andrew's church, are diſallowed and placed as inſupers, 
theſe charges not appearing to be warranted. The ſtationer's 
bill, which contains the expenccs of books, ſtationary and printing 
for one quarter, being the firſt after their inſtitution, amounts to 
8231. 48. 62d. Upon a careful examination of this bil it ap- 
pr ars that the ſeveral articles furniſhed by him ate more in quan- 
tity than the nature of the ſervice ſcems to have required, and 
from the prices charged they muſt be preſumed to have been of 
a ſuperior quality to what we underſtand are generally uſed in 


108 PARLIAMENTARY Ts. 17, 


the offices of this kingdom : we are not however enabled to make 
any other diſallowances upon this bill than the price of Cham- 
bers's dictionary before mentioned, the ſlationer having declared 
upon oath that all the charges made in his account for the uſe of 
the police are made agreeable to the prices regulated by the ſta- 
tioners in the city of Dublin. The firſt commiſſioner of police, 
admitted that all the orders for the ſtationary, &c. furniſhed 
were warranted by the police board, declaring at the ſame time 
that theſe expences would in future be conſiderably leſſened, new 
regulations having been made for the more frugal purchaſe and diſ- 
tribution of the ſeveral articles under that head, as well as under 
that of forage, and of coals and candles at the different guard 
houſes. 

«© Upon the whole we 8 that during the period of this 
account a proper degree of regularity and ceconomy has not been 
practiſed z however the firit commiſſioner of police has aſſured us 
that the endeavours of that board will be exerted to promote 
thoſe deſirable objects.“ | 

State of the police account on the 29th day of September 
1787, as paſſed in the account office. 

F . 


Total charge : 20219 16 2 
Diſcharge 18349 12 4 
Balance as given in by the accountant - 1870 3 10 


To which muſt be added the following ſums 
difallowed by the commiſſioners of account, 
Chambers's dictionary, four volumes folio = 11 7 6 
Alderman Hart for a ſeat in St. Andrew's | 
church . - 22 15 — 
Difference between 2col. charged for one 
year's rent of the police houſe, and 150 | 
guneas allowed by government . $9.97 6 


The balance then is „ 1043 10 
But by returns given in by alderman Warren, 
and the collector and regiſter of carriages, it ap- 
pears that the following taxes remained uncol- 
lected on the 29th day of September 1787, viz. 
Tax on houſes according to the 
beſt calculation that can be made 6755 15 10 
Carriages „ 3064- B 25 
Fines - 28 13 10 


8738 17 95 


The balance in favour of the public on the 
29th day of September, 1787, therefore is 10672 11 74 


CR 
**a 1 : * 
* Pp r 2 A FA 
VVA ee e ths * n ; 
E GE He Ga D b py 
3 *r. rn at RE . = 
_—_ I 5 % * 


R 5 VVV 
e ee e 3 3 Np” Sf . — Ee a; 


Ns # n n 


a r 
. 


* 
E * 8 3 
88 0 E * 9 2 * 
; VW 7 3 
va r d W ö et K DR GE 2 Re $ 
we ERS i e PE Sys 2 og Lb 2 8 A 0 SES 3 ted ee N . 
Pe eee ere ce ee SS 3 * EG k 


TE N 


1789. D EB NN 209 


Commiſſioners of Police. Second Account, 

The account of the commiſſioners of police, for the year end- 
ing the 29th day of September 1788, has been examined and 
paſſed in conſequence of an act of the laſt ſeſſion of parliament. 

The firſt commiſſioner of police being called upon and examined 
upon oath touching this account, declared that in the charge 
part, fell credit is given to the public for all the monies re- 
ceived by rhe board of police, or by the perſons employed under 
their direction, within the period of the account; that every ar- 


ticle of the diſcharge has been fairly expended in the neceſſary 


ſervice of this department; that ſome of thoſe articles which 
in the courſe of examination at firſt appeared exceptionable had 
ariſen before the new regulations for confining their expences had 
taken place; that the utility reſulting irom the general diſperſion 
throughout the kingdom of a printed paper called the Hue and 
Cry fully juſtifies the expence ; and that all the works and re- 
pairs carried on at the police houſe, and at the ſeveral guard- 
houſes in the different quarters of the town, were not only ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, but were executed upon the cheapeſt terms. 
A diſallowance has been made of gl. charged as having 
been paid to Francis Gibbons for oats, no voucher having been 
produced. | 
It appears upon this account that the firit "commiſſioner of 
police has advanced the ſum of 16621. 14s. 75d. more than the 
amount of the net balance in favour of the public oa the former 
account added to the receipts within the laſt year; this advance 
has not been occalioned by a deficiency in the fands allotted for 
the ſupport of the eſtabliſhment of police, but from the arrear of 
taxes remaining uncollected on the 29th day of September laſt, 


which far exceeds the amount of the balance in . of the 
accountant. 


Tyrone Collierier, Jobn Staples and Fames Caulfield, Efyrs. 1 
of 2000]. Seſſion 1784. 

The commiſſioners in their 8th report ſtated that John Staples 
and James Caulfield, Eſqrs. had delivered in an account of the 
ſum of 2000l. granted to them in the ſeſſion of 1784, towards 
erecting a ſteam engine at their collicries in the county of 
Tyrone. The diſcharge as ſtated by the accountants amounted 
to 3500!. 8s. 33d. but certain vouchers required not having 
then been produced to ſupport payments, to the amount of 
18681. os. 5d. the commiſſioners laid the ſame as an inſuper on 
the account, whereby it appeared that there remained a balance 

of the grant unexpended of 3071. 128. 1d. The accountants 
ſince that period, have delivered in to this office, vouchers together 
with an affidavit for payments to the amount of 17471. 198. 3d. 
from which it appears that the accountants have expended the 
ſum of 1440l. 78. 14d. more than the grant of PRETTY and 
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not 1 500l. 8s. 31d. as ſtated by them in the account firſt deli- 


vered in. . 


Governors of St. Patrick's Hoſpital. | 
The governors of St. Patrick's hoſpital, did not until the 3d 
inflant, deliver in any account for two years ending the 25th 
day of December 1787 : ſome papers purporting to be the ac- 
counts, and part of the vouchers for theſe two years, were on the 
abovementioned day brought to this office, but being delivered 
in ſo late they cannot be reported upon at preſent, 


Charter Schools. | 

The account of the incorporated ſociety for proteſtant charter 
ſchools, for one year ending the iſt day of November 1787, 
bas been delivered in, but as vouchers have not accompanied 
the account, the commiſſioners are obliged to poſtpone the ex- 
amination. | | 


Commiſſioners of Firſt Fruite. h 
The commiſſioners in the report dated the 2gth day of Ja- 
nvary 1788, obſerved that they had iſſued a precept to the com- 
miſſioners of firſt fruits, requiring them to deliver in ſuch accounts, 
orders of appropriation and certificates, as the law requires for 
the expenditure of the ſeveral ſums granted to them for building 
new churches, and repairing old ones, in ſuch pariſhes wherein 
no divine ſervice had been performed for twenty years paſt, : 
To this precept Henry Upton, Eſq; ſecretary to the commiſ- 
fioners of firſt fruits, gave in an anſwer which has been recited 
in the ſaid report of the twenty-ninth day of January 1788 ; but 
no account having been given in to this office, application was 
again made on the ſeventh day of November laſt to the commiſ- 
fioners of firſt fruits through their ſecretary, to which no anſwer 
has as yet been returned. | : 


. Howard Tyan, Eſq; Seffion 1784. 
In the ſeſſion which ended in the year 1784, the ſum of pool. 
was granted to John Howard Kyan, Eiq; for the purpoſe of erect. 
ing a ſmelting houſe on the lands of Crownbawn and Ballymur- 
tagh in the county of Wicklow; and in the ſeſſion of 1786 an 
act was paſſed by which he was enabled to erc& the ſaid works 
either on the lands of Crownbawn or Ballymurtagh, and enlarg- 
ing the time for his accounting to the ſift day of May 1787; 
but Mr. Kyan not having produced any account the commiſſion- 
ers took the ſteps mentioned in their report dated the 2gth day of 
January 1788. | | | 

Since that time alias fire faciaſes have been iſſued by order of 
the commiſſioners againſt Mr. Kyan, and each of his ſureties, di- 
reed to the ſheriffs of the city of Dublin and the ſheriff of the 
county of Wicklow, on which ſeveral proceedings were had and 
judgment obtained thereon, and a levari facias iſſued againſt the 
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body, goods and chattles of Mr. Kyan, directed to the ſheriffs 
of the city of Dublin, which was delivered to the ſheriffs, with 
direction from the ſolicitor to ſeize ſo much of his goods and 
chattles as ſhould be ſufficient to anſwer the debt and coſts; and 
two other levari faciaſes are now ready to be iſſued againſt his ſus 
re ties. 

By an order of his majeſty's attorney general to the ſolicitor, 
dated the Sth day of July laſt, the commiſſioners were directed 
to ſtop further proceedings until the firſt day of the term then 
next enſuing; and by a further order of the attorney general, 
dated the 8th day of December laſt, proceedings were again 
directed to be ſuſpended until his excellency the lord heutenant's 
pleaſure ſhould be known on a memorial preſented to him on be- 


half of Mr. Kyan. 


Grants of Seſſion 1784, not applied for. 

For the following ſums granted by parliament in the ſeſſion 
1784, to the ſeveral perſons, and for the purpoſes undermentioned, 
application has not yet been made to the 8 

: . & 6 

To the right honourable John O' Neil, the right ho- 

nourable Barry Yelverton, the honourable Hercu- 

les Rowley, Charles Ruxton, Eſq; Conway Rich- 

ard Dobbs, Eſq; and Ezekiel Davys Wilſon, Eſq; 

to repair the quay of Carrickfergus - 500 — — 
To the right honourable Lord Kilwarlin, Robert 

Roſs and George Hamilton, Eſqrs. towards erect- 

ing a light - houſe on the ſouth rock on the eaſt 

coaſt of the county of Down - - I400 — — 
To Denis Bowes Daly and Anthony Daly, Eſqrs. 

to be by them expended towards rendering the 

harbour of Galway more ſafe and commodious 1000 — — 


On the 13th day of June laſt Ezekiel Davys Wilſon, Eſq; de- 
livered in the names of certain perſons as ſecurity for the due ex- 
penditure of the ſum of 5ool. granted for repairing the quay of 
Carrickfergus, which were approved of, but the recognizance not 
having actually been entered into, or any other ſtep taken, the 
above mentioned fum of 5ool. ſtill remains unapplied. 


Cotton Works, Balbriggan. 

By an act paſſed in the 25th year of his preſent majeſty, the 
commiſſioners of this office (among other tbings) are required, 
once at leaſt in every year for ſeven years, to enquire into the ſtate 
of a cotton manufactory eſtabliſhed at Balbriggan, and whether 
Mr. Joſeph Smith, the manufacturer, has performed certain 
conditions voluntarily entered into by him. f 

In obedience thereto the commiſſioners directed Mr. Thomas 
Brown, junior, architect, to view the ſaid works a third time, 


who reported * that Mr. Foſeph Smith informed him that -e had 
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* been obliged to agree with the other proprietors of the cotton-mill 
& built under his diredtion, to give up his ſbare of it to them on their 
ic complying with certain conditions mutually agreed to, and that he 
« no longer had any management or direction of the ſpinning, &c. of 
* cotton carried on there. That he found the mill, houſe and ma- 
« chinery in good repair. T hat one houſe contains 3600 ſpindles rea- 
« dy for ſpinning cotton, when a ſupply of water can be had ſuffi- 
* cient to move them. That though the mill-pond and water-courſes, 
« as far as he could ſee them, are ſufficient to retain and conduct wwas- 
ce ter enough for all the purpoſes of theſe works, yet the late months 
« of this year have been ſo uncommonly dry, that all the ſprings and 
& other ſources of water in the neighbourhood of Balbriggan ha ve 
« failed, and the working of the cotten-mill, as he was informed by 
« the principal director, has been ſuſpended for the laſt twenty-one 
« eveeks, to the great loſs of the proprietors, who have to pay all 
« their working people as uſual, in order to keep them ready when 
& evater can again be had.” | 


Left the filence of the commiſſioners relative to the ſums of 
money granted to the late corporation for promoting and carry- 
ing on inland navigations, ſhould induce the public to conceive 
that this ſubje& has not been aſſiduouſly purſued, they think it 
proper to obſerve, at this time, that in the laſt year ſeventy-ſeven 
precepts yere iſſued to ſuch perſons, or their repreſentatives, as had 
received money by warrants from the late corporation for which 
no account had been rendered. 

The returns which have been made to theſe precepts are ſo few 
in number, and in general ſo little ſatisfactory, that the commiſſi- 
oners are not enabled at preſent to report upon this ſubject. 

ENRY LOFTUS, 
EDwARD Ticus, 
FrxEperick FLooD, 
Peter HoLwEs, 
Account-Office, 
17th February, 1789. 
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Wepnrsbar, FresRNUARY 18, 1789. 


A meſſage was brought from the lords, by two maſters in chan- 
cery, that their lordſhips had ſcut to inquire of his excellency 
tie Marquis of Buckingham, when he would pleaſe to receive the 
addrels of the two houics to his royal highneſs the Prince of 
Wales, in order to tran{aiit the fame, and that his excellency had 
appointed to-morrow, at half after three o'clock, for that pur- 
pole. | 


Mr. GzaTTax moved, “ that this bouſe do accompany the 
lords to-morrow, at half after three o'ciock, in carrying up to 
his excellency the lord lieutenant the addreſs of both houſes te 
his royal highneſs the Prince of Wales.” 


The queſtion being put, it pailed unanimouſly. 


Mr. GraTTAN then ſaid, with reſpect to the buſineſs of ga- 
ing into the ſupply, it had been his opinion that it would be 
highly improper until the two houſes had provided for the defi- 
Ciency in the third eſtate, which they had now done, by addreſſ- 
ing his royal highneſs the Prince of Wales to take upon himſelf 
the government of the realm during his majeſty's prefent indiſpo- 
lit ion. Any ftep previous to this would not only have been im- 
proper, but, he would ſay, unconſtitutional ; but having now 
done with that buſineſs, and reſting in confident expectation that 
h:s royal highneſs will accept the regency, and having weighed 
with great attention the arguments of the right honour- 
able gentleman [the Chancellor of the Exchequer] he was diſ- 
poſed to accelerate, as much as poſſible, the public buſineſs. The 
right honourable gentleman had declared, that there was ſtill time 
to paſs the money bills; he was convinced the right honourable 
gentleman was right, and therefore he and the gentlemen with 
whom he acted ſtood clear of any imputation or blame that might 
ariſe from delay ; he and his friends, the country gentlemen of 
Ireland, had acted upon principle, and he rejoiced that in fo do- 
ing no inconvenience had been laid upon the country, It had 
been his intention to continue the duties and loans by ſhort mo- 
ney bills, and he had in view, as a precedent, the ſhort moncy 
bill of 1779, which, he abſerved, though productive of the 
greateſt good, had produced to the country none of the incon- 
ventencies which gentlemen had ſeemed to apprehend; he was, 
however, willing to be counſelled in the preſent cafe by the right 
honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer in the mode of pro- 
cedure, for he agreed with him, that the ſpirit of the ſtanding 
orders of the houſe, whether theſe orders had been received or 
not, was a neceſſary guard, intended to ſtop any improvident 


grant of the public moncy, He propoſed, therefore, for the 
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preſent, to let the neceſſary bills be paſſed in the moſt expeditious 
way, obſerving all the uſual forms, and keeping ſtill open the 
committee of accounts, whereby the houſe might, at a future 
period of the ſeſſion, inveltigate the public revenue and expences, 
with the greatelt accuracy. He concluded with obſerving, that 
he would not have ventured to conſent to theſe meaſures, had he 
not firſt conſulted that moit reſpectable deſcription of perſons, the 
country gentlemen ; they were for going on with the public bu- 
fineſs, and he was ever happy in agreeing with their wiſhes, 


The CnAxcELTOR oF THe Excatques faid he was happy 
that the right honourable gentleman coincided in his opinion. 
He explained the ſteps neceſſary to be taken in paſſing the money 
bills pointed out the ſhorteſt and moſt parliamentary methode 
agreed that the committee of accounts ſhould be kept open for 
the inveſtigation of the public income and expenditure; and con- 
cluded by moving the order of the day, That this houſe do 
now take his excellency the lord licutenant's ſpeech into conſide- 
ration. | 


The motion paſſed without a negative. 
The ſpeech was then read by the clerk. 


He then moved, „ That a ſupply be granted to his majeſty, 
and that the houſe do forthwith reſolve itſelf into a committee to 
take that motion into conſideration.” | 

This queſtion alſo paſſed unanimouſly, and the houſe accord- 
ingly reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole houſe, the 
right honourable Mr. Maſon in the chair, 

He alſo moved, That a ſupply be granted to his majeſty ;*? 
which motion being unanimuuſly agreed to, Mr. Maſon left the 
chair | 

The uſual motions for addreſſing the lord lieutenant, to order 
the public accounts to be laid before the houſe, were made; all of 
which paſſed without any oppoſit ion. 


Mr. Boyn obſerved, that by a late act of parliament the city 
of Londonderry would, after the 25th of March, be prevented 
from importing tobacco; this he thought a very heavy grievance 
to the merchants of that city, becauſe it was not improbable 
that veſſels laden with tobacco might arrive 1n that port perhaps 
the very day after, which veſſels and their cargoes would, under 
the hovering acts, become the prey of revenue officers ; he there · 
fore prayed the houſe to take the matter into conſideration, and 
give him leave to bring in a bill to enable Derry to import to- 
bacco as heretofore. 


The ATTorney GENERAL gave it as his opinion, that the 
beſt method the city of Londonderry could purſue, would be to 
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fend out cruiſers to ſtop the arrival of any tobacco ſhips after the 
day limited in the act of parliament ; for if any ſhould arrive 
they certainly would be condemned as ſmugglers, and if he might 
uſe a technical phraſe, they would be condemned nunc pro tunc. 


i 

Mr. Greorct Poxsoxsy ſaid he did not think that any act 
of parliament could lay the merchants of Derry under inconve- 
nience; it availed little to lay reſtrictions on their port, when 
their whole coaſt was a quay for ſmugglers. As to paſſing a bill 
for their particular convenience, no doubt the houſe would conſi- 
der it as a modeſt requeſt ; but even if they. were intitled to fa- 
vour, the general tobacco bill would paſs as ſoon as any local bill 
that could be preſented. 


Mr. Kearxey complained of the ſcandalous abnſe of procla- 
mations, which, he ſaid, were continued in the public prints long 
after they had become out of date, and which by repreſenting 
riots and enormities, that ought long ago to have been forgotten, 
tended to diſgrace this country in the eyes of the ſurrounding na- 
tions. He did not mean, he faid, to caſt any blame upon the 
preſent government for theſe publications, it had been a long 
practice, but he wiſhed to fee it diſcontinued ; however, having 
named government, he would take the opportunity of declaring, 
however unpopular ſuch a declaration might be, that he never had 
known ſo good a government in Ireland; he had no obligation 
to it but as one of the public, benefitted by the chief governor's 
regard to c:xconomy, and zeal to check profuſion, and ſtop pecu- 
lation in the different departments of the ſtate ; on that princi- 
ple he held it his duty as a man of hovour and a member of par- 
lament, to bear teſtimony to his worth, 


Mr. Fitz1z2ze&r afſured the honourable gentleman, that no 
proclamations whatioever were now, by order of government, 
publiſhed in any paper but the gazette; that not more than two 
or three of the preſent government were contained in that paper ; 
and that there was a ſtanding order of council, that proclamati- 
ons ſhould not be continued for more than fix weeks; but he be- 
lieved the printers inierted them merely to fill up their papers, as 
they were not liable to ſtamp duties. 


It was ordered, that the Speaker do iſſue his warrant to the 
clerk of the crown, to make out a new writ for electing a mem- 
ber, to ſerve in this preſ-nt parliament for the county of Kilken- 
ny, in the room of the honourable Henry Welbore Agar, now 
lord viſcount Clifden. 

And alſo his warrant to make out a new writ for eleQing a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for the borough of 
Ballynakill, in the Queen's county, in the room of Sir William 
Montgomery, Bart. deccaſed. 
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Tuvkspav, FEBRUARY 19, 1789. 


The Speaker reported that the houſe had attended his excel- 
lency the lord lieutenant with the addreſs of both houſes of par- 
lament to his royal highneſs the Prince of Wales, and that his 
excellency had returned the following anſwer : | 

% Under the impreſſions which I feel of my official duty, and 
of the oath which I have taken as chief governor of Ireland, I 
am obliged to decline tranſmitting this addreſs into Great Bri- 
tain, 

For I cannot conſider myſelf warranted to lay before the 
Prince of Wales an addreſs, purporting to inveſt his royal high- 
neſs with powers to take upon him the government of this realm, 


before he ſhall Le enabled by law ſo to do.” 


Mr. GraTrTanx ſaid it would be highly improper to enter into 
any buſineſs after ſuch an anſwer had been received; and in or- 
der to conſider what ſteps were neceflary to be taken, he 
ſhould move the queſtion of adjournment. He hoped the houſe 
on this important occaſion would act with dignity, temper and 
deciſion ; he would therefore move, that the houſe do1l fourn till 
to- morrow. | 4 
The queſtion was put, and unanimouſly agreed to. 


— — 2 „ 


Friday, FrBRUARY 20, 1789. 


Mr. SrcxrraRxY FIiTZHERBERT moved, that his excellency 
the lord licutenant's anſwer to the lords and commons who at- 
tended him yeſterday with the addreſs of both houſes of parlia- 
ment to his royal highneſs the Prince of Wales, be entered on 
the journals of the houſe, | 


Mr. W. Topp Joxts ſaid he believed every gentleman who 
then heard him, felt the deepeſt conviction that the conſti- 
tution of the kingdom was this day at ſtake—the chief governor 
of this independent kingdom, upon a ſolemn queſtion, touching 
the executive branch of the legiſlature, refuſes to take cognizance 
of a refolution of the two other branches, formally teſtified to 
him by their reſpective preſidents, accompanied by both houſes 
met in full parliament and upon what ground was that refuſal ? 
Upon his oath—that is, the oath of the chief governor can mili- 
tate with, and pronounce to be illegal, a ſolemn determination of the 
parhament of the kingdom He repeated therefore that the con- 
ſtitution was at ſtake, and that the people of Ireland, and he, as 
one of their repreſentatives, demanded from that houſe an adjuſt- 
ment of that point. He aſſerted the chief governor of Ireland 
could not cuſhion an addreſs, or any ſolemn inftrument of both 
houſes of parliament—if he can, ſaid he, there is no conſtitution ; 
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and he founded his aſſertion not upon conſtructions of acts of 
parliament, or parliamentary journals, but upon the deductions 
of common ſenſe, which are equally enjoyed by the peaſant, the 
lawyer, the gentleman, and the prince; which points out immedi- 
ately to the meaneſt capacity, that if the lords and commons of 
Ireland are not paramount within this realm, to every power, but 
to the will of the ſovereign, this kingdom is governed by four 
eſtates and not by three. He therefore maintained that the chief 
governor, not being ſovereign, but only his miniſter, could not 
impede an addreſs of both houſes, and if he attempted it, he ab- 
dicated the king's government. 

In his opinion, this was not the firſt inſtance in which the con- 
ſtitution has been at iſſue ſince the opening of this ſeſſion: His 
majeſty's Attorney General, on a former night, had advanced 
in his place, that the monarch of Ireland, in his imperial refi- 
dence at the caſtle of Dublin, could not ratify a ſingle act of the 
Iriſh legiſlature ; which he only has a right to do in the Britiſh 
privy council.” And now the repreſentative of that monarch 
tells us, in his place, that he cannot recognize a ſolemn inftru- 
ment of the lords ſpiritual and temporal and commons of Ireland, 
allembled in full parliament, and that he is precluded from it by 
oath. | 

This was an awful ſituation—it was not a queſtion of regency 
nor of parliamentary reform—nor of revenue—but it was a 
queſtion of national independence and external legiſlation. 

Sir, ſaid he, we, the people, in ſilent anxiety, conſide in our 
parliament, demand from her an unimpeached conſtitution, and 
await her determination. | 


Mr. GzraTTan faid he was ſatisfied to let the anſwer be en- 
- tered on the journals, in order to make way for ſome reſolutions 
which he intended to propoſe, as neceſſary to carry the intention 
of the two houſes into effect, and as a vindication of their ho- 
nour and conſt:tutional conduct. 


The lord lieutenant's anſwer was then ordered to be entered on 
the journals. 


Mr. GzaTTan then moved, © that his excellency the lord 
lieutenant having thought proper to decline to tranſmit to his 
royal highneſs George Prince of Wales, the addreſs of both 
houſes of parliament, a competent number of members be ap- 


pointed by this houſe to preſent the ſaid addreſs to his royal 
highneſs.“ | 


The ATTorxty GExERAI ſaid he wiſhed to know what num- 
ber was to be underſtood by the words a competent number. 


Mr. GraTTax faid he had left the number open, becauſe; he 
would not preſume to conclude the number; the practice, as he 
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underſtood was, where a committee was to be formed from the 
lords and commons jointly, that two commoners were named for 

one lord, and when the lords ſnould have named their number, he 
would then propoſe double that number of commoners. 


The ArroxN EY GEX ERAIL.— Having from the outſet of this 
buſineſs conſidered it as unwarranted by law or conſtitution, I 
ſhall give the right honourable gentleman's motion a negative— 
being now as J have been all along moit decidedly of opinion, 
that the addreſs is unlawful, and that it cannot convey royal au- 
thority. 


Mr. Pazsoxs.—Thec more I conſider the ſubject, the more I 
am convinced that we ſhould procced to appoint the regent by 
bill, and not by addreſs ; for, farlt, I ſhall prove that we are com- 
petent to proceed by bili, and next, that we ought not, nor can- 
not, proceed otherwiſe. Our legiſlative conftitution was altercd 
in the year 1782, and the effects of , thoſe alterations, have 
not as yet been ſufficiently conſidered. As it now ſtands it agrees 
with the legiſlative conſtitution of England, having three eitates 
—a king, who acts by his viceroy—a houſe of lords and com- 
mons : but it differs in this, that there is ſuperinduced upon our 
conſtitution an extrinſic form, which is diſtin and independent 
of the three eſtates, and that is the great ſeal of England, which 
muſt be put to our bills before they can become the law of the 
land ; this is not the third eftate, as ſome have called it ; nor do 
I think it can be properly called any eſtate at all; but if it be 
one, it muſt be a fourth eſtate. This great ſeal is the bond of 
connection between the two kingdoms, it is put to our bills by 
the king of England as King of England, and not as king 
of Ireland; this is evident, becauſe as king of Ireland he could 
have no authority over it whatſoever. If it was intended as an 
expreſſion of the king of Ireland's ſentiments, it ſhould be noti- 
fied in ſome other way, as privy {igned or ſign manual ; not the 
ſeal of England, which cannot belong to our conſtitution. What 
follows from this, but that, as ſoon as a regent in England is 
appointed, as all the powers devolve upon him, except where ſpe- 
cially limited, which belonged to the king of England as king 
of England, this power of putting the great ſeal to our bills 
devolves upon him alſo. Hence the neceſſity of having the fame 
regent with England, and hence appears the folly of attempting 
to appoint one for this kingdom before one is appoiated in Eng- 
land, for it is only an aſſumption of a power which we never could 
put in practice, an idle gaſconade, which may alarm England, 
and cannot by any poflibility ſerve ourſelves ; a diſplay of au in- 
clination to ſeparate the executive, without the ability to do ſo. 
But it has been ſaid, if the act be ſo, repeal it. I aſk you how? 
That act of repeal muſt have the great ſeal of England to it; 
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and how could you procure the great ſeal of England to ſuch an 
act? That ſeal is in the cuſtody of an officer in England, reſpon- 
ſible to the Englith parliament for every uſe he ſhall make of it, 
and if he were to put it to ſuch an act, he ſhould and ought to 
fuffer the ſevereſt puniſhment the laws of his country could in- 
fit. This is the ſecurity the Engliſh have, that we can never 
paſs a law to ſever the executive, or impair the connection of 
theſe kingdoms ; and thus, does this great ſeal, that has been 
ſpoken of with much deriſion; this bauble, this piece of wax and 
parchment, appear, in this very inſtance, of ſuch potent effici- 
ency, that we could not, if we would, have a different regent 
from England, and which will be found a. ſecurity in all future 
times againſt every machination to weaken the ties of connection 
between us. It gives the Engliſh parliament, it is true, a kind 
of negative upon our laws, but by ſuch a remote and ſevere action, 
as there is no reaſon to apprehend it will ever be abuſed. That 

arliament, having recognized our right to legiſlate excluſively 
* this kingdom, their own law, as well as their prudence, would 
not ſuffer them to impeach their chancellor for putting that ſeal to 
any Iriſh act, except in the ſingle caſe of its tending to deſtroy the 
unity of the executive power, in which alone the connection of 
theſe kingdoms confills. That ſeal then, however it came to be 
faperadded to our conſtitution, whether by accident or deſign, is 
fecurity to England without being dependent 10 Ireland; and the 
hiſtory of mankind does not afford an inſtance of two independent 
ſtates being conected together by a mechaniſm ſo wiſe and fo beau- 
tiful. The moment then, I ſay, that a regent is appointed in 
England, we are competent to paſs a bill for the ſame purpoſe 
here. To make this more clear, let us trace the hill through its 
different ſtages. We have declared ourſelves to be a parliament, 
we have recognized the third eſtate in our addreſſes to the viceroy, 
we have recognized our own powers by thoſe addreſſes, by our 
proccedings in the committees of accounts and of ſupply ; and, 
when I ſtated my doubts upon the ſubject the ſecond day of the 
ſeſſion, by the ſilence of every other man upon it in this aſſem- 
bly. 1 ſtated them then, becauſe I foreſaw the influence our de- 
termination upon it would have upon all our ſubſequent proceed- 
ings, and that it was a ſubje& of too much conſequence to be 
ſuffered to remain in ſuch ſuſpence, as that it might be drawn 
down at a future day to receive the decifion that would ſerve the 
turn of a party. Our legiſlative conſtitution being thus far effec- 
tive, having the viceroy of the king, the lords and the commons, 
at prefent complete, to theſe we ſhould have the additional form 
of the great ſeal of England effective, as ſoon as a regent ſhall 
be appointed in that kingdom. If we were to proceed then by 
bil, it would firſt paſs the two houſes of parliament, who are 
now competent; it would then receive the great ſcal of Ireland, 
and be certified into England by the lord lieutenaut, who is 
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acting under a regular commiſſion from the king, and therefore 
is competent; it would then receive the great ſeal of England, 
by the authority of the Engliſh regent, who to this act would 
be competent; it would then receive the final aſſent in parliament 
by the lord lieutenant, be enrolled in the office, and be a law of 
the land. The only ſtep in its progreſs which may be queſtioned 
as unſound is the laſt, as the lord lieutenant has no power ſpecified 
in his general commiſſion from the king for paſſing bills, and as he 
could not have a ſpecial commiſſion from him now for that pur- 
poſe, as is uſual, Firſt, I ſay to this, that a commiſſion is ren- 
dered unneceſſary by the act that paſſed in 1782, © to regulate 
the manner of paſſing hills.” The firſt clauſe is mandatory upon 
the lord lieutenant, that he ſhall certify all ſuch bills as have paſ- 
ſed both houſes of parliament. The ſecond rlauſe I conceive to 
be mandatory alſo; that “ ſuch bills having been returned into 
this kingdom under the great ſeal of England {hall paſs in the 
parliament of this kingdom.” No man doubts the firſt clauſe to 
be mandatory, and I ſee no reaſon why the ſecond ſhould not be 

ſo likewiſe. If it was intended otherwiſe, the words would be 
may paſs, and not ſhall paſs. But there was an amendment made 
to this very bill in its tranfit through this houſe, and which appears 
upon your journals, that puts the intention of the houſe at that 
time out of all diſpute. In the amendment are theſe words, 
<« that ſuch bills, and no others, being returned unaltered, under 
the great ſeal of Great Britain, ſhall be capable of receiving the 
royal aſſent or diſſent in parliament, according to his majeſty's 
commiſſion, either for giving his aſſent or diffent to the ſame 
reſpectively. Here, inſtead of the mandatory words, * ſhall paſe,* 
was propoſed the conditional ones, . Mall be capable of receiving 
the royal aſſent or diſſent,“ but were negatived. The neceſ- 
ſity of a ſpecial commiſſion was alſo propoſed, and was negatived. 
The words then I ſay of the law are mandatory. The intention 
of the legiſlature was that they ſhould be mandatory, and conſe- 
quently ſach commiſſion, though the practice ever fince, is a 
ſupererogating inſtrument, and the lord lieutenant might, nay muſt 
paſs the law without it. It were certainly more agreeable to the 
conſtitution of theſe kingdoms that the law were otherwiſe ; but 
I am not now ſpeaking of what the law ought to be, but what 
the law is. It ſtill ſhould be the ſenſe of the majority that this 
ep would be difficult in paſſing the bill, this ſingle ſtep might be 
ſupplied, by the two houſes empowering either the regent of 
England to iſſue ſuch commiſſion to the lord heutenant for that 
purpole, or by empowering the chancellor of Ireland to put the 
great ſeal to ſuch a commiſſion. But proceed as is propoſed 
give executive powers to the Prince of Wales, that he may le- 
giſlate ; let him ſend over another lord lieutenant to ſuperſede 
the lord lieutenant appointed by the king, and then begin a bill, 
and ſee how defective your legiſlature will be. The lord lieute- 
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nant muſt come under the authority of the regent of England as 
appointed by the Engliſh law, and not by your addreſs. The 
law of William and Mary having given all royal powers, juriſdicti- 
ons and prerogatives to the king of England, whoever he ſhall 
be, nothing leſs than a law can take them away from him—your 
addreſs is utterly impotent to ſuch a work. The new lord lieute- 
nant then muſt act as the deputy of the Engliſh regent. Your 
bill then muſt receive the great ſeal, and be certified into Eng- 
land, not under the authority of the repreſentative of your king, 
but the deputy of the Engliſh regent ; it mult again receive the 
royal aſſent in parliament, not by the repreſentative of the king, 
but by the deputy of the Engliſh regent. Here are two principal 
ſtages in which it will certainly be totally defective by proceeding 
in this way, whereas there would be but one which might poſſibly 
be partially defective by proceeding in the other way. Our third 
eſtate here, now appointed by the king, and which this very ad- 
dreſs recognizes as perfect, will then be extinguiſhed, and this 
under the pretence of completing our legiſlature. The imperial 
crown of Ireland will be merged in the regency of England, for 
fear it ſhould be merged in the imperial crown of that Kingdom; 
and a regent appointed by an Engliſh act of parliament, to ſup- 
ply the third eſtate to legiflate for this country, left we ſhould im- 
pair our independency by preſſing an act of parliament to ſupply 
1t by ourſelves. Further, the commiſſion for the new lord lieute- 
nant muſt be under the great ſeal of England; for otherwiſe by 
our laws he could not hold the parliament. What an argument 
do you then give to thoſe who might be now, or at a future day, 
hoſtile to our independency ? A lord lieutenant comes over with a 
commiſſion under the great ſeal of England, from a regent who 
has been appointed regent by a law in England, and whom it has 

been attempted to appoint regent by addreſs and againſt law in 
Ireland; under which authority then will it be argued that the 
lord lieutenant is appointed? By the Engliſh bill or the Iriſh ad- 
dreſs ? Or will you now give ſuch an argument in favour of the 
power of the Engliſh parliament to legiſlate for you in this impor- 
tant inſtance, of ſupplying the third eſtate of your legiſlature, 
after their power to legiſlate for you has been ſo recently renounced 
in every inſtance ? But thoſe very gentlemen who are the authors 
and advocates for this addreſs, propoſe that it ſhould be followed 
by a bill—I aſk why ? Can it give one portion of royal autho- 
rity, and not another ? Can it be valid as giving power to legiſlate, 
and invalid as to giving any other power, when it profeſſes to 
give every power? If it can give legiſlative power, which is the 
Pigheſt, if it can give every other ſubordinate power, then this 
ſubſequent bill will be unneceſſary. But when they ſay a ſub- 
ſequent bill is neceſſary, they admit that there is ſome power not- 
withitanding its comprehenſive diction, which the addreſs is ina- 
adequate to give, and conſequently that it is inadequate to give 
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legiſlative power, and that is the higheſt of all. But it is not 
wonderful that ſuch inconſiſtencies ſhould appear in the conduct 
of arguments, of men who have proceeded with ſuch precipita- 
tion; though it is very wonderful that a majority of this houſe, 
and many moft reſpectable members, ſhould be prevailed on to 
follow them. The recruiting language held out to country gen- 
tlemen, at the opening of this buſineſs, was a penfion bill, and an 
abolition of the police. As to the firſt, I tell thoſe gentlemen 
that they are deluded if they expect a permanent law for that 
purpoſe to be paſſed during a regency. We might certainly du- 
ring the regency limit the penſion liſt, but no longer. For this I 
aſſert to be ſound conſtitutional doctrine, that during a regency 
no law ought to paſs to limit a prerogative of the crown: for 
what would be the conſequence ? during a temporary malady as 
the preſent, or during a minority, the beſt prerogatives of the 
crown might be ſhorn off, ſo that when the king ſhould aſcend 
his throne he might find himſelf a mere impotent pageant, How- 
ever deſirable the object is of limiting the penſions, we ought 
not to eltabliſh the precedent ; or if ſuch a bill ſhould paſs thro? 
the two houſes of parliament, the miniſter who would put the 
great ſeal to it, or who ſhould adviſe the royal aſſent to be given 
to it, ought to forfeit his head. That you eannot have a perpe- 
tual penſion bill now, I have proved; with reſpect to the aboli- 
tion of the police, I will venture to propheſy. I ſay the pro- 
miſed abolition of the police will be no more than ſome tempo- 
rizing modification, which, if we may judge of the {kill of the 
new miniſters, from what we know and have ſeen, we may ven- 
ture to pronounce will be but of frivolous efficacy : I therefore 
exhort country gentlemen that they will not be led on by ſuch 
fallacious and unequivalent allurements. It is moſt unworthy of 
a great nation, in an affair of ſuch ſtupendous conſequence, to 
make a ſurreptitious bargain with thoſe upon whom they confer 
the authority, as to the powers they confer, and the manner in 
which they confer them. It is invidious towards the people of 
England to contraſt our conduct with theirs, and court the execu- 
tive power which is now riſing over theſe countries, by an un- 
limited confidence purchaſed with fuch pitiful ſtipulations. It is 
a practice which if purſued will be ruinous to the conſtitution 
of theſe kingdoms, alternately to vie with one another in obſe- 
quiouſneſs to the common ſovereignty, for the attainment of any 
temporary favonrs. Without examining auy precedent, withoat 
hearing any evidence, we have deprived the king of all the pre- 
rogatives of his crown, and conferred them upon another perſon ; 
we have done ſo with an oſtentatious affectation of differing from 
England—firlt by refuſing any document of the wiſe proceedings 
in that country; and next by appointing a regent before a regent 
has been appointed there. We have taken this opportunity of 
diſplaying our independence, by precipitately wreſting the ſceptre 
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from that very king by whom our independency was reſtored ; 
we have preferred proceeding by addreſs, though againſt law, in- 
ſtead of by bill, thus eſtabliſhing a precedent, authoriſing the 
two houſes of parliament to nominate a regent, though different 
from England, and to ſeparate the executive government of theſe 
kingdoms ; whereas if we had proceeded by bill, that bill muſt 
have had the great ſeal of England put to it before it could be a 
law, and which, if a chancellor of England ſhould put to a bill 
appointing a different regent from England, he mult have done it 
at the hazard of his head. And thus we have ſet aſide this ſa- 
tisfactory ſecurity, which England ſhovld have had for an iden- 
tity in the two kingdoms of ſovereign power. All theſe-truths 
muſt raiſe ferious alarms in England, muſt create a diſtruſt of our 
parliament and people, a diſtruſt, the conſequences of which we 
may one day fatally feel. It is not by an empty parade of our 
independency that we ſhall preſerve it; it is by our ſpirit and pru- 
dence—our ſpirit to protect it if it ſhould receive an aſſault, and 
our prudence to conduct ourſelves in fuch a way as that it ſhall 
not be thought neceſſary to aſſault it. We have got a great deal 
by accident, and which we may loſe by folly.—A frantic enthu- 
ſiaſm may ſucceed ſometimes in accompliſhing great atchieve- 
ments, but it is ſober wiſdom alone that can preſerve them. 


Mr. Hoax r ſaid he preſumed that the commiſſioners were to 
act under the direction of the two houſes, and if ſo, he requeſted 
to know what inſtructions were intended to be given them for 
their conduct? Were they immediately upon their arrival in Lon- 
don to prefent the addreſs to his royal highneſs the Prince of 
Wales, even though he were not yet inveſted with the regency of 
England ? Or were they to wait till ſuch inveſtiture ſhould take 
place ? 


Mr. GzarTan ſaid that difficulty will be removed]; for, ſaid he, 
I think his royal bighneſs will be inveſted before the eommiſſion- 
ers can arrive. 


Mr. Hanaxr.— I heg leave to ſay that I am not anſwered, for 
my queſtion ſuppoſes the commiſſioners may poſſibly arrive be- 
fore his royal highneſs is inveſted with the regency. 


Sir HENRY CavEN Dis ſaid the queſtion was premature, and 
that it was unparliamentary for one member to interrogate ano- 
ther in this manner. 


Mr. HoBarr inſiſted that it was the uniform practice when 
any member propoſed to bring forward a number of reſolutions, 
for the houſe or any member of the houſe, to demand to be in- 
formed of the whole {cope and rauge of ſuch reſolutions, other- 
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wiſe gentlemen might be led to agree to one or more leading queſ- 
tions, though they might differ on the main point; as to the 
_ queſtion he had aſked, he maintained that it was perfectly in order, 
and that the preſent was the moment to diſcuſs it.— His firſt queſ- 
tion was, were the commiſſioners to receive their inſtructions from 
the two houſes before they ſet out? or being arrived in England, 
were they to write over for directions to regulate their conduct? 


Mr. ConouLy.—lI am not authorized to give the honourable 
gentleman any anſwer, but I do aſſure him, that in whatever ſitu- 
ation the houſe ſhall place me, I never will take any ſtep that 
ean tend to the ſeparation of the two crowns ; and I hope that 
whoever ſhall be ſent, ſhall be poſſeſſed of ſuch powers, and ſuch 
powers only as may tend to ſtrengthen the connexion with Eng- 
land, and maintain the conſtitution of this realm. 


Mr. Hormrs infiſted that it was highly unparliamentary, and 
unreaſonable, for gentlemen to call upon the houſe to aſſent to a 
fingle reſolution without explaining their whole ſcheme, 


Mr. Krarnty expreſſed great reſpect for the characters of the 
gentlemen who had taken a lead in the preſent buſineſs, and great 
confidence in their wiſdom and integrity; but in his humble opi- 
nion, the wiſer way would be to wait till the prince was firſt ap- 
pointed regent in England. 


The queſtion on Mr. Grattan's motion was then put, and paſſed 
without a diviſion, 


Mr. Grattan then moved, * that Mr. Conolly do attend the 
lords with the ſaid reſolution, and acquaint them that this houſe 
requeſts them to appoint members of their own body to join with 
the members of the commons in preſenting the ſaid addreſs.” 


This alſo paſſed without any diviſion, and Mr. Conolly went 
up to the lords accordingly. h 


Mr. Mason brought up the report from the committee of 
ſupply, which was received and read. That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that a ſupply be granted to his Majeſty.” 


The queſtion being then put, “ that the houſe agree in opi- 
nion with this committee,“ it paſſed without a diviſion. 


The CHancELLoR of the Exch EGGER then moved, „ That 
this houſe will on Monday next reſolve itſelf into a committee of 
the whole houſe, to take into conſideration the ſupply granted 
to his majeſty, and alſo the lord lieutenant's ſpeech,” which paſf- 
ed unanimouſly, and the houſe then ordered that a committee be 
appointed to examine the ſeveral public accounts. 


The commons waited ſome time for an anſwer from the lords, 


to the meſſage which they had ſent by Mr, Conolly. 
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Mr. CratTax propoſed that the houſe ſhould proceed with 
buſineſs, and moved, that his excellency the lord lieutenant's 
anſwer be read, which being read by the clerk, 


Mr. BxownLow ſaid it would be beneath the dignity of the 
commons to ſuffer ſuch a record to ſtand upon their journals, un- 
noticed and unrefuted ; he therefore hoped to fee ſuch a reſolu- 


tion propoſed as would vindicate the honour of the commons of 
Ireland. | 


Mr. GaATTAN.—I do not think it poſſible after the anſwer 
that we have juſt heard, that any gentleman can entertain a doubt 
of the neceſſity of our coming to ſome reſolutions to maintain the 
dignity and privileges of parliament. Sir, we were wiſe in ad- 
journing laſt night, to give time to deliberate; it was an awful 
pauſe, a ſolemn interval, and will give weight and conſequence to 
the meaſures we may adopt. In any controverſy with the chief 
governor, it becomes us to obſcrve the molt punctilious ceremo- 
ny, and in the particular caſe before the houſe, tenfold attention 
is neceſſary, becauſe it is to remain a record and a precedent upon 
Four journals; becauſe it is a caſe on which the privileges of the 
country depend ; our conduct therefore ſhould be founded in law 
and the conſtitution, it ſhould be even reſpectful to the chief go- 
vernor who has maligned our proceedings. I will therefore move 
a reſolution, the truth of which no. man can deny, and if it be ad- 
mitted, the lord lieutenant's anſwer muſt neceſſarily be diſallowed. 
He then moved, That in addreſſing his royal highneſs the 
Prince of Wales to take upon himſelf the government of this coun- 
try, on the behalf, and in the name of his majeſty, during his ma- 
jeſty's preſent indiſpoſit ion, and no longer, the lords and commons 
of Ireland have exerciſed an undoubted right, and diſcharged an 
indiſpenſable duty, to which in the preſent emergency they alone 
are competent.“ 

The ATTornty GPNERAI.— Sir, this reſolution is of ſuch 
tendency, and does fo avowedly aſſert the pernicious and uncon- 
ſlitut ional priuciples of the addreſs which we have voted, that if 
the commons of Ireland agree to it, they ſtrengthen the founda- 
tion already laid for a ieparation of the crown of Ireland from the 
crown of Gieat Britain; and the country gentlemen who are 
about to vote upon this occaſion, would do well to conſider again 
and again, before they follow the right honourable gentleman one 
Rep further in his ill adviſed and deſperate ſpeculations. 

Sir, I did not think that I ſhould again be under the neceſſity 
of treſpaſſing on the patience of the houſe upon this ſubject, but 
I find I mull once more call the attention of gentlemen to the 


ſtatute law and to the conſtitution of the realm: By the 23d 
Henry VIII. the king of England is, ipſo fa&o, king of Ireland; 
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and by the ſecond clauſe of that act, it is declared and enaQted, — 
« That if any perſon or perſons, of what eſtate, dignity, or con- 
dition ſoever they or he be, ſubject or reſiant within this land of 
Ireland, by writing, imprinting, or by an exterior act or deed, ſhall 
give occalion, whereby the king's majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, 
ſhall be diſturbed or interrupted of the crown of this realm, he or 
they ſhall be adjudged traitors, and every ſuch offence ſhall be ad- 
judged high treaſon.” 5 

Here I take leave to remind gentlemen of the occaſion on which 
this act was made it was made when Engliſh faction had found 
its way into Ireland, when the houſe of Fitzgerald and the houſe 
of Butler, eſpouſing different Engliſh parties, had repeatedly 
plunged this country into the horrors of civil commotion. 'The 
act was made that Ireland and England might be for ever united 
under the ſame ſovereign, and whether he was a king of the houſe 
of York, or a king of the houſe of Lancaſter, who wore the crown 
of England, he ſhould, in that right alone, be deemed king of Ire- 
land. And let not any man tell me, that becauſe this reſolution 
ſpeaks of a regent and not of a king of Ireland, that therefore the 
act of Henry VIII. does not apply to it; it is not the mere name 
of king, it is not the ring of gold that encircles the monarch's 
head which 1s the object of this law; No; the object of the law is, 
that the chief executive magiſtrate, and the chief executive power 
in both countries, ſhould be one and the ſame; and therefore it is 
folly in the extreme to aſſert, that it is the undoubted, and the in- 
diſpenſable duty of the lords and commons of Ireland, of their 
authority, to create a ſupreme executive magittrate whom they 
call their regent ; when every man who knows the ſtatute law of 
this country muſt acknowledge, that if they were to call him by 
another name, they would, by ſuch a reſolution, commit an a& 
of direct treaſon : And if a doubt on this ſubject could have hung 
upon the conſtruction of the ſtatute of Henry VIII. the act of 
the 4th of William and Mary has removed it. The phraſe of this 
act ariſes from the phraſe of the act of Henry VIII. for the act of 
William declares, that the crown of Ireland, and all the power and 
prerogative belonging to the crown of Ireland, ſhall tor ever be 
annexed to and dependent upon the crown of England, 

And give me leave to tell the country gentlemen of Ireland, 
that the only ſecurity by which they hold their property, the only 
ſecurity which they can have for the preſent eſtabliſhment in 
church and ſtate, is the connection of the Iriſh crown with, and 
its dependence upon, the crown of England; a connection and 
dependence which has been ſealed with the beſt blood of their 
country; and if they are now duped into idle and fantaſtical ſpe- 
culations, which are to ſhake that connection, under the ſpecious 
pretence of aſſerting national dignity and independence; they will 
teel, to their ſorrow, that they are duped into a ſurrender of the 


only ſecurity by which they can hope to retain their property, or 
Vor. IX. K 
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by which they can hope to retain the preſent eſtabliſhment in 
church and ſtate. For give me leave to ſay, fir, that when we 
ſpeak of the people of Ireland, it 1s a melancholy truth that we 
do not ſpeak of the great body of the people. This is a ſubje& 
on which it is extremely painful to me to be obliged to ſpeak in 
this affembly, but when I ſce the right honourable member driv- 
ing the gentlemen of Ireland to the verge of a precipice, it is ne- 
ceſſary to ſpeak out. Sir, the ancient nobility and gentry of this 
Kingdom have been hardly treated, that act by which moſt of us 
hold our eſtates was an act of violence, an act palpably ſubverting 
the firſt principles of the common law of England and Treland. I 
peak of the act of ſettiement paſſed in this country immediately 
„ ſter the reſtoration, which veils the eſtate of every man who had 
been diſpolleſſed during the rebellion of 1641, abſolutely in the 
crown, and puts the old proprictors to the neceſſity of proving 
that they had not been guilty of high treaſon, in order to avoid 
the penalties of confiſcation ; which by the facred and fundamen- 
tal principles of the common law, can be incurred only upon con- 
viction and attainder. And that gentlemen may know the ex- 
tent to which this fummary confiſcation is gone, I will tell them 
that every acre of land in this country, which pays quit-rent to 
the crown, is held by title derived under the act of ſettlement ; ſo 
that I truſt the gentlemen whom I ſee upon the oppoſite benches, 
will deem it a fubje& worthy their conſideration how far it may 
be prudent to purſue the ſucceſſive claims of dignified and unequi- 
vocal independence made for Ireland by the right honourable gen- 
tleman. So long as we remain ſatisfied with the conſtitution of 
Ireland, as ſettled in 1782, and avail ourſelves of every opportunity 
which may offer, to cement the union of the crown of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, and to cultivate the affection and confidence of 
the Britiſh nation, we ſhall continue to cultivate peace and good 
order, and proſperity in this country. But if, in a moment of 
phrenzy, the two houfes of parliament of this country are to ſa- 
crilice their connection with the crown of England in purſuit of 
paradoxical phantoms, perhaps we may live to ſee Ireland once 
more indebted to a Britiſh army for the reſtoration of her civil 
and religious liberty. See then what ſecurity you have for your 
connection with England, if the two honſes of parhament are to 
aſſert an undoubted and excluſive right, and indiſpenfable duty to 
creite a ſupreme exccutive magiſtrate for Ireland, and of their 
own authority to inveſt him with all the powers of royalty. 
Your ſecurity is the ſteadineſs and difcretion of the two houſes of 
the Iriih parliament, which, upon the preſent momentous occa- 
ſion, I am free to acknowledge, have been unexampled. But if 
the law of your country eftabliſhes another ſecurity for that con- 
nection, if by the ſettled law of your country, the ſanction of the 
Britiſh great ſeal is neceſſary to any inſtrument by which any 
tlupg in the ſhape of royal power can be exerciſed in Ireland, do 
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you ſuppoſe that the Britiſh nation will tamely ſubmit to the 
claim now ſet up by the two houſes of the Iriſh parliament? No 
If we pert in aſſerting this claim, the two countries will be com- 
mitted more hotly than ever; for if the addreſs of both houſes 
can inveſt the Prince of Wales with royal powers in this country, 
the ſame addreſs could convey the ſame powers to Lewis XVI. of 
France, or to his holineſs the Pope, or to the right honourable 
mover of this reſolution. And therefore, the lords and commons 
of Ireland may be aſſured that if they perſiſt in aſſerting a claim, 
palpably condemned by the laws and conſtitution of their country, 
palpably hoſtile to Great Britain, and radically ſubverſive of the 
eſtabliſhed conſtitutional connection between Great Britain and 
Ireland, it is utterly impoſſible that ſuch a claim ſhould be paſſed 
by in ſilence by the Britiſh government; it is utterly impoſſible 
that the aſſertion of ſuch a claim ſhould not again commit this 
country with Great Britain; and if by any fatality we are again 
committed, what muſt be the event? This iſland has every thing to 
loſe, and can gain nothing. In a good cauſe and on a ſound bot- 
tom, however unwilling I might be to engage in a conteſt with 
Great Britain, I will {till truſt ultimately to her juſtice ; but if we 
are to be committed on the claim of an independent executive go- 
vernment, we are committed againſt the laws and conſtitution of 
Ireland, and in ſuch a conteſt Ireland muſt fall. 

We have already voted a commiſſion of embaſſy to preſent our 
addreſs to the Prince of Wales, offering him the plenitude of 
royal power in this country, and requeſting that he will exerciſe 
it by his authority, or by our authority. But when our ambaſ- 
ſadors ſhall have executed their commiſſion, how 1s his royal high- 
neſs to act? Is there a man in England with whom he will adviſe 
upon this ſubject, who will venture to tell him, that the addreſs 
of the lords and commons of Ireland can confer the ſhadow of 
royalty upon him? Or, who will venture to adviſe him to comply 
with the terms of that addreſs, and to take upon himſelf the exer- 
Ciſe of the powers attached to the crown, by the mere authority 
of the lords and commons of Ireland ? Is there a man in England 
who will venture to tell his royal highneſs, that ſuch an addreſs 
will give him the command of the great ſeal of England, for the 
purpoſe of Iriſh government, and make himſelf reſponſible to the 
Engliſh nation for ſuch an opinion? ] will be bold to ſay, there is 
not a ſober and honeſt man in England with whom his royal 
highneſs will adviſe upon this ſubje&, who will not tell him, that 
the lords and commons of Ireland have not the ſhadow of right 
to provide by their authority for the executive government of 
Ireland, and therefore the right honourable gentleman had beſt 
wait for the anſwer of his royal highneſs to this addreſs before he 
preſſes forward a reſolution aſſerting claims, which muſt be con- 
demned by every ſaber and honeſt man in both countries. 

| K 2 
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Anq here give me leave to call to the right honourable gentle- 
man's recollection ihe anſwer he this day gave, when he was afked, 
what were the commiffioners to do, or how were they to act, 
ſnould they arrive before the Prince of Wales was inveſted with 
the regency of Englaud ?—The right honourable gentleman's an- 
{wer was, that it was ahne certain he would be inveſted with 
the regency of England before they arrived, and that difficulty 
would be removed. The right honourable gentleman does then 
confeſs that there may be a difficulty attending the execution of 
this new Iriſh commiiſion, but, upon calculation, he ſeems to hope 
that the difficulty will not occur. 

St, the right honourable gentieman muſt remember, that when 
he firſt brought forward a reſolution aſſerting the independence of 
the parliament of Ireland, though I agreed with him in princi- 
ples, yet I was cautious in committing the two kingdoms ; but 
when be had committed them, I agreed with him that Ircland 
could not recede from her claims, which were then founded in 
juſtice. But upon the preſent queſtion Ireland ſtands upon very 
different ground. Here we are aſſerting a claim palpably illegal 
and unfounded, a claim which, if it ſhall ever be allowed by Great 
Britain, mult bring inevitable ruin on this country; and therefore 
it is, that I do molt earneſtly entreat of the right honourable gen - 
tleman to deſiſt from his preſent ſpeculations, becauſe in my judg- 
ment, they are giddy and fantaſtical in the extreme, and utterly 
ſubverſive of every principle which unites the kingdoms of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 

Sir, there has been throughout the whole of this buſineſs a 
want of temper and deliberation, highly diſgraceful to this coun - 
try; and it would ſeem as if providence had peculiarly marked 
our intemperance, for on that night on which, from common 
tame alone, we thought fit to determine that our lawful king was 
incapable of diſcharging the- functions of his government, his phy- 
ficians had declared that his majeſty had ſhewn decided ſymptoms 
of convaleicence; and on the night on which this raſh determina- 
tion was made, with the {ame intemperance we voted an addreſs 
to the Prince of Wales, to afſume the powers of government law- 
fully veſted in our king; and, leſt any man ſhould have time for 
deliberation, the reſolution and addreſs were reported and agreed 
to the ſame night; and now we are cafled upon to vote a refolu- 
tion, if poſſible more raſh and intemperate than the former, in 
order to ground a vote of cenſure on Lord Buckingham, becauſe 
he will not convey our raſhneſs and intemperance to Great Bri- 
rain. If Lord Buckingham had tranſmitted that addreſs to Great 
Britain, he would have ſubjected himſelf to impeachment on his re- 
turn there : if he had tranimitted it he would have committed a 
breach of his oath of allegiance; and if he had told you fo in direct 
terms, he would have been fully juſtified in ſtating it. But what 
is his anſwer to your meſſage ?—* That conſiſtently with his 
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impreſſions of official duty, and of the obligations of his oath of 
office, he could not ana your addreſs to the Prince of 
Wales.” Where then is the mighty offence againſt your dignity ? 
Does the houſe know that the bord licutenant of Ireland acts un- 
der an Engliſh commiſſion, and under lecret inſtructions from his 
majelty, which he is bound to <Gbey at the peril of his head? 
Does the houſe know what theſe inſtructions are? and if they do 

not, will they enter into a reſolution hoſtile to Great Britain, 
hoſtile to the connection of the two crowns, in order to ground a 
cenſure upon the king's repreſentative, becauſe he tells you he 
cannot act in contradiction to what he confiders to be his official 
duty, and the obligations of his oath of office? And give me leave 
to ſay, if the Marquis of Buckingham could itop the addreſs 
which we have voted from going into Great Britain, he would 
confer an eternal obligation on the TIrith nation, for if that ad- 
dreſs ſhall ever reach the Prince of Wales, it is impoſſible that 
any man in England will be fo raſh as to adviſe his royal highneſs 
to act under it. The right honourable gentieman will pleaſe to 
' recolle&, that Engliſh nuniſters are reſponſible to the 2 na- 
tion, and that unfortunately the orders or the opinions of the 
lords and commons of Ireland will not be an excuſe to = Eng- 
liſh judicature for a breach of the laws of England ; and there. 
fore before we proceed to further violence, it may be adviſeable 
to wait his royal highneſs's anſwer to our addreſs; and if this an- 
fwer ſhould be, that he cannot take upon him to exerciſe royal 
powers in Ireland by authority of this addreſs, what will be the 
lituation of the two houſes of the Iriſh parliament? How will 
their dignity brook the reproof ? But if his royal highneſs ſhould 
be adviſed to aſſume royal powers under the authori ity of this ad- 
dreſs, gentlemen will tind inſuperable difficulties in their w ay in 
framing a bill, which the right honourable gentleman profeſſes his 
intention of propoſing. It will be utterly impoſſible to frame 
- ſuch a bill upon the model of your addreſs. The bill which has 
paſſed the Britiſh houſe of commons makes the regent aa affiftant 
to his majeſty, and confers on him an office of truſt under the 
crown, When we come to frame our bill, we muſt conform to the 
model of the Engliſh bill; whether the powers to be committed 
to the regent by our bill be the ſame, or whether they are more 
extenſive than the powers committed to him by the Engliſh bill, 
the nature of his office muſt be the ſame in both countries. What 
then will become of your addreſs, which purports to confer on 
his royal highneſs not an office of truſt, not the duty of aſſiſting 
kis majeſty during his indiſpoſition, but full and unlimited royal 
powers, to be exerciſed by him in his own right, as prince regent 
of Ireland? 

Permit me to take notice of ſome aſſertions that have been made 

with regard to the privileges of the two houſes, which are ſaid to 
be violated by the lord licutenant's refuſal to tranſmit the addreſs, 
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Call to recollection the conduct of one of the moſt worthy and 
amiable men of his time, the late Mr. Ponſonby ; that truly ho- 
nourable man, when ſpeaker of the houſe of commons, had re- 
fuſed to carry up an addreſs to Lord "Townſhend, alledging as his 
excuſe, that he found it inconſiſtent with his feclings of honour 
to carry up the addreſs of thanks to a chief governor, who had 
offered an inſult, as he conceived it, to the commons when they 
had laſt met. Did any man object to Mr. Ponſonby for this re- 
fuſal? No; his refuſal was deemed to be an act highly honoura- 
ble to him: and the commons, far from cenſuring their own ſer- 
vant, for acting from the impreſſions of his truly honourable feel- 
ings, returned him their unanimous thanks for his faithful and 
eminent ſervices. The houſe did not reſolve, that it was the un- 
doubted duty of the ſpeaker to carry up to the lord lieutenant 
whatever addreſs they ſhould think proper to direct him to pre- 
ſent ; no, they had the juſtice and liberality to acknowledge, that 
it is the privilege of a gentleman to act from the impreflions of an 
honourable mind, ant if the truly honourable gentleman to whom 
I allude, ſaid he had an enemy in this country, his conduct on 
this occaſion mult have made him bluſh. If then the commons 
in 1771, did not think themſelves at liberty to cenſure their own 
ſervant, who refuſed to take up their addreſs, from his impreſſions 
of honour and duty, what right have we to proceed to the vio- 
lence to which the right honourable gentleman would now lead 
us? The lord lieutenant tes you that conſiſtently with his duty 
and his oath, he cannot tranimit your addreſs. What right have 
the two houſes of parliament to call upon him to tranſmit an ad- 
dreſs to any perſon but to the king of England? To a ſubject, 
however high his rank, you have not the ſhadow of right to call 
upon the king's repreſentative to tranſmit an addreſs, But when 
the lord lieutenant tells you that your addreſs calls upon his royal 
highneſs the Prince of Wales to do an act, not warranted by law; 
when he is confirmed in that opinion by the cliancellor and the 
chief juſtice of Ireland, if he were to tranſmit that addreſs, he 
would {uljc& himſelf to impeachment on his return to England. 

For the lait ſeventcen days his majeſty has been in a progreſſive 
ſtate of amendment, anc, by the laſt accounts no doubt is enter- 
tained of his ſpeedy aud perfect recovery; ſuppoſe then there ſhould 
be another cxan nation of his phyſicians, upon which it ſhould 
turn out that his majeſty may be competent to do buſineſs, and that 
our ambaſſadors, when they arrive at London, ſhould be inter- 
rupted in their progreſs by his majeſty, on his way to meet his 
parliament— what are they to do? are they to ſuppreſs their cre- 
dentials, and ſneak back to Ireland; or, are they to preſent our 
addreſs to the Prince? This, perhaps, may be a dangerous ex- 
periment; it may, perhaps, be deemed an overt act of treaſon to 
the king, for whic!: they may be arreſted as traitors to the crown 


of Great Britain, Poſſibly, then, the event of this high and 
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mighty embaſſy may be, that the commiſſioners of the lords and 
commons of Ireland may ſneak back to their maſters with the 
melancholy information, that, for pare fear of the Middleſex 
Juſtices, they did not dare to execute their commitiion, There 
is but one ſenſible mode that you can purſue wait till his royal 
highneſs the Prince of Walcs is appointed regent, and then, by 
an act of the Iriſh legiſlature, recognize his authority ſo far as it 
may be neceſſary to recognize it in Ircland. But let not this 
iſland pretend to take the lead in providing for the exerciſe of the 
royal authority in the preſent emergency. | 
And now, Sir, give me leave to ſay, that as there is not a 
lawyer in this kingdom, and I am confident I might fay in Enx- 
land, who will aſſert that an addreſs of the lords and commons 
of Ireland can convey regal powers; as the firit law authori- 
ties in this Kingdom have proteſted againſt ſuch a principle, and 
indeed every member of the upper houſe who ſupported this ad- 
dreſs aſſerted, that it was only a form of compliment, or reſpe&, 
calling upon the prince to accept of powers to he hereafter be- 
ſtowed upon him by act of parliament ; as every ſober man deſert- 
ed it on the ground of conferring power, give me leave to ſay, 
that it is an act of inſanity to commit the two kingdoms, by 
preſſing the reſolution propoſed by the right honourable gentle- 
man, a reſolution which he profeſſes to be intended only as a 
foundation for cenſuring the lord lieutenant. Sir, if it be any 
gratification to the gentlemen of the majority to cenſure Lord 
Buckingham, becauſe, in compliment to them, he would not re- 
nounce his allegiance to his ſovereign, let them do it without this 
reſolution ; for though I ſhall always be grieved to fee the par- 
liament of Ireland committed with the king's repreſentative, yet 
I ſhall always conſider it a matter infinitely of more ſerious conſe- 
quence to commit the parliament of Ireland with the Britiſh na- 
tion. In ſuch a conteſt Ireland muſt be the loſer. 


The CHancsLLOR or THE Excatquer ſaid, on a ſubject of 
ſuch nice legal diſtinction, he ſhould have declined giving any 
opinion, if he had not felt that he differed with gentlemen on 
both ſides, and the two houſes having gone ſo far, he thought 
gentlemen called upon to declare their ſentiments ; he would be 
as far as any man from entering into meaſures that could commit 
the two countries; for he looked upon the rights of the two na- 
tions, like the privileges of pathament, to be ſubjects of tou deli- 
cate a nature to bear definition. Had he voted upon the addreſs, 
it ſhould have been under the idea that it could convey no power 
to the prince till he was made regent of England. The poſſeſſor 
of the chief executive powers in England and in Ireland muſt be 
the ſame perſon, and as it was certain his royal highneſs would be 
that perſon, he would have preſented the addreſs to him in the 
handſomeſt manner, and inveſted him with authority without 
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impoſing any condition or reſtriction but what the conſtitution 
and the laws of the land impoſe. He was forry, however, that 
the addreſs ſeemed to grant an original power ; he did not think 
the houſe poſſeſſed an original power to grant to whom they 
would; he apprehended the preſent caſe was within the regula- 
tion preſcribed by our own laws, and he did not think it at all 
Gerogatory to the dignity of the houſes to regulate their conduct 
by the laws of the realm. As to the conduct of the lord lieu— 
tenant, he thought it perfectly right, agreeable to his duty and 
his oath ; he would not therefore concur in any act of diſpleaſure 
againſt his excellency, but he was ready to concur in the preſent 
reſolution, provided ſome words were added to explain its preſent 
dubious meaning. The words he would propoſe to come in be— 
tween the word couniry and on, were, according to the laws and 
the conſtitution of this realm. | 


Mr. Foxnts obſerved, that he conſidered it as incumbent on 
every member of that houſe to enter his proteſt againſt the argu- 
ments advanced, and maintained by the right honourable member, 
[the Attorney General] which tended to eſtabliſh this dangerous 
and unconſtitutional doctrine, that the regent of England was 
de jure regent of Ircland ; he was concerned and aſtoniſhed, that 
ſuch a doctrine ſhould originate in the Iriſh houſe of commons; 
when he recolieted, that in the courſe of the debates in the 
Englith parliament, on the regency, our right to appoint a dif- 
tinct regent, independent of Great Britain, was generally ad- 
mitted, after Mr. Pitt's opinions on the ſubject of right had 
been adopted. : 

The arguments which had been urged by the right honourable 
member, were founded on a conſtruction of the law of Poyn- 
ing's, and the ſtatutes paſſed in explanation of it, and on chief 
baron Yelverton's act; he obſerved that the legiſlature, when 
thoſe acts were paſſed, had not the preſent emergency in con- 
templation ; the legiſlature in framing the proviſions of thoſe 
laws proceeded on this principle That the executive power of 
both countries was veſted in one perſon, on whoſe head the unit- 
ed crowns of Great Britain and Ireland were placed” By the 
proviſion, which required that our bills ſhould be returned certi- 
fied under the great ſeal of England, it was not intended that the 
king of Great Britain ſhould legiſlate in Ireland as king of Great 
Britain—but, as from neceſſity, the king of Ireland always re- 
ſided in Great Britain, and was alſo king of Great Britain. It 
was provided that he ſhould affix the great ſeal of England to our 
bills, not as the organ of his will as — of the latter country, 
but as the beſt evidence and moſt ſolemn authentication of the 
will and pleaſure of the king of Ireland, as to the paſſing into 
laws ſuch of our bills as were ſent over for his approbation. He 
then adverted to the preſent ſituation of the two countries, a 
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fituation which does not appear to havt been in contemplation of 
the legiſlature of either country at any period till the preſent ; 
the king of England and Ireland is rendered incapable by indiſ- 
poſition of exerciſing the royal authority; after this incapacity 
had been aſcertained by parliament, in England, the miniſter of 
that country declared, that every ſubject had equal right with the 
heir apparent to the regency ; his opinion was adopted by both 
houſes ; if the two houſes of parliament in England had this 
right, it was equally competent for the lords and commons of 
Ireland, as branches of a ſelf- exiſtent and independent legiſlature, 
ſimilar in conſtitution and privileges to that of Great Britain, to 
appoint any ſubject regent of Ireland; but according to the 
principles eitabliſhed in England, the two houſes might reject the 
claims of the Prince of Wales, and appoint the lord mayor of 
London regent. | 

Does the right honourable gentleman mean that the two houſes 
of parliament 1n Ireland, could be obliged by any law to adopt 
ſuch a perſon, as regent of this kingdom, on the principle that 
unleſs the ſame perſon 1s regent of both kingdoms, all the func- 
tions of our legiſlature muſt be ſuſpended for want of the great 
ſeal ? 

Is not this in effect a declaration, that the regent of England 
is de jure regent of Ireland: We are all called on to ſacrifice 
the ſubſtance to the ſigns of our conſtitution, and to adhere to 
the letter of acts, in which there is no proviſion for this emer- 
gency, and laws paſſed to ſecure the independence of our parlia- 
ment are to be perverted by forced conſtructions into inſtruments, 
for eſtabliſhing a moſt humiliating and dangerous dependence. 
Fortunately there is no reaſon to apprehend that the parliament 
of the two kingdoms will differ in the choice of a regent ; but if 
they had differed, he truſted no member of this houſe would 
have urged us to have ſacrificed the independence of our legiſla- 
ture to the uſe of the great ſeal of England to be affixed to our 
bills. As other acts have been repealed, which were conſidered to 
militate againſt the independence of our legiſlature, the neceſ- 
ſity of the caſe would have juſtified a fimilar meaſure in this in- 
ſtance ; that neceſſity which had juſtified all the proceedings of 
the convention at the revolution; and what neceſſity could be 
more urgent with reſpect to Ireland? We were obliged to ſup- 
ply the want of a third cſtate, or all the functions of our legiſla- 
ture muſt be ſuſpended ; and to effect this purpoſe we muſt either 
repeal the proviſion of the act reſpecting the great ſeal, or to be 
reduced to a condition of the moſt abje& dependance, by admit- 
ting the regent of England de jure regent of Ireland ;—no real 
friend to his country could heſitate in making his opinion on 
ſuch an occaſion. He further obſerved, that if any embarraſſ- 
ment occurred in this buſineſs between the two countries, they 
were to be imputed to the principle on the ſubject of right eſta- 
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bliſhed by Mr. Pitt, which was laid down in too extenſive a man- 
ner, though he agreed the prince had not a right to aſſume the 
government without the conſent of parliament. Had the Eng- 
Ih parliament after the incapacity of the king was aſcertained, 
proceeded to ſupply the defect in the exerciſe of the royal autho- 
nity on principles analogous to thoſe by which the hereditary ſue- 
ceſſion to the crown of theſe realms is regulated, there could not 
have been any hazard of diſuniting the countries ; the lords and 
commons of both countries acting as the grand inqueſt of the 
reſpective nations, finding the heir apparent to the crowns of 
England and Ireland of full age, and not under any legal incapa- 
city, muſt have agreed on the defignation of one and the ſame 
perſon, the Prince of Wales, as regent of both kingdoms. Al- 
lowing them even a diſcretion in the appointment of a regent, 
yet if that diſcretion is not to be exercifed in a wild and arbitrary 
manner, but regulated and controuled by principles of law and 
conſtitution, I contend for it, that the lords and commons of 
either country, could not appoint any other perſon than the heir 
apparent, in his preſent circumſtances, regent, without a flagrant 
breach of their duty. He alſo ſaid, that this queſtion of right 
would not have been agitated had not the lord lieutenant by his 
anſwer challenged the two houſes to the diſcuſſion. | 


The ArTornty GExERAL.—T would wiſh to explain. I ne- 
ver ſaid that a regent, appointed by the parliament of England, 
is, de jure, regent of Ireland. If a regent of Great Britain 
and Ireland be appointed by his majeſty, under the great ſeal of 
England, ſuch a regent is, de jure, regent to all purpoſes of Ire- 
land. But if a regent of Great Britain be appointed by ſtatute, 
I conſider him to all imperial purpoſes regent of Ireland by ſuch 
appointment; and I conſider him to be regent of Ireland to all 

urpoſes of legiſlation by a ſtatute of Ireland. But as to all 
Fach acts as are to be done in Ireland by the authority of the 
king's ſign manual, I confider that the authority of an Engliſh 
regent appointed by ſtatute is not ſufficient, until it be recogniz- 
ed by an act of the Iriſh legiſlature. 

And now I will freely acknowledge to the honourable gentle- 
man, that, on a ſuperficial view of this ſubject, it ſtruck me as 
it ſeems to have impreſſed him; but, upon mature conſideration, 
I formed the opinion which I now entertain, and the more I re- 
volve it in my mind, the more firmly I am convinced that it is 
founded on the clear and found principles of our law and conſti- 
tution. 

I am not very certain that I was in the houſe when that act 
paſſed ; however I do not find any fault with the act, on the con- 
rrarty, I am of opinion that there is great wiſdom in the princi- 
ple of it, The honourable gentleman ſaid ſomething of the 
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party or the man under whom I act: Sir, I am an officer of the 
crown, I act under my ſovereign George the third, and no other. 
His right and the riglits of his people of Ireland T maintain. 
Sir, I diſdain to act under any man or ſet of men in England. 
L wiſh this principle was more general, 


Serjeant Toles, —When the queſtion of the original ad- 
dreſs was introduced, however it might have appeared as mere 
preparatory invitation, and as a prelude to a bill, yet the prin- 
ciple on which it was debated, and the doctrines which accom- 
panied it, became dangerous in the extreme. Tt was the haſty 
work of one night; one-third of thoſe who would willingly have 
diſcuſſed the meaſure, had not an opportunity of delivering their 
opinions; but the meaſure was carried on with an overbearing 
rapidity, that precluded inveſtigation, as if this houſe had been 
taught to believe, that the nation, like the woman that deliberates, 
is loſt. He ſaid that the reſolution at preſent propounded, con- 
tained an aſſertion of law, and evidently pointed to a cenſure, 
neither of which were warrantable from the circumſtances of 
the caſe; but both of which tended to diſunion and miſchief. 
It was not his intention to lower the pride of the country; he 
hoped that it would always be ſupported by an haughty nobi- 
lity, a ſpirited gentry, and a ſturdy houſe of commons; but he 
hoped alſo that the country would never want a chief governor, 
who was firm, and who had fortitude and fidelity enough not to 
betray thoſe prerogatives which the king had entruſted to him, 
for the good of his people. If in the precipitate caprice of a mo- 
ment an haſty meaſure has been adopted, the ſober language of 
the conſtitution ſays, that it remains to the firſt executive magiſ- 
trate to aſſuage the exceſs of democratical principle, which it was 
his duty to controul. But if the lord lieutenant had complied 
with the requiſition that was made to him, he would have acted 
in direct violation of his truſt and of the law of the land, and 
contrary to the opinion of nine-tenths of the legal men of Ireland, 
excluſive of the ſtatutable anuexations of the crown of Ireland to 
that of England, under the ſtatute of Henry the eighth, by the 

ſpirit of which the uuity of the executive magiſtracy, in every 
poſſible caſe, was meant to be provided for, there is no part of the 
ſyſtem which connects us with Great Britain that would not re- 
ceive a ſheck by the meaſure propounded. By this meaſure the 
principle of ſeparation is avowed, in leaving it to the poſſibility 
of the event. Adoption of mode, or of following, in point of 
time, are diſclaimed, and inſtead of uniformity, as to the legal 
transfer of the power, or of certainty, as to the identity of the 
perſon to be inveſted with it by Great Britain, we ſubſtitute the 
hazard of a probability as to the perſon, and abandon the deli- 
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berate wiſdom of legiſlation for the incompetent and unprece- 
dented inſufficiency of a vote. | 

It has been argued, that we could not proceed to legiſlate 
through an Engliſh regent, without ſurrendering and diſclaiming 
the Iriſh monarchy. The aſſertion is unfounded, though it 
comes from a gentleman [Mr. Forbes] whoſe ſentiments deſerve 
to be treated with reſpect. Antecedent to the act of Poynings, 
it was competent to the lord licutenant to give the royal aſſent to 
bills that had paſſed the houſes, without the intervention of any 
ſpecial authority for the purpoſe from Great Britain. The dil- 
trations which had prevailed in this country during the early 
period of Henry VII. and the hafty meaſures which had been 
adopted by the government and legiſlature of Ireland, to the en- 
dangering of our connection with England, gave origin to the 
10th of Henry VII. and to thoſe proviſions of communi- 
cation which are thereby enjoined between the two kingdoms, 
under their reſpective great ſeals, in the progreſs of Iriſh legiſla- 
tion; and it is obſervable, that ſhortly before the paſſing of that 
law the royalty of Ircland had been haſtily transferred to the im- 
poſtor Symnel, who was crowned in the cathedral church of Dublin, 
was inveſted with royal authority, and convened a parliament, in 
which laws were enacted, confiſcatiny the property of his oppoſers. 
The deputy of that day ſanctioned the impoſtor, and as a par- 
tizan of Engliſh faction, he fomented that party zeal which al- 
ways hurrics men of warm tempers into enterprizes of danger 
and innovation. But the miſchief was to be remedied, and the 
law was enacted, which was meant as a bond of ſecurity and 
cemented intereſt with Great Britain, by enſuring communica- 
tion and concurrence in matters of common concern. The ſa- 
lutary principle of the law has been the theme of political 
eulogium, and has been moſt emphatically dwelt on by the great 
Molyneux, whom every man is proud to make the pole ſtar of 
his courſe. Through the various modifications of that law, by 
the act of Philip and Mary, and that of the lord chief baron 
Velverton, the great principle has been preſerved; and when 
the ceremonies are obſerved, and the requiſites are complied 
with, as under the latter law, which has condenſed and circum- 
ſcribed with a maſterly hand, and aſcertains the mode of commu- 
nication with the head of the empire, ſpeaking through his re- 
ſpective great ſeals; thoſe ſuperadded ceremonies being com- 
plied with, the conſtitution remains to act as before the act of 
Poynings' was made, and the lord heutenant of Ireland is com- 
petent, by virtue of his commiſſion, to give the royal aſſent 
under that authority which vou yourſelves recognized as autho- 
riſed to call you together, and to give the name and functions of 
ap arhament. 5 | 

I do not wiſh to embarraſs my countrymen with legal diſqui- 
ſitions, or to involve them in the myſterics of a political, any more 
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than of a religious controverſy ; the relative attributes and diſ- 
tinctions of royal and legiſlative, as well as of divine authorities, 
are ſubjects of dangerous ſpeculation for the many; and in giving 
the opinion of an individual, no man ſhould have the blaſphemous 
audacity to pronounce, that he mult be everlaſtingly damned who 
does not thus think of the regency. 

There is no man that. does not know that the introduction of 
the preſent conteſt in Ireland, originated from a deſire of repre- 
hending the mode that had been adopted in the Britiſh par- 
hament, otherwiſe we never could have a diſpute upon a buſineſs 
where all men were agreed upon the illuſtrious object of our 
choice, and in conferring the regency without reſtriction, It 
was hoped that contention of parties in England, if it ever reached 
us, would have come here as a ipent plague, that the temperature 
of our climate would have vanquiſhed ; but even in the mode- 
ration of the gentleman who ſpoke laſt Mr. Forbes] we find, 
that a freſh portion of infection arrives in every packet; and the 
inveteracy of the diſorder, inſtead of ſubſiding, has fatally at- 
tached itſelf upon the weak part of the conſtitution. 

But whence has this conteſt been forced upon us? The lord 
lieutenant's ſecretary propoſed on the firſt day, to proceed by a 
bill in the mode which England had adopted, and which was more 
peculiarly neceſſary to this country, as we thereby enſured con- 
ference and uniformity in a matter where unity and identity were 
indiſpenſable ; but the dignified character who oppoſed it, [Mr. 
Grattan? ſoared above the ſober forms of law ; and although the 
door was open, and the way open, he would inſiſt climbing in at 
the window, like Dick the apprentice aping Ranger, “ neck or 
nothing, up I go,“ to the hazard of his own | fatety, and that of 
every man who followed him. 

What ſhall prevent us to-morrow from adopting a different 
mutiny law, or diſclatming an uniformity of religion? The unity 
of the executive magiſtrate has been well called the ſolitary bond 
of union with England; but can it exiſt for a moment, if a 
poſſibility remains ef the legiſlature's being diſcordant upon the 
lubject ;, and unleſs one is ſuffered to take the lead, the alterna- 
tive is obvious. With two legiſlatures ſo liable to pull different 
ways, no authority can govern; and the auguſt perſonage, if 
deluded to ſuppoſe he could direct them, “though he were 
to beſpeak the chariot but for a day, he might ſet the world 
on fire.“ 


Mr. Busns.—A right honourable member, remarkable for 
the manly boldneſs with whach he delivers his ſentiments, and the 
ability with which he defends them, has put this queilivn on 
its true ground. He has ſaid we are about to re-ailert all the 
pernicious principles contained in the addreis. Yes, fir, it does 
go to re- aſſert our principles: and if we think them pernicious, 
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we have an admirable opportunity for recantation. If the pulſe 
of the Iriſh parliament beats according to the reports of his ma- 
jelty's phyſicians, if our opinions are as variable as the winds 
which have brought us the happy intelligence of his majeſty's 
convaleſcence; if our addreſs was dictated by party; if our 
ſenſe of law and conſtitution depends on the news we received 
from England; —let us confeſs our error, and ſubmit to our 
condemnation. Put if we do ſo, I have but one wiſh remaining 
for the honour of my country, that we may never again begin a 
mceſare requiring manly fortitude ; for no one will ever depend 
upon us for its completion, aud our unſupported promptitude will 
lead us into diſgrace and ſname.— If we refuſe to aſſert ourſelves, 
who will affert us? Let the conduct of theſe men who were in- 
fluenced by his majeſty's illneſs, be changed by his expected re- 
covery. If we are conſcious that we did our duty to our king 
and our country in concurring with the addreſs, the happy news 
from England will not alter our conduct; and certain I am that 
it will not alter mine. If the only objection of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer was founded on the words © according to the 
laws and conſtitution of this realm,“ then there can be no difficulty 
in inſerting them. I believe they were omitted only becauſe 
their ſenſe was ſufficiently implied ; but to gain ſo reſpeRable 
a vote, I am ſure my right honourable friend will readily inſert 
them. l am not afraid of thoſe abſurd conſequences attending 
our addreſs, which the right honourable gentleman [the Attorney 
General] has foretold. Should our committee be ſo happy as 
to meet the proceſſion of his majeſty going to his parliament, 
the words of the addreſs guard againſt any improper inference, 
and provide for every event. They do not requeſt his royal 
highneſs to take upon him the office of regent in the time of our 
ſovereign's health, but during his indiſpoſition, and no longer;“ 
of courſe it gives him no power in the event of his majeſty's re- 
covery, nor would it authorize him to accept the reins of go- 
vernment if the indiſpoſition had ceaſed, or to hold them a mo- 
ment beyond the term of that indiſpoſition. In the opinion I am 
about to deliver, I may perhaps be ſingular, but I do not think 
that the lord lieutenant was bound by his duty to tranſmit an ad- 
dreſs to the Prince of Wales; I think that it was perfectly at 
his excellency's option to decline it, his roval highneſs being not 
yet our regent. I feel towards his excellency neither the in- 
cumbrance of perſonal obligat ion, nor the reſentment attending a 
refuſal; I efteem him as a man and a nobleman, but I muſt la- 
ment the latter part of his anſwer. Not contented with a re- 
fuſal of our requeit, he has, without neceſſity, gone further; he 
has procecded in the latter part of his anſwer to ſubjoin a reaſon 
which animadverts upon our conduRt, to tell the lords and com- 
mons of Ireland that he thinks we have called upon the Prince 
of Wales to aſſume the office of regent before he is entitled by 
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law ſo to do.“ — What is this but to hold out an idea that his 
royal highneſs, in complying with our addreſs will be an uſurper, 
and that the lords and commons have requeſted him to violate 
law and conſtitution, I am ſorry we are obliged to decide be- 
tween the two houſes of parliament and the Marquis of Buck- 
ingham; being compelled to it by this unneceſſary addition to 
his excellency's refuſal, it is impoſſible not to decide in favour of 
our native country. I ſhall not be aſhamed to tell his majeſty on 
the day when he ſhall remount his throne—we have done no- 
thing againſt your laws; your fon did not deſerve to be accuſed, 
by anticipating or accepting power unwarranted by the laws of the 
land; we have ſhewn that the houſe of Brunſwick has a root in 
the Iriſh ſoil; we have done nothing which we are aſhamed to 
aſſert and avow; your parliament have not adviſed your ſon to 
violate the law, and your ſon has not been an uſurper, 


Mr. SzxJeant HEwir ſaid he did not intend to take up the 
time of the houſe at ſo late an hour, nor had he treſpaſſed on 
their patience in the courſe of the preſent buſineſs, becauſe every 
thing of law and argument that could poſſibly he advanced, had 
been offered by his right honourable friend, [the Attorney Ge- 
neral] and becauſe a ſingle iota of all that he had ſo ably main- 
tained had not been refuted.. | 

He could not, however, ſuffer that pernicious principle, © that 
the addreſs of both houſes could confer royal authority,“ to paſs 
without declaring his moſt decided diſapprobation of it. If upon 
the moſt important of all occaſions, an addreſs of the two houſes 
could ſuperſede the law, it muſt be able to do the ſame in caſes 
of leſs importance; and it would then follow, that the eſtates of 
gentlemen, however ſtrictly bound up by ſettlement, might he 
thrown open by an addreſs of the two houſes ; for if the addreſs 
of the two houſes could make a king, it could do any thing ; 
but no man who knew law would aſſert that the addreſs could 
convey any fuch power ; if any lawyer would venture ſuch an 
_ aſſertion, he challenged him to ftand forward and maintain it by 

law or by argument, 

Upon the whole, he thought the rational and legal mode of 
proceeding would be, to have waited till the prince had been in- 
veſted with the regency of England ; and then to have inveſted 
him with the regency of this realm. As to the preſent reſoiu- 
tion, he thought it highly pernicious—dangerous to the conſti- 
tution—and directly ſubverſive of the laws. 


Mr. Kearney ſaid his duty to his conſtituents obliged him 
to oppole any motion tending to ſeparate the two crowns : He 
was convinced that whoever was king of England ought to be 
king of Ireland, and that the regent of the two countries ſhould 
be the ſame perſon ; under this idea he votcd, for ſending the 
dclegates to England, and becauſe he was convinced that they 
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would not preſent the addreſs of the two houſes to his royal 
highneſs the Prince of Wales, until he ſhould be inveſted with 
the regency of England; at the ſame time he was convinced 
that the lord lieutenant had done right 1 in refuſing to tranſmit the 
adreſs, for if it would have been improper for the delegates to 
preſent it before his royal highneſs was inveſted with the regency 
ir would have been {till more improper for the lord licutenant ; 
and o this diihculty was ſuperadded the obligation of his excel- 
ney's cath, He concluded with ſaying, he had voted for the 
a: eſs as a mark of reſpect to his royal bighnels, but he could 
uot ſupport the preſent reſolution; 


Mr. Horus ſpoke againſt the reſulution, and with ſome 
ſeverity condemned the indecent hafte and precipitation; the 
object of which was not ſo much to compliment the prince as to 
ſhew that certain gentlemen were the only powerful people in this 
country. 


Mr. Cyazxrzs O'N+1Li, ſaid he roſe in conſequence of what 
had fallen from a great law officer; whether from a conviction, 
or reaſons of itate, he did not know. A great deal had been 
ſaid of the authority of two lords belonging to another houſe, 
and very improperiy ; though he agreed 0 their perſonal cha- 
racter, he ſhould not ſubicribe to their opinions; it was a queſ- 
tion which required not the knowiedge of a great lawyer, 
but the knowledge of the conſtitution, wo" great lawyer might 
be a powerful advocate for life and property, and yet poſſibly 
might be deficient in conſtitutional information z oa the con- 
trary, there might be many lords in the other houſe, from 
their reading and education, good judges of a conſtitutional 
queſtion, although ignorant, if they ſhould die inteſtate, to 
whom their perſonal property would devolve, A challenge 
had been thrown out to any lawyer to prove that the prince 
could not act in the regency under the powers granted him; he 
would accept it, and ſay that he can—becauſe he acts under rhe 
anchority of the only powers that are competent to call him to 
the government; and, faid he, I therefore athrm, that he not only 
has a right, but that he ought to act. But it is 4aid we may 
have a regent by fiction, which is another word for falfity; I 
lay it is totally impoſſible, without a violation of the conſtitution, 

The great object of Mr. Velverton's bill, which had been held 
@ut to terrify us, was to prevent the alteration of bills by the 
privy council, and nothing more; it leſt the conſtitution juſt as 
it found it, fave this amendment. It has been ſaid, that if the 
king was in [rceland in his royal caitle, he could not give the 
royal aſſent ; I deny it; the great ſeal would not then be neceſ- 
ſary as a ſign of his approbation, and I contend that England 
would have acted like us only to inſure their reſtrictions. But the 
queſtion before the houſe is, © has the lord licutenant acted pro- 
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perly?” I think he has not—he has preſumed to ſet his opinion 
againſt the legal a& of the two houſes of parliament, and there- 
fore I ſhall agree to the reſolution. | 


A meſſage from the lords was announced. 


Sir Jonhx BLaquitrs moved that the meſſengers be called in. 
Some oppoſition was given to this motion. | 


Sir Jonx BLAQuIERE ſpoke of it as a matter of privilege, 


The Arroxx EW GENERAL ſaid no one was privileged to 
interrupt the debates of that houſe ; if, however, the right ho- 
nourable gentleman would deſire it as a favour or matter of com- 
plaiſance, he would not oppoſe the entrance of the meſſengers, 


but he would never throw the privileges of the commons at the 
feet of the lords. 


Sir Jonx BLaquirrs defired it as a matter of favour, and 


thereupon the houſe adjourned the debate of the preſent queſtion 
for a quarter. of an hour. | 


A meſſage was received from the lords, by two maſters in 
chancery, that the lords do concur with the houſe in the reſolu- 
tion ſent up this day to their lordſhips, and alſo to acquaint the 
houſe that their lordſhips have appointed his grace the Duke of 
Leinſter and the Earl of Charlemont, to join with ſuch members 


as the houſe ſhall appoint in preſenting the addreſs of both houſes 
to his royal highneſs the Prince of Wales. 


Mr. Gaarrax faid he did not think it neceſſary at fo late an 
hour to go into the merits of the gentlemen that he ſhould pro- 
poſe; they were all men of tried and approved integrity, and whoſe 
characters were ſo well known to the houſe, that even if there 
was time for pronouncing an eulogium, any thing he could ſay 
would not add to the eſtimation they bore in the houſe and in 
the nation, He firſt named the right honourable Mr. Conolly. 


Mr. ConoLLy ſaid he hoped that in whatever ſituation he had 
ſtood for eight and twenty years, the houſe had thought, that though 
lie had not always acted with the greateſt wiſdom, he had always 
acted with the utmoſt integrity and zeal for the intereſt of this 
country and its inſeparable connection with England; and he 
aſſured the houſe, that if any thing he was now expected to do, 
could tend to a ſeparation from England, he would reje& it. 
He obſerved, that he had ſeen times-as difficult as the preſent. 
When he had ſeen the people going ſo far, he had oppoſed them, 

even when he ſtood ſingle; he had alſo oppoſed governments which 
he thought were in the wrong. 'There was one point he would 
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ever keep in view—there mult be one head of the empire, and 
that head muit be the king of England—this muſt be the bond 
of connection between the two countries, and to preſerve it en- 
tirc he would at any time riſk his life and fortune. 


The ATTorney Gxntrar ſaid though he had hitherto op- 
poſed every ſtep of the preſent buſineſs, yet as he ſaw it would 
go forward notwithſtanding his utmoſt endeavours, he thought it 
could not be in ſafer hands than thoſe of the right honourable 
gentleman, whoſe integrity the nation had long experienced ; he 
would therefore vote for his being one of the meſſengers. 


The queſtion being put on Mr Conolly, it paſſed unauimouſſy. 


Mr. GaaTrTar then propoſed, 


The right honourable John O'Neill, 
The right honourable William Brabazon Ponſonby, and 
James Stewart, Eigz 


And the queſtion being put on each, it paſſed unanimouſly. 


Mr. O*Ne1LL expreſſed his deep ſenſe of the high honour con- 
ferred on him by the houſe; he ſaid he ſhould accept it with 
chcerfulneſs, and he thought that we now appeared in the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed light in which we had ever ſhewn, as an imperial 
kingdom; and our proceedings would remain as a record of the 
ſtruggles we had made in favour of the prince and the conſtitution. 


Mr. PoxsoxBy expreſſed himſelf to the ſame purpoſe. 
Mr. STEwakT expreſled himſelf in like manner. 


The Arrogx EY GENERAL declared that all the delegates 
had his hearty approbation. 


Mr. BaowxE (of the College) requeſted the gentlemen who 
were and had been hoſtile to an addreſs, to inform him how a 
bill was poſſible. A bill muſt derive its ſanction and authority 
finally from the affent of the very regent whom they were about 
to appoint ; it pre ſuppoſed the very authority which it pretend- 
ed to create; it contamed the abſurdity of a man's creating for 
himſelf that power, which from its nature could only be delegat- 
ed. What was done at the revolution? The Prince of Orange 
did not join in a bill making himſelf king; king William did not 
join in an act confirming himſelf on the throne, No: he was 
made king by a refolution of the two houſes, and by that alone: 
had it been by addreſs, containing the force of a reſolution, it 
would have amounted to the ſame thing. The two houſes alone 
were held competent to ſupply the defect of the executive pow- 
er; they alone were competent then aud now. Never was a doc- 
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trine more ſtrongly inſiſted upon in theory, than this was of late 
in England by Mr. Pitt's friends, though they deſerted it in 
practice. It never had been denied by his opponents; they only 
differed whether the act of the houſe ſhould be election or adju- 
dication. 

A bill of enaction then being abſurd, he aſſced did gentlemen 
want a declaratory bill? Declaratory of what; that the regent of 
England was alſo regent of Ireland. If that were true, he ſaid, 
a bill muſt be unneceſſary, for we have 3 regent already.—A. 
right honourable gentleman had ſaid, it was true as to all impe- 
rial power, ſuch as making war and peace; as to the uſe of the 
great ſeal, but not as to the uſe of the privy ſignet. Allowing this, 
the abſurdity ſtill remained; he was to be elected to the power 
annexed to the uſe of the privy ſignet, by an act paſſed by him- 
ſelf ; but the poſition he denied altogether ; how was it proved? 
by the acts of annexation of the crowns, not by the letter of 
thoſe acts; for they only ſay, the king of England ſhall be king 
of Ireland. Do gentlemen infift that king and executive power 
mean the ſame thing? If they do, a conſequence will follow, 
which they may not like ; it is this, the crown is hereditary ; the 
crown and the exerciſe of the executive power mean the ſame 
thing, therefore, the exerciſe of the executive power is heredi- 
tary, and the prince has a right to the regency. But in truth 
the letter of thoſe acts ſays no ſuch thing; they ſay the king of 
England ſhall be king of Ireland ; ſo he is at this moment. 'The 
law is obeyed, the throne is not vacant, but ſo ſtrictly was that 
word king conſtrued in former times, that it had been held not to 
extend to a queen regent. | | 

Procecd then to the ſpirit of thoſe laws. They ſaid we ſhould 
follow England while ſhe obſerved a certain rule, but they never 
ſaid we ſhould follow her through all the wanderings ſhe might 
chuſe to take, while ſhe was governed by the reigning family, or, 
if the line of ſucceſſion ſhould be altered, by king, lords, and 
commons, while ſhe was governed hy any other race ſo conſtitu- 
tionally elected. If the throne had become vacant by abdication, 
or extinction of the reigning family, and muſt neceſſarily be fill- 
ed, we were bound to obey the perſon elected in England to fill 
it; but if without neceſſity, when the throne was full, England 
madly ſhould chuſe to throw the exerciſe of the regal power into 
the hands of a ſtranger to the royal family, we were not bound 
to follow ſuch abſurdity. No: our loyalty, our honour, and 
every principle of the conſtitution would bind us not to follow it. 

Where then was the bond of union between the two countries ? 
In this that neither nation could, without diſobeying every 
principle of reaſon and the conſtitution, appoint any other perſon 
regent but the Prince of Wales; if either nation varied from this 
rule, or impoſed ſuch conditions as made the prince refuſe it, 
that nation was the cauſe 55 diſunion, and ought not to accuſe 
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the other. The prince's claims were the true bond of union, and: 
not the neceſſity of following any choice they might make, hod- 
ever abſurd; thoſe encouraged diſunion who Caid any other per- 
{on was as eligible. 

A right honourable gentleman had ſaid, we muſt elect the fame 
regent with England, en account of the lord chief baron's act, 
and the neceſſity of the great ſeal of England to paſs our laws. 
In the firit place, this did not anſwer his original objections to 
tire mode of a bill, as muſt be obvious to auy man who would 
conſider the argument; it only went to prove this, that we ought 
to wait till England had appointed, and then appoint, though it 
ſrould be by addrefs. He could only fay, that in his opinion, if 
England put that great ſeal into hands totally improper, as, 
for inſtance, into thoſe of a ſtranger to the royal family, who 
probably would take care that the prince never ſhould come to the 
ihione, ſrelaud ought not to appoint the ſame regent if ſhe con- 
ſulted loyalty, duty, or conftitution, let the conſequences be 
vehat they might. It was in fact a technical argument, an argu- 
ment upon the letter of a law, (if, indeed, the letter ſupported 
it, which he did not admit) againft the grand and firſt principles 
of loyal duty, wiſdom and conſtitution. What would Ireland do 
in ſuch a caſe? She would recur to firſt principles, and ſhe would 
he driven to recur to them by her affection to the Hanover fa- 
mily, and by the madneſs of England. By firſt principles he 
did not mean war or commotion, but thoſe powers which muſt 
neceſſarily devolre to both houſes of parliament in caſes of ex- 
treme necefity. 

It had been ſaid, this magical great ſeal would make a bill 
practicable. How? ? He wiſhed gentlemen to ſpeak out. Did 
they mean by conjuring up ſuch a phantom, as in England ; by 
itealing the great ſeal, and ſupplying it as they might lik—by an 
aſſumption of legiſlative power, by two houſes of parliament ; if 
they did, let them avow the ſcheme, that it might meet with juſt 
reptobation. 

He —_— next to notice the charges which had been made | 
agalaſt the preſent proceedings in Ireland, as tending to diſunite 
the two countrics. 

Ile ſaid, if the Prince of Wales was to be regent in both coun- 
tries, of which nd man doubted, the dauger of diſumon was 
vilionary ; but ſhould England chooſe any other perſon, then how 
would the caſe ſtand ? She had gone aſtray, without once con- 
ſulting our wiſhes, or aſł ing our opinions, and then accuſed us 
of a1 nion. Unity of fentiment, and unity of councils, mult 
precede unity of action. If England had done wrong, rectitude 
could not be immolated to union; if ſhe had done wrong through 
party, dignity ſhould ſpurn at a unity in faction. 

Ireland, in ſuch a cafe, might ſpeak thus—What did we do, 
when the wandering fpirit of the monarchy had fled f. om its 
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abode? The anxious eye of the nation, that purſued its errors 
with reſtleſs impatience, found repoſe by dwelling on the beloved 
image of the heir apparent. In that awful filence of the law of 
the land not commenſurable to unbounded calamicy, we recurred 
to the law of reaſon; to the law of analogy ; to the law of public 
weal, With united voice they {aid—give to him that has the 
rights of permanent ſucceſſion, give the temporary exerciſe of 
ſuſpended power. Who is his civalin dignity? Who in intereſt 
to the public welfare? Who in aſtection to his afflicted father? 
We did not think it for peace to form divided empire to erect 
altars to oppoſing deitiecs to force a miniſter upon the un— 
willing ruler of the land—impriſon his wiſhes, and enſlave his 
mind and feed a ſmothered war in the cabinet. We did not 
worſhip hoſtile principles, and warring ſpirits, and look for peace 
in ſyſtematic war. We did not think it for honour, to proclaim 
to Europe, in the ſucceſſor to the throne, implied incapacity or 
ſuſpected crime. We did not, while the reins of empire were 
paſſiug through our hands, make the moment of conveyance, a 
moment of plunder. We did not in allocating the ſovereignty, 
attempt to make ourſelves ſovereigus. 

We ſaid to the executive power, poſſeſs thoſe aids without 
which you mult periſh ; the power of reward ſo dear to ſenſibili- 
ty ; the power of calling to its councils whom it wills ; the power 
of controlling ariſtocratical — by adding its friends 
to the number. 

We beheld, in another country, a man of inordinate ambiti- 
on, who after having crowded into his own family, and among 
his relations, the firſt places in the realm; the keys of the trea- 
fury and exchequer; the government of the navy; the king's 
ſeals; the lieutenancy of Ireland, contrived in the very moment 
of apparent downfall, to make his day of adverſity a day of 
triumph. Who was ** at that very time to ſay to the fountains 
of honour, you ſhall not flow ; and to the coffers of patronage, 
you ſhall pour only from me; to offer proud indignity to princes, 
and to uſe the king's ſignet as his own ; to ſay to the ariſtocrac 
thus far ſhalt thou go, and to direct the {ſtorming multitude at 
bis will. We beheld him wiſhing alſo to hang this little ſatellite 
in a golden chain, to that proud planet over which he rules; ; to 
that ſyſtem of ambition, of which he is the life and ſun and 
we reſiſted. We would not follow. We preferred truth, loy al- 
ty, and honour, to faction and abſurdity. 

What, ſaid he, has England done in the preſent caſe? De- 
parted from the plain principles of enlightened times, to muſty 
precedents, drawn in blood, and indented with the ſword. If 
we ſee in her conduct a commencement of aukward jealouſy, and 
ſullen ſuſpicion; a middle act of ſpeculative ſpiny controverſy, 
with a long farontiel to common ſenſe; a concluſion in monſtrous 
inventions, and wounded conſtitution ; then are we rich in nega- 
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tive inſtruction; we know what we ought not to do; then will we 
not be entangled in the cobweb ſubtleties of party logic, though 
they came woven in the ancient curls of a lord preſident's wig, 
or floating on the ſolemn airs of youthful impoſition. We will 
pay our duty to our rightful prince, and will not worſhip ſtrange 
gods. We will appoint him, without limitation, or diminution 
from his power, becauſe we know, to uſe a phraſe of ſcience, in 
politics the negative quantity never can periſh, Diminution of 
one power, becomes addition to ſome other. The death of pre- 
rogative ſupplies food to ſome inferior ambition. 

He proceeded to obſerve on the ſecond branch of the ſubje& 
now in fact before the houſe, viz. the anſwer of the lord lieute- 
nant, refuſing to tranſmit the addreſs of the two houſes to the 
Prince of Wales. He faid if his excellency had confined his an- 
{wer to exculpation, no one could blame him for refuſing to do 
that which was, in his opinion, contrary to his oath. But 
when he proceeded to reprobation, and to cenſure the conduct of 
the two houſes, they were under the abſolute neceſſity of defend- 
ing theinſelves. The charge was made againk them, and they 
mult plead to it. It was evidently no leſs a charge than this, 
that the two houſes had requeſted the Prince of Wales to do an 
illegal, nay a treaſonable act. [Here a cry of hear, hear.] 
Gentlemen, then, ſaid Mr. Browne, agree with me, that we are 
charged with deſiring him to do a treaſonable act. If the act 
would be treaſonable, ſo is the requeſt. We are charged with 
treaſon. He ſaid it was totally unprecedented, that one of the 
three eſtates ſhould paſs a cenſure on the other two. The three 
eſtates were mutually a check and controul each upon the other. 
They were to controul in turn, if neceſſary, but they were not 
to abuſe. The king rejecting a bill, ſaid mildly, Le Rai © aviſera; 
he never ſaid I reje& your bill becauſe it is abſurd, and illegal, 
and unconſtitutional, Jt was not even one of the three eſtates 
that had criminated the parliament. It was not the king. It 
was a ſubject. He might ſay it was the Earl Nugent of Ire- 
land, who had thus attempted to throw a ſtigma on the proceed- 
ings of the parliament of Ireland. It was reſerved for a deputy, 
and a ſubject, to uſe the language of malediction, and having 
been uſed, the dignity of the houſe required a vindication of its 
own honour. 

He concluded by obſerving, that he had, as early as the third 
day of the ſeſſion, given his opinion, that all intercourſe, from the 
moment of the king's incapacity being declared, ought to be 
dropt with a government which would then ceaſe to be under any 
controul, created by a volition which no longer exiſted, and un- 
friendly to the controuling power, which we wiſhed to create 
over it ; and which would try to prevent us from filling up the 
executive power, in order the longer to continue its own autho- 
rity. If that opinion had been followed, we never ſhould have 
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met with the affront which we at preſent have experienced, and 
which might have been expected from a party always inclined to 
derogate from the dignity of parliament. 

He obſerved, with ſome humour, on the precedents which 
England bad chofen to direct her conduct, particularly thoſe from 
the time of Henry VI. when a duke of Glouceſter was regent, 
oppoſed by a competitor for power, who contrived to keep back 
a great patronage from him, and by preventing his nominating 
the privy council, was able, ſays hiſtory, to ſer him at defiance, 
and who took advantage of embarraſſed times, while his brother 
Bedford was fly ing from the victorious arms of Joan of Arc He 
ſaid he hoped there was no analogy between theſe times and 
thoſe when the miniſter of the day was frightened at the fight of 
a maid, and when an ambitious cardinal of Wincheſter formed a 
determined confederacy againit the regent of the land. One 
would not have thought theſe were exactly the times which ma- 
dern Beauforts would have choſen for their example. He con- 
cluded by giving his kearty aſſent to the motion before the houſe. 


Mr. CuxRx AN congratulated the other fide of the houſe in hav- 
ing recovered their voices; they had ſhewed the molt ſympathe- 
- tic feeling for the infirmity of their beloved ſovereign, When 
the people deſpaired of his recovery they were dumb; drowned 
in ſorrow they could find no utterance ; but now that ſome hopes 
were held out to them, their oratory was reſtored ; it did not yet 
venture on its legs—it was confined to © hear him,” —it was 
oratory fitting in parliament. He ſaid the queſtion has been de- 
ſerted : we were not inquiring whether an addreſs was expedient 
or legal ; all that had been decided before, and it was indecent to 
argue it over again. A right honourable member had gone over 
the ſame arguments that had already been urged in vain. They 
were now, he ſaid, called upon to vindicate their own honour. 
The Marquis{ of Buckingham had inſulted they were bound to 
anſwer the inſult. He had not been ſatisfied with ſimply refuſing 
to tranſmit their addreſs, but he had inſulted them by a lecture 
equally unreaſonable and ill founded, If the king denies his aſ- 
ſent, he does it in the modeſt language of doubt, “ he will ad- 
viſe 3”? but the pride of mock majeſty, of burleſque royalty, muſt 
ſhew its plumes, its glory, its learning. —For his part he would 
not have regretted the noble lord's refuſal had he been the bearer 
to the prince of the greeting of the two houſes ; the latter might 
poſſibly have ſaid to him, Would they had ſent it by a better meſ- 
ſenger! But he had added outrage to his refuſal. From ſuch a 
character, he ſaid, it would not be worth their while to reſent 
this miſconduct; but the inſult was upon record, and would re- 
main a ſtigma upon them, when the memory of the noble lord 
would not live to be their juſtiſication. He concluded with de- 
elaring that he gave his hearty aſſent to the motion. 


| 
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Mr. Jouxsos ſaid he was not ſurpriſed to find the honourable 
gentleman who ſpoke laſt, [Mr. Curran] firſt apply to his old 
acquaintance the clock, lament the lateneſs of the hour, and then 
occupy half the time he had apportioned for the inſtruction of the 
houſe before he even profeſſed to enter into what he called the 
argument. The honourable gentleman had made himſelf merry 
with the ſorrows of thoſe who had lamentcd, perhaps ludicrouſly 
enough, the royal misfortunes, 


Mr. Cuxxax ſaid he had never made any merriment with the 
royal misfortunes. - 


Mr. Jouxsox ſaid he believed the honourable gentleman, his 
mind was too good, too generous to do fo ; not certainly with the 
royal misfortunes then, but with ſome of its attendant mourners. 
He was not ſurpriſed at the honourable gentleman's dwelling on 
ſuch a ſubject. It was but juſtice to his own particular talents, 
On ſuch a ſubjeR, that man muſt be happy whoſe greateſt ſtrength 
was always diſplayed in his wanderings, and whoſe greateſt beau- 
ties were moſt clearly diſcovered in his wildneſs. The honour- 
able gentleman, in alluding to the Ma: quis of Buckingham's an- 
{wer to the houſe, had ſaid, that when reaſon was to be ſeen 
lagging after verbage, it was generally a forerunner of a bad argu- 
ment.” A hint of this kind coming from the honourable gentle- 
man was indeed extraordinary. It was ſomething like the pro- 
priety of that philippic againſt public profuſion, lately pronounced 
by the right honourable ſecretary [Sir John Blaquiere] to the 
e of Lord Harcourt. The honoural le gentleman talk- 
ing of © reaſon lagging after verbage,” was like the parent of 
11886]. per ann. on the penſion hit, [the atoreſaid ſecretary to 
lord Harcourt] declaiming in favour of public econamy. They 
were ſimilar inſtances of the diſcretion of zeal. The ſame right 
honourable baronet had been ſarcaſtic, and the honourabie gentle- 
man had indulged his humour at the expence of the noble lord 
who governed this country. Could the noble lord be ſuppoſed to 
have felt the ſarcaſms that had been darted at him, he might alſo 
be ſuppoſed to have conſoled himſelf by refle&ing that it was not 
the nobleſt or the molt uſeful tribes of animals that God has been 
pleaſeſt to arm with poiſon and with filings; and could the noble 
lord be ſuppoſed to have heard the laugh that had been raiſed, he 
might alſo be ſuppoſed to recolle& that ſtraws and feathers were 
the fitteſt inſtruments to tickle with. He ſaid he was againſt the 
_ reſolution. | 


Mr. NeviLLe ſaid that a compariſon might well be drawn be- 
tween the anſwer of the Prince of Wales to the letter of Mr. Pitt, 
and the anſwer of the Marquis of Buckingham to the addreſs of 
both houſes of parliament. He quoted the words of the prince's 
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reply, which were ſtrong and convincing ; “ in the ſteps already 
taken by Mr. Pitt, the prince is ſilent ; nothing done by the two 
houſes of parliament can be a proper object for his animadver- 
ſion.“ The modeſt, manly good ſenſe of this is equal to the 
whole tenor of the prince's conduct through the whole of this 
. arduous buſineſs, where his filial affection has been as conſpicuous 
as his regard to the conſtitution. On the anſwer of the marguis 
let every man make his own comment and compariſon, 
The queition was put, and the houſe divided, 
Ayes — — 130 
Noes — _ 74 


Mr. GraTTan. I did not take up your time on the laſt queſ- 
tion which has been juſt carried; it was a moment for acting not 
ſpeaking ; having now aſſerted your rights, I hope no members 
will hereafter be fo indecent, ſo unconſtitutional, or ſo extravagant 
as to combat them. | 

No man now, I hope, will preſume to affirm, that an Engliſh 
regent wade by Engliſh ſtatute, has any authority in this king- 
dom, unleſs he ſhall be alſo made the regent in Ireland by the 
conſent and advice of the lhrds ſpiritual ana temporal, and the 
commons of Ireland. | 

No member will now, I hope, preſume to call your addreſſes 
illega!—no member will now attempt to ſay, that the principles 
they contain are pernicious—no man will now attempt to ſay, 
that a lord lieutenant taking his commiſſion under the authority 
of a regent invited by this addreſs, is liable to impeachment— 
no man will now, I hope, reſort to ſuch a mean artifice to under- 
mine the new government. | | | 

Your reſolution has impoſed on theſe affertions, I hope, becom- 
ing filence ; you have aſſerted your rights, you have deputed a 
committee of your own members to preſent your addreſs to the 
Prince of Wales; it remains for you now to cenſure the viceroy.— 


He then moved, that it be reſolved “ that his excellency the lord 


lieutenant's anſwer to both houſes of parliament, requeſting him 
to tranſmit their addreſs to his royal highneſs the Prince of 
Wales, is ill adviſed, contains an unwarranted and unconſtitutional 
cenſure on the procecdings of both houſes of parliament, and at- 
tempts to queſtion the undoubted rights and privileges of the 
lords ſpiritual and temporal and the commons of Ireland.“ 


Sir FREDERICK Froop declared that although he had voted 
for an addreſs to the Prince of Wales to take upon him the go- 
vernment of Ireland without any reſtrictions whatever, and though 
he had this night voted cordially in the glorious majority of 130, 
for aſſerting the rights of the people, and the privileges of the lords 
and commons of Ireland, which he ever would do, yet he would 
vote againſt any perſonal cenſure upon the Marquis of Bucking- 
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ham, becauſe he believed he ated (though erroneouſly) to the beſt 
of his judgment, and according to his honeſt conſcience. 


The ArTorney GENERNAI.—Sir, notwithſtanding the high 
tones of the right honourable gentleman, I will maintain the laws 
and conſtitution of this land againſt him, and againſt any reſolu- 
tion he may be able to carry in this houſe; and if the right ho- 
nourable gentleman ſuppoſes that any thing I have ſtated be with 
intention to undermine the ſtrength of government, he miſtakes 
me groſsly. I always ſaid, and I now ſay, that the moment a re- 
gent of England is appointed, and has command of the great ſeal 
of England, he may ſend a lord lieutenant here, whom 1t will be 
our duty to obey. ' I hope always to ſee the king's government 
ſupported in this country —I know the ſalvation of the country 
depends upon it, and, therefore, the right honourable gentleman 
ſhall never ſee me follow his example, in undermining the king's 
government in this country. 

I will not trouble the houſe again as to the vote which he has 
now moved; the laſt diviſion ſeems to have decided that vote; but 
J will move an amendment, that I may have the ſatisfaction 
of ſeeing it ſtand upon the journals as a comment upon the re- 
ſolution. | 

He then moved the following amendment—Although this houſe 
cannot know the impreſſions of official duty, nor the obligation of the 
oath under which his excellency feels himſelf obliged to ad, and although 
his royal highneſs the Prince of Wales is not as yet inveſted with the 
powers of regent in Great Britain. . 


Sir HEAVY Cavenvisn ſupported the reſolution as propoſed 
by Mr. Grattan. He ſaid he thought it neceſſary to defend par- 
liament againſt the attack that had been made. 


Mr. HexcuLes L. Rowixv faid he would go as far as any 
man to maintain the privileges of parliament, but he truſted the 
houſe had too much candour and hberality to condemn any man 
for acting up to what he thought the duty of his office, and to his 
oath : he certainly would not agree to cenſure the lord lieutenant ; 
he believed Lord Buckingham to be an honeſt honourable gentle- 
man, and though he might be miſtaken, yet he was certain he 
acted according to the dictates of his honour and his conſcience, 


Mr. Paxsons.—The right honourable gentleman [Mr. Grat- 
ran] ſays, that all who differ from him act upon illegal grounds. 
Sir, I ſtand upon principles of law and conſtitution, and I truſt 
that my reputation, and the reputation of many gentlemen who 
join me on this occaſion, ſtand as high in the opinion of our coun- 
trymen, for conſiſtency of conduct, as that of the right honour- 
able gentleman. If at one time I had called the voice of the vo- 
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lunteers the voice of the armed property of Ireland, and at ano- 
ther called it the voice of the armed beggary of Ireland, I ſhould 
be inconſiſtent. If the title deed of my property was a king's 
letter, and, in the moment of his diſtreſs, I hurried wich inde- 
cent haſte to ſtrip him, defenceleſs as he lay, of his robes of roy- 
alty, I ſhould be inconſiſtent. If I had ſet myſelf up as the 
apoſtle of liberty, and afterwards attempted to ſtifle the liberty of 


the preſs, I ſhould then be inconſiſtent. But J have done none 
of theſe. 


Mr. GraTTan.—lI am ſure the houſe would think me extreme- 
ly ill bred, were 1, at this late hour, to waſte their time in anſwer- 
ing the honourable gentleman ; I ſhall not, therefore, be guilty of 
fuch ill breeding; I ſhall only obſerve on one point—Sir, I do 
not owe my property to a king's letter—I hold my property on 
the ſame tenure the houſe of Brunſwick holds the throne of theſe 
realms. the gift of the people and conſtitution. 

The queſtion was put on the amendment, and the houſe divided. 

Ayes — — 78 
Noes —— _ 119 


Mr. BurxGH (the accountant general) then moved another 
amendment to come at the end of the original motion: f making 
a regent of Ireland without law, and whom we know not to be regent 
of Great Britain.” 

He ſaid he wiſhed as much as any man to have his royal high- 
neſs made regent of Ireland as ſoon as he was made regeut of 
England. | | 


The amendment was negatived without a diviſion, and the maia 
queſtion being put, the houſe divided ; | 
Ayes, for the main queſtion, — — 1 
Noes, — — "wo 83 


* 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1789. 


A petition of the governors of the foundling hoſpital and 
work houſe of the city of Dublin, under their common ſeal, 
was preſented to the houſe and read; ſetting forth that on the 
25th of December there were ſupported by the charity 5482 chil- 
dren, of which number 506 were in the hoſpital aged eight years 
and upwards ; infants in the foundling nurſery 29, and at nurſe 
in the country 4947; that the children of eight years and up- 
wards are taught to read and write, and employed in ſeveral uſe- 
ful manufactures and gardening, and are fully inſtructed in the 
principles of the chriſtian religion ; that on the 25th of Decem- 
ber laſt there was a large debt due for proviſions, clothing, houſe 
expences, and materials for manufactures; that there is alſo due 
to the right honourable David La Touche and co. the ſum of 
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10731. 16s. 2d. including intereſt, humanely advanced by them 
for the uſe of the charity, which, together with the ſum of 
G552). 68. 75d. due for nurſing foundling children, makes the 
whole debt amount to the ſum of 11,550l. 11s. 5d. that the 
income of a ſmall eſtate, and a tax outitanding upon the houſes of 
the city of Dublin, amounting in the whole to the ſum of 
46761. 18s. 75d. as appears by a return from the ſuperviſor of 
the collectors books, being deducted from the above ſum, will 
leave a debt of 68731. 12s. gad. to diſcharge which the pe- 
titioners have no other means but the often experienced bounty 
and known humanity of the houte ; aud therefore praying re- 


lief. 


A petition of the incorporated ſacicty in Dublin for promot- 
ing Engliſh proteſtant charter ſchools in Ireland, under their com- 
mon ſeal, was preſented to the houſe and read ; ſetting forth, 
that the petitioners with gratitude acknowledge the conſtant ſup- 
port which has been afforded to the proteſtant charter ſchools of 
this kingdom by parliament ; that in conſequence of the encreaſed 
price of every neceſſary of life, and of repreſentations on that 
ſubject, the petitioners have been under the neceſſity for ſome 
time paſt of conſiderably augmenting the allowance for the diet 
and clothing of the ſeveral children on their eſtabliſhment ; and 
therefore prayiny the houſe to take the preſent ſtate of the pro- 
teſtant charter ſchools into conſideration, and to grant peti- 
tioners ſuch public aid as will enable them to ſupport the ſeveral 
ſchools and nurſeries upon a ſure and permanent footing from this 
to the next ſeſſion of parhament. 


Moxpayv, FrsBxuary 23, 1789. 
The committee of accounts fat, Mr. Maſon in the chair. 


Mr. Maso obſerved, that as there was not time to go thro? 
the whole of the accounts before the committee of ſupply ſat, he 
would be under the neceſſity of making a partial report, ſo far as 


they had proceeded, and to adjourn the committce till Friday 
next. 


Mir. GRATTAN moved, that as there was not ſufficient time 
for the committee to go through all the public accounts with their 
vine! accuracy, the committee do adjourn till Friday next, aud 
regort accordingly, which was agreed to. 


A petition of John Staples and James Caulfield, Eſqrs. with 
a plan and eſtimat: annexed ; ſetting forth, that the petitioners 
are proprietors of the collieries of Drumglaſs, near Dungannon, 
in the county Tyrong; that the pet itioners have vow compleated 
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their fire engine at the expence of more than 2000l. above the 
ſum granted them by parliament, and have tlie ſatisfaction to aſ- 
ſure the houſe that it anſwers every purpoſe intended by it, 
they being thereby enabled to furniſſi the public with coals to 
any amount, and of a quality ſuperior to any imported; that the 
petitioners have now on bank a very large quantity of coal, the 
advantage of which they cannot avail themſelves for the want of 
an eaſy and cheap convenience of them to the head of the Newry 
navigation, the preſent communication being tedious, difficult, 
and of courſe very expenſive ; that the petitioners conceive that 
the moſt certain and cheap mode of communication between 
Dromglaſs and ſaid navigation would be by means of a road 
framed with timber, or a gocd gravel road, the eſtimate of each 
of which is herewith annexed ; that the petitioners, from the 
great expences they have hitherto incurred, are not in a capacity 
to make ſuch a communication ; and therefore pray the aid of the 
houſe in an undertaking in which the public utility, and particu- 
larly the linen manufacture of the north of Ireland, is ſo much 
intereſted. 


A petition of the bleachers and linen manufacturers of the 
counties of Armagh, Down, Antrim, Derry, and Tyrone, was 
preſented to the houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the petiti- 
oners have now the ſatisfaction to acquaint the houſe that they 
have every reaſon do believe that in conſequence of the encou- 
agement already afforded to the Tyrone collieries, the proprietors 
are thereby enabled to raiſe a ſufficiency of coal for the ſupply of 
ihe counties of Armagh, Down, Antrim, Derry and Tyrone; 
that the petitioners cannot avail themſelves of the great advan- 
tages that might be derived to their manufacture therefrom, from 
tix want of an eaſy and ready communication between ſaid col- 
lieries and the navigation; that turf, which has hitherto been the 
common firing of the country, is grown ſcarce and dear, and the 
bogs in many places ſo exhaulted as to reduce the inhabitants al- 
ready to uſe Engliſh ſea coal, the price of which is too high for 
the manufacture; that fuel is uſed in large quantities in the linen 
buſineſs, particularly in the bleaching, and will be more ſo ſhould 
the manufacture ſo extend itfelf as that recourſe muſt be had to 
itcam engines tor working their mills; that the price of turf is 
riſing every year, and they expreſs with great concern their ap- 
prehenſions, that if an ealy communication from the coal-pits to 
the uavigation be not made before the bogs are exhaufted, or the 
price of fuel fo raiſed as to render it impolſible for the manufac- 
turers to purchaſe it, the manufacturers will quit that part of the 
country where the linen buſineſs is now fully eſtabliſhed, and if 
once they quit it the petitioners need nat ſtate their apprehenſions 
that it will be very difficult if not impoiſihle to re-eRtabliſh it 
there; and therefore praying relief. | 
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A petition of James King and Abraham Bradley King, prin- 
ters to the houſe, was preſented to the houſe and read; ſetting 
forth, that the petitioners, in obedience to the order of the houſe 
of the 5th of February, 1789, and by the appointment and un- 
der the direction of the right honourable John Foſter, ſpeaker, 
have printed all books of the proceedings or journals of the houſe 
of commons at that time not printed, making the 25th voiume, 
which are delivered; and therefore praying recompence. 


A petition of the corporation or preſident and aſſiſtants inſti- 
tated for the relicf of the poor, and for puniſhing vagabonds and 
ſturdy beggars in the county of the city of Dublin, &c. was 
preſented to the houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the charita- 
ble inſtitution of which the petitioners are the directors has ope- 
rated with great and manifeſt advantage to this city and the king- 
dom at large in ſeveral reſpects, particularly in affording immedi- 
ate relief to helpleſs objects of every deſcription, without laying 
them under a neceſſity of procuring any recommendations, ſo that 
in effect it is ſupplemental to every other charity; that from the 
Sth of November, 1775 (when the houſe of induſtry was opened) 
to the 25th of December, 1788, the number of perſons received 
into the houſe amounted to 39,994, and that there are in the 
touſe on this day 1622; that the average number from the 25th 
of December, 1787, to the 25th of December, 1788, was 
1549, the expence of maintaining and clothing whom (repairs, 
houſe rent, officers falaries, and all contingencies included 
amounted to 10,1881. 16s. 6d. ; that although the funds of the 
charitable inftitution have been managed with as great frugality 
during the emrent year as at any former period, and the uſual 
exertions made on the part of the corporation to obtain contribu- 
tions from the public, nevertheleſs on the 25th day of December, 
1788, there was a balance due to John La Touche. Eſq; trea- 
ſurer, of 133}. 5s. 7d. and on the 25th of March next the pro- 
bable debt of the corporation will amount to 1 500l.; that not- 
withſtanding the petitioners have lately expended 771. 6s. 11d. 
in propping up the buildiags, the petitioners find themſelves under 
the neceſſity of {tating that the condition of ſaid buildings is ſuch 
that the lives of the poor mult be ſoon again in danger, and that 
the houſe being unfit for the purpoſes of properly teparating, 
clhatfing and confhning the great numbers reſorting to it, h3s pre- 
vented the petitioners from carrying fully into effect their plans of 
enforcing labour, which, if executed, would tend at once to leſſen 
the number of their poor, and to augment the fund for their ſup- 


port; and therefore praying aid. 


The Cuasckrrox or THE ExCHEQUER ſaid he would bring 
in a 1:& to-morrow of ſuch grants as were intended for particular 
purpoſes ; but as he did not think the ſituation of the country 
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ſuch at preſent as to gratify every application for parliamentary 
favour, he would move the ſtanding order of laſt ſeſſion, for pre- 
venting the granting away the public money for private or par- 
ticular purpoſes. He then moved, 

«© That no money be granted this ſeſſion of parliament, for 
any pter, harbour, quay, canal, navigation, colliery, road, bridge, 
mill, mill-work, uor for building, or rebuilding, or repairing any 
particular church or cathedral, or for any hoſpital, charity, or 
public inſtitution (except colleges or ſchools) which has not uſu- 
ally received parliamentary ſupport ;. nor to any individual manu- 
facturer or company of manufacturers, nor in contideration of any 
buildings made or to be made by any manufacturer or ſet of ma- 
nufacturers, unleſs where ſeparate and diſtinct revenues are to be 
provided and appropriated thereto.”? | 


TutsDay, FEBRUARY 24, 1789. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExXCHEQUER roſe to lay before 
the committee the ſtate of the nation. He obſerved, that the 
very ſhort time now remaining to the 25th of March, before 
which day the bills of ſupply ought to be paſſed, made it neceſſary 
for him to mention only the outline of the ſtate of the country, 
and he conſented to this the more readily as the committee of ac- 
counts was again to fit, and would then have full opportunity of 
a more perfect inveſtigation. 

In the year ending the 29th of September, 1788, the ex- 
penc:s of the nation exceeded her income 51,000l, In this, how- 
ever, was to be included an old debt of 10,0001 which had been 
diſcharged, which reduces the actual exceedings of the year to 
40,000l. this was the real deficiency ; and if the committee 
would conſider that the revenue had fallen ſhort laſt year, by the 
taxes being leſs productive, if they would conſider the enormous 
expence of public buildings, they would find matter for joy that 
the exceedings had been no more, than of lamentation that they 
had been ſo much; for, notwithſtanding the failure of the taxes, 
which it is certain would again become productive, if the mon- 
ſtrous expence of building had not been incurred, the ſyſtem 
which government had laid down, of equalizing the revenue and 
expences of the country, would have been compleat, nay the na- 
tion would probably have ſixty or ſeventy thouſand pounds in cre- 
dit. Upon this ſuppoſition he would propoſe going on for ano- 
ther year with the ſame taxes as laſt year. Nothing could be 
more ir kſome than laying new burdens on the people; but he 
thought it fair to ſtate now, in the outſet of the buſineſs, that if 
great and expenſive projects of buildings and inland navigations 
were to be undertaken, that they ought to be ſpecially provided 
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for ; as the preſent mode ſwelled the public accounts with lareg 
ſums of expenditure, improperly attributed to the government. 
The preſent demands of parliament for inland navigations, 
were 174,000l. 
For building, viz. 


= 


New bridge — — 16,000 
To finiſhing new cuſtom-houſe — 10,000 
Houſe of lords — 3,000 
Law courts and offices — 63,000 
Additions of the parliament-houſe _ 10,000 


| JL. 102,000 
And as, upon a general principle that all buildings exceeded in 
completion their eftimates, by at leaſt one half, he thought him- 
ſelf iairly at liberty to ſuppoſe that thoſe buildings would colt at 
leaſt 150,000). - 

And here he begged leave to obſerve to the committee, the 
enormous ſums which the nation had expended on inland naviga- 
tions, without effecting any thing except in the inſtance of the 
grand canal; in every other caſe the projectors had not only 
waſted the public money, but injured themſelves; he was, how- 
ever, ready to admit, that much of the failure in theſe undertak- 
ings was attributable to the manner in which parliament had 
granted the money, in ſmall ſums, by which method nothing effec- 
tual could be accompliſhed. If, therefore, parliament intended 
to compleat the projected navigations, they ſhould provide an ef- 
fectual ſupply at once, by borrowing a ſum upon the tillage du- 
ties; if they did not, they ſhould abandon them altogether. As 
to the buildings, their fund was but ſmall, and at preſent mort- 
gaged for a debt, paying intereſt at five per cent. He pro- 
poſed to take this fund into the public hands and pay off the 
debt, by which a ſaving would accrue, as the public had lately 
reduced their intereſt to four and three and a half per cent. 

He ſtated the arrears to Michaelmas 1788, and alfo the ſeve- 
ral balances up to that period; and upon comparing them toge- 
ther it would appear that a ſum of 88, oool. would be added to 
the debt of the nation in the courſe of the current year, if the 
revenues continued to decline as they had done of late; he alſo 
took notice that there will be due 200,000). lottery prizes, pay- 
able next Midſummer ; but the lottery which will take place be- 
fore that time will put the public m caſh a ſum equal to that de- 
mand. | 

The eſtimate of the next year's expences he ſtated thus: 


F 


Civil lla, to which no addition whatever has becn 


made | — —— 198, 000 
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| Brought forward L. 198,000 
Military eſtabliſhment, including general officers 


half-pay, garriſon fuel, &c. — 535,000 
King's letters, which were 92, oool. will be re- 
duced to — — | 85,000 
Ordnance, which was 13, oool. but by the diligence 
of the officer, Mr. Corry, will be reduced to 6,000 
Concordatum, which was laſt year 65,0001. will be 45,000 
Military contingencies — ,o 
Barrack exceedings — _ 28,000 
Charges under head of parliamentary grants 113,000 
The whole — L. 1,019,000 


which is to be provided out of the preſent eſtabliſhed taxes. 

In the parliamentary grants are included buildings, county in- 
ſirmaries, inſpector of priſons, and 2000l. granted over the 
uſual allowance to the charter ſchools, in order to feed and cloath 
the children better, it having been repreſented to government, 
that it would be better to turn the children adrift than not feed 
and cloath them properly. 

He deſired the houſe to obſerve, that it appeared from the 
foregoing ſtatement, that if the taxes are not more productive 
than they were laſt year, there will be a deficiency of near 88, oool. 
which added to the laſt year's deficiency, would be near 140,000). 
for which no proviſion can be made till the event of the taxes is 
tried. ; 

Having ſtated this, he ſaid, nothing now remained but to take 
notice of the effects which the loan by way of lottery had pro- 
duced, In the laſt ſeſhon, when he had propoſed that meaſure, 
he had ſtated that it was intended for two years, by which much 
better terms were obtained than if a contract had been entered 
into but for a ſingle year ; he had alſo ſtated, that having pro- 
poſed. the buſineſs to the bankers of England, and to every 
banking company in Ireland, and having received letters from 
moſt of them, and from the perſons with whom government did 
afterwards contract, which letters he had now in his pocket, if 
gentlemen thought it neceſſary to examine them, the propoſals 
of the perſons with whom the contract was actually made, were 

found much more advantageous to the nation than any others 
that had been offered, | | 

By this contract government is enabled to clear, for the benefit 
of the nation, a ſum of 10,7601, per annum, or a reduction of 
her intereſt equal to a principal fum of 268, oool. for when this 
meaſure was taken up, treaſury bills could not be negociated at 
three pence a day without paying a premium; they are now in 
requeſt at two pence halfpenny a day; this good effect has been 
. * c 
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entirely wrought by placing the latter in private hands, whoſe 
induſtry is thus made ſubſervient to the benefit of the country; 
whereas, while the lottery remained in the hands of government, 
to deal out tickets to individuals, no good effect was ever pro- 
. duced from it. He ſaid he was now convinced that lotteries 
might be made a regular and permanent ſource of ſupply to the 
nation, and that they might every year be made more and more 
productive; and he had great pleaſure in thus ſeeing the intereſt 
of individuals made ancillary to the intereſts of the public. 

He then moved, that it be reſolved, that a ſum of 2,240,2241. 
1.45. 8d. was the debt of the nation on lady-day 1788. 


Mr. GzaTrTan ſaid he roſe to propoſe, that the further conſi- 
dezation of this buſineſs be deferred till to-morrow. He ſaid that 
his intention was, to grant the ſupplies for the payment of the 
Public creditors for effecting the regulations of the colony trade 
the French treaty, &c. for a whole year but to grant the 
different eſtabliſhments only for two or three months. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER ſaid, that though, in 
order to have the money bills paſs in time, it was neceſſary now 
to come to the cuſtomary reſolutions, yet theſe reſolutions did 
not conclude the houſe to grant the eſtabliſhments for any given 
time ; for though the reſolutions ſtated the eſtabliſhments as for a 
year, yet the principle of parliament was, that they might con- 
tract or diminiſh, but could not enlarge or encreaſe the time; 
and if it ſhould be the ſenſe of the houſe to grant the eſtabliſh- 
ments but for two or three months, the reſolutions by no means 
bound them to a longer time. | 

He moved that it bereſolved, that the nation is liable tocertain life 
annuities (the tontine) for a ſum of 440,000], at ſix per cent. per 
ann. and for a further ſum of 300,000l. at 74 per cent. per ann. 

He moved that a ſupply be granted to his majeſty towards the 
payment of the ſaid debt and ſaid annuities, and towards ſupport- 
ing the ſeveral eftabliſhments, and for defraying the expence of 
government for one year, ending the 25th of March, 1789. 


The ATrTrornty GENERAL defired to know at what time theſe 
debts were contracted. 


Sir Joux BLaqQuiERE ſaid he would take the liberty of an- 
ſwering that queſtion. The firſt had been borrowed when he 
had a imall ſhare in the government, that ſum was borrowed at fix 
per cent. ; in three vears after another government was obliged to 
pay 75. He thanked the right hon. gentleman for giving him 
an opportunity of explaining this fact, which otherwiſe he would 
never wave trumpeted to his own praiſe. 
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Lord Joc EIN preſented to the houſe, a liſt of penſions on 
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the civil eſtabliſhment” on tne 18th of February, 1789, viz. 


Reverend John Connolly, Under Library-keeper, 
from 19th May, 1788, during pleaſure 

Repreſentative of Charles Hooper and Philip 
Martin, from 15th December, 1726, until 
20001. be paid at one payment —_ 

David Mitchell, in truſt for Mary Williams, alias 
Weſt, daughter of Lord Chancellor Weſt, 
from gth February, 1726, during pleaſure 

Reverend Soren Kildahl, miniſter of a congrega- 
tion of German Proteſtants in Dublin, from 
12th April, 1786, during pleaſure . 

Counteſs of Brandon, from 11th November, 
1742, during pleaſure — 

William Sharman, Eſq; in truſt for 3 and 
Margaret Netterville, children of Luke Net- 
terville, deceaſed, from 18th July, 1744 dur- 
ing pleaſure — 

Repreſentative of Sir Standiſh Hartſtonge, in 
truſt for the children of Price Hartſtonge, 
deceaſed, from zoth Auguſt, 1744. during 
pleaſure — 

Repreſentative of Arthur Dawſon, in \ tru for the 

children of Henry Hamilton, Eſq; deceaſed, 
from 3oth Auguſt, 1744, during pleaſure 

Dublin Society, from 26th March, ek during 
pleaſure — 

Anne Palmer, now een to her 2 Edward 
Finch, her huſband, for their lives, from 29th 
July, 1746 | „ 9 85 

Addition — _ 


£» 


30 — — 


200 —— wt 


400 — — 


50 — — 


100 — — 


100 — — 


100 — — 


Repreſentative of the right honourable Nathaniel | 


Clements, in truſt for the children of John Cle- 


ments, deceaſed, from 7th of Auguſt, > 1746 
during pleaſure 


Peter Carnac, from 21ſt February, 1748, | during | 


pleaſure - 

Iſaac Carnac, from 21k ] . 1748, ; during 
pleaſure 

Sarah de la Poir, from 12th April, 17 50, , during 
pleaſure — _ 

Charlotte de la Bouchetier, from 12th April, 
1750, during pleaſure — 

Chriſtian Shroder, from 1 * December, 1750, 


during pleaſure — 


Addition, from iſt May, 1767, 5, during pleaſure 
M 2 


54 15 — 


1000 — — 
1000 
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Repreſentative of Alderman Hans Bailie, of Dub- 

Inn, in truſt for the widow and children of Rich- 
ard Anneſley , Clerk, deccaſed, from 6th April, 
1753, during pleafure 

Right honourable Lady Anne Daly, from '6th 
April, 1753, during pleaſure. 

Elizabeth Pain, from "6th April, 17 53, 3s -daripg 

' pleaſure 

Mary Hamilton, and "WRIT and Mary, dui m_ 
ters, and ſurvivor, from 21ſt emacs ache 7 1755s 
during pieaſure 

Margaret Therond, from 21K 1 February, 17 55. 
during pleaſure _ — 

Executors of Charles Uſher, in truſt for Harriet 
Moleſworth, from 15th . 1756, during 
life — 

Louiſa Ponſonby, from 1 180 January, 1. 1756, dur- 
ing life 

Elizabeth Moleſworth, ww om 15th January, 1756, 
during life 

Lucia Agar, from e Anguſt, 17 58, ng 
pleaſure 

Ferdinand, Duke of Best and Iawenberg⸗ 
from zit Auguſt, 1758, during life 

Addition, from + ax June, 1767, egg plea- 
ſure 

Second Addition, from 17th November; 1778, 
for 31 years, from 1oth October, 1778 

George Boyd, Eſq; aſſignee of the repreſentative 


of Bellingham Boyle, Eſq; from 16th Sept. 


1758, for 31 years from Midſummer, 1758 
Repreſentative of Lord Hawke, from 7th March, 
1760, during the life of Martin Bladen Hawke 
Charles, Viſcount Ranelagh, from 22d July, 1 Took 


during pleaſure 


Addition, from 10th ORtober, 7764. ""_ ee 
fure — 

Repreſentative of the Counteſs of " Yarmouth, 
from 18th Auguſt, Te for 31 years from 
Midſummer, 1=Go — 

"Repreſentative of William Chaigueas, Eſq; aſ- 

ſignee of John Calcraft, Eſq; aſſignee of James, 

Lord "Tyrawlcy, from 8th January, 1761, for 

31 years from 29th November, 1760 

"Martha, Lady Beauclerk, widow of Lord Henry 
Beauclerk, in truſt for her daughters, eſta- 

| bliched 175 t, 9 pleaſure — 
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PA 


150 
100 


30 


150 


2000 


1200 


800 
2000 
300 


100 


4000 


500 


400 
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Mrs. Macartney, eſtabliſhed 1761, during pleaſure C. 200 — — 


Repreſentative of Princeſs Amelia, from 25th 
June, 1761, 31 years from 21ſt May, 1761 
Repreſentative of Thomas Cumming, from 18th 
January, 1762, 31 _— from 18th November, 
17 61 

John Stear, aſſignee of Philip Francis, from 10th 
November, 1762, 31 yOu: from 16th * 
tember, 1762 

Penelope Victor, from * Apel 1763, ducing 
pleaſure 

William Green, from avch 1 17635 dur- 
ing pleaſure _ 

Executors of the Earl of Dees in truſt 
for Harriet Moleſworth, from 18 May, 
1763, during pleaſure 

Louiſa Ponſonby, from — May, 1 17655 dur- 
ing pleaſure 

Elizabeth Moleſworth, from vn May, 1763, 
during pleaſure 

Repreſentative of George Cockburn; 88 of 
Thomas Monck, aſſignee of Henry Mitchell, 
aſſignee of Dudley Coſby, from 31ſt May, 
1703s $5 years from Lady-day, 1763 

Richard Lawleſs, aſſignee of Robert Birch, aſſig- 
nee of Charles O' Hara, from'1 1th June, 1763 
31 years from Lady-day, 1763 

George Charles, from 15th July, 1763, 31 
years from Lady-day, 1763 

Executors of John Duke of Bedford, in in truſt for 


1000 


500 


600 
100 

50 
130 
130 


130 


15S 


200 


I 000 


Louiſa Fitzpatrick, from 26th Augult, 1763, 


during life 

Richard Fitzpatrick, "Meng 26th Auguſt, 1763, 
during life 

Harriet Vernon, from 26th Auguſt, 1763, dur- 
ing life 


Caroline Vernon, from 2 26th Auguſt, 1763, dur- 


ing life 

Elizabeth Vernon, from 26th . Auguſt, 1763, 
during life 

Repreſentative of William Chaigneau, en 
of Edward Weſton, from 26th Auguſt, 1763, 
31 years from Midſummer, 1763 

Henrietta Hazard, in truſt for the children of the 
late David Chaigneau, from 24th October, 

1763, during pleaſure — 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 
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John, Earl of Sandwich, and George Grenville, L. 
Eſq; in truſt for the Princeſs Auguſta, from 


the 2gth March, 1764, during life 5000 — 


Charles, Duke of Richmond, in truſt for Lady 
Louiſa Mary Lenox, wits of Lord George 
Henry Lenox, from On May, "Ns during 
pleaſure 500 

Repreſentative of Philip, Viſcount Sinaghend; 
in truſt for his two daughters, from 28th Sep- 
tember, 1764, during pleaſure 250 

Laurence Broderick, clerk, in truft for Mrs. Ca- 
therine Bathurſt, from 3d he, 1764, 


during pleaſure 400 
Elizabeth Mordaunt, from 15th March, 1765, 
during pleaſure 450 
George Whitelocke, from 1 June, 176 5. during | 
pleaſure — 200 
Eleonora Symmer, widow, from ei Saas, 1765, | 
during pleaſure 100 
William Henry, Duke of Gloveeſter, from iſt 
May, 1767, during pleaſure 3000 
Henry Frederick, Duke of e from 
1 May, 1767, during pleaſure — 3000 
Anna Helena Heatley, from 26th * 1768, 
during pleaſure — 50 


Barbara Wight, alias Mitchell, widow, * Fran- 

ces Mitchell, ſpinſter, from 2 5th June, 1768, 

during pleaſure — a 50 
Vinchon Deſvoeux, miniſter of the French church 

at Portarlington, from 2 * June, 1768, 

during pleaſure 50 
Mary Huſſey, widow of SE Huſſey, from 

29th June, 1768, during pleaſure — 200 
Thomas Gough, Eſq; from PR November, 1769, . 

during pleaſure — 200 
The repreſentative of Jeremiah . from 2 3d 

February, 1770, during the lives of his three 

ſons, Jeremiah, eber and *. and ſur- 


vivor 1000 
Peter Gervais, flow 2 2 1ſt March, 1770, during 


pleaſure 91 


Joſhua, Viſcount Allen, , from 26th April, . 
during pleaſure 600 
Mrs. Catherine Skeffington, "widow, from gth 
June, 1770, during pleaſure — 200 
Mrs. Anna Maria Hewitt, from 90 June, 1770, 
during pleaſure 300 


Lady Conyngham, from ws June, 1770, during 
pleaſure 600 
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Elizabeth Biddle, ſpinſter, from iſt Fan, 
1770, during pleaſure 

Mary Eliza Vallancey, from 17th December, 
1770, during pleaſure 

Frances Preſton Vallancey, from 17th December, 
1770, during pleaſure 

Letitia Preſton Vallancey, from 11 D Dee 
1770, during pleaſure 


Elizabeth Vallancey, from 1 BY Deeembins I 770, 


during pleaſure 
Hector Munro, Eſq; from zoth Peer 1771, 
during pleaſure — 


Anne Scanlon, wife of John Scanlon, for her 
ſole and ſeparate uſe, from 3 iſt October, 1771, 
during pleaſure — — 

John Swan, in truſt for Maria Swan, from 31ft 
October, 1771, during pleaſure — 

George Dunbar, from 311 iſt October, 1 777 I, during 


leaſure 


John Milbanke, from gon it October, 1 770 during 
pleaſure 


Hugh Valance Jones, from 31ſt & October, 1771, 
during pleaſure — 


John Penefather, from 3 1ſt : October 1771, dur- 
ing pleaſure 

William Penefather, from 3ſt October, . I, 
during pleaſure 

Mary Penefather, from l Oddober, e „ 
ing pleaſure 

Charity Penefather, from 31ſt Oktober, 1; 1771, 
during pleaſure 


Catherine Penefather, from 31 ift O 1771, 


during pleaſure 
Margaret Penefather, N . OAober, 1771, 
during pleaſure 
Coſby Neſbitt, from = October, 1771, during 
pleaſure 
Addition, from 7th 1 1776, during olefins 


Lucy Villeneufve, from e March, 1772, dur- 
ing pleaſure 


Robert Adair, in truſt for "TH eh 1 | 


Diana, and Elizabeth Adair, from ER June, 
1772, during pleaſure — 
Henry Meredyth, from 22d Ng 1992, dur- 
ing pleaſure — 
Elizabeth Reynolds, from 22 October, 1 17723 
during pleaſure 


Anne Moore, from 22d O Aber, 1772, during 
pleaſure {> 2 


100 


100 
50 
300 
1070 
1070 
30 
30 
30 
30 
3 


3 


300 
200 


100 


5eo- 
500 
200 


100 
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Jane Gordon, ſpiaſter, from 22d Obs, . 
dur: ng pleaſure 


— 
Harriet Gordon, ſpinſter, 1 22d October, F 
1772, during pleaſure — 50 — — 
Charles Tottenſiam, from iſt December, 1773, 
during pleaſure _ 600 — — 
Witam Montgomery, from iſt December, 177 3. 
during pleaſure 8 Es 
Sir Skeffington Smith, Bart. "Ix 11th e 
1774, during pleaſure | 500 — — 
Edward Croſbie, Eſq; in truſt for Sir Edward 
Croſbie, Bart from 2 i ſt e 177 during 
pleaſure — 150 — — 
Richard Croſbie, from 21ſt * 1774, during 
pleaſure _ 50 — — 
Mary Croſbie, from 2 1ſt { A 1 774» during 
pleaſure _ 50 — — 
Dorothy Croſbie, from 21ſt April, 177 dur- 
ing pleaſure 8 50 — — 
Carey Caroline Lill, from 24th November, 1774, 
during pleaſure — 300 — — 
Margaret Butler, from 24th November, 1774 
during pleaſure _ 150 — — 
Addition, from 7th June, 1776, during NAP 50 — — 
John Larpent, from 2d Jane, 1775, during plca- 
ſure | 450 — — 
Elizabeth Sneyd, ſenior, and her daughter Eliza- 
beth Sneyd, junior, and ſurvivor, from 22d 
January, 1776, during pleaſure 500 — — 
John Wynne, from 7th June, 1776, during plea- 
{ure 100 — — 
Robert Hellen, and Dorothy his wife, and ſurvi- 
vor, from 7th June, 1776, during — 100 — — 
Thomas, Earl of Howth, from Ich June, 17 
during pleaſure 500 — — 
Catherine Fitzgerald, from 7th June, 1776, dur- 
ing pleaſure 400 — — 
Thomas Coghlan, from 7th June, 1776, during 
pleaſure 300 — — 
Addition, from 25th November, 1785, during | 
pleaſure — 350 — — 
Philippe Smith, from 7th June, 1776, during 
pleaſure 125 — — 
Elizabeth Delamain, from 7th June, 1776, dur- 
ing pleaſare 75 — — 
George, Earl of Belvedere, from 7th June, 1776, 
during pleaſure 800 — — 
| Richard Malone, from 7th June, 1776, during 
* pleaſure | 200 — — 
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Connell Vereker, from 7th June, 1776, during 


plea ſure — 
Edward Bulkeley, from 7th June, 1776, during 
pleaſure 
Addition, from 20th December, 1780, during 
pleaſure 
John Swan, from 7th June, 1776, during plea- 
ſure X 


Edward Smith, from 7th June, 1776, during 


pleaſure — 
Sarah Norman, widow, from 7th June, 1776, 
during pleaſure — 


Jacob Downing Pickford, from 7th June, 1776, 
during pleaſure 
George Mecham, from 7th June, 1776, 3 


pleaſure —— 
Charlotte Lill, from 7th June, 1776, d during 
pleaſure — — 


Bridget Porter, from 7th June, 1776, during | 


pleaſure 
John Staples, from th June, 1776, during plea- 
ſure 
Elizabeth Fauquiere, from 7th June, 1776, dur- 
ing pleaſure 


|S ——— 


Marcella Marſhall, wife of Simon Marſha!, from 


7th Auguſt, 1776, during pleaſure 
Margaret Mitchell, wife of Hugh Henry Mit- 
chell, from 7th Auguſt, 1776, during plea- 
ſure 
Tereſa Booker, from 26th November, 1776, dur- 
ing pleaſure 


Catherine Robinſon, from 26th November, 1776, 


during pleaſure 


Edward Coke, from roth December, 1776, dur- 


ing pleaſure — 
* Barry, from 10th December, 1776, dur- 
ng pleaſure — b 


Jon Lord Kinſale, from 21ſt January, 1777» 
during pleaſure 
Addition, from 25th November, 1785, during 
pleaſure 
John, Lord Earlsfort, aſſignee of Sir Nicholas 
Lawleſs, aſſignee of Edward Moore, from 25th 
March, 1777, for 30 . from Lady - day, 
12920 - .-- 
Ditto, from Ditto, for Ditto 
Juliana Howe, from 3oth April, 1778, for life 
Anna Suſanna Ethelreda Draper, from 7th De- 
cember, 1778, during pleaſure — 


— — 
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Albert Neſbitt, clerk, from 2oth Anger 1780, 
during pleaſure 

John, Lord Mayo, from 20th December, 1780, 
during pleaſure 

Edward Tighe, Eſq; from 2oth December, 1780, 
during pleaſure — 

Ifabella Frances Francis, wife of Juba 7 Francis, 
from 2oth December, 1780, during pleaſure 
Richard, Earl of Cavan, from zoth December, 

1780, during pleaſure 
James Young, from 20th December, 1780, dur- 
ing pleaſure — — 
Francis Bernard Beamiſh, from 2oth December, 
1780, during pleaſure 
James Carique Ponſonby, from 2oth December, 
1780, during pleaſure — 
Addition, from 25th November, 1785, during 
pleaſure 
Ponſonby Tottenham, from zoth December, 
1780, during pleaſure — 
James Somerville, from 2oth December, 1780, 
during pleaſure 
Robert Sibthorpe, from 2oth December, 1780, 
during pleaſure 
John Evans, from 20th December, 1780, during 
pleaſure 


—— 


Robert Gamble, from 2oth December, 1780, 


during pleaſure | 
George Gamble, in truſt, to pay thereout, 1001. 
a Fear, to Sarah Normans, his ſiſter, from 20th 
December, 1780, during pleaſure FR 
Edward Sterling, from 2cth December, 1780, 
during pleaſure 
Henry Meredyth, in truſt for Letitia Meredyth 
and Judith Woqdward, from 2oth December, 
1780, during pleaſure 
Mary Coote, from 2oth December, 1780, dur- 
ing pleaſure — 
Sir John Haſler, knight, and Sarah Haſler, his 
daughter, and furvivor, from 2cth December, 
1780, during pleaſure 
Edward Storey, clerk, in truſt for Catherine 
Hannah Sneyd, from 19th February, 1781, 
during pleaſure — 


Lord Rodney, from 7th April, 1781, during 
life 


After his death, there is granted of ſaid pen- 
fion, during their lives, to 


[FEs. 


L. 


1000 — 
— -—_ 
400 — 
150 — 
300 — 
300 — 
300 — 
400 — 


200 — 


_ 


300 — 
200 — 
120 — 


500 — 


200 — 


400 — 
150 — 


300 — 


2000 — 
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Cant Rodney, Eſq; — 
Ditto in truſt for Dame Henrietta Rodney, 
John Rodney 


Jane Rodney —— 
Henrietta Rodney, — 
Anne Rodney — 
Sarah Rodney — 


William Greene, from 18th July, 1781, during 
pleaſure 
Catherine and Anne Kennedy, and ſurvivor, from 
18th July, 1781, during pleaſure 
Robert Emmet, doctor of phyſic, in truſt for 
Harriet Temple, from 4th February, 1782, 
during pleaſure | 
Mehetabel Temple, from 4th February, 1782, 
during pleaſure 
Harriet Temple, from 4th February, 1782, dur- 
ing pleaſure 
Guſtavus Hume, Eſq; in truſt for Mary Burleigh, 
to ſupport her four children, Richard Mayne, 
Thomas Worſley, Frances and Anne Burleigh, 
from 4th February, 1782, during pleaſure 
Robert French, Eſq; in truſt for Frances New- 
burgh, to ſupport her three children, Arthur 
Robert, Frances, and Mary Elizabeth, from 
4th February, 1782, during pleaſure 
Elizabeth Dunkin, from 4th February, 1782, 
during pleaſure 
William, Viſcount Chetwynd, from 25th June, 
1782, during pleaſure — | 
Owen Salſbury Brereton, in truſt for the ſole Cay” 
ſeparate ofe of Suſanna, Viſcounteſs Chet- 
wynd, from 25th June, 1782, _— her co- 
verture, and during pleaſure 
Right honourable Henry Theophilus Clements, | 
in truſt for Henry Lord Baron Aylmer, Cathe- 
rine Lady Aylmer, his wife, and their chil- 
dren, Matthew, Henry, Frederick, Whit- 
worth and Roſe Aylmer, from 24th Febru- 
ary, 1783, during pleaſure — 
William Lodge, clerk, eldeſt ſon of the late 
John Lodge, from 1 5th Auguſt, 1783, dur- 
- ing life 
Edwarda Lodge, widow of Jbhn Ts from 
15th Auguit, 1783, during life 
John Foſter and Thomas Burgh, Eſqrs. in in truſt 
for John Burgh, from 19th December, . 
during — — 
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Elizabeth Burgh, from 19th December, 1783, 
during pleaſure 
Catherine Burgh, from 19th December, 1783, 
during pleaſure 
Mary Burgh, from 19th December, 1783, dur— 
ing pleaſure 
Anne Burgh, from 19th December, 1783, dur- 
ing pleaſure 


Conſtantia Maria Wren, from 6th February, 1784, 


during pleaſure — 

Dame Mary Roche, from 19th March, 1784, 
during pleaſure 

Arabella Hamilton, and Elizabeth, Mary and 
Iſabella, her daughters, and een from 
18th June, 1784, during pleaſure _ 

John Stephen Lewis de Joncourt, from goth Oc- 
tober, 1784, during pleaſure 

Faithful Forteſcue, Eſq; from * Oktober, 
1784, during pleaſure 

Henry Harriſon, from zoth Okoker, >: 1784, dur- 
ing pleaſure 

William Taylor, from 2d December, 1784, dur- 
ivg pleaſure _ 

Edward Hamilton, Eſq; in truſt for Catherine, 
Mary, Anne, Elizabeth and Arabella Hamil- 
ton, daughters of the late Joſhua Hamilton, 
and the ſurvivor of them, from 19th March, 
1785, during pleaſure — 

James Anthony du Roveray, from 19th March, 
1785, during pleaſure 

Anne Coppinger, wife of Maurice Coppinger, 
from zoth May, 1785, during pleaſure 

Elizabeth Ogle, from 16th Aug. 1785, during 
pleaſure 

Jane Moore, from 16th Auguil, 1785, during 
Pleaſure — — 

Catherine Ridge, from 5th October, 1785, dur- 
ing pleaſure — — — 

Sarah Ridge, from 5th October, 1785, dur- 
ing pleaſure — —— 

Anne Ridge, from 5th October, 1785, during 
pleaſure —— 

Frances Benſon, and Mary her daughter, and 

ſurvivor, from 12th October, 1785, during 
Picaſnre — 

Ne Elizabeth Bourchier, from 28th November, 

1785, during plcaſure -— 
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Thomas, Earl of Weſtmeath, from 25th Novem- 
ber, 1785, during pleaſure — 

Sir James May, Bart. from 2 ms. November, 
1785, during pleaſure 


John Newman, from 25th November, 1786, 


during pleaſure 

Alderman Thomas Emerſon, and Catherine his 
wife, and. ſurvivor, from 25th November, 1 78 5, 
during pleaſure 

Anne and Margaret Pringle, and ſurvivor, from 
25th November, 1785, during pleaſure 

Robert Jephſon, and Jane his wife, and ſurvivor, 
from 25th November, 1785, du ing pleaſure 

Sir Richard Johnſton, Bart. from 2 88 November, 
1785, during pleaſure 

Sir William Godfrey, Bart. from 2 5th Novem- 
ber, 1785, during pleaſure — 

Thomas Trulock Bookey, from 4th 3 
1786, during pleaſure 

William Trulock Bookey, from 4th = Feta, 
1786, during pleaſure — 

Lord Viſcount Pery, from 11th May, 1786, 
during life — 

Edward Gleadowe, from 18th Auguſt, 1786, 
during pleaſure 

Mary Ellis, from 18th Auguſt, 1786, during 


pleaſure — — 


Juliana Southwell, from 18th Auguſt, 1786, dure: 


ing pleaſure _ 
James Ormſby, and Jane his wife, and ſurvivor, 
from 18th Auguſt, 1786, during pleaſure, 


Sir John Stuart Hamilton, Bart. from 18th Au- 


guſt, 1786, during pleaſure 

Right honourable Henry Theophilus Clements, 
in truſt for John, Henry, and Margaret Neſ- 
bitt, and ſurvivor, from 18th Auguſt, 1786, 
during pleaſure 

William King, Eſq; from 6th Septeatiber; 1786, 
during life 

Robert Shaw, of Dublin, merchant, from 6th 
September, 1786, during the life of Robert 
Shaw, junior, his eldett fon 

Robert Shaw, of Dublin, merchant, ow 6th 
September, 1786, during the life of. Bernard 
Shaw, his ſecond ſon 

Robert Shaw, of Dublin, merchant, from 6th 
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Mary Roberts, from 28th December, 1786, 


during pleaſure 
Floriada Elliſon, from gth Jan. 1787, during 
pleaſure 5 
Catherine Kendall and Elizabeth Boſſugue, and 
ſufvivor, from gth January, 1787, during 
pleaſure 
Elizabeth Lambert, from gth Jan. 1787, during 
pleafure | 
Aune Leland, widow, from gth Jan. 1787, dur- 
ing pleaſure | 
Anne, Mary and Elizabeth Leland, and ſurvivor, 
from gth Jan. 1787, during pleaſure 
Frances Arabella Kennedy, from gth Jan. 1787, 
during pleaſure 


Frances Muſchamp Johnſton, from gth January, 


1787, during pleaſure 
Elizabeth North, widow, from gth January, 
1787, during pleaſure — 
Frances Rynd, from gti January, 1787, during 
pleaſure 
Anne Norman, Francis and Thomas Hyland, 
and ſurvivor, from gth January, 1787, during 
pleaſure 
Samuel Sneyd, Eſq; from 26th January, 1787, 
during pleaſure 
John Norris Thompſon, Eſq; from 26th Janua- 
ry, 1787, during pleaſure — 
Robert Aſhworth, from 18th April, 1787, dur- 
ing the life of Robert Aſhworth, jun, 
Robert Aſhworth, from 18th April, 1787, dur- 
ing the life of Henrietta Aſhworth 
Robert Aſhworth, from 18th April, 1787, dur- 
ing the life of Frederick Aſhworth 
Robert Aſhworth, from 18th April, 1787, dur- 
ing the life of Charles Aſnwortn — 
Honourable James Browne, from gth July, 1787, 
during pleaſure 
Thomas Higinbotham, from 21ſt July, 1787, 
during the life of Robert Higinbotham 
Robert Shaw, of Dublin, merchant, from 21ſt 
July, 1787, during the life of Mary Shaw, 
his eldeſt daughter | 
Robert Shaw, of Dublin, merchant, from 21ſt 


July, 1787, during the life of Elizabeth Shaw, 


his ſecond daughter a 
Honourable John Maſſey, from 10th October, 
1787, during pleaſure — 
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Benjamin Houghton, from 10th October, 1787, 


during pleaſure — 
Penelope Houghton, from 10th October, 1787, 
during pleaſure 
Joſeph Rouviere, from 10th October, 178), dur- 
ing pleaſure 
Anthony Tiſdall, from roth October, 1787, 
during pleaſure | 
Sarah Smyth, from 1oth October, 1787, dur- 
ing pleaſure 
Franklyn Kirby, from 16th October, 1787, dur- 
ing pleaſure 
Roger Briſtowe, from 16th October, 1787, dur- 
ing pleaſure . 
Bingham Burke, from 16th October, 1787, dur- 


ing pleaſure 


L. 


100 
100 
80 
80 
40 
200 
200 


100 


Robert Cooke, from 16th October, 1787, dur- 


ing pleaſure 
Mary Warren, from 16th October, 1787, dur- 
ing pleaſure 
Anne Warren, from 16th October, 1787, dur- 
ing pleaſure 
Sarah Warren, from 16th October, 1787, dur- 
ing pleaſure 
Rebecca Warren, from 16th October, 1787, dur- 
ing pleaſure 
Right honourable John Beresford, in truſt for the 
ſix children of the late John Hamilton, Eſq; 
from 2oth October, 1787, during pleaſure 
Fitzherbert Richards, from L4th April, 1788, 
during pleaſure 
James Cavendiſh, from 14th April, 1788, dur- 
ing pleaſure — 
Harriet Cavendiſh, from 14th April, 1787, dur- 


ing pleaſure 


Liane! Lord Viſcount Strangford, from 22d 


May, 1788, during pleaſure 
Robert Thoroton, Eſqʒ from 1oth July, 1788, 
during pleaſure 
Kigat : konowrable Thomas Orde, from 14th Oc- 
tuber, 1788, and to determine upon the de- 
miſe of Charles Duke of Bolton, or ſo ſoon as 
the ſaid Thomas Orde ſhall accept any office of 
value equivalent to faid penſion, in Great Bri- 
tain or Ireland 
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Mrs. Catherine Weller, 2 — March, 17 58, 
during pleaſure 
Lieutenant-Colenel Robert Clarke, from 25th 
October, 1760, during life . 
Fane Stuart, from 25th October and 1ſt April, 
1784, during pleaſure 
Mrs. Mary Lyons, from 25th March, 1763, 
during pleaſure 
Licutenant Thomas Stannus, from 24th June, 
1764, during pleaſure 
Addition, from 3oth 6 1766, during 
-pleafure 
Mrs. Anne Cliffe, from 26th th March, 1766, dur- 
ing pleaſure 
Anne and Helena Lyndon, from 26th March, 
1766, during pleaſure 
Mr. Edward Candler, from zoth September, 
1766, during pleaſure 
John Blakeney, Eſq; from 2oth November, 
1769, during pleaſure, 
Addition, from iſt April, 1776, during pleaſure 
Elizabeth Wemys, from iſt April, 1770, during 
pleaſure — 
Lieutenant-Colonel James Edmundſtone, from 
3d April, 1770, during pleaſure 
Mis. Elizabeth Lambart, from 15th September, 


$750, during pleaſure, —— 

Captain Preſton, from 29th — 1772, 
during pleaſure 

Mr John Moorehead, 12th We 1773, 
during pleaſure 

Mrs. Sarah Turner, from 1ſt October, 1774s 

during - pleaſure 

Mr William Turner, from 1ſt October, 1774, 
during pleaſure 

Mr. Francis Pierard, from iſt An, 1775, 
during pleaſure 

Mr. Jeremiah Meara, from iſt April, 1775, dur- 
ing pleaſure — 

John Townſhend, Eſq; from 1ſt April, 1775, 
ducing vleaſure — 

Mrs. Britania Green, from 1ſt April, 1776, 

| Hers. pleaſure — 


Hugh Cane, Eſq; from iſt April, 1776, dur- 
ing 3 885 — 


K. 


100 
600 
200 


100 


100 


100 


300 


fo 


— 


24, 


1789. LE B AF EY 
Major Edward Goodenough, from iſt April, 


1776, during pleaſure 


The widow of Serjeant Jones, from 1ft July, 


1776, during pleaſure 


Charles Tottenham, Eſq; (now Lord Loftus) 


from 25th December, 1778 
Corporal James Barton, 35th Foot, from 


| 


Houghed Soldiers. 


iſt July, 1776, during pleaſure 
Joha Hall, 35th Foot, from Lit July, 1776, 
dung bare i 
Edward Dowley, 35th Foot, from iſt July, 
1776, during pleaſure 
John Walker, 57th Foot, from 1ſt July, 
1776, during pleaſure 
John Maſters, 62d Foot, from 1ſt July, 
1776, during pleaſure — 


| Charles Roberts, 5 3d Foot, from 1ſt July, 


1776, during pleaſure — 
Thomas Ruſſell, 46th Foot, from iſt July, 
1776, during pleaſure — 
Stephen Dunfield, 15th Foot, from 1ſt July, 
1776, during pleaſure 
Corporal James Kelly, 37th Foot, from 
I{t July, 1776, during pleaſure _ 
Serjeant Thomas Leatherland, 53d Foot, 
from 1ſt July, 1776, during pleaſure 
John Swayne, 40th Foot, from 1ſt July, 
1776, during pleaſure — 
Thomas Brittle, 40th Foot, from 1 July, 
1776, during pleaſure 


Benjamin Stafford, 40th Foot, from iſt 


July, 1776, during pleaſure 
William Jervis, 54th Foot, from 1 July, 
1776, during pleaſure — 
Thomas Phillpot, 2oth Foot, from 1ſt July, 
1776, during pleaſure — 
John Henderſon, 66th Foot, from 1ſt July, 
1776, during pleaſure 


Joſeph Sirr, Eſq; from zoth September, 1780, 


during pleaſure 


Joſeph Atkinſon, Eſq; i in truſt for Mary Pearce, 
at 20l. per annum, Eliz, Pearce, at Ditto, 


Harriet Pearce, at Ditto, from iſt October, 


1782, during pleaſure 


Major George Twiſleton Ridſdale, and Elizabeth 
his wife, and the ſurvivor of them, from iſt 


July, 1783, during pleaſure — 
N 


Voi. 
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Donald Grant, from 26th March, 1784, dur- 9205 „ . 


ing pleaſure 


I 
William Chartres, from 2d September, 1784, 13 8 
during pleaſure | 50 — — 
Meredyth Jenkin, from 1ſt October, 1785, dur- 
ing pleaſure Fl 14-4 
Captain Blayney 8 from iſt March, 
1-85, during plcaſure 100 — — 
Lieutenant Chriſtopher Pickard, from iſt April, 
1787, during pleaſure 180 — — 
Total 11 


Wroxkspax, FEBRUARY 25, 1789. 


A petition of Thomas, Patrick and Andrew O' Reilly, propri- 
etors of the Arrigna iron works, was preſented to the houſe and 
read ; ſetting forth, that the petitioners have at a vaſt expence 


opened the inexhaultible coal and iron mines, ſituated in the vici- 


nity of Lough Allen, county Leitrim, where they erected iron 
works on the moſt improved plan and extenſive ſcale, and have 
now brought that uſeful metal to the higheſt degree of perfection, 
as will appear by the ſamples thereof depoſited with the ſecretary 
to the truſtees for rating bounties on the home-ſale of manu- 
factures, for the inipection of the public; and the petitioners be- 
ing determined to purſue with ſpirit their preſent plan, as alſo to 
encreale its extent, fo as to render the work an object of ſtill 
greater national advantage, rely upon the wiſdom of the houſe to 
aid their endeavours by a loan of 10,000] for which they are 
ready to give ample ſecurity ; and praying the houſe to take into 
ecalderation the national utility of petitioners undertaking, and 
grant them encouragement, 


Mr. Mason, according to order, reported from the commit- 
tee of the whole houſe, to whom it was referred to take into 
contideration the ſupply granted to his majeſty, as alſo his excel- 
leney the lord licutenant's ſpcech, the refulutions which the oom 
mittee had directed him to report to the houſe, which he read in 
his place, and after delivered in at the table, where the ſame were 
read, and are as follow: 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
ſum not exceeding 2, 240, 204l. 148. 8d. was the debt of the na- 
tion at Lady-day, 1788. | 


Reſolved, That it appears to this committee that the nation is 
allo liable to the payment of eertain life annuities, at the rate of 
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61. per cent. per annum, for a ſum of 440, oool.; and is alſo lia- 
ble to the payment of certain other life annuities, at the rate of 
71. 108. per cent. per annum, for a further ſum of Zoo, oool. 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That a 

ſupply be granted to his majeſty towards payment of the ſaid 
debt and the ſaid annuities, and towards ſupporting the ſeveral 
branches of the eftabliſhments, and for defraying the other 
neceſſary expences of government for one year, ending the 25th 


of March, 1790. | 


Mr. GzaTTan ſaid he intended to ſubmit to, the houſe an a- 
mendment of this reſolution ; but as he was aware that gentle- 
men on the other ſide would gladly lay hold of an argument, 
which he foreſaw they would ground on a ſuppoſed alarm of 
the public creditors, or of a breach of the French treaty, he did 
now, as he had formerly done, declare, that far from any intention 
of diſturbing public credit, or violating the faith of treaties, it 
was his intention, and the intention of thoſe with whom he a&- 
ed, to continue the moſl ample ſecurity for the public creditor, 
and to take the molt effectual care not to violate the faith of trea- 
ties; the amendment therefore that he ſhould offer ſhould not 
contain any new matter, but ſuch as was ſufficient to expreſs the 
determination of the houſe to adhere inviolably to their engage- 
ments with the public creditors and foreign nations, but ſhould 
merely limit the ſupply of the eſtabliſiments. 

He moved an amendment to the laſt reſolution, by inſerting 
after the word annuities, the following words, and for ſupporting 
certain branches of the eftabliſhment, and defraying certain of the other 
neceſſary charges of government for one year ending the 25th of March, 
1790, and for ſupporting the remainder of the branches of the efta« 
bliſhment, and defraying the remaining neceſſary charges of govern- 
ment, for two months, ending the 25th of May next incluſive 

He then moved that the remaining words of the reſolution 
after the word annuities, be expunged. 


The CHAancELLoR OF THE ExcHEQueR ſaid the amendment 
ſeemed by its wording to declare, that a grant was neceſſary to 
effectuate the treaty, but if the right honourable gentleman 
thought ſo he was in error; the treaty requires no grant whatſo- 
ever; the treaty only inhibits the crown from aſſenting to any 
higher duty than thoſe agreed to in the treaty, but it requires no 
grant; will it not then follow, ſaid he, that if you vote your ſupply 
for a year, and your eſtabliſhment only for two months, that by 
ſuch a vote you take away the foundation of your ſupply ? You 
limit the eſtabliſhment, and yet continue the duties beyond that 
limit, Whatever the riglit honourable gentleman's object may 
be, I beg he will not derange the order of procecding, or com- 
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mit the houſe to an abſurdity : and ſurely no abſurdity could be 
more groſs, than to continue the duties and diſcontinue the eſta- 


bliſhments, to the maintenance of which theſe duties are applica- 
ble. 


The hononrable Dex is Browne ſaid as the right honourable 
gentleman had deſired the houſe to come to a very extraordinary 


reſolution, it would be but reaſonable in him to Rate ſome reaſon 
for it. \ h 


Mr. Gaarrax ſaid that not having had ſufficient time to ex- 
amine the accounts, it would be improper for the houſe to grant a 
long money bill. . 


Mr. Maso obſerved though the committee did not fit as long 
on the accounts as uſual, yet the inveitigation had been full as 
complete. 


Mr. Coors ſaid he thought it extremely odd conduct in the 
gentlemen who had juit carried an addreſs to the Prince of Wales, 
to endeavour to embarrals the beginning of his government by 
ſhaking the public credit and alarming the public creditors. He 
hoped, however, country gentlemen would not be deceived, or 
give their ſupport to a party linked together in a manner not 


to be named, and who purſued projects which they were aſhamed 
to v. . 


Mr. Corrs ſaid he knew of no link that bound the party 
with whom he acted, but the good of the country; the reaſon for 
the ſhort money bill he deemed unanſwerable the accounts had 
not been examined, and till they were it would be improper to 
continue the ſupply. 


Mr. O*Haxa ſaid he was inclined to wiſh the meaſure might 
not be preſſed ; he had formerly voted for a ſhort money bill, but 
it was a powerful effort to reſtore the conſtitution; a meaſure he 
would not employ on every light occaſion ; at preſent there was 
no pretence for ſuch a meaſure, the people were happy and con- 
tented ; if his right honourable friend would prets it, he hoped 
ſome very ſtrong reaſons would be afh;zred. As to the accounts, 


if they were the real objects, there would be full time to examine 
them. 


Mr. MoLynevx aſſerted that the preſent meaſure was in- 
tended to embarraſs government, in order to ſerve the views of a 
party hoſtile to the welfare of the country. 


Mr. BxowxLow ſaid lie was no party man, neither had he 
any ends to anſwer contrary to the welfare of the country, yet 
ke thought it right to proceed with caution ; and as it had been 
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ſhewn that they had not had time to inveſtigate the accounts, that, 
in his mind, was ſufficient ground for the amendment. 

The lord lieutenant, he obſerved, had thought proper to refuſe 
tranſmitting the addreſs of the two houſes to the Prince of 
Wales; this had given cauſe for ſome difference and animadver, 
ſion between his excellency and the two houſes; the truth was 
his excellency was at variance with the two houſes, and it be- 
hoved them to take care of themſelves. He would never, he 
ſaid, forget the affair of Lord Townſhend, who prorogued the 
parliament and proteſted againſt their proceedings, for the com- 
mons exerciſing a right of originating bills of ſupply ; a right in 
which lay the very ellence of all their privileges What Lord 
Townſhend had done, Lord Buckingham might do, if they 
paſſed the ſupply for a year ; nay he might, and perhaps would 
diſſolve them, and then how could they look at their conſtituents, 


who would naturally ſay, you have deſerved all this; for when | 


we put our purſe in your hands, you very fooliſhly let go the 
ſtrings. For theſe reaſons he was for the amendment. 


Mr. Gairrirz ſaid the right honourable gentleman had an- 
ticipated what he intended to ſay ; he conſidered the two houſes 
committed againſt, aud in a ſtate of warfare with the chief go- 
vernor, and he could expect nothing leſs than a diſſolution of par- 
liament if the ſupplies were once granted for a year. 


The ATTorney Gex ERAI.— The right honourable gentle- 
man [Mr. Brownlow] has fairly and openly avowed his reaſon 
for ſupporting a ſhort money bill; it is to hinder the lord lieute- 
nant from exerciſing an undoubred right of proroguing or diſſolv- 
ing parliament. Sir, I recolle& the event referred to by the 
right honourable gentleman. I recollect Lord Townſhend's pro- 
roguing the parliament, and I recollect when next they met they 
voted him an addreſs of thanks, which- addreſs coſt this nation 
half a million of money. I hope to God I ſhall never again fee 
ſuch effects from party, I hope to God I ſhall never again ſee 
half a million of the people's money employed to procure an ad- 
dreſs from their repreſentatives; I have ever endeavoured to de- 
fend the people, and ever ſhall oppoſe meaſures which may lead 
to an addreſs that will coſt them half a million. 

Sir, the amendment makes this reſolution ſuch rank non— 
ſenſe, that if it paſſes it will be impoſſible to found reſolutions 
conſonant to it in the ways and means, or hereafter to draw a bill 
conformable to it; it propoſes that we ſhall grant a ſupply for 
commerce and ſupply for treaties; this is certainly the firſt time I 
ever heard of a ſupply for a treaty, except it were a treaty of ſub- 
ſidy ; the treaty is not to be maintained by a ſupply, but by a re- 
gulation of duties; the taxes are for the ſupply, but the ſupply 
is for the eſtabliſhments. See, then, the ſituation in which you 
place yourſelves, You muſt form ſo much of your tax as is ne- 
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ceſſary for carrying the treaty into effect for twelve months, but 
that part which is applicable to the eſtabliſhment you mult form 
but for two months; the ſame thing with regard to your colony 
trade; this I think impoſlible. The right hon. gentleman [Mr. 
Grattan] may ſhake his head, but I would wiſh to ſce him frame 
ſuch a bill; he may vote the amendment, but unfortunately it 
falls to my lot to frame the bill, and if he impoſes this reſolution, 
I think in juſtice, he cannot do leſs than frame the bill himſelf, 
for poſitively it is beyond my capacity. 

The laſt ſhort money bill was pailed upon a great occaſion ; I 
ſee no occaſion whatever for that now propoſed ; but whether 
you will ſupply the eſtabliſhment or not, this certaiuly is not the 
ſtage to itop them. * 


Mr. Bus x ſaid from what his right honourable friend had ſaid 
he almoſt imagined he intended to vote on the other fide, for 
when he had ſaid that one prorogation and an addreis had coſt 
the nation half a million, he did not ſuppoſe he would run the 
riſ of another. That prorogation had taken place for want of 
a ſhort money bill, which 1s the bet reaſon againſt granting a 
long one on the preſent occaſion ;z and as that prorogation colt 
half a million, as every article has rifen, perhaps it would not be 
unreaſonable to ſuppoſe a prorogation at the prefent day might 
coſt a whole million, which expence may be cut off by a ſhort 
money bill. 

He faid he thought this a bad time to place confidence in go- 
vernment ; pailiament had the confidence of the nation and ſhould 
preſerve it, by giving due attention to their iutereſts. The re- 
ports of the day were, that the regency bill had been ſtopped in 
England, and that his majeſty would himſelf aſſume his govern- 
ment, and paſs a regency bill. Suppoſe this to happen when the 
Iriſh parliament was not ſitting, when they could not concur in 
appointing the ſame regent with England, were gentlemen pre- 
pared to allow England to appoint a regent for them without 
their concurrence ? Were they convinced by the arguments of 
the right honourable gentleman, and were they prepared to throw 
away their ſhield (engl command over the public purſe) before 
they went to the battle ? 


Mr. Georce Poxsoxnsy contended, that bills might eaſily be 
drawn conſonant to this re{olution. 


Mr. Gaarrax aſſerted, that a clerk might eaſily be found, 
who for ten guineas would do it. 


Mr. HosarrT obſerved, that all that had been ſaid relative to the 
neceſſity of the Iriſh parliament being fitting, in order to concur 
with England in appointing a regent, was obviated by the Iriſh 
parliament having already appointed the Prince of Wales, and 
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diſpatched their ambaſſadors to inveſt him by virtue of an addreſs; 
the ſhield was not therefore ncgeſſary for parliament on this occa- 
ſion, but if public fame was to be credited, that honourable 
gentleman had found a ſhield under whicn to ſhelter himſelf He 
concluded with obſerving, that the ſhort money bill formerly 
paſſed was on a great occaſion, and hoped that no gentleman who 
had voted againſt that bill would vote for the preſent reſolution, 
for which there was no occaſion at all. 


Mr. O'Hara propoſed to alter the amendment, ſo as in effect 
totally to ſeparate the loans from the citabliſhments, providing for 
the loans twelve months, and for the eſtabliſnments two months. 


Mr. GxATrax conſented, withdrew the amendment, and pro- 
poſed another in its place to that effect. He ridiculed the affected 


terrors of crown lawyers, which he conſidered as mere trick and 


artifice, not as their real ſentiments, 


Mr. Marcus BERESTORD ſaid he objected to the principle and 
to the form of the reſolution ; he was ſorry to hear the right 
honourable member ſay, that gentlemen on that fide of the houſe 
made uſe of tricks, for he muſt take the liberty of aſſerting, that no 
man's conduct had been more tricky and uncandid than that right 
| honourable gentleman's throughout the ſeſſion. 


Mr. Curr called Mr. Beresford to order; his words were, he 


ſaid, improper and diſreſpectful, and could only be excuſed in 
pity to his youth, 


Mr. GrartTan begged the gentleman to proceed, aſſuring him 
that he had that opinion of his parts and his perſon, that nothing 
he ſhould ſay ſhould diſturb him. 


Mr. Marcus BerxtsrorD,—As to the right hononrable gen- 
tleman taking pity on my youth, I reject his pity ; I am ready to 
meet him in argument whenever he thinks proper. He ſays m 
words are diſorderly ; certainly they are as warrantable as thoſe of 
the right honourable gentleman to whom they were directed, for 
if he charges us with artifice and trick, I have a right to repel the 
charge, and argue upon it. 

Sir, I ſay that the meaſures which have been brought for- 
ward by gentlemen at the other ſide this ſeſſion, are brought for- 
ward with precipitancy. They ſaid, at the beginning of the 
ſeſſion, they would not proceed to the public ſupply until they 
had ſettled the buſineſs of the regency—that buſineſs they ſettled 
in one night ; the public buſineſs, however, was not permitted to 
go on until after they had ſent ambaſſadors with an addreſs, the 
principle of which nothing could warrant. They were then, with 
much reluctance, induced to go into the accounts, and, under an 
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idea that no new reſolution would be propoſed many gentlemen 
abſented themſelves, leaving to the new government the manage- . 
ment of bulineſs ; then, however, a reſolution was brought in 
by ſurprize to found this amendment, which is itſelf a trick in- 
tended to deceive country gentlemen ; for, I ſay, Sir, if the 
houſe thinks proper to ſhorten the time of the ſupplies, it is com- 
petent to that in any ſtate of their progreſs ; and therefore this 
amendment is intended to pin the houſe down to a meaſure intend- 
ed merely to give ſtrength and ſupport to a party. I thereime 
beg gentlemen to confider, before they come to any haſty refolu- 
tion, what appearance their conduct will have in the eyes of all 
Europe. Our king has been aflited with a moſt grievous ma- 
lady; in the hour of his deep diſtreſs you attempt to take away 
his crown and beltow it on another; when it has pleaſed God to 
reſtore him you refuſe him the common ſupplies, and endeavour, 
to your utmoſt, to diſtreſs and embarraſs his government. Does 
not this look like perſonal inſult ? 

As to what has paſſed between the right honourable gentleman 
and me, TI aſture him that Jam not fond of perſonalities ; but 
certainly J had as good a right to ule the word trick as he; if he 
had not vſed it, it never would have entered my mind. 


Sir Joux BLiaqQuiess ſaid he was for the amendment. 


Mr. Jokxsox painted the probable conſequence of the amend— 
ments, producing a new reward of a million ſterling to thoſe pa- 
triots, whom other arguments could not ſoften. 


Sir NicyuoLas LawLess declared it as his opinion, that Lord 
Buckingham's virtues, his cloſe iuſpection into the public ex- 
pences, his hatred of peculation and fraud, and his juſt ſeverity 
againſt peculators, had created more enemies than any part of his 


political conduct. | x 
Mr. Corry ſaid he could not help congratulating the houſe 


on the new ſpirit of inveſtigating the public accounts with which 
they were juſt inſpired, but which he never could have the good 
fortune to raiſe, though he had often endeavoured it. Gentle- 
men had declared that they could not grant the ſupply for the 
year 1789, becauſe they had not yet examined the public ac- 
counts; he truſted that gentlemen who made this objection, did 
not know that theſe accounts were the accounts from 1787 to 
1788, and from 1788 to 1789, and even if any thing in them 
was wrong, it could not affect the eſtimate for the preſent vear 
that eſtimate had been fully and fairly ſtated by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer—no objection had been made to any article of it 
why then refuſe to provide for it in the ſupply ? 

It had been admitted, that this was done in oppoſition to Lord 
Buckingham ; he did not know upon what ground to account for 


it. Engliſh party was clearly out of the queſtion; neither the 
regency, nor Mr. Pitt, nor Mr. Fox, could have any intereſt ia 
it; it related merely to ourſelves. It had been compared to the 
circumſtance which occurred in Lord Townſhend's adminiitra- 
tion, but very improperly ; Lord Townſhend's diſpleaſure had 
been exerciſed againſt parliament, for acting as they had an un- 
doubted right to do. The diſpleaſure of the two houſes was di- 
rected againſt Lord Buckingham for exerciſing a right undoubt- 
edly lodged in him. 

He concluded with ſaying, that as he could not bring his mind 
to vote a cenfure againſt Lord Buckingham for exerciling his un- 
doubted right, neither would he join in the reſentment of thoſe 
who ſupporced the preſent meaſure, 


Mr. Denis Dary faid he juſt roſe to ſhew that he would not 
ſhelter himſelf under a filent vote, and to declare, as the preſent ex- 
igency of the times did not at all warrant the amendment to the 
reſolution, and as he had heard no argument in its ſupport, he 
would vote againſt it. 


The queſtion being put, there appeared, 
Ayes _ — 105 
Noes — — 85 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 


That 12,000 effective men, commiſſion and con- commiſſion 


officers included, are neceſſary to be maintained within this 
kingdom for its defence. 


That to enable his majeſty to carry into execution his gracious 
intentions and determined reſolution, ſignified to us by his excel- 
lency the Lord Viſcount Townſhend, late lord lieutenant of this 
kingdom, by his majeſty's command, to keep within this king- 
dom, for the neceſſary defence of the ſame, 12,000 effective 
men, commiſſion and non-commiſſion officers included, at all 
times, .unleſs in caſes of invaſion or rebellion in Great Britain, 
3232 men, commiſſion and non-commiſhon officers included, 
be maintained for one year from the 31ſt of March, 1789, to the 
ft day of April, 1790, incluſive, ſo as that the forces on the 
eſtabliſhment of this kingdom may amount to 15, 232 effective 
men, commiſſion and non-commiſſion officers included. 


Mr. GraTTAN moved an amendment to this reſolution, by in- 
ſerting after the word maintained, the words from the 31ft day of 
March, 1789, to the 1} day of June, 1789, and expunging the 
words for one year from the 31ſt of March, 1789, to the I, day 
of April, 1790. : 

The queſtion being put on this amendment, the houſe divided, 

yves — _ 102 


Noes — — 77 
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Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 


That a ſum of 4000l. be given to the right honourable the 
Speaker of the houſe of commons, to enable him to maintain the 


ſtate and dignity of his office. 


That a ſum of 5401. be given to Edward Cooke, Eſq; clerk of 
this houſe, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice this ſeſſion 
of parliament. 


That a ſum of 350!. he given to Benjamin Higgins, clerk 
aſſiſtant, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice this ſeſſion of 
parliament. ' 


That a ſum of 320l. be given to James Corry, clerk of the 
journals and records, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice 
this ſeſſion of parliament. 


That a ſum of 140. be given to Dawſon Ellis, clerk of the 
engroſſments, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice this ſeſſion 
of parliament. | 


That a ſum of 500l. be given to George Frederick Winftan- 
ley and Jonathan Rogers, the clerks attending the ſelect and other 
committees, as a reward for their attendance and ſervice this 
ſeſſion of parliament, to be equally divided between them. 


That a ſum of 670l. be given to Dixie Coddington, Eſq; ſer- 
jeant at arms, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice this 
- ſeſſion of parliament, 


That a ſum of Jol. be given to Laurenzo Senſi, as a reward 
for his trouble and attendance in delivering the votes to the mem- 
bers this ſeſſion of parliament. 


That a ſum of 2001, be given to James Mc. Cowen and Henry 
Holmes, dodi-keepers to this houſe, as a reward for their attend- 
ance and ſervice this ſeſſion of parliament, to be equally divided 
between them. 


That a ſum of at be given to the Speaker, to be by him 
F ivided among the back door-keepers and meſſengers attending 
this houſe, being twenty in number, and the other attendants, 1 in 
ſuch manner as he ſhall direct. 


That a ſum of 140l. be given to Thomas I. Eſtrange, for his 
extraordinary care and trouble in attending this houſe as aſſiſtant 
ſerjeant at arms. 


That a ſum of 200). be given to Edward Cooke, Eſq; for his 
trouble and expence in preparing copies, ſuperintending the 
printing, and making aa index to the 2 volume of the 
journals of this houſe. 


That a ſum of 168]. be given to i King and Abraham 
Bradley King, for printing the public accounts laid before the 
houſe this ſeſſion of parliament. 
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That a ſum of 5ool. be given to the Speaker, to be applied 
by him in manner directed by this houſe with reſpec to a ſimilar 
ſum granted in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament for the better ar- 
rangement of buſineſs in the clerks offices. 


That a ſum of 34ol. be given to Thomas Burgh, Eſq; ac- 
countant-general, as a reward for his expence and trouble in pre- 
paring and ſtating the public accounts of the nation laid before 
the houſe this ſeſſion of parliament. 


That a ſum of Sol. be given to John Tydd, Eſq; in conſide- 
ration of Jits extraordinary attendance, care and expence in the 
office of paymaſter of corn premiums, 


That a ſum of 200l. be given to Henry Gore, Eſq; examina- 


tor of the cuſtoms, as a reward for his expence and trouble in pre- 


paring and making out the account of the imports and exports 
for one year, ending the 25th of March, 1788, purſuant to the 
order of this houſe. 


That a ſum of 7ol. be given to Henry Smyth, deputy pay- 
maſter of corn premiums, for his extraordinary trouble and ex- 


pence in preparing accounts by him laid before this houſe for one 
year, ending at Midſummer 1788. | 


That a ſum of 2000l. be given to Paul Le Bas, examinator of 


corn premiums, on account of the great encreaſe of his trouble 
in examining and keeping accounts of ſaid premiums, and for his 
expences in payment of clerks, in the year ending at Lady-day, 
1788. | : 


That a ſum of 1 gol. be given to John Smart, deputy account- 


ant-general, for his extraordinary trouble this ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment, and ſuperintending the printing the public accounts. 


That a ſum of 140]. be given to John Swan, examinator of 
exciſe, for his extraordinary trouble and expence in preparing 
accounts for this houſe, | 


That a ſum of 2000l. be given for one year to the 25th day 
of March, 1790, to the truſtees of the linen and hempen manu- 


factures, to encourage the raiſing ſufficient quantities of hemp 
and flax in this kingdom. 


That a ſurther ſum of 2000l. for one year to the 25th of 
March, 1790, be given to the truſtees of the linen and hempen 
manufactures, for the encouragement of the hempen and flaxen 
manufactures in the provinces of Leinſter, Munſter and Con- 
naught. | | 


That a ſum of zoool. be granted to the provoſt, fellows and 
ſcholars of the college of the Holy and Undivided Trinity, of 
Queen Elizabeth, near Dublin, for the purpoſe of carrying on 
the ſquare in the ſaid college, called the Parliament Square, agree- 
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ably to the terms ſet forth in their petition preſented to this houſe 
in a former ſeſſion of parliament. 


That a ſum of 12,0001 be given to the incorporated ſociety» 
as a full proviſion for ſupporting the proteſtant charter ſchools of 


this kingdom, for one year to the 25th day of March, 1790. 


That a ſum of 6873]. be given to the governors of the found- 
ling hoſpital and work-houſe, towards enabling them to diſcharge 
the d&.bts by them contracted for the uſe of that charity, and to- 

wards ſupporting their ncceſſary expences. 


That a ſum of Soool. be given to the corporation for tlie re- 
lief of the poor in the city of Dublin, for the ſupport of the 
houſe of induſtry, in aid of the charitable contributious, for one 


year, to the 25th day of March, 1790. 


That a ſum of 1000]: be given to the Hibernian marine ſociety, 
towards ſupporting the ſaid charity. 


That a ſum of 1000]. be gizen to the governors of the Hiber- 
nian ſchool, for the ſupport of that charity. 


That a ſum of 5000l. Le granted to the board of firſt fruits, 
for building new churches, and rebuilding old churches in ſuch 


pariſhes as no public divine ſervice has been performed in for 
twenty years lalt paſt. 


That a ſum of 6090l. be granted to the Lord Chancellor and 
Chief Judges, towards building further offices for the public re- 
cords, and courts of jultice adjoining. 


That a ſum of 5000l. be given to the Dublin Society, for the 
improvement of huſbandry and other uſeful arts in Ireland; to be 


applied in fuch manner as ſhall be directed by parliament. 


That a ſum of 1401 be given to Anthony Ferguſon, aſſiſtant 
examinztor of cuſtoms, for his extraordinary trouble in making 
up the ſeveral a-counts laid by him before this houſe, and attend- 
ing the houfe this ſeimion of parliament. 


That a ſum of 20,0001. be granted to his Majeſty, for the 
clothing, arming and maintaining a militia in this kingdom, for 
one year to the 25th day of March, 1790; to be applied in ſuch 
manner as parliament ſhall hereafter direct. : 


That a ſum of 87581. 8s. 1d. be given to James King and Abra- 
ham Bradley King, printers to this houſe, for printing and bind- 
ing five hundred copies of the twenty-fifth volume of the jour- 
nals, for the uſe of the members of this houſe. 


That a ſum of Sol. be granted to Elizabeth Molloy, for the 
additional expences incurred by her m the articles of coal and 
candle, which ſhe is obliged to furniſh in the new buildings, in 
the interval between this and the next ſeſſion of parliament. 


That the ſupply granted to his Majeſty towards payment of 
the ſaid debt, anuuitics, el)abliſhments, and other charges of 


1 


1789.0 | BE B AT $$ Wc 189 


government, be a ſum not exceeding three millions two hundred 
and fifty-t wo thouſand two hundred and eighty-three pounds. 


Mr. GraTTan moved an amendment to the reſolution, by in- 
ſerting after the word exceeding the words three millions, and ex- 
punging the words. three millions two hundred and fijty-iwo thou- 
ſand two hundred and eighty-three pounds, 


And the queſtion being put on the amendment, it was carried. 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 


Thar a further ſupply be granted to his Majeſty for paying the 
ſeveral foregoing gifts, bounties, rewards and ſpecific grants, 


That the ſaid further ſupply be a ſum not exceeding 83,3 59l. 
8s. Id. ; 


The queſtion was put on the ſeveral reſolutions, and they were 
agreed to by the houſe. 


————— ——  — — — 


ThHursDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1789. 


A petition of the maſters and owners of the ſeveral fiſhing 
veſſels in the diſtrict of Wicklow, on behalf of themſelves and 
hundreds of others, men, women and children employed in the 
fiſheries on theſe coaſts, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, 
was preſented to the houſe and read; ſetting forth, that by an 
act of parliament paſſed the tuird and fourth years of his preſent 
Majeſty King George the Third, entitled“ An act for the en- 
couragement of the fiſheries of this kingdom,” it was there de- 
| Clared to be intended amongſt other cauſes as a means of employ- 
ing and providing for great numbers of induſtrious poor, and a 
nurſery for ſeamen for the navy of Great Britain (which opinion 
was confirmed and adopted by an. act of the Britiſh parliament 
in the fifteenth year of ſaid king) and a means alſo of preventing 
French veſſels and fiſhing boats from fiſhing on the coalts of this 
kingdom, therefore it was then enacted, for the encouragement 
of perſons building buſſes or other veſſels for fiſhing, that a 
bounty of twenty ſhillings per ton ſhould be paid to the owners 
of ſuch veſſels as were employed in ſuch fiſheries, which bounty 
was paid accordingly ; that by an act paſſed in the ſeventeenth 
and cighteenth years of his preſent majeſty, it is there n 
that the extending the fiſheries on the coaſt of Ireland is of the 
greateſt importance to this kingdom, adds conſiderably to its 
wealth, and proves to be a fruitful nurſery of able ſeamen to the 
fleet of Great Britain, wherefore the legiſlature were pleaſed to 
extend the term for granting ſaid bounties; that in conſequence 
of the ſaid encouragement of twenty ſhillings per ton, and the 
promiſed time of its continuance, the petitioners built buſſes and 
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boats of different fizes, the women and children were employed in 
making nets, the boys and young men, inſtead of other purſuits, 
were employed in navigating ſaid veſſels and boats in fiſhing, and 
in a few years verified the wiſdom of the legiſlature by really be- 
coming a ſet of hardy ſeamen fit to aſſiſt at any emergency in 
manning the royal navy of Great Britain; encouraged by the 
ſaid bounty they chearfully purſued the fiſheries, brought great 
wealth to the nation, and happineſs and affluence to themſelves 
and their families; but that an act having paſſed in the twenty- 
fifth year of his preſent majeſty, repealing the aforementioned 
acts relating to the fiſheries of this kingdom, holding up indeed 
bounties to thoſe who would perform the requilites therein men- 
tioned, but clogged with ſuch clauſes and reſtrictions as made it 
impoſſible for the greater part of the petitioners to comply with 
them, and of thole who did attenipt it ended in their beggary 
and utter ruin, they being in fome degree bound to one particular 
part of the coaſts on the north welt was ruinous to the petitioners 
ſettled on the eaſtern and ſouth-eait coaſts, and the buying of 
barrels and otherways fitting out a veſſel on that inhoſpitable 
coaſt (a coaſt that experience has woefully taught the adventurers 
1s not always furniſhed with fiſh, and which for thele two or three 
laſt ſeaſons has almoſt ruined them) for three months, perhaps four 
or more, was totally out of the power of the petitioners, who, on 
the faith of parliament promiting the bount ies ſhould continue to 
a certain period, had laid out their all, and more, in building and 
Preparing veſſels for the fiſheries, fix years of which promiſed time 
was unexpired at the paſſing of this laſt act, by which the peti- 
Lioners arc ruined, and the principal objects of the legiſlature's 
intention entirely fruſtrated by the young mens? emigration to fo- 
reign parts, or turning themſelves to other purſuits, inſtead of 
becoming and remaining able ſeamen for the navy ; that the pe- 
titioners who ill remain on the eaſt and ſouth-eaſt coaſt endeavour 
to keep up their veſſels, and that Providence ſupplies them every 
ſeaſon with fiſhi in ſome degree on their coalts without going round 
Half the kingdom to look for fiſh in vain ; that by a liſt annexed it 
appears that they have taken conſiderable quantities of fiſh on 
their own coaſts, but the loſs of the promiſed bounty has made 
them ſpiritleſs as well as unable to extend their efforts as they 
might have done with ſuch encouragement ; and therefore pray- 
ing parliament may take this matter into their ſerious conſidera- 
tion, a matter on which not only the welfare but being of the 
petitioners depends, and alſo a matter of ſuch infinite importance 
to the nation in general by an increaſe of wealth, and what 1s of 
more conſequence, increaſe of able ſeamen for its defence, by 
gianting to the petitioners, if not the original promiſed bounty, 
at leaſt ſuch part thereof as to the houſe ſhall ſeem meet, and 
thereby enable them to purſue their occupations of fiſhing and 
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fulfilling the expectation of the legiſlature ſet forth in the pre- 
ambles to the firit acts for their encouragement, &c. &c. 


The houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of ways and means, 
Mr. Maſon in the chair, | 


Mr. GraTTAN, upon the firſt reſolution moved in the com- 
mittee of ways and means, viz. © that the ſeveral duties, Sc. 
herein after mentioned, be granted to his Majeſty from the 25th of 
March, 1789, to the 25th of March, 1790,” moved as an amend- 
ment, “ from the 25th of March, 178, to the 25th of May, 1789.“ 


The ArTroRN EY GENERAL. —T do proteſt againſt this mea- 
ſure, and ſhall oppoſe it in every ſtage of its progreſs The firſt 
pretence for entering into it was ceconomy. It was faid that the 
accounts of 1787 and 1788, had not been inveſtigated, and 
therefore you would not paſs the eſtimates for 1789, though 
theſe eſtimates have no manner of connection with the accounts 
of 1787 and 1788; nor would they be the leſs neceſſary even if 
there were any thing wrong in theſe accounts, an idea that has not 
been inſinuated. Gentlemen however inſiſted on putting the 
nation to ſome thouſands unneceſſary expence by this mode of 
proceeding. It is idle to ſay that ceconomy is their object they 
have another object, a right honourahle gentleman [Mr. Brown- 
low] honeſtly avowed it: it is to reſtrain the crown in the ex- 
erciſe of an undoubted prerogative the power of proroguing or 
diſſolving parliaments; and this reſtraint they wiſh to hold over 
the crown, becauſe they have quarrelled with the king's lord 
lieutenant; and being apprehenſive of his reſentment, they 
chuſe to ſtop the neceſſary buſineſs of the nation, in order to 
prevent the exerciſe of an undoubted prerogative of the crown. 
Thus it appears that economy is only a pretence ; the meaſure is 
really founded in faction; for, I ſay, if it be intended to prevent 
the exerciſe of an undoubted prerogative of the crown, it is a 
meaſure of faction; and give me leave to call gentlemen's recol- 
lection to what happened in the Engliſh houſe of commons five 


years ago; when that houſe paſſed reſolution after reſolution 


againſt the king's miniſters, the country gentlemen of England 
joined in theſe reſolutions; but when they came to paſs the 
money bills and the mutiny bill, and it was prepoſed to ſtop 
them, the country gentlemen of England ſtarted at ſuch an 
idea : they ſtarted at the idea of making uſe of ſuch a meaſure, 
of throwing the nation into confuſion, to coerce his majeſty in 
the exerciſe of an undoubted prerogative. | 
I know that theſe violent proceedings give very great diſconten 
to thinking people, and the more ſo, becauſe they are known to 
be a naſty meaſure of faction. I have heard reports which I can- 
not nor will beheve, but which I will mention, to give oppor- 
tunity for clearing gentlemen from ſuch vile imputations. I have 
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heard that the ſpirit of whiteboyiſm has found its way into this 
city, and that injurious and diſhoneſt combinations have taken 
place. I do not now ſpeak of the combinations of the journey- 
men pinmakers who have ſuffered in Newgate for their offences, 
I ſpeak of other combinations, which, had they been entered 
into againſt a tithe proctor, the combining parties, by laws of 
their own making, would be condemned to be whipped at a cart's 
tail; and therefore, I fay I cannot nor will believe it poſſible 
for any ſuch combinations to exiſt, I will not believe that any 
ſet of men could be ſo far the tools of faction as to enter into a 
combination, for which, by laws of their own making, a miſera- 
ble white-boy would be whipped at a cart's tail. 

Sir, on a former occaſion I voted for a ſhort money bill, becauſe 
it was then neceſſary; becauſe the nation was in ſuch a ſtate of 
bankruptcy aud diſtreſs, that we were under the humiliating ne- 
ceſſity of receiving 10,000l. from England to pay our army 
becauſe I ſaw that nothing but a free trade could reſtore the coun- 
try to proſperity—becauſe I looked upon a ſhort money bill as the 
ſtrong engine by which that great object could be obtained; but 
if this ſtrong engine ſhall be applied to effect every paltry purpoſe 
of a paltry faction, then I iay that if ever a great occaſion ſhall 
ariſe which ſhall require a great exertion, its power will have been 
ſo much abuſed that it will loſe all credit with the people, and be 
deemed diſgraceful to exert it. 


Mr. BaowxE (of the College) ſaid he roſe to expreſs his indig- 
nation at the charge of faction thrown out ſo frequently from the 
other tide of the houſe, a charge ſo bold, he had almoſt ſaid im- 
pudent, that it filled him with aſtoniſhment. Who were thus 
charged? the old country intereſt, the country members, that in- 
dependent phalanx, who under all adminiſtrations had oppoſed 
the abuſes and encroachments of government, with whom he 
had always the henour to act, and with whom he found himſelf 
acting ſtill. And by whom were they thus charged? by the old 
veteran packhorſes of government; thoſe Iſſachars, who under 
every adminiſtration ſtoopeddown, like the ſtrong aſs, to take upon 
them every naſty burden that could be impoſed; thoſe dabchicks 
of government, who, as the poet deſcribes, we have ſeen to creep, 
and wade, and ſwim, and fly, and hop through every mire of 
corruption that came in their way ; thole men whom we have ſcen 
turning with every ſhifting quickſand of vice, under that deſert 
air where virtue could not breathe. He ſaid, when the phraſe, I 
am of no party, came from the honelt enthuſiaſm of ſome gentle- 
men about him, he admired, and coincided in the declaration ; 
but if it meant, as it too often did, that a man faid he was of no 
party, becauſe he did not xnow which party would come in, and 
wiitcd to be well with all; or that a man had no political princi- 

le, aud therefore was ready to proftitute himſelf to any meaſures, 
e Bewulted aud abjured the declaration. In one ſenſe he would 
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own himſelf of a party. He hoped he was of the party of honeſt 


men, of thoſe men, who when the exerciſe of the executive 
power was to be ſupplied, did not aſſert the power of Engliſh 
parliaments to make regents for Ireland, but had recourſe to the 
plain principles of the conſtitution, and the natural and undoubted 
claims of the Prince of Wales; who did not wander from the 
old track of the conſtitution without neceſſity, and who made 
neceſſity the limit of aberration. And he was not of that 
party, who attempted to undo the emancipation of this coun- 
try, and to bring back the old deteſtable exploded ideas of the 
power of the parliament of England over this country. 

He abhorred the introduction of Engliſh party into their houſe 
as much as any man. But it was not to be of an Engliſh party 

to coincide in ſentiment with a certain body of men there upon 
great imperial queſtions ; not queſtions between the two countries, 
but queſtions common to both—the remedying defects in the exe- 
cutive power.—Similarity of ſentiment is not party. He muſt 
coincide with thoſe men who had always oppoſed the improper 
influence, and ſupported the juſt prerogative of the crown ; who 
had not reſted in empty words, but carried theſe ſentiments into 
efet—witneſs the contractors bill—the revenue officers bill—the 
houſehold reform bill—the bill for limitation of penſioners ;— 
whoſe determination did not melt in the heart of the cloſet, and 
who were willing, in ſupport of theſe great principles, to riſk 
both power and popularity with a deluded people. Strange ſole- 
ciſm in democracy !—obtain for the people what they have been 
for a century eagerly deſiring, and you probably become unpopu- 
lar. And he could not coincide 1n ſentiment with that body of 
men who ſeemed to aim even at excluding the Prince of Wales 
from the throne, who are inclined to aſſert the ſupremacy of the 
Britiſh parliament over Ireland, by aſſerting their power to nomi- 
nate a regent for us, let their choice be ever ſo ridiculous, wild or 
extravagant; who had been the authors of a declaratory bill, not 
of the meaning of the common and unwritten, but of the 
ſtatute and written law, replete with all the jeſuitical doctrine of 
mental reſervation, and of the aſſumption of legiſlative puwer, by 
the two houſes of parliament ; replete with all the republican priu- 
ciples of the reign of Charles the firſt. 

He ſaid he would ſupport a ſhort money bill. He obſerved, 
that all the independent members in that houſe were for it, except 
one or two. He defended it on the footing that the prorogation, 
and the arts afterwards uſed to delay the appointment of a regent, 
had not given time to examine the accounts. That we ought not 
to give new ſupplies to a government ſtrongly charged with jobbing 
and extravagance, until we had examined into their adminiſtra- 
tion of the 0:4; that the houſe of commons ought not to give 
ſupplies with their uſual liberality to a government that had in- 

You; 1.4, & 
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ſulted them. That it had been infinuated, that the power of re- 
fuſing the ſupplies was loſt to the houſe, in conſequence of the 
French treaty, and the mode of making up the reſolutions in the 
committee of ſupply. The dangerous and dreadful infinuation 
ought to be refuted by an example. But above all, he urged the 
ridiculous fituation in which we ſhould be, if the lord heutenant 
was ſuffered, by putting a rapid end to the ſeſſion, to obtain an 
uncontrouled power, of oppoſing and contemning the reſolutions 
of the two houſes, and perhaps refuſing to ubey the regent ap- 
pointed by the houſes. A dangerous fituation ; for then the 
prudence and wiſdom of parliament not being collected, to take 
cool and neceſſary meaſures, the chief governor might be com- 
mitted with the nation at large, who certainly would ſupport the 
act of their repreſentatives. | : 

He concluded by obſerving, that to keep a check on the execu- 
tive power might do good. and never could do harm, If it was 
an ei ror it was an innocent error—it was an error on the right ſide; 
an error in defence of the conſtitution in defence of the honour 
of the houſe—in ſupport of the conſlitutional meaſures already 
taken, in oppoſition to artful and deſigning men—an error pro- 
ceeding from ſtrong attachment and affection to the king's royal 
family. If that were error, he ſaid, he would ſay, as Tully ſaid 
c© the doctrines of immortality, and as ſome modern has ſaid of 
adoration of the fair—S: Hic fit error, lilenier erro, nec hunc erro- 

rem, quo delefor, mibi exiorquert volo. 


Mr. BxownLow ſaid he was very ſorry to hear the meaſures in 
which he had coincided attributed to factious motives, he was 
unconſcious of any ſuch influence upon his conduct; he thought 
the houſe, in refuſing to grant a ſupply to the eſtabliſhments for 
more than two months, had acted with no more than a neceſſary 
degree of caution; he had no perſonal diſlike to Lord Buckingham 
whatever, on the contrary, he entertained an high reſpe& for 
him; but if he ſhould negle& to uſe the powers which the conſti- 
tuticn had undoubtedly placed in the hands of the crown, he muſt 
be ſuppoſed to act upon different principles from thoſe which would 
direct the conduct of any other man in his ſituation. He could 
not, he ſaid, forget the conduct of Lord Townſhend, and he 
wiſhed to guard againſt a repetition of it. As to the nalty idea 
that the right honourable gentleman had thrown out, it muft 


have originated in his own mind; he was perfectly unacquainted 
with it. 


Mr. SaunDERS0N ſaid that though great law authorities, who 
might be well ſuppoſed to underſtand the merits of the late queſ- 

tions, had kindly deſired gentlemen to follow their opinions, yet 
it might not be perfectly ſafe for the country. gentlemen to follow 
their advice, eſpecially where the known friends of the conſtitn- 
tion ſtood in oppoſition to thoſe authorities; he was, therefore, 


1789.7 DEK EG 195 


proud of acting with the friends of the conſtitution, and conſult- 
ing his own underſtanding; he had thought it his duty hitherto 
to vote agaiuſt the opinion of lawyers, and would, on the preſent 
occaſion, ſupport Mr. Grattan's amendment. 


Mr. GxArrax ſaid he thought it neceſſary to make ſome ob- 
ſervation on the charges of faction ſo liberally thrown out by the 
right honourable gentleman. Againſt whom were thoſe charges 
made? Againſt the lords and commons of Ireland who had 
voted an addreſs to the Prince of Wales-—againſt the lords and 
commons of Ireland that ſupported the conſtitution of this coun- 
try againſt the lords and commons of Ireland who cenſured Lord 
Buckingham, when he maligned their conduct, and oppoſed them 
in the exerciſe of their undoubted privileges. He was altontſhed 
that the right honourable gentleman ſhould venture to throw out 
theſe charges; he was ftill more aſtoniſhed at the calm temper 
with which gentlemen received them; but their moderation was 
honourable, their calmneſs was dignity. 

The right honourable gentleman had ſaid, that the meaſure of 
a two months money bill could not be ſupported on the ground of 
economy; and blained, as a meaſure of faction, an attempt to 
prevent the exerciſe of the undoubted prerogative of the crown, 
in diſſolving or proroguing parliament. Did the right honourable 
gentleman recolle&, that if ſuch was the undoubted prerogative 
of the crown, the undoubted prerogative of parliament was to 
grant or withhold the people's money, as they judged moſt con- 
ducive to the people's welfare; and if they thought that the crown 
might be adviſed to abuſe its prerogative, they were warranted in 
fencing againſt ſuch abuſe? For, if his excellency ſhould be per- 
ſuaded that parliament ated upon a naſty principle of faction, 
much was to be apprehended, and it would be puſillauimous in 
| parliament not to guard againſt an improper exerciſe of the prero- 

gatives of the crown. 55 

The right honourable gentleman had alluded to a report which, 
he ſaid, was current through the town, as to a paper containing 
ſeveral names. If, ſaid he, ſuch a paper does exiſt, if it is founded 
on a principle of honour that binds man to man, if it is founded 
on a principle of ſecuring the rights of parliament, and the pri- 
vilege of uninfluenced voting inviolate, then ſuch a paper is not 


ouly honourable but meceſſary; and if, by the language thrown 


out, any man ſhall be prevented from entering into ſuch an 
aſſociation, he muſt feel a want of ſpirit, and fink in his own 
eſteem. | | 

As to our having quarrelled with the lord lieutenant, continued 
he, the right honourable gentleman has ſtated a wrong poſition ; 
it was not we that quarrelled with the lord lieutenant, it was the 
jord lieutenant that quarrelled with us, and it was wiſe to preveut 
him from carrying a meaſure of revenge into execution, 

O 2 
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The ArroxxEY GENERAL.—Sir, I never did accuſe the two 
houſes of faction; my aſſertion, which I do ſtill maintain, is, that 
any meaſure founded in reſentment, is founded in faction; but I am 
ſure the two houſes are not influenced by ſuch a motive. I am 
however happy to find that my right honourable friend bows 
down to the deciſion of a majority of the two houſes. The 
right honourable gentleman ſpeaks of a paper with names ſigned 
to it. Sir, I did not ſpeak of a paper, I ſpoke of a report, 
which I looked upon as a vile calumny; I ſpoke of a com- 
bination ſimilar to that of the white-boys, for which many a 
wretch has been whipped at the cart's tail; but I ſpoke of it as 
a thing I did not helieve, and as a thing I never ſhall-beheve till 
I ſee the paper mentioned by the right honourable gentleman ; 
for I think it is impoſſible that noble and honourable perſonages 
ſhould diſgrace their names by ſuch a conſpiracy. 


Mr. Hape ſaid he ſhould eſteem it as the pride of his life 
to act in uniformity with ſome particular perſons. He vindi- 
cated the conduct of thoſe who ſupported the preſent meaſures 
from any motive of faction, as the perſons who ſupported thoſe 
meaſures were reſpectable both for their great property and 
extenſive parliamentary connections. | 


Mr. Pazsons expreſſed his diſapprobation of lmiting the ſup- 
Ply to two months; and as to the combination which it was ſup- 
poſed had been formed againſt the government of the country, 
and which the right honourable member [Mr. Grattan] defended, 
he ſaid, if the object of the paper which had been ſubſcribed was 
ſuch as the right honourable member deſcribed, namely, to 
protect the privileges of parliament, it ought to be produced, 
that every member might concur in it; but if he declined 
even ſtating the import of it to the houſe, the public muſt 
conclude, that it was as common fame had reported, the combi- 
nation of a faction to keep themſelves in place and power, however 
or by whom the government ſhould be conducted; and that ſuch 
a combination, and on ſo faQtious a principle, was never heard of 


before in England or in Ireland. 


On the queſtion being put that the committee do agree to 
Mr. Grattan's amendment, a diviſion took place. 


Ayes for the amendment, — 65 
Noes, — — 50 


The chairman reported progreſs, and the houſe adjourned. 


Frivay, FEBRUARY 27, 1789. | 


Mr. Mason reported from the committee of the whole houſe, 
to whom it was referred to conſider of ways and means for raiſ- 
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ing the ſupply granted to his majeſty, the following reſolutions, 
which were agreed to by the houſe : 


Reſolved, 'That it is the opinion of this committee, 
That towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his majeſty, the 


ſeveral additional and other rates, duties and impoſitions herein 
after mentioned ſhall be raiſed, levied, collected and paid to his 
majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, from the 25th day of March, 
1789, to the 25th day of May, 1789, incluſive. 


That a duty be laid on all beer, ale and porter which ſhall be 
imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, except 
from France or the French dominions in Europe, after the rate 
of 48. 1d. for every thirty-two gallons, and fo in proportion far 
any greater or leſs quantity; to be paid down in ready mon 
net, without diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu and full fa- 
tisfaction of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe payable thereon by vir- 
tue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this kings 
dom. 


That a duty of 6d. be laid on every pound of green tea, and 
4d. on every pound of black bohea tea, and other teas which 
ſhall be imperted into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, 
in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, exciſe or other duties 
payable for the ſame by any act or acts of parliament heretofore 
made in this kingdom. | 


That a further additional duty be laid on all teas imported into 
this kingdom, which ſhall have been purchaſed at the Eaſt India 
company's ſales in London for an higher price than 4s. Britiſh per 
pound, at the rate of 1d. per pound weight, for every 6d. that 
ſhall be paid for the ſame, over and above the ſum of 4s. Britiſh 
at the ſyles above-mentioned, during the time aforeſaid ; the 
price of the teas to be inſerted in the cockets, and to be further 
aſcertained by a reference to the ſale-books of the Ealt-India 
company, which the commiſſioners of the revenue are required 
to procure from time to time, for the purpoſes above-mentioned. 


That an additional duty of 6d. per yard be laid on all chintzes, 
callicoes and muſlins of the manufacture of China, Perſia, and 
the Eaſt- Indies, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom dur- 
ing the time aforeſaid. | 


That a further additional duty of 6d. be laid on every yard of 
callico and muſlin which ſhall be imported into this kingdom 
during the time aforeſaid, except of the manufacture of France, 
or the French dominions in Europe. 


That an additional duty of 18. 6d. per yard be laid on all ſorts 
of ſilks and ſtuffs made or manufactured ia Perſia, China or the 
Eaſt-Indies, which ſhall, be imported into this kingdom during 
the time aforeſaid. | | 
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That an additional duty of 41. ſterling per pound weight be 


Hid on all velvets and manufactures made of or mixed with ſilk, 
except thoſe of Great Britain, China, Perſia and the Eaſt In- 


dies, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time 
aforeſaid. 


That an additional duty of 15d. per pound weight be laid upon 
all hops which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the 
time aforeſaid from Great Britain. | 


That an additional duty of 1s. per ream be laid on every ream 
of paper (except brown, blue and preſſing paper) which ſhall be 
imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, except of 
the mauufacture of Great Britain. 


That a duty of 18. per pack be laid upon all painted or play- 
ing cards which ſhall be imported into this kingeom during the 
time aforeſaid. 


That an additional duty of 6d. per gallon be laid upon all lin- 
ſeed oil which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the 
time aforeſaid, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quan- 
tity. | : 

That the following additional duties be laid on all damaſk tow- 
elling, napkins or cloths made of flax or hemp, imported into 
this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, not being of the manu. 
facture of Great Britain, France or the French dominions in 
Europe; that is to ſay, a duty of 6d. per yard on all ſuch goods 
at or under one yard wide, and of 18 per yard on all ſuch goods 


from one yard to eight quarters wide, and 28. per yard on all 
ſuch goods above eight quarters wide. 


That from and after the 25th day of March, 1789, the full 
duties which have been or thail be paid on the import of any 
goods, wares or merchandizes, except where it ſhall be other- 
wiſe provided this ſeſſion of parliament, fhall be fully repaid for 
ſuch as ſhall be exported by any: merchant within three years after 
import to any place whatever, | 


 'Fhat all duties of cuitoms inwards, import exciſe, and all 
other duties whatſoever payable on the import of any goods, 
wares and merchandizes, during the time aforeſaid, ſhall be paid 
down inready money net, without any diſcount or allowance for 
pflompt payment, 

That for and upon all goods, wares and merchandizes which 
ſhall be imported into this kingdom duriug the time aforeſaid, ex- 
cept ſugars, by any perſon being a retailer or conſumer, there 
ſhall be paid in ready money net, without diſcount or allowance 
for prompt payment, an additional duty after the rate of 6l. per 
centum on the duties payable thereon reſꝑectively, over and above 
the full amount of ſuch duties, except tlie following articles, be- 


.. 
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ing the growth, produce or manufacture of France, or the French 
dominions in Europe, viz. beer, hardware, cutlery, cabinet ware 
and turnery ; manufactures of iron, ſteel, copper and braſs ; cot- 
tons; woollens, knit or wove, including hoſiery; cambricks and 
lawns; linens made of flax or hemp; ſadlery ; gauzes; millinery, 
made of muſlin, lawn, cambrick or gauze; porcelain, earthen- 
ware and pottery ; glaſs and glaſs ware. | 


That a duty of 208. per ton be laid upon every ton of ſoap- 
boilers waſte and manure, and of 3]. per ton on every ton of linen 
rags, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity which 
ſhall be exported out of this kingdom during the time aforeſaid. 


That an additional duty of 6d. per hide be laid upon every raw 
and untafined hide which ſhall be exported out of this kingdom 
during the time aforeſaid to any place except Great Britain. 


That a duty of 40s. be laid on every one hundred pounds weight 
of gunpowder not being of Britiſh manufacture, which ſhall be 
imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid. 


That a duty of 15s. per ton be laid on all vinegar being of 
Britiſh manufacture, and an additional duty of 51. 6s. per ton 
upon all other vinegar, which ſhall be imported into this king- 
dom during the time aforeſaid ; the ſaid duty of 15s. to be in lieu 
and full ſatisfaction of all duties payable thereon by virtue of any 
act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 


That an additional duty of 208. ſterling be laid on every hun- 
dred weight of treacle which ſhall be imported into this kingdom 
during the time aforeſaid. 


That an additional duty of 6d. per yard be laid upon all foreign 
ſtuffs called romals, and all manufactures made of cotton, or of 
cotton and linen mixed, whether plain, painted, or ſtained, which 
ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, 
except of the manufacture of Great Britain, France or tlie 
French dominions in Europe. 


That the 6d. per pound and all other fees which ſhall or may 
be payable to the vice-treaſurer or vice-treaſurers, receiver or pay 
maſter general, clerk of the pells, or any other officer or officers 
of Rſs, 7 20 for or on account of the iſſuing or payment of 
any ſum or ſums which ſhall be received for, or on account of the 
ſaid ſeveral aids hereby granted to his majeſty, or for or upon iſſu- 
ing any ſum or ſums of money which ſhall or may be borrowed 
purſuant to any act of parliament. or vote of credit this ſeſſion of 


parliament, be applied towards railing the ſupply granted to his 
majeſty. | 


That a further additional duty of 5l. per centum be laid upon 
all china, earthen, japanned or laquered ware, as valued or rated 


for cuſtom by the book of rates, which ſhall be imported into 
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this kingdom during the time aforeſaid ; and alſo an additional 
duty, aſter the rate of 10l. per centum on the ſeveral goods and 
manufactures, not being of the growth, produce or manufaQure 
of Great Britain, hereinafter named, as the ſame now ſtand 
rated for cuſtom in the book of rates, or if unrated ſhall be va- 
lued on oath of the importer, which ſhall be imported into this 
kingdom during the time aforeſaid, over and above all other du- 


ties now payable for the ſame, viz. apparel, apples, bacon and 


hams, beads of glaſs, chocolate, cocoa nuts, cork, capers, cloves, 
currants, cheſnuts, walnuts, fmall nuts, bugles, hulled barley, 
_ artificial flowers, willinery wares, pearl barley, fans, hats (chip 

and ſtraw), anchovies, ſturgeon, pins, wrought ivory, olives, 
onions, prints and pictures, mace, nutmegs, wrought inkle, 
drugs (not being for dyers uſe), elephants teeth, furs, all laquer- 
ed, japanned, gilt, painted, bronzed and op ware, gloves 
of all ſorts, almonds, anniſeeds, cinnamon, liquorice, pepper, 
piamento, pruens, raiſins, rice, ſaſſron, ſuccards, ſuccus liquo- 
ritiæ, needles, thimbles, outnal thread, ſiſters thread, whited 
brown thread, and all other threads, haberdaſhery, china and 
earthen ware, hardware, toys, mermits, iron pots, ſciſſars, 
ſnuff, tyles, ſhot, laces of cotton, thread, worſted or ſilk, 
groceries of all kinds (except ſugars), oranges and lemons, lime, 
lemon and orange juice (not being for dyers uſe), tape, 
foreign linens, and all manufactures of flax and hemp, except the 
following articles, being of the growth, produce or manufacture 
of France or the French dominions in Europe, viz. apparel made 
of woollen, cotton or linen, glaſs and glaſs ware, gauzes and 
' millivery wares, earthen ware, porcelain and pottery, hard-ware, 
_ cutlery, cabinet-ware and turnery, manufactures of iron, ſteel, 
copper and braſs, and all linens made of flax and hemp. 


That a duty of 13d. be laid on every pound weight of oil and 
ſpirits of turpentine which ſhall be imported into this kingdom 


during the time aforeſaid, and ſo in proportion for auy greater or 


leſs quantity; the ſaid duty to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of 
any other duties payable thereon by my law or laws heretofore 
made in this kingdom, 


That for and upon all rofin which ſhall be imported into this 
kingdom during the time aforeſaid, of the product of any of the 
dominions or plantations belonging to his majeſty, a duty be laid 
of 18. 7d. for every one hundred weight thereof; but if not of 
the product of any of the dominions or plantations aforeſaid, and 
imported in ſhips built and navigated according to law, then a 
duty of 28. 5 d. for every one hundred weight thereof, or if im- 
ported in any foreign built ſhip or veſſel, a duty of 28. 6 d for 
every one hundred weight thereof, and ſo in proportion for any 

eater or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to be in lieu and full ſatiſ- 
Fact ction of all other duties payable thereon by any wor laws now 
in force in this kingdom. 


* 


1789. DB ED AT EM 201 


That a duty of 108. per barrel be laid upon all herrings which 
ſhall be imported into this kingdom, except Britiſh herrings, dur- 
ing the time aforeſaid. | 


That an additional duty of 3d. per pound weight be laid on all 
chocolate and cocoa nuts which ſhall be imported into this king- 
dom during the time aforeſaid. : 


That an additional duty of 21. 10s. for every one hundred 
pounds weight thereof, be laid on all iron wire which ſhall be 
imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, not being 
of the manufacture of Great Britain, France, or the French do- 
minions in Europe. | 


That an additional duty of 2s. the barre] for and upon every 
thirty-two gallons of beer or ale above the price of 68. the barrel, 
and 4d. the barrel for and upon every thirty-two gallons of beer 
or ale of the price of 6s. the barrel or under, brewed within this 
kingdom during the time aforeſaid by any common brewer, or in 
his veſſels by any other perſon or perſons who doth, or do, or 
ſhall ſell or tap out beer or ale publickly or privately, ſuch gallon 
to contain two hundred and ſeventy-two cubical inches and one- 
fourth part of a cubical inch, be paid by the common brewer, or 
by ſuch perſon or perſons reſpectively who ſhall brew, ſell or tap 
out the ſame ; and ſo proportionably for any greater or leſs quan- 
tity. 

That during the time aforeſaid a duty be laid upon all malt made 
in this kingdom, after the rate of 28. 6d. for each barrel, and ſo 
in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity. 


That an additional duty be laid upon all malt imported into 
this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, after the rate of 28. 6d. 
by the barrel, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity. 


That towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his majeſty, the 
ſeveral additional and other rates, duties and impoſitions herein- 
after mentioned ſhall be raiſed, levied, collected and paid to his 
majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, from the 25th day of March, 
1789, to the 25th day of March, 1790, incluſive. 


That an additional duty of 10d. per gallon for and upon every 
gallon of aqua vitz, ſtrong waters or ſpirits made or diſtilled 
within this kingdom for ſale, be paid by the firſt maker or diſtiller 
thereof during the time aforeſaid. - 


That an additional duty of 8d. per gallon be laid upon every 
gallon of brandy, * waters and ſpirits perfectly made, and 
of ſpirits made and diſtilled of wine, not above proof, that ſhall 
be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, and fo 
proportionably for any greater or leſs quantity; and for every 
gallon of foreign ſpirits above the quality of ſingle ſpirits which 
ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, an 
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additional duty ſhall be paid for ſuch ſpirits, and ſhall be charged 
thereon in proportion to the duties payable for ſingle ſpirits of 
the ſame denomination, according to the comparative degree of 
firength which ſuch ſpirits ſo to be imported ſhall bear to ſingle 
ſpirits of the ſame denomination. 


That a further additional duty of 10. per gallon be laid on all 
rum or other ſpirits of the gowth and produce of his majeſty's 
ſagar colonies in America, waich ſhall be imported into this king- 
dom during the time aforeſaid. | 


That a further additional duty of 18. 8d. per gallon be laid 
on all brandy, geneva, and all other ſpirits which ſhall be im- 
ported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, except 
ſpirits of the growth and produce of his Majeſty's ſugar colonies 
in America, over and above all other duties now payable for the 


That an additional duty of 6d. per pack be laid on all painted 
cr playing cards which ſhall be manufactured or vended in this 
kingdom during the time aforeſaid, over and above the preſeat 
duty now payable for the ſame. 


That there ſhall be paid for and upon all French wines which 
hall be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, if 
filled and imported ſubject to aliens duty, a duty of 36L 48. 10.4.4. 
if filled and imported not ſubject to aliens duty, a duty of 
35l. —8. 47 d. if uufilled and imported ſubject to aliens duty, a 
duty of 33l. 148. 1 d. if unfilled and imported not ſubject to 
aliens duty, a duty of 32l. 128. — 2d. for every ton thereof, 
and ſo iu proportion for any greater or leſs quantity. | 


That for and upon every 100l. value of beer, being the pro- 
duce and manufacture of the European dominions of the French 
king, which ſhall be imported directly from thence into this king- 
dom during the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of either coun- 
try or Britiſh built, owned and navigated according to law, there 
ſhall be paid a duty of 30l. and ſo in proportion for any greater 
or leſs value. 


That for and upon every thirty-two gallons of beer, being the 
produce and manufatme of the European dominions of the 
French king, which ſhall be imported directly from thence into 
this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of 
cither country or Britiſh built, owned and navigated according to 
law, there ſhall be paid a further duty of 4s. 1d. and ſo in pro- 
portion for any greater orleſs quantity. 


That for and upon every 1ocl. value of cabinet ware and 
turnery, and inſtruments of muſic, being the manufacture of 
the European dominions of the French king, which ſhall be im- 

ported directly from thence into this kingdom during the time 
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aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of either country or Britiſh built, 
owned and navigated according to law, there ſhall be paid a duty 
of 10l. and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs value. 


That for and upon every 100l. value of all articles made of 
iron or ſteel ſeparately or mixed, or worked or mounted with 
other ſubſtances, ſuch articles being of the manufacture of the 
European dominions of the French king, which ſhall be imported 
directly from thence into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, 
in ſhips of the built of either country or Britiſh built, owned and 
navigated according to law, and not exceeding in value 21. 148. 2d. 
Iriſh currency the hundred weight, there ſhall be paid a duty of 


51. and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs value. 


That for and upon every 100l. value of articles made of iron 
and ſteel ſeparately or mixed, or worked or mounted with other 
ſubſtances, ſuch articles being of the manufacture of the Euro- 
pean dominions of the French king, which ſhall be imported 

directly from thence into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, 
in ſhips of the built of either country or Britiſh built, owned 
and navigated according to law, and exceeding in value the ſum 
of 21. 14s. 2d. Iriſh currency the hundred weight, and for and 
upon every 100l. value of all buttons, buckles, ſciſſars, knives, 
and other articles of hardware and cutlery ; and for and upon 
every 100l. value of all articles made of copper and braſs ſepa- 
rately, or worked or mounted with other ſubſtances, ſuch ar- 
ticles being the manufacture of the European dominions of the 
French king, and imported as aforeſaid, there ſhall be paid a duty 
of 1ol. and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs value. | 


That for and upon every 100l. value of cottons and woollens, 
knit or wove, including hofiery, being of the manufacture of 
the European dominions of the French king, which ſhall be im- 
ported directly from thence into this kingdom during the time 
aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of either country or Britiſh built, 
owned and navigated according to law, there ſhall be paid a 
duty of 121. and fo in proportion for any greater or leſs va- 
lue. 


That for and upon all cambricks of the manufacture of the 
European dominions of the French king, which ſhall be im- 
ported directly from thence into this kingdom during the time 
aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of either country or Britiſh built, 
owned and navigated according to law, in demi pieces not ex- 
ceeding ſeven yards and three-fourths of a yard in length each, 
there ſhall be paid for every ſuch demi piece of ſuch cambrick 
not exceeding ſeven-eighths of a yard in breadth, or not being 
above the value of 21. 148. 2d. Iriſh currency, a duty of 58. 5d. 
but if ſuch demi piece ſhall exceed ſeven-cighths of a yard in 
breadth, or ſhall be above the value of 21. 14s. 2d. Iriſh cur- 
rency, then a duty after the rate of 10l. for every 1col. value of 
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all ſuch cambrick ſo imported in demi pieces, and ſo in propor- 
tion for any greater or leſs value. | 


That for and upon all lawns of the manufacture of the Euro- 
pean dominions of the French king, which ſhall be imported di- 
realy from thence into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, in 
ſhips of the built of either country or Britiſh built, owned and 
navigated according to law, in demi pieces not exceediny ſeven 
yards and three-fourths of a yard in length each, there fhall be 
paid for every ſuch demi piece of ſuch lawn not exceeding one 
yard and one quarter of a yard in breadth, or not being above the 
value of 21. 148. 2d. Iriſh currency, a duty of 5s. 5d. ; but if 
ſuch demi piece ſhall exceed one yard and a quarter in breadth, or 
ſhall be above the value of 2l. 148. 2d. then a duty after the 
rate of 10l. for every 100l. value of ſuch lawn ſo imported in demi 
pieces, and fo in proportion for any greater or leſs value. 


That for and upon all linens made of flax or hemp, of the ma- 
nufacture of the European dominions of the French king, which 
ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, the 
following duties ſhall be paid, that is to ſay, for and upon all da- 
maſk tabling, a duty of 10d. 25 3+ per yard; for and upon all 
damaſk towelling and napkining, a duty of 3d. 78 7+ per yard; 
for and upon all diaper tabling, a duty of 6d. 13,7 per yard; for 
and upon all diaper towelling and napkining, a duty of 2d. 2 ; 
per yard; for and upon all napkins, a duty after the rate of 
3s. 3d.3+ 2 for every dozen napkins; and for and upon all linens 
not otherwiſe herein enumerated and deſcribed, a duty of 4d. 5. F; 
for each ell thereof, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs 
quantity. | 

That there be paid for and upon all fail-cloth of the manufac- 
ture of the European dominions of the French king, which ſhall 
be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, a duty 
of 111. —8. 8d. for every 100l. value thereof, and ſo in propor- 
tion for any greater or leſs value, 


That for and upon every 100l. value of gauzes of all ſorts, be- 
ing of the manufacture of the European dominions of the French 
king, which ſhall be imported directly from thence into this king- 
dom during the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of either coun- 
try or Britiſh built, owned and navigated according to law, there 
ſhall be paid a duty of 1ol. and fo in proportion for any greater or 


leſs value. 


That for and upon every tool. value of porcelain; earthen ware 
and pottery, being the manufaQtures of the European dominions 
of the French king, which ſhall be imported dire&ly from thence 
into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built 
of either country or Britiſh built, owned and navigated according 
to law, there ſhall be paid a duty of 121. and ſo in proportion for 
any greater or leſs value. 

4 
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That for and upon every 1 col. value of plate glaſs or of glaſs 
ware, being of the manufacture of the European dominions of the 
French king, which ſhall be imported directly from thence into 
this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of 
either country or Britiſh built, owned and navigated according to 
law, there ſhall be paid a duty of 121. and fo in proportion for 
any greater or leſs value. J 


That for and upon every 100l value of ſadlery, being of the 
manufacture of the European dominions of the French king, 
which ſhall be imported directly from thence into this kingdom 
during the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of either country 
or Britiſh built, owned and navigated according to law, there 


ſhall be paid a duty of 151. and ſo in proportion for any greater 
or leſs value. 


That for and upon every 100l. value of millinery made of 
muſlins, lawis, cambricks or gauzes of any kind, or of any 
other article ſpecified in the foregoing reſolutions, being of the 
European dominions of the French king, which ſhall be imported 
directly from thence into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, 
in ſhips of the built of either country or Britiſh built, owned and 
navigated according to law, there ſhall be paid a duty of 121. 
and fo in proportion for any greater or leſs value. 


That for and upon all other articles uſed in millinery, being of 
the manufacture of the European dominions of the French king, 
which ſhall be imported directly from thence into this kingdom 
during the time aforeſaid, in ſhips of the built of either country or 
Britiſh built, owned and navigated according to law, not being 
ſpecified in the foregoing reſolutions, duties ſhall be paid as low 


as are or may be payable on the like articles imported from any 
other foreign European nation. | 


That the ſaid ſeveral duties be paid down in ready money net, 
without diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu and full ſatisfac- 
tion of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe payable on the ſaid articles 


reſpectively by virtue of any law or laws heretofore made in this 
kingdom. 


That all goods, wares and merchandizes, being of the growth, 
produce or manufacture of the European dominions of the French 
king, not ſpecified in the foregoing reſolutions, may be imported 
directly from thence into this Elaglom during the time aforeſaid, 
in ſhips of the built of either country or Britiſh built, owned and 
navigated according to law, on payment of duties as low as are 


Payable on the like articles imported from any other foreign na- 
tion, 


That a duty of 18. 3d. be laid upon every pound of raw filk, 
not being the produce of America, which ſhall be imported into 
this kingdom from any place whatſoever, during the time afore- 
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ſaid : the ſaid duty to be in lieu and full fatisfation of all cuſ- 
tom, excife and other duties whatſoever payable for the ſame, by 
virtue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this 
kingdom. | | 


That during the time aforeſaid, an allowance be paid on the 
exportation of all ribbands or ſtuffs made in this kingdom of ſilk 
only, at the rate of 3s. the pound weight, avoirdupoiſe; and of 
all ſilks and ribbands made in this kingdom of filk mixed with 
gold and filver, after the rate of 4s. per pound weight; and of all 
ſilk ſtockings, ſilk gloves, fringes, laces, ſtitching and ſewing ſilk, 
made in this kingdom, after the rate of 1s. 3d. per pound weight; 
and of all ftuffs made in this kingdom of filk and grogram yarn, 
after the rate of 8d, per pound weight ; and of all ſtuffs made in 
this kingdom of filk mixed with inkle or cotton, after the rate 
of 1s. the pound weight; and of all ſtuffs made in this king- 
dom of filk and worſted, after the rate of 6d, per pound weight ; 
and of all wrought or manufactured gold or ſilver plate, made 
in this kingdom, after the rate of 6d. for every ounce weight. 


That for and upon all ſpeckle wood of the growth of Africa 
which ſhall be imported into this kingdom from thence, during 
the time aforeſaid, there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, 
without diſcount or allowance, a duty of 48. 9 fd. for every 
hundred weight thereof; and if imported from Great Britain a 
duty of 48. 5 r: d. for every one hundred weight, and ſo in pro- 
portion for any greater or leſs quantity thereof ; the ſaid duties to 
be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe pay- 
able thereon by virtue of any law or laws heretofore made in this 
kingdom; and that upon the export thereof within three years af. 
ter import, there ſhall be allowed and repaid a drawback of equal 
amount to the duties reſpectively charged hereby on the import of 
ſuch ſpeckle wood. | 


That for and upon all beaver ſkins of the produce of the Britiſh 
plantations in America, which ſhall be imported into this king- 
dom during the time aforeſaid, there ſhall be paid down in ready 
money net, without diſcount or allowance, a duty after the rate of 
9s. —!d. for every five ſcore of ſkins, and ſo in proportion for 
any greater or leis number, in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all 
cuſtom, duties and exciſe payable thereon by virtue of any act 
or acts of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 


That for and upon all beaver wool, cut and combed, the pro- 
duce and manufacture of the ſaid plantations, which ſhall be im- 
ported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, there ſhall be 
paid down in ready money net, without diſcount or allowance, 
a duty after the rate of 178. 105d. for every pound weight 
thereof, in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtom and ex- 
ciſe payable thereon, by any act or acts of parliament heretofore 
made in this kingdom, and lo in proportion tor ary greater or les 


1789.) DE BB AF I 26 207 


quantity; and that the ſaid duty ſhall be fully drawn back and 


repaid on due exportation thereof within three years after impor- 


That for and upon all cotton wool of the growth ar produce 
of the Britiſh plantations in America or the Weſt Indies, which 
ſhall be exported from this kingdom during the time aforeſaid in 
any other than Britiſh or Iriſh ſhipping, there ſhall be paid down 
in ready money net, without diſcount or allowance, a duty after 
the rate of 51, 198. 2d. for every tool. value thereof, and fo in 
proportion for any greater or leſs value, in lieu and full ſatisfac- 
tion of all duties and cuſtom payable on the ſame by virtue of 
any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 


'That for and upon all beaver wombs which ſhall have been im- 
ported from the ſaid plantations or ſettlements, and which ſhall be 
afterwards exported from this kingdom, during the time aforeſaid, 
there ſhall be paid down 1n ready money net, without diſcount or 
allowance, a duty after the rate of gl. —8. 6?d. for every five 
ſcore pounds weight thereof, and ſo in proportion for any greater 
or leſs quantity, in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties and euſ- 


tom payable thereon by virtue of any act or acts of parliament 
heretofore made in this kingdon. 


That for and upon every piece of white woollen cloth, called 
broad cloth, of the manufacture of Ireland, which {hall be ex- 
ported from this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, to any of the 
ſaid plantations or ſettlements, there ſhall be paid down in ready 
money net, without diſcount or allowance, a duty of 5s. 11d. 
and fo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity, in lieu and 
full ſatisfaction of all duties and cuſtom payable thereon by virtue 
of any act or acts of parliament made in this kingdom, except 


the alnage duty. | 


That from and after the 25th day of March, 1789, no cuſtom, 
ſubſidy or duty whatſcever ſhall be payable on the export to any 
place whatſoever of logwood of the growth or produce of the 
Britiſh ſettlements in America or the Weſt Indies, provided the 
fame be exported in Britiſh or Iriſh ſhipping ; or upon any lead 
ore exported to Great Britain. 


That the ſeveral ſubfidies, duties and cuſtoms, except the alnage 
duties, heretofore payable upon the export of any goods and 
merchandizes of the growth, product or manufacture of this 
kingdom, be taken off, except on ſkins, hides of all ſorts, coney 
hair or wool, hares* wool, hair of all ſorts, horns, live cattle of 
all ſorts, aſhes, bacon, beef, pork, butter, greaſe, guts, hogs 
lard, tallow, tongues, bones not manufactured, flax-ſeed, hemp- 
ſeed, linen yarn, linen rags or ſhreds, rape cakes, ſoaper's hn | 


or other manure, unwrought tin, weld, wax or woad, and pro- 
viſions of all ſorts. 
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That no ſubſidy, cuſtom or duty whatſoever ſhall be raiſed, 
levied or paid on the export of any goods or merchandizes, the 
product or manufacture of this kingdom, to the Britiſh plantati- 
ons in America, the Weſt Indies, or the Britiſh fettlements on 
the coaſt of Africa, except on the ſeveral articles mentioned in 
the foregoing reſolution, and on iron and iron wares, leather tanned, 
dreſſed or tawed, ſhreds and points of leather, pelts, vellum and 
parchment, ſoap, hops, allum, lead, lead ore, copperas, coals, wool 
cards, white woollen cloth, lapis calaminaris, glue, and litharge 
of lead. | 


That from and after the 25th day of March, 1789, no cuſtom, 
duties or ſubſidy whatever ſhall be payable on the importation of 
any wood called ebony, being the growth or produce of A frica, 
imported directly from thence or from Great Britain; any un- 
wrought timber, or timber lumber of the growth or produce of 
America or the Weſt Indies; any wrought timber, not being 

a maſt, yard or bowſprit ; any wood or plank, being the growth 
or produce of America or the Welt Indies, and imported from 
thence or from Great Britain; any cotton wool, indigo, cochineal, 
Brazil or Fernambuca wood, logwood, Brazilletto or Jamaica 
wood, Nicaragua wood, red or Guinea wood, ſapan wood, ma- 
hogany or other wood, the product of America or the Weſt In- 
dies; any wood for dyers uſe imported from any place, except 
ſpeckle wood of the growth of Africa; any whale fins, train 
oil or blubber, the produce of whales taken or caught in any part 
of the ocean by and imported in any ſhip or veſſel belonging 
to any of his majeſty's ſubjects in this kingdom, Great Britain, 
Guernſey, Jerſey, or the Iſle of Man; any raw or undreſſed goat 
ſkins imported in Britiſh or Iriſh ſhips, navigated according to 
law, from any port or place whatever; any raw or undreſſed ſeal 
ſkins taken by the crews of veſſels belonging to and fitted out 
from this kingdom, Great Britain, Jerſey, Guernſey or the 
Iſle of Man, whereof the captain or maſter and three-fourths 
of the mariners at the leaſt are his majeſty's ſubjects, or by per- 

ſons employed by the maſter or owner of ſuch veſſels; any raw 
ilk of the growth or culture of his majeſty's colonies and 
plantations in America; any pig or bar iron made in America, 
and imported from thence or from Great Britain ; any ſago powder 
or vermicelli imported from America; any raw or undreſſed hides 
of ſteers, cows or other cattle whatever, except of horſes, mares 
or geldings, imported from America or from Great Britain, being 
the produce of America; or any undreſſed hemp or flax, being 
the produce of Great Britain, and imported from thence ; or any 
undreſſed hemp or flax from any place whatever; any law, ſtatute 
or uſage to the contrary notwithſtanding. | 


That all goods, wares and merchandizes imported from the 
Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, ſhall pay the ſame, 
and no other duties as the like goods, imported from the Bri- 
tiſh plantations in America, ſhall be ſubje& to, except where 


. 
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it is otherwiſe particularly provided ; and that a like amount of 
duty be drawn back on their cxportation from this kingdom. 


That from and after the 25th day of March, 1789, all duties 
whatever paid on the importation of any callicoes or muſlins, ſhall 
be fully drawn back and repaid, on due exportation to any Britiſh 
ſettlement ou the coaſt of Africa; and if ſuch callico be exported to 
Africa without having been printed, ſtained, painted or dyed in 
Great Britain, the exporter ſtall be paid, over and above the 
ſaid duties, after the rate of 21. 33. 4d. for every 100l. value 
thereof, according to the groſs price at which ſuch goods ſhall 
have been publicly fold at the Eaſt India Company! s ſales, 
and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs value; and if ſuch 
callicoes he exported to any Britiſh plantation in America or the 
Weſt Indies, without having been printed, painted, ſtained or 
dyed in Great Britain, fo much of the duties paid on the impor- 
tation ſhall be retained as ſhall amount to 21. 198. 7d. upon every 
ſuch 100l. value thereof, according to the groſs price at which 
ſuch ſhall have been publicly ſold at the Eaſt India Company's ſales, 
and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs value; and if ſuch 
callicoes ſhall have been printed, ſtained, painted or dyed in Great 
Britain, and ſhall be exported to the Britiſh plantations in Ame- 
rica or the Welt Indies, ſo much of the duties paid on importa- 
tion ſhall be retained as ſhall amount to 5]. 2s. 11d, upon every 
'1o0l. value thereof, according to the groſs price at which ſuch 
2 ſhall have been publicly ſold at the Eaſt India Company's 


ales, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs value. 


That on the exportation of tea to any Britiſh colony or plan- 
tation in America or the Weſt Indies, within three years from 
the importation thereof, the exporter {hell reccive a drawback of 
the whole of the duties paid upon the importation thereof; and 
on the exportation of tea to any Britiſh ſcttiement on the coaſt of 
Africa, ſo much of the duties paid upon importation ſhall be 
retained as ſhall amount to 131. 15s. 10d. upon every 100l. value 
thereof, according to the groſs price at which ſuch tea ſhall have 
been publicly ſold at the Eaſt India Company's ſales; and if the 
duties paid on the importation of ſuch teas, do not amount to the 
ſaid ſum of 131. 10s. 10d. for every ſuch icol. value, the ex- 
porter thereof ſhall pay a duty, which with the Cuties paid ypon 
the importation, ſhall amount to the ſaid ſum of 131. 10s. 10d. 
for every ſuch 100l. value. 


That for and upon the ſeveral articles mentioned in the annexed 
ſchedule, No. I. of the growth, product or manufacture of any 
of the Britiſh plantations in America or the Weſt Indies, anc 
which ſhall be imported thence or from Great Britain, during 
the time aforeſaid, the ſeveral duties reſpectively ſet forth in the 
ſaid ſchedule, upon the reſpective quantities contained and ex- 


preſſed in the faid ſchedule, and upon the exportation of th: 
Vor. IX. | P 
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goods, wares and merchandizes, the growth, product or manu- 
facture of this kingdom, mentioned in the ſaid ſchedule, to any 
of the ſaid Britiſh colonies or plantations, the ſeveral duties in 
the ſaid ſchedule mentioned, and ſo in proportion for any greater 
or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to be paid down in ready money 
net, and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtom 
and exciſe payable therecn, by virtue of any law or laws hereto- 
fore made in this kingdom ; and that upon the export of any ſuch 
goods, within three years after import, the ſeveral drawbacks in 
the ſaid ſchedule mentioned, and no other, ſhall be reſpectively 
allowed and repaid to the perſon or perſons exporting the ſame. 


ECHEDU LL k. No k 


A ſchedule of the net duties payable upon the importation into 
this kingdom of the ſeveral articles following, of the growth, 
product or manufacture of the Britiſh plantations in America 

or the Welt Indies, whether imported directly from the ſaid 
plantations or from Great Britain ; and the drawbacks to be 
allowed on the exportation thereof from this kingdom; alſo 
the net duties payable on the exportation of goods, wares and 
merchandize of the growth, product or manufacture of this 


kingdom, to the ſaid Britith plantations, 
Duty on im- Duty on im- 


portation purtation 
from Ame- from Great 
Shins and Furs, viz. rica or the Britain, and 


Weſt Indies, drawback 


on exporta- 
tion, 


J 


Armin, or Ermin ſkins, undreſſ- 
ed, the timber, containing 40 
ſkins - — 

Badger ſkins, undreſſed, the piece 

Bear ſkins, white, undreſſed, the 


FT 
— 
— 
— 
— 
| 
—— 
O 
— 
O 


piece = | = — 11 11 — 10 10 
Bear ſkins of any other colour, un- | 
—_ — r 
dreſſed, the piece {1 - 8 8 

Beaver wombs, the piece - _ I 


Buck or decr ſkins, undreſſed, and 
buck and deer \ſkins, Indian, 
half dreſſed, the ſkin = — — 2. 
Calabar ſkins, tawcd, the timber, 
containing 40 ſkins - — 2 51 — 2 2 
Calabar ſkins, untawed or undreſſ- 
ed, the timber, containing 40 
ſkins - - - whos il 115 a 92 


/ 
/ 
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Stins and Furs, &c. 


Calve ſkins, tanned, the pound 
Cat ſkins, undreſſed, the hundred 
ſkins - - 

Coney ſkins, the dozen - 

Deer ſkins, vide buck ſkins 

Dog fiſh ſkins, undreſſed, the dozen 

Dog ſkins, undreſſed, the * 

Elk ſkins, the ſkin 

Ermin, vide Armin. 

Fiſher ſkins, undreſſed, the piece 

Fitches, undreſſed, the timber, 

containing 40 ſkins - 

Fox ſkins, black, 3 the 
ſkin 

Fox ſkins of all hw forts, un- 
dreſſed, the ſkin - 

Goat ſkins, tanned, the dozen 

Hare ſkins, undreſſed, the 1 20 ſkins 

Huſſe ſkins, undreſſed, the ſkin 

Kid ſkins, dreſſed, the hundred, 


containing 5 ſcore - 
Kid ſkins in the hair, the hundred, 
containing 5 ſcore - 


Lamb ſkins, * in the * 
the 120 

Lamb ſkins, ed! in 3 the 
hundred, containing 5 ſcore 

Lamb ins, dreſſed in oil, the hun- 


dred, containing 5 ſcore 


Slink hk ſkins, undreſſed, in omg 


wool, 120 - 
Leopard ſkins, undreſſed, the vio 
Lion ſkins, undreſſed, the piece 


Martins or Martrons, undreſſed, 


the timber, containing 40 ſkins 
Martins or Martrons tails, undreſſ- 


ed, the 1200 » 
Mink ſkins, tawed, the timber, 
containing 40 ſkins - 


Pa 


Duty on im- 


portation 
from Ame- 
rica or the 


Weſt Indies. 
1 d. 
_ 
— a 
— — 322 
— 2 2 
— — 2. 
— p 
— 1 53 
— 3 113 
2 19 7 
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on exporta- 
tion. 
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Duty on im- Duty on im- 


portation portation 
from Ame- from Great 
Slins and Furs, &c. rica or the Britain, and 


Weſt Indies. drawback 
| on exporta- 
tion, 


| . 
Mink ſkins, untawed or undreſſed, 


the timber, containing 40 ſkins — 17 105 — 16 3 
Mole ſkins, undreſſed, the dozen — — 23 — — 7; 
Mooſe ſkins, undreſſed, the piece — 2 11S — 2 82 
Muſquaſh ſkins, undreſſed, the | 
hundred ſkins - — 14 104 — 13 6 
Otter ſkins, undreſſed, the piece — 1 61 — 1 47 
Ounce ſkins, undreſſed, the piece — 3 93 — 3 45 
Pantber ſkins, undreſſed, the piece — 5 1 I, — 5 5 
| Pelts of goats, dreſſed, the dozen — 2 114 — 2 8; 
Peelts of goats, undreſſed, the dos. — 1 53 — 1 44 
= : Pelts of all other ſorts, undreſſed, 
| the hundred - — 811 — 8 1; 
Racoon ſkins, undreſſed, the 100 
| ſkins - - — 14 103 — 13 6; 
| Sables, undreſſed, the timber, con- 
1 taining 40 ſkins - 8 18 9 8 2» 6 
E - 6 Sables tails, or tips of ſable, un- 
dreſfed, the piece - — — 77. — — 6; 
Sheep ſkins, undreſſed, in the wool, 
the dozen '. — — 105 — — 97 
Sheep ſkins, dreſſed in oil, the doz., — 5 1% — 2 8; 
Sheep ſkins, otherwiſe dreifed, the 
dozen - - — 2 8 — 1 93 
Squirrel ſkins, undrefled, vide Ca- 
labar ſkins, 
Swan ſkins, undreſſed, the piece — — 111 — — 105 
Tyger ſkins, undreſſed, the piece — 2 115 — 2 $85 
Weaſel ſkins, undreſſed, the 120 — — 11/4 — — 105 
Wolf ſkins, tawed, the piece — 8 115 — 8 17 
Wolf ſkins, untawed or undreſſed, | 
the piece - - — 6101 — 6 24 
Wolverings, undreſſed, the ſkin — 3 93 — 3 4; 


| Hides, viz. 
Cow or ox hides, tanned, the 
pound 5 — — 55 
Elk, vide ſkins. 
Of horſes, mares, or geldings, in 
the hair, the piece — — 91 — $3 


wtf 
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| Hides, VIZ. 


Of horſes, mares, or geldings, 
tanned, the pound 

Indian hides, undreſſed the piece 

Loſh hides, the pound - 

Gum Arabic, or gum Senega, the 


hundred weight - 
Cotton Wool : 
Indigo 


Molaſſes, the hundred weight 

Pitch the laſt, containing 12 bar- 

Tar j rels, each barre! not ex- 
ceeding 31; gallons 

6 inches in diameter, and 

| under 8 inches the maſt 

8 inches in diameter, and 


Maſts« under 1 2 inches, themaſt 


upwards, the maſt 


Yards and bowſprits to pay as maſts. 


Turpentine, the hundred weight 
Iron unwrought, the ton, free. 
Rice, the hundred weight, con- 


taining 112 lb. - 
Ginger, the hundred weight, con- 

taining 112 lb. SM 
Piamento, the pound 


imported with pro- 


D E B A 


| 12 inches in diameter, and 


TIT. & 


Duty on im- 
portation 
from Ame- 

rica or the 


Weſt Indies. 


2 
— 
— — 105 
— — 62 
— 

— II 11 

— 1 25 
0 
— 
— 7 185 
— 11 11 

e 


Pot Aſhes | per certificates free ; 


Pearl Aſhes 
the hundred cwt. 

Hops, the hundred weight 

Copper ore, the hundred weight 

Raw Silk, imported with proper 
e free. 

Beaver wool, free. 

— , cut * combed, the 
pound 

Wood, Brazil * or Fermaibeck 
wood, for dyers uſe, the hun- 
dred weight. - 


but on failure thereof, 


. 2 54 
6 8 83 
e 
— 17 104 
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Duty on im- 


portation 
from Great 
Britain, and 
drawback 
On exportàa- 


tion. 


1 
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" Braziletto or Jamaica 


wood, for dyers uſe, 

the hundred weight 
Fuſtick, for dyers uſe, 

the hundred weight 


the hundred weight 
Nicaragua wood, for 
dyers uſe, the hun- 


| 


Wood J dred weight — 


dyers uſe, the hun- 
dred weight — 


Wood for dyers uſe, not 


otherwiſe rated, the 
hundred weight 


| But if regularly import- 


ed, entered and land- 


ed, duty free. 


Red or Guinea wood, for 


Duty on im- 
portation 
from Ame- 
rica. or the 
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Duty on im- 
portation 
from Great 
Britain, and 


Weſt Indies. drawback 


£- «4 


Logwood, for dyers uſe, 


on exporta» 
tion, 


1 


Train oil, or Blubber, or fiſh oil of Britiſh or Triſb fiſhing, 


viz. : 


Of Greenland, and parts adjacent, 
the tun, containing 252 gallons 

Of Greenland, and parts adjacent, 
taken by any ſhipping belonging 
to his majeſty's colonies or plan- 
tations, and imported in ſuch 
ſhipping, the tun, —— 
252 gallons - 

Of Greenland, and parts . 
taken by any ſhipping belonging 
to his majeſty's colonies or plan- 
tations, and imported in ſhipping 
belonging to Great Britain or 
Ireland, the tun, NR 252 


gallons 


Of Newfoundland, oat: like 8 
the tun, containing 252 gal- 


lons 


118 2; 


— 16 8 527 


1 13 104 | 
— Ji 
GET 11 5 


1789. 


Of Newfoundland, and like ſort, 
taken by ſhipping belonging to 
any of his majeſty's colomes or 
plantations, and imported in ſuch 
ſhipping, the tun, —— 
252 gallons - 


Of Newfoundland, and like fort, 


taken by ſhipping belonging to 


any of his majeſty's colonies or 
plantations, and imported in 
ſhipping belonging to Great 
Britain or Ireland, the tun, con- 
taining 252 gallons - 

Oil, head matter, or other produce 
of whales or other creatures 
living in the ſeas, taken and 
caught in any part of the ocean 
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Duty on im- Duty on im- 
portation portation 
from Ame- from Great 
rica or the Britain, and 
Weil Indies. drawback 

on exporta- 
tion, 


4. 6 © a 2 


— 14 44 — 1 —þ 


— 10 811 — 9 12 


by the crew of any ſhip or veſſel 


built in Creat Britain, Ireland, 
or the Iſlands of Guernſey, Jer- 
ſey, or Man, wholly owned by 
his majeſty's ſubjects uſually re- 
ſiding therein reſpectively, may, 
on importation, be admitted to 
entry, and landed without pay- 
ment of any duty whatever. 


Whale Fins, viz. 


Of Britiſh or Iriſh fiſhing, import- 


ed in ſhips belonging to any of 


his majeſty's colonies or planta- 
tions, the ton, containing twen- 
ty hundred weight - 


Of Britiſh or Iriſh fiſhing, import- 


ed in ſhipping betonging to 


Great Britain or Ireland, the 
ton, containing twenty hundred 


we ight - - „ 


19 9% — 16 3 
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Duty on im- 
portation 
from A me- 
rica or the 


Weſt Indics. 


Fins of Whales, taken and caught 
in any part of the ocean by the 
crew of any ſhip or veſſel built 
in Great Britain, Ireland, or 
the Iſlands of Guernſey, Jer- 
fey, or Man, wholly owned by 
his majeſty's ſubjects uſually re- 

ding therein reſpectively, are, 
upon importation, to be admitted 
to entry, and landed without 
payment of any duty whatever. 


Outwards. 


' Hides, calve ſkins, kip ſkins, tanned or tawed, 


and not dreſſed in oil, and ſheep ſkins tanned 
for gloves, or baſil, the hundred weight 
Hides * in oil, che hundred weight — 


Skins, viz. 


Calve ſkins, dreſſed in oil, the hundred weighr 

Black coney ſkins, with or without — 8 for 
every fix ſcore ſkins — 

Goat ſkins, tawed, the hundred, containing 6 
ſcore ſkins — — — 


Goat ſkins, tanned nie for every 6 ſcore ſkins 


ſumack, to reſemble for every pound weight 


Spaniſh leather 
the hundred, containing 6 ſcore — 
tawed, and not tanned or 
| dreſſed in oil, the hun- 
Lamb i « dred weight — 
ſkins 9 beſides if 3 tanned for gloves or baſil, 


the hundred weight 
| erred in oil, the hun- 
1220 weight — 
tawed, and not tanned or dreſſed in dil, 
She the v . weight — — 
* tanned for roans, and not dreſſed in oil, 
the hundred weight — — 
dreſſed in oil, the hundred weight 
Pelte, the hundred, en 5 ſcore — 
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Duty on im- 
portation 
from Great 
Britain, and 
drawback 
On exporta- 
tion. 


JGG 


2 
Bb © 37 
2 
4 
— i 
* 
1 
— 4 22 
2 
1 
— 10 12 
. 
— 7 92 
— 11 25 
5 
m_ 7 7x 


1 r 217 


All pieces or parts of ſkins, tawed or tanned, and 
not dreſſed in oil, for "ry: twenty n 


value thereof, on oath — 3 — 
All pieces or parts of ſkins 3 1 in oil, five every 
twenty ſhillings value thereof, on oath — — 2 — 
And beſides, the hundred weight — — 6 23 
Fur, called + the rabbit fur, or coney hair, the | 
pound — — 328 
Kids hair, for every ry twenty ſhillings value thereof, | 
on oath — 3 „„ a 
Parchment, the dozen —— — — 1 7; 
Vellum, the dozen — a — 3 3 
Lapis calaminaris, the ton — — — 2 2 


| Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that fo 
and upon every gallon of foreign ſpirits mentioned in the — 
ſchedule, No. II. which ſhall be exported from this kingdom to 
any Britiſh colony or plantation in America or the Welt Indies, 
or to any Britiſh ſettlement on the coaſt of Africa, during the 
time aforeſaid, there ſhall be paid the ſeveral duties reſpectively 
ſet forth 3 in the ſaid ſchedule. 


SC HE DU L E, No. II. 


A ſchedule of the additional duties to be paid per gallon on the 
exportation of foreign ſpirits to the Britiſh colonies or planta- 
tions in America or Africa, over and above the duty paid on 
the importation thereof. 
For every gallon of ſingle rum or ſpirits of the 
produce of the Britiſh colonies or plantations — — 1053 
For every gallon of ſingle — or geneva, or 


foreign rum — _— wow ow 
For every gallon of cordial water, ; ſtrong water, or | | 
other ſpirits, ſingle — — — — 8. 


For every gallon of rum or ſpirits of the Britiſh 
colonies or plantations, above proof, ſo much in 
addition to the duties paid on import as will 
amount in the whole to _ _ — 7 _ 22 

Far every gallon of brandy, geneva, or foreign 

rum, above proof, ſo much in addition to the 
duties paid on import as will amount in the | 

whole to — — — — 8 103 


Tor every gallon of cordial water, ſtrong water, 5 
or other ſpirits, above proof, ſo much in addi- 

tion to the duties paid on import as will amount 
in the whole to — — — 9 — 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
ſeveral and reſpective drawbacks mentioned in the annexed . 


— 
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dules, No. III. IV. V. VI. VII. VIII. IX. X. ſhall be allowed 
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and paid to any merchant or trader, duly exporting the ſeveral 
wines in the ſaid ſchedules reſpectively mentioned, for every tun 
of ſuch wines, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity. 


SCH ED U LE, Ne. III. 


A ſchedule of the drawbacks upon every ton of French wine ex- 
ported to the Britiſh colonics or plantations in America and the 
Welt Indies, according as the ſame has been imported by 
wholeſale merchants, for fale, filled or unfilled, having been 
imported in Britiſh, Iriſh or foreign ſhipping, if regularly ex- 

rted within three years after the importation thereof — The 
fie drawbacks to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all draw- 


backs. | 
Having been imported in Britiſh | Having been imported in fo- 
or Iriſh ſhipping. reign ſhipping. 
Filled. Unfilled. Filled. Unfilled. 
ien n c. L. . d. 20tbs. C. 5. d. oth. 
5 5160212 [37 W=—-4 25734 


SCHEDULE, No. IV. 


A ſchedule of the drawbacks upon every ton of French wine ex- 
rted to the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, accord- 
ing as the ſame has been imported by wholeſale merchants for 
ſale, filled or unfilled, having been imported in Britiſh, Iriſh, 
or foreign {hipping, if regularly exported within three years 
after the importation thereof. The ſaid drawbacks to be in 
lieu and full ſatisfaction of all other drawbacks. 


Having been imported in Britiſh 
or Lil itipping. 


Having been imported in fo- 
reign ſhipping. 


Filled. Untilled. Filled. Unfilled. 
C. 5. d. 20ths. C. 5. d. 20ths. C. 5. d. 20ths. C. 1. d. 201be. 
16 13 7 14 16-44 3 [4-7 4-44 , -1046 4 14 


SCHED FLEE MT. 


A fchedule of the drawbacks upon every ton of .Rheniſh, Ger- 
many or Hungary wine, exported to the Britiſh plantations or 
colemes in America or the Weſt Indies, according as the ſame 
has been imported by wholeſale merchants for ſale, filled or 
unfilled, in Britiſh, Iriſh or foreign ſhipping, if regularly ex- 
ported within three years after the importation thereof —The 
faid drawbacks to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all drawbacks. 


Having been imported in Britiſh | Having been imported in fo- 
or Iriſh ſhipping. | reign ſhipping, 
Filled. Untfilled. Filled. Unfilled. 
L. 1. d. 2cths. C. 4. d. 20ths. | C. 5. d. 2oths. C. 5. d. 2oths, 
25 12 —14; 23 3 9 5 {22126 1454 30 11 gz, 
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SCHEDULE, No. VI. 


ſchedule of the drawbacks upon every ton of Rheniſh, Ger- 
many or Hungary wine, exported to the Britiſh ſettlements on 


the coaſt of Africa, according as the ſame has been imported 


by wholeſale merchants for ſale, filled or unfilled, in Britiſh or 
foreign ſhipping, if regularly exported within three years after 
the importation thereof The ſaid drawbacks to be in lieu and 
full ſatisfaction of all drawbacks. 


Having been imported in Britiſh | Having been imported in fo- 


or Iriſh ſhipping. reign ſhipping. 
Filled. Unfilled. Filled. Unfilled. 


C. 4. d. 2oths. £ 5. d. 20ths. © J. d. 20ths. £5 4. d. 20ths. 
11 I 2 4+ 8 1210 152717181 8 45 5 102 192; 


SC HE DU LE, No. VII. 


A ſchedule of the drawbacks upon every ton of Portugal or 


Madeira wine, Spaniſh and Canary wine, and all other wine 
of the dominions of Spain exported to the Britiſh colonies or 
plantations in America and the Weſt Indies, according as the 
{ame has been imported by wholeſale merchants for ſale, filled 
or unfilled, in Britiſh, Iriſh or foreign ſhipping, if regularly 
exported within three years after the importation thereof 


The ſaid drawhacks to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all 
drawbacks. 8 


Having been imported in Britiſh | Having been imported in fo- 


£. 


or Iriſh ſhipping. - reign ſhipping. 
Filled. Unjilled. Filled. Unfilled. 


s. d. 20ths. C. 5. d. 2oths. | C. 5s. d. 2oths. C. s. d. 20ths, 


19 14163 18 35 63 [17 9g — — 15169 63 


SCHEDULE, No. VIII. 


A ſchedule of the drawbacks upon every ton of Portugal or 


Madeira wine, Spaniſh and Canary wine, and all other wine of 
the dominions of Spain, exported to the Britiſh ſettlements oa 
the coaſt of Africa, according as the fame has been imported 
by wholeſale merchants for ſale, filled or unfilled, in Britiſh, 


Iriſh or foreign ſhipping, if regularly exported within three 


years after the importation thereof The ſaid drawbacks to 


be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all drawbacks, 


Having been imported in Britiſh | Having been imported in fo- 


* 


or Iriſh ſhipping. reign ſhipping. 
Filled. Unfilled. Filled. Unfilled. 


g. d. 20ths, C. 4. d. 20ths. | C. 5. d. 20ub, C. 6. d. 2oths, 


10 — 2 63 89 66; | 8 51 — 6 210 6: 
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0 HE DU L No. IX. 


A ſchedule of the drawbacks upon every tun of all other wine ex- 
ported to the Britiſh colonies or plantations in America and 
the Welt Indies, according as the ſame has been imported by 
wholeſale merchants for ſale, filled or unfilled, in Britiſh, Iriſh 
or foreign ſhipping, if regularly exported within three years 
after the importation thereof — The ſaid drawbacks to be in 
lieu and full ſatisfaction of all drawbacks, 


Having been imported in Britiſh | Having been imported in fo- 
or Iriſh ſhipping. reign ſhipping. 
Filled. Unfilled. | Filled. Unfilled. 
C. . d. 20ths. C. x. d. 20ths. | C. 3. d. 20ths. C. . d. 20ths. 
27 7 10 1 24 18 6—77 26 2 2 If, 2393 197 


SCHEDULE WoL 


A ſchedule of the drawbacks upon every tun of all other wine 
exported to the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, ac- 
cording as the ſame has been imported by wholeſale merchants 
for ſale, filled or unfilled, 1a Britiſh, Iriſh or foreign ſhipping, 
if regularly exported within three years after the importation 
thereof, The ſaid drawbacks to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction 
of all drawbacks. 


Having been imported in Britiſh | Having been imported in fo- 
| or Iriſh ſhipping. reeign ſhipping. | 
Fllled. Unfilled. Filled. Unfilled. 

. 5. d. 20. C. . d. z20·bl. C. 5. d. 20ths. C. 4. d. 20ths. 


17 13 11135 154 61957 116 8 3 13 13154 1955 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 


That for and upon all Muſcovado ſugars of the growth, product 
or manufacture of the Britiſh plantations in America or the Weſt 
Indies, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time 
aforeſaid, there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, without dil- 
count or allowance, a duty after the rate of 13s. 41d. for every 
ane hundred and twelve pounds weight thereof, and ſo in propor- 
tion for any greater or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to be in licu 
and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe now payable 
thereon, by virtue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore 
made in this kingdom. | | 


That for and upon all white ſugars of the growth, product or 
manufacture of the Britiſh plantations in America or the Welt 
Indies, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the 
time aforeſaid, there thall be paid down, in ready money net, 
without diſcount or allowance, a duty after the rate of 11. 118. 5d. 
jor every one hundred and twelve pounds weight thereof, and fo 
in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to 
be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe 


_- r - "Ill 


now payable thereon, by virtue of any act or acts of parliament 
heretofore made in this kingdom. 


That for and upon all refined ſugars of the growth, product or 
manufacture of the Britiſh plantations in America or the Weſt 
Indies, which ſhall be imported into this Kingdom during the 
time aforeſaid, there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, 
without diſcount or allowance, a duty after the rate of 51. 6s. 102d. 
for every one hundred and twelve pounds weight thereof, and fo 
in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to 
be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe 
now payable thereon, by virtue of any act or acts of pailiament 
heretofore made in this kingdom. 


That for and upon all Muſcovado ſugars, not being of the 
growth, product or manufacture of the Britiſh plantations in 
America or the Weſt Indies, or of the manufacture of Great 
Britain, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the 
time aforeſaid, there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, 
without diſcount or allowance, a duty after the rate of 11. gs. 52d. 
for every one hundred and twelve pounds weight thereof, and ſo 
in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to 
be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe now 
payable thereon, by virtue of any act or acts of parliament here- 
tofore raade in this kingdom. | 


That for and upon all white ſugars, not being of the growth, 
product or manufacture of the Britiſh plantations in America or 
the Welt Indies, or of the manufacture of Great Britain, which 
ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, 
there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, without diſcount or 
allowance, a duty after the rate of 21. 98. 35d. for every one 
hundred and twelve pounds weight thereof, and fo in proportion 
for any greater or leis quantity; the ſaid duties to be in lieu and 
full ſatisfaction of all dutice, cuſtom and exciſe now payable 
thereon, by virtue of any act or acts of parliament herecofore 
made in this kingdom, | 


That for and upon all refined ſugars, not being of the growth, 
product or manufacture of the Britiſh plantations in America or 
the Weſt Indies, or of the manufacture of Great Britain, which 
ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, 
there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, without any diſcount 
or allowance, a duty after the rate of 5i. 6s. 105d. for every 
one hundred and twelve pounds weight thereof, and ſo in propor- 
tion for any greater or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to be in lieu 
and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe now payable 
thereon, by virtue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore 
made in this kingdom. 


That a duty of 11. 16s. 95d. per hundred weight be laid on 
all refined ſugars in loaves, not being baſtards, aud on all candy 
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which ſhall be imported from Great Britain, during the time 
aforeſaid, being of Britiſh manufacture, and ſo in proportion for 
any greater or leſs quantity; the ſame to be paid down in ready 
money net, without any diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu 
and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe now payable 


thereon, by virtue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore 
made in this kingdom. 


That a duty be laid on all refined ſugars called baſtards, and 
on all ground and powdered refined ſugars, and all refined loaf 
broke in pieces, which ſhail be imported from Great Britain dur- 
ing the time aforeſaid, being of the manufacture of Great Bri- 
tain, after the rate of 18s. 11459 3$d. for every hundred weight 
thereof, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity; the 
ſaid duty to be paid down in ready money net, without diſcount 
or allowance, and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, 
cuſtom and exciſe now payable thereon, by virtue of any act or 
acts of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 


That for and upon all ſugars, not being of the growth or pro- 
duce of the Britiſh colonies in America or the Weſt Indies, or 
of the manufacture of Great Britain, which ſhall be imported 
from Great Britain during the time aforeſaid, there ſhall be paid 
down in ready money net, without diſcount or allowance, the 
ſeveral duties mentioned in the annexed ſchedule, No. XI. re. 
ſpectively, for every one hundred and twelve pounds weight there- 
of, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity; in lieu 
and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe now payable 


thereon, by virtue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore 
made in this kingdom. 


„„ No XL. 


A ſchedule of the reſpective duties payable upon all ſugars im- 
ported into this kingdom not being of the growth, product or 
manufacture of the Britiſh colonies or plantations in America 
or the Weſt Indies, or of the manufacture of Great Britain, 
with the drawbacks to be allowed on the due exportation there- 
of within three years from the time of importation—The ſaid 
duties and drawbacks to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all 
duties and drawbacks, 

Duty on im- Duty on im- 
portation, portation 
except from from Great 

Great Bri- Britain, and 
tain. drawback 
on exporta- 
tion. 


£ >: $i: & 
Muſcovado, the hundred weight, 
containing 112 pounds : 1 i 7 
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Duty on im- Duty on im- 
portation, portation 
except from from Great 

Great Bri- Britain, and 
tain. draw back 

on exporta- 
tion. 


4. r 23 


White, the hundred weight, con- 


taining 112 pounds = 2 - 438 2 5 38 
Refined, the hundred weigbt, con- | 
taining 112 pounds - 5. 6 103 417 85 


Reſolved, 'That it is the opinion of this committee, 


That there ſhall be allowed and repaid upon the export of all 
ſugars, not being of the growth, product, or manufacture of the 
Britiſh colonies or plantations in America or the Weſt Indies, or 
of the manufacture of Great Britain, within three years after 
import, the ſeveral drawbacks in the above-mentioned ſchedule, 
and no other. 


That all drawbacks or allowances now given by law on the ex- 
port of refined ſugars, made in this kingdom do now ceaſe, and 
be no longer payable ; and that in lieu of faid drawbacks, and 
for the encouragement of refining ſugars in this kingdom, a boun- 

ty ſhall be allowed and paid upon all refined ſugar which ſhall be 

exported from this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, after the 
rate of 11. 8s. 2d. for every hundred weight of ſuch refined 
ſugar exported in the loaf, complete and whole, being net, that 
15 to ſay, of one uniform whiteneſs throughout, and which hath 
gone through the operation of two or more clays fince it was laſt 
in the pan, and hath been properly and thoroughly dried in the 
ſtove according to the preſent practice of refining, and after the 
rate of 128. 71 d. for every 100 weight of ſuch refined 
ſugar exported, called baſtards, and of all ground and powdered 
refined ſugar, and all refined loaf ſugar broke in pieces, the ſaid 
ſugar having been twice clayed and properly dried in the ſtove ; 
and likewiſe of all candy, properly refined and manufactured, and 
free from dirt and ſcum. 


That for and upon all tobacco, which ſhall be imported into 
this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, there ſhall be paid down 
in ready money net, without diſcount. or allowance, the ſeveral 

duties following, that is to ſay, if the ſame be imported by any of his 
majeſty's ſubjects, a duty after the rate of 6d. for every pound 
weight thereof; but if the ſame be imported by ſtrangers, then an 
additional duty after the rare of 1d. for every pound weight there- 
of; the ſaid duties to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties 
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payable by virtue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made 
in this kingdom. 


That a duty of 6d. be laid for and upon every pound weight 
of tobacco which ſhall be made and manufactured in this kingdom, 


That a duty of 12l. be paid by every perſon manufacturing 
tobacco, or dealing in unmanufactured tobacco, except as an 
wholeſale importer only, or a wholeſale merchant only, in this 
kingdom, at any time during the time aforeſaid. 


That a duty of 20s. be paid by every perſon dealing in unma- 
nufactured toBacco as a wholeſale merchant, not being the im- 
Porter thereof, at any time during the time aforeſaid. 


The queſtion was then put on the ſeveral reſolutions, and they 
were agreed to by the houſe, 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in one or more bill or 
bills purſuant to the ſaid reſolutions and the reſolutions of the 
committee of ſupply ; and that the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
the Prime Serjcaut, the Attorney General, the Solicitor General, 
Mr. Maſon and Mr, George Ponſonby do prepare and bring in 
the ſame. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that ſo much 
of the ſeveral duties ſpecified in the ſaid reſolutions, to be grant- 
ed in lieu of all other duties now payable on the import of thoſe 
commodities which they are reſpectively impoſed upon, as the 
hereditary duty of cuſtom and import exciſe on ſuch commodi- 
ties would amount to if they continued payable, ſhall be placed 
to the account of his majeſty's hereditary revenue. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, for allowing 
drawbacks upon French wines exported, as the ſame have been 
imported, filled or unfilled, ſubject to aliens duty or otherwiſe, 
if the ſame ſhall be regularly exported within three years after 
the importation thereof, to any place or places except the Britiſh 
plantations in America and the Weſt Indies, and the Britiſh ſet- 
tlements on the coalt of Africa. 0: 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee to 
inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, for regulating the 
mode of package of cambricks and lawns, being the manufacture 
of the European dominions of the French King, and which ſhall 
be imported directly from thence into this Kingdom. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clanſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, for allowing 
three years for drawbacks. | 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, to aſcertain 
the allowance to be made for tare on hops imported into this 


1789.7 5 Ar 225 


kingdom, and to prohibit the importation of all hops, except of 
the growth of Great Britain or the Britiſh plantations in Ame- 
rica, and of all glaſs, except from Great Britain or France, or 
the French dominions in Europe, and of all gold and filver lace 
not the manufacture of Great Britain, and of all cambricks 
and lawns, except ſuch as are of the manufacture of Great Bri» 
tain, France, or the French dominions in Europe. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee to 
inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that a ſum of 
10,0001. be paid to the truſtees of the linen and bempen manu- 
factures, out of the aids and duties granted this ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment, to be by them applied in ſuch manner as ſhall appear to 
them moſt conducive to promote the linen and hempen manufac- 
tures; and that ſo much of the produce of the duties on teas as 
ſhall amount to the ſum of 730ol. ſhall be placed to the account 
of his majeſty's hereditary revenue. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee to 
inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that fo much of 
the ſeveral duties ſpecified in the report of the committee of ways 
and means, to be granted in lieu of all other duties now payable on 
the export or import of thoſe commodities, which they are -reſpec- 
tively impoſed on, as the hereditary duties of cuſtom and import 
exciſe on ſuch commodines would amount to if they continued 
payable, ſhall be placed to the account of his majeſty's hereditary 
revenue, except in reſpect of the duties on teas, touching which 
a ſpecial proviſion is made. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that a ſeparate 
account be kept of all increaſe of duties, aids and taxes, which 
ſhall or may accrue by means of the diſcounts and allowances for 
prompt payment of the import exciſe and additional duties, and 


allowancce of 51. per cent. on payments of cuitoms inwards ceal- 
ing to be made. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that where any 
perſon ſhall import crude brimſtone or ſaltpetre, and ſhall make 
uſe of the ſame in extracting therefrom oil of vitriol or aquæ 
fortis, ſuch perſon ſhall be intitled to receive, and the colleQor of 
the port or diſtrict within which ſuch crude brimſtone and ſaltpetre, 
ſhall have been imported ſhall repay to ſuch perſon all ſuch duties as 
have been paid by him on the importation thereof, on his making 

it appear by affidavit or affirmation to ſach collector, that ſuch 
crude brimſtone and faltpetre, has been uſed in making oil of 
vitriol or aquæ fortis. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtructian to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, directing that 
Vor. IX. | Q_ 
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that the ſeveral ſuras granted to encourage the raiſing ſufficient 
quanties of flax and hemp, and for the encouragement of the 
hempen and flaxen manufactures in the provinces of Leinſter, 
Munſter and Connaught, ſhall be applied to ſuch purpoſes only, 


and that ſeparate accounts be kept of the application thereof, and 
be laid before parliament. 


It was ordered that it be an inftructio6 to the ſaid committee 
to infert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, for ſecuring 
the repay ment of ſo much of the ſeveral ſums therein to be men- 
| tioned, which have been advanced at an intereſt not exceeding 
41. per centum per annum, or ſhall be advaneed at an intereſt not 
excceding zl. 10s. per centum per annum, or for which lottery 
debentures have been iſſued for payment of prizes in the lotteries 


herctofore eſtabliſhed, as ſhall remain unpaid on the 25th of 
March, 1789. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that the addi- 
tional duty of 10d. a gallon for every gallon of aqua-vita, ſtrong 
waters, or ſpirits made or diſtilled within this kingdom for dale, 
the additional duty of 8d. per gallon on imported brandy, ſtrong 
waters, or ſpirits perfectly made, the additional duty on foreign 
ſpirits above the quality of ſingle ſpirits, the further additional 
duty of 10d. for every gallon of rum or other ſpirits of the growth 
and produce of his majelty's ſugar colonies in America, the fur- 
ther additional duty of 18. 8d. on all brandy, geneva, or other 
{pirits imported, except ſpirits of the growth and produce of his 
majeſty's ſugar colonies in America, and the additional duty of 
6d. per pack on all playing cards made in this kingdom, be ap- 
plied in the firlt place to pay an intereſt at the rate of 41. per 
centum per annum, for ſuch part of the ſeverAl ſums formerly 
borrowed and carrying ſuch intereſt as ſhall remain on the 25th 
day of March, 1789; and in the next place towards payment of 
an annuity of 24,000l. a year to the governor and company of 
the bank of Ireland; and in the next place towards payment of 
the annuities for the ſeveral ſums of 265,000). and 17 5,000l. and 
zoo, ol. granted by ſeveral acts of parliament heretofore paſſed ; 
and in the next place towards payment of the expenſcs which ſhall 
or may be incurred by ſending or remitting from time to time 
ſuch of the ſaid ſeveral annuities to the city of London, as are 
or ſhall be made payable there; and in the next place towards 
payment of an intereſt after the rate of 41. per centum per annum, 
for ſuch of the debentures as have been iſſued out of his majeſty's 
treaſury, for the payment of the prizes of the lotteries hereto- 
fore eſtabliſhed as ſhall remain unpaid on the 25th day of March, 
1789; and in the next place towards payment of an intereſt after 
the rate of zd. by the day for each 100l. for the ſeveral princi- 
pal ſums heretofore borrowed and due upon treaſury bills, and 
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which ſhall remain unpaid on the 25th day of March, 1789 


and in the next place towards payment of ſuch anuuities as have 
been granted in purſuance of an act paſſed in the 25th year of 
his majeſty's reign, for effeCtuating the raiſing the ſum of 
200,000l. therein mentioned; and in the next place towards 
payment of an intereſt at the rate of gl. 10s. per centum per 
annum, for the ſeveral ſums borrowed upon debentures carrying 
ſuch intereſt; and in the next place towards payment of an in- 
tereſt at the rate of 25d. by the day for each of the ſeveral ſums 
raiſed by treaſury bills; and in the next place towards payment 
of an intereſt, not excecding 25d. by the day on ſuch treaſu 
bills, and 31. 108. per centum per annum, on ſuch debentures as 
ſhall or may be iſſued in purſuance of an act of laſt ſeſſion of par- 
liament, and as ſhall or may be iſſued to the perſons who ſhall re- 
ſpectively ſubſcribe on loan by treaſury bills or debentures, 
any ſum or ſums not exceeding the ſums of 165,750L and 
100,000l. which ſhall or may be borrowed to pay oft ſuch trea- 
ſury bills now outſtanding as are to paſs current, in the receipt of 
his majeſty's treaſury on or immediately after the 24th day of 
June, 1789; and that the ſurplus of the ſaid duties-be applied 
in ſuch manner as ſhall be directed by parliament. 


The ChanceLLOR oF THE ExCHEQUER ſaid that it was his 
intention to omit the duty on foreign herrings, which was un- 
productive, and only tended to embarraſs the public accounts, 


Sir Fraxcts HuTcninson objected to the mode intended by 
government for the reduction of the intereſt of the ſtocks. He 
obſerved, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer had, in the com- 
mittee of ſupply, aſſerted that his lottery for 1789 would fave 
the government 51821 per annum for ever. It appeared to him 
evident, that it would ſave but half that ſum, and that it would 
not ſave even that moiety. for a longer term than till the Chancel- 
lor's good management of the finances ſhall have enabled him to 
diſcharge thoſe 3; per cent. debentures, which are to be procured 
by this lottery. h 

This, he ſaid, he could prove, by ſhewing that a fortnight 
before the ſeſſion began in which the Chancellor had firſt propoſ- 
ed to the public this plan of reducing the intereſt of the funds, 
viz, on 5th January, 1787, all the treaſury bills fold ſo much 
above par, that though they bore an intereſt of 41, 11s. 3d, per 
annum, yet they brought the purchaſer not quite zl. 178. per 
cent. intereſt ; conſequently if government had then propoſed to 
the holders of thoſe bills to exchange them for others, which 
ſhould at the future period, when the 43 per cents. were to be- 
come reſpectively payable, be reduced to an intereil of 31. 16s. 05d, 
per cent. the offer would have been readily accepted by them. 


. | 
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This ſtatement, he ſaid, ſtruck off at once from the ſuppoſed 
merit of his contract, the entire ſaving ariſing from the lottery 
contractors, furniſhing government with treaſury bills at 25d. per 
day, and confined that benefit which government was to get from 
the lottery of 1789, to the reduction of intereſt from 4 to 35 
per cent. on 5182 debentures, that is, to 25911. per annum, for 
ſo many years as thoſe 35 ſhall remain unpaid, and no longer, 
which would amount in value to a ſum far ſhort indeed of the 
120,000]. which the right honourable gentleman had alleged 
would be gained to the nation by his lottery of 1789. He con- 
cluded by ſaying, that the uſeful paper called Prices Current, 


publiſhed weekly in this city, fully eviuced the facts on which he 
tounded his argument. N 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE Excutqur entered into a juſti- 
fication of his contract, and denied the authority of thoſe 
printed papers. | 


Sir Fraxcis Hurchixsox, in reply ſaid, he had, in the ſeſ- 
fions of 1787 and 1788, objected to the loan contracts of thoſe 
years, and therefore wonld not now trouble the houſe on that 
ſubject, but content himſelf with ſtating again, in as few words 
as poſſible, the arguments he had juſt now adduced ; which he 
did, and added, that the receipts of notaries public could be 
produced, dated at thoſe periods he had referred to, which proved 
the prices of the ſtocks to have been full as high as thoſe ſtated 
in the printed documents which he had in his pocket, and which 

he ſaid were generally very accurate. 


Mr. Pazsoxs ſaid that he retained his opinion of laſt year, 


relative to the loan and the bargain that had been made againſt 
the public. | 


A petition of the directors of Wicklow charity ſchool was 
preſented to the houſe and read; fetting forth, that no mode for 
inſtructing the poor having been adopted in the town of Wick- 
low, a voluntary ſubſcription was in conſequence entered into in 
the month of April latt, by which the directors have been er- 
abled to cloath and educate forty children ; that ſeeing induſtry 
was as eſſential for promoting their future welfare and the intereſt 
of the kingdom as inſtruction for improving their morals, a fac- 
tory houſe has alſo been built for the purpoſe of ſpinning coarſe 
yarn for making facking, ſail- cloth and fiſhing-nets, on which the 
directors have expended the ſuin of three hundred pounds, fixty | 
pounds of which being a premium to be paid by the linen board ; 
that in order to bring their ſcheme to perfection it will be neceſ- 
fary to build an houſe for weaving in the yarn ſpun by the chil- 
dren of {a1d ſchool, which there being no fund to execute, it is 
kumbly ſubmiited that a ſcheme of ſuch evident utility, which 
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has been forwarded ſo far by the exertions of individuals, may 
not now be ſuffered to fall for want of a ſmall parliamentary aid; 
and therefore praying that a ſum of 300l. may be granted them 
for building a weaving houſe adjoining faid factory houſe already 
built in Wicklow, 


The CHanceLLor oF THE ExcHEqQueR preſented to the 
Houle, according to order, 


A bill for the advancement of trade, and for granting to his 


majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the ſeveral duties therein men- 
tioned. 


A bill for regulating the ſugar trade, and for granting to his 
majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties therein mentioned. 


A bill for granting certain aids, duties and impoſitions to his 
majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, for the time therein mentioned, 
and for continuing the effect of a treaty of commerce and navi- 
gation concluded between his majeſty and the moſt Chriitian 
King. | | 

A bill for granting to his majeſty the ſeveral aids, duties, rates, 
impoſitions and taxes therein particularly expreſſed, to be applied 
tothe payment of the intereſt of the principal ſums therein pro- 
vided for, and towards the diſcharge of the ſaid prineipal ſums in 


ſuch manner as therein is directed, and for ſuch other purpoſes 
as are therein mentioned. 2 


A bill for regulating and extending the tobaceo trade, and for 


granting to ais majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties therein 
mentioned, 


Which were received and read the firſt time, and ordered to 
be read a ſecond time to-morrow. 


— — * 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1789. 


Mr. Saka preſented to the houſe, according to order, 
a bill for puniſhing mut iny and deſertion, and for the better pay - 
ment of the army and their quarters within this kingdom; which 
was received and read the firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſe- 
cond time on Monday next. | | 


The right honourable Mr. Masow, according to order, - 
ported from the committee of the whole houſe, to whom it was 
referred to conſider further of ways and means for railing the 


ſupply granted to his majeſty, the following reſolutions, which were 
agreed to by the houſe, 
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Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 
That towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his majeſty, the ſe- 


veral additional and other rates, duties and impoſitions herein 
after-mentioned, ſhall be raiſed, levied, collected and paid to his 
majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, from the 25th day of March, 
1789, to the 25th day of May, 1789. 


That for every ſcin or piece of vellum or parchment, or piece 
or ſheet of- paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed, written or printed 
the articles mentioned in the ſchedule annexed, No. XII. there 
ſhall be paid during the time aforeſaid the ſeveral dutics reſpec- 

tively annexed to the ſeveral articles contained in the ſaid ſchedule, 


SCHEDULE, No. XII. 


A ſchedule of the ſeveral duties to be paid on every ſkin or piece 
of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which 
ſhall be engroſſed, or written or printed, any of the articles, 
matters or things therein ſet forth. 


For every ſkin or piece of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet 
of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed, or written or printed, 

the following articles, the duties following ſhall be reſpectively 
paid. | 

Any licenſe to keep a lottery office — FL. 100 — — 


Any diſpenſation to hold two ecclefiaſtical dignities 
or benefices, or both a dignity and a benefice, or 
any other diſpenſation or faculty from the Lord 
Archbiſhop of Armagh, or matter of the facul- 
ties for the time being — — 9 — 


Any grant or letters patent under the great ſeal of 
Ireland, of any honour, dignity, promotion, 
franchiſe, liberty or privilege, to any perſon or 
perſons, bodies politic or corporate, or exempli- 
fication of the ſame, commiſſions of rebellion in 
proceſs always excepted _ 9 — — 


Any grant from his Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, 
of any ſum of money exceeding 2ool. which 
ſhall paſs the great ſeal of Ireland — 2 — 


Any grant of any office or employment which 
ſhall be above the value of 200l. per annum 9 —— 


Any admiſſion of any fellow of the college of phy- 
ſicians, or of any clerk, advocate, proctor, no- 
tary, or other officer or officers in any court 
whatſoever, except ſuch officer be an annual of- 
ficer in any corporation or inferior court, whoſe 
office is under the value of 10l. a year in ſalary, 
fees or other perquiſites, or any appeal from the 


1789.1 n 


court of Admiralty, or the Prerogative court, 
or any Archiepiſcopal court — 


Any admiſſion of any ſtudent into the ſociety of 
the King's Inns _ — 


Any admiſſion of any barriſter into the Inns of 


court — — 


Any pardon pou the pardons paſſed in forma 
pauperis) of or for any crime or offence, or of 
any money or forfeiture whacſoever or any war- 
rant or reprieve, relaxation from any fines, cor- 
poral puniſhment or other forfeiture _ 


Any grant from his Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, 
of any ſum of money not exceeding 200l. nor leſs 


than 100l. which ſhall paſs the great ſeal of Ire- 


land | — — 


Any grant of any office or employment which ſhall 
be above the value of 50l. per annum, aud un- 
der the value of 200], per annum — 


Any grant of lands in fee, leaſe for years, or other 
grant or profit not herein particularly charged, 
that ſhall paſs the great ſeal of the Exchequer 
(cuſtodiam leaſes excepted) — 


Any preſentation or donation which ſhall paſs the 
great ſeal of Ireland, or upon which any colla- 
tion to be made by any archbiſhop or biſhop, or 
any preſentation or donation to be made by any 
patron whatever of or to any benefice, dignity, 
or ſpiritual or eccleſiaſtical promotion whatſoever 
of the value of 100l. a year — 


And if of the value of 200l. a year or upwards, 
the value to be aſcertained by certificate of the 
archbiſhop or vicar general of the dioceſe ; pro- 
vided always that two or more benefices epiſcopally 
united ſhall be deemed and taken to be one be- 
nefice only — — 


Any indenture for binding an apprentice to an at- 


torney — — 


Any admiſſion of an attorney in every court into 
which he ſhall be admitted an attorney 


Any commiſſion that ſhall be iſſued from any court 
whatſoever for taking affidavits — 


Any exemplification of what nature ſoever that 
ſhall paſs the ſeal of any court whatſoever, 


= —— 
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Any inſtitution that ſhall paſs the ſeal of any arch- C. 4. d. 


biſhop, biſhop, chancellor or other ordinary or 
eceleſiaſt ical court whatſoever, provided that an 


inſtitution to two or more benefices epiſcopally 


united ſhall be conſidered as an inſtitution to a 
ſingle benefice _ — 


Any conveyance, ſurrender of grants or offices, 
releaſe or other deed whatſoever, which ſhall be 
enrolled of record in any of the courts of the 
city of Dublin, or in any other court of record 
whatſoever — _ 


Any exemplification of a decree of the court of 
Chancery under the great ſeal — 


Any ſentence that ſhall be given in the court of 
Admiralty, or any attachment that ſhall be made 
out of the ſaid court of Admiralty, or any re- 
laxation of any ſuch attachment _ 


Any writ of covenant for levying a fine — 
Any writ of entry for ſuffering a common recovery 


Any commiſſion iſſuing out of any eccleſiaſtical 
court not herein before particularly charged 


Any warrant, monition or perſonal deeree in the 
court of Admiralty, except in ſuits for payment 
of ſeamens wages — — 


Any probate of a will or letters of adminiſtration 
for any eſtate above the value of zol. and not of 
the value of 10ol. — — 


If of the value of 1iocl. and not of the value of 


3ool. — Sw 


If of the value of nes and not of tlie value of 
600l. 


If of the value of ae and not of 2 value of 


100ol. FE 158 
If of the value of 1o00l. and upwards — 


Any writ of error, certiorari or appeal, except to 
the delegates — — 


Any receipt or other diſcharge for any legacy left 
by any will or other teſtamentary inſtrument, or 
for any ſhare or part of a perſonal eſtate divided 
by force of the ſtatute of diſtributions, the amount 
whereof ſhall not exceed 20). except ſuch legacies 
as ſhall be left to the wife, children or grand 
children of the perſon making ſuch will or teſta- 
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mentary inſtrument, or ſhall be divided amongſt . 


them by force of the ſaid ſtatute — — 


Where the amount thereof ſhall be of Ds value 
of 20l. and not amounting to 100l. except as 
aforeſaid . 3 


Where the amount thereof ſhall be of the value 
of tool. and upwards, except as aforeſaid 


Any recognizance conditioned for the payment of 


money or performance of covenants or agree- 


ments, ſtature ſtaple or ſtatute merchant, or en- 
tered of record in any court or office, except ſuch 
recognizances as ſhall be entered into by perſons 
applying for licenſes to ſell by retail beer, ale, 
wine, ſtrong waters or other liquors, which recog- 
nizances ſhall be conſidered as bonds, and ſhall 
pay accordingly — — 


Any record of niſi prius or poſtea — 


Every judgment whatſoever which ſhall be ſigned bs 
the maſter of any office, or his deputyor ſecondary, 
or by any prothonotary or his ſecondary, deputy 
or clerk, or any other officer belonging to any of 
the courts of the city of Dublin, who have 
power or uſually do or ſhall ſign judgments 


Any bill, anſwer, replication, rejoinder, interro- 
gatories, depoſitions taken by commiſſioners, or 
any pleadings whatſoever in the courts of Chan- 
cery or Exchequer, ſave and except exceptions to 
anſwers filed in the ſaid courts — 


Any indenture, leaſe or deed poll not otherwiſe 


charged, except indentures of apprenticeſhip 
where no apprentice fee ſhall be given, or if any 
be given, ſuch apprentice fee ſhall not exceed the 
ſum of 10l. and alfo except indentures for bind- 
ing poor pariſh or other poor children ſupported 
by public or private charities, and alſo except in- 
dentures binding apprentice to attornies 


Any charter party, poliey of inſurance, paſſport, 
or any proteſt, procuration, letter of attorney, 
except warrants of attorney for judgments on 
bonds, or any other notarial act whatſoever 


Every pamphlet or paper not exceeding ſix ſheets in 
octavo, or not exceeding twelve ſheets in quarto, 
or twenty ſheets in folio, which ſhall be contained 
in one printed copy — 

Any admiſſion into any corporation or com any 


9 


d. 
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Any decree or diſmiſſion made by or in the courts £- g. 


of Chancery of Exchequer — 
Any writ of Habeas Corpus — 


Any ſpecial bail to be taken in any of the courts of 


the city of Dublin, or before any of the judges 
of the ſaid courts, or in any court whatſoever 


Any common bail to be filed in any court whatſo- 


ever, and any appear ance that ſhall be made on 
ſuch bail — — 


Any affidavit, except ſuch affidavits as ſhall be 
taken before the officers of his majeſty's cuſtoms 
or exciſe, or any juſtice or juſtices of the peace, 
or before a magiſtrate of any corporation acting 


as a juſtice of the peace, or acting in any court 


of conſcience or of ſummary juriſdiction, or be- 
fore any judge of aſſize or commiſſion of oyer 
and terminer, relative to proſecutions on trials or 
indictments, or to civil bills, or that ſhall be made 
for the purpoſe of raiſing or accounting for public 
money, and except affidavits made relative to 


the hempen and linen manufactures, or to the 


payment of corn premiums, or made before the 
truſtees of any turnpike, relative to the roads or 
tolls of ſuch turnpikes, or affidavits made before 
the Dublin Society — 


Any copy of ſuch affidavit which ſhall be read in 


any court whatſoever — 


Any original writ (except ſuch original upon which 
a writ of capias iſſues) ſubpœna, writ of capias 
quominus, writ of dedimus poteſtatem, to take 
anſwers, examine witneſſes or appoint guardians, 
or any other writ whatſoever, or any other pro- 
cel; or mandate that ſhall iſſue out of or paſs the 
ſcal of any of the courts of the city of Dublin, 
or any other court whatſoever, holding plea 
where the debt or damage doth amount to 40s. 
or above, or the thing in demand is of that value 


Any entry of any action in the mayor's or ſheriffs 


courts of the city of Dublin, and in. courts in all 
corporations and other courts whatſoever out of 
which no writs, proceſs or mandate iſſue, holding 
plea where the debt or damage doth amount to 
408. or above _ — 


Any rule or order, except in cauſes proſecuted upon 


inc: ments, or which relate to preſentments made 
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or given in any of the courts at the city of Dub- 
lin, either courts of law or equity, which ihall 
be taken out — 


Any copy of ſuch rules or orders, except in cauſes 
proſecuted upon indictments, or which relate to 
preſentments entered, or the copies of any other 
record or proceedings in any of the ſaid courts 
of the ſaid city of Dublin, not hereby other- 


wiſe charged — 


Any citation or monition made in the Prerogative 
court or in any eecleſiaſtical court, or any libel 
or allegation, depoſition, anſwer, ſentence or 
decree, or any inventory exhibited in the Prero- 
gative court or in any eccleſiaſtical court, or in 
the court of Admiralty, or whereupon any co- 
Pies of them reſpectively ſhall be engroſſed or 
written (except in ſuits for recovery of ſeamens 
wages) — — 


Any warrant of attorney for entering judgment on 
any bond — 1 


Any releaſe, contract, bond, or other obligatory 
inſtrument — — 


Any memorial of any deed, conveyance, will or de- 


viſe, which ſhall be regiſtered in the public office 
for regiſtering ſuch memorials, above all duties 
Payable thereon — 


Each and every exception or exceptions to any an- 
ſwer filed in any court of equity in this kingdom 


And a further duty for the ſame, after the rate of 
18. for every ninety words which each and every 
ſuch exception ſhall contain, over and above the 
firſt ninety words — 


And a further duty upon each and every ſuch ex- 
ception, over and above the firſt ten exceptions 


FX Fo 


And a further duty for the ſame, after the rate of 


28. 6d. for every ninety words which each and 
every ſuch exception ſhall contain, over and 
above the firſt ninety words — 


Any copy of any will atteſted by the proper officer 


of the Prerogative court, or any eccleſiaſtical 
court — 3 | 


Any inſurance of a lottery tigket . 
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Any declaration, plea, replication, rejoinder, de- G. . d. 
murrer, or other pleadings whatſoever, in any 
court of law, or any copy thereof — — — 2 


Any depoſitions taken in the court of Chancery or 
court of Exchequer (except the paper drafts of 
ſuch depotitions taken by virtue of any commit- 
hon betore they are engroſſcd) which are not 
he: cin- before charged | — — 7 


Any copy of any bill, anſwer, plea, demurrer, re- 
plication, rejoinder, interrogatorics, depoſitions, 
or other proceedings whatſoever, taken in the 
court of Chancery or court of Exchequer, or in 
any court of equity — — — 1 


Every almanack or calendar for any cne particular 
year, or for any time leſs than a year, which ſhall 


be printed on one ſheet or piece of paper only — — 2 
Every other almanack or calendar for any one par- 

ticular year — — — 4 
Exery almanack or calendar made to ſerve for ſeveral 

years, the reſpective rates of one penny — — 1 
And two-pence ſhall be paid for every ſuch year as 

aforeſaid — — 3 
Every Dublin Directory — 8 


Exery paper containing public news, intelligence or 
occurrence — — — 1 


Any inſtrument, entitling any perſon or perſons ex- 
porting any goods, wares or merchandizes to any 
drawback or bounty on exporting the ſame — — 1 


Anv licenic for retailing wine, beer, ale, ſpirits or 
cider — j — — — 1 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 


That there be paid for every advertiſement to be contained or 
publiſhed in any gazette, newſpaper, journal or daily accounts, to 
be publiſhed weekly or oftener, or in any other printed peper or 
pamphlet whatever, being diſperſed or made public yearly, month- 
ly, or at any other interval of time within the time aforeſaid, a 
duty of 18. ; and a further duty for the fame after the rate of 13. 
fur every ten lines which ſuch advertiſement ſnall contain over and 
above the firſt ten lines ; and for and upon every pamphlet or pa- 
per not exceeding fix ſheets in octavo, or in a lefler page, and not 
exceeding twelve ſheets in quarto, or twenty ſheets in folio fo 
printed, a duty after the rate of 28. for every ſheet of any kind 
of paper which ſhall be contained in one printed copy or impreſs 
ſion thereof, | = ; 
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That for and upon all inſurances for inſuring houſes, furniture, 
goods, wares, merchandizes or other property from loſs by fire, 
which ſhall be made at any time during the time aforeſaid, a duty 
be paid after the rate of 18. for every 1001. inſured thereby. 


That towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his majeſty, a ge- 
neral letter-office or poſt-office, together with all inferior neceſſa- 
ry, offices, be continued within this kingdom during the time 
aforeſaid, and that there ſhall be levied and paid to his majeſty, 
his heirs and ſucceſſors, for the portage and conveyance of letters 


and packets by the ſaid offices the ſeveral rates hereafter men- 
tioned. 


That there ſhall be levied and paid to his majeſty, his heirs and 
ſucceſſors, during the time aforeſaid, for the port and conveyance 
of every ſingle letter or piece of paper from the office in this 
kingdom, where ſuch letter or piece of paper ſhall be put in, to 
any diſtance within the ſaid kingdom not exceeding fifteen miles 
Iriſh meaſure, the ſum of 2d. and to any diſtance exceeding fifteen 
miles and not exceeding thirty miles, the ſum of 4d. and for the 
port and conveyance of every double letter double the ſaid ſums 
reſpectively, and for every treble letter treble the ſaid ſums re- 
ſpectively, and of every ounce weight four times the ſaid ſums re- 
ſpectively, and ſo in proportion for any greater weight than an 


ounce, reckoning every quarter of an ounce equal to a fingle 
letter. 


That every letter or packet directed from any place in this k ĩng- 
dom to any parts in Great Britain or beyond the ſeas, or received 
in this Kingdom from Great Britain or any parts beyond the ſeas, 
ſnall be charged and pay according to the rates aforeſaid, for its 
portage and conveyance within this kingdom from or to Dublin, 
or from or to Donaghadee, or from or to Waterford, according 


as it ſhall be reſpectively ſhipped from or landed in any of the 


ſaid places. : 


That every letter or packet paſſing through the general poſt- 
office in the city of Dublin from any place within this kingdom, 
not leſs diſtant than four miles from the ſaid office to any place 
within the ſaid kingdom, not leſs diſtant likewife than four miles 
from the ſaid office, ſhall be charged and pay according to the 
diſtances in the foregoing reſolutions to Dublin, and be further 
charged and pay according to the faine from Dublin. 


That for every letter or packet directed on board or brought 
or ſent from on board any ſhip or veſſel riding or ſtopping in any 
port within this kingdom, there ſhall be charged and paid over 
and above the rates aforeſaid the ſum of 14. 


That towards raifing the ſaid ſupply a penny poſt-office be con- 
tinued in the city of Dublin, for the port and conveyance of let- 
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ters and packets within a circuit of four miles from the general 
poſt-office in the ſame city. | 


That for every letter or packet of any weight which ſhall be 
ſent to or delivered from the general poſt-office by the penny-poſt 
from or to any place, not being within the limits of the ſaid city, 
as they are aſcertained and deſcribed in a map or ſurvey made by 
Thomas Mathews, and depoſited in the general poſt-office, there 


ſhall be paid the ſum of 1d. over and above or exclufive of the 
rates aforeſaid. 


That for the port and conveyance of any letter or packet, be- 
| Ing not more than four ounces in weight, from or to any place 

within the city of Dublin by the penny poſt office, there ſhall 
be paid at the time of putting fuch letter or packet into the of- 
fice the ſum of 1d. ; and for the port and conveyance of every 
letter or packet, not exceeding the like weight, from any place 
in the ſaid city to any place outſide of the ſaid city within the 
circuit of the penny poſt- office, or from any place outſide of the 
faid city within the circuit of the pcany-polt to any place within 
the ſaid city, there ſhall be paid at the time of putting in ſuch 


letter or packet the fum of Id. and a further ſum of id. on the 
delivery thereof. 


That there ſhall be paid to his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
for the delivery in Dublin of each Britiſh or foreign printed newſ- 
paper, and each printed vate or proceeding in parliament, arriv- 
ing at the general poli-office in Dublin, Donaghadee or Water- 
ford, without cover, or in cover open at the ſides, the ſum of id. 
over and above al! foreign poſtage charged thereon. 


That there ſhall be paid to his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
for the port and conveyance through this kingdom of each print- 
ed newſpaper, directed from any part of Ireland to any part of 
Great Britain, without covers, or in covers open at the tides, the 
ſum of id. and no more, which ſum of id. ſhall be paid on ihe 


delivery of every ſuch newſpaper at the poſt-office from whence 
it is diſpatched in this kingdom. 


That towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his majeſty, the 


ſeveral additional and other rates, duties and impolitions herein 
after-mentioned, ſhall be raiſed, levied, collected and paid to his 
majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, from the 25th day of March, 
1789, to the 25th day of March, 1790, incluſive, 


That the following duties ſhall be paid for and upon all wines 
of the growth of Portugal and Madeira imported into this king- 
dom during the time aforcfaid ; if filled and imported by natives, 
221 4s. 8d. ; if filled and imported by ſtrangers, 231. —s. 2434d. ; 
if unfilled and imported by natives, 20l. 148. ; if unfilled and 


imported by ſtrangers, 21], 8s. by the tun for every tun thereof, 
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and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity; the ſaid 
duties to be paid down in ready money net, without any diſcount 
or allowance, and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, 
exciſe or other duties payable to his majeſty for the ſame by vir- 


tue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this king- 
dom. 


That the following duties ſhall be paid for and upon all Rhe- 
niſh wine imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid ; 
if filled and imported by natives, 271. 19s. 10759. ; if filled and 
imported by ſtrangers, 291. gs. 1075d. ; if unfilled and imported 
by natives, 251. 13s. 10:5:d.; if unfilled and imported by 
ſtrangers, 271. —s. 10532d. by the tun for every tun thereof, 
and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity; the ſaid 
duties to be paid down in ready money net, without any diſcount 
or allowance, and to be in lieu and full fatisfa&tion of all cuſtom, 
exciſe or other duties payable to his majeſty for the ſame by virtue 
of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom, 


That the following duties ſhall be paid for and upon all Spaniſh 
wine imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid; if 
filled and imported by natives, 221 48. 8d. if filled and imported 
by ſtrangers, 231. —8. 253 d.; if unfilled and imported by na- 
tives, 20l. 148. if unfilled and imported by ſtrangers, 211. 88. by 
the tun for every tun thereof, and ſo in proportion for any greater 
or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to be paid down in ready money 
net, without any diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu and full 
ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, exciſe or other duties payable to his 
majeſty for the ſame by virtue of any act or acts of parliament 
herctofore made in this kingdom. 


That during the time aforeſaid the like duty ſhall be paid for 
all wines imported from the Canaries, and all other the dominions 
of Spain, as upon Spaniſh wine; the ſaid duties to be paid down in 
ready money net, without any diſcount or allowance, and to be 
in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, exciſe or other duties 
payable to his majeſty for the ſame by virtue of any a& or acts of 
parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 


That the following duties ſhall be paid for and upon all other 
wines imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, ex. 
cept wines of the growth of France or the French dominions in 
Europe; if filled and imported by natives, 28]. gs. 1042d. if 
filed and imported by ſtrangers, 3ol. 38. 25d. ; if unfilled and 
imported by natives, 261. 28. 10185 fd, if unfilled and imported 
by ſtrangers, 27l. 128. 105d. by the tun for every tun thereof, 
and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity; the ſaid 
duties to be paid down in ready money net, without any diſcount 
or allowance, and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, 
exciſe or other duties payable to his majeſty for the ſame by vir- 
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tue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this king- 
dom. 


That vpon the regular exportation of wines, whether by natives 
or ſtrangers, within three years after the importation thereof, to 
any plece or places except the Britiſh plantations in America and 
the Weſt Indies and the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, 
there ſhall be paid the ſeveral drawbacks ſpecified in the annexed 
ſchedule, No. XIII. 


SC HE DU L E, No. XIII. 


A ſchedule of the drawbacks upon every ton of wine exported 
within three years after the importation thereof. | 


Not having paid aliens duty. 
Filled. Unfilled. 
| L. 1. d. 2oths. C. s. d. 20ths. 
Spaniſh, Canary, and wines of | 
the dominions of Spain, Por- 
tugal and Madeira wine — 17 4 8 — 16 4 — — 
All other wines, except wines | 
of France, or the French, 
dominions in Europe - 23 9 10 16 21 12 10 18? 


Having paid aliens duty, 
Filled. Unſilled. 
C. 1. d. 20ths. C. 1. d. 20ths. 
Spaniſh, Canary, and wines of 
the dominions of Spain, Por- 
tugal and Madeira wine 16 6 10 133 15 8 — — 
All other wines, except wines 
of France, or the French 
dominions in Europe 23 9 10 16 21 12 10 187 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committce, 


That a tax of 48. in the pound be laid upon all falaries, profits 
of employ ments, fees and penſions, payable during the time afore- 
faid to the perſons who ſhall not actually refide fix calendar months 
in this kingdom between the 25th day of March, 1789, and the 
25th day of March, 1790, except the deſcendants of his Ma- 
jeſty's royal grandfather, and except the chief governor and his 
ſecretary ; and alſo except the Duke of Bruatwick, Prince Fer- 
dinand, the Duke and Ducheſs of Athol, the repreſentatives of 
the right honourable Lord Baron Hawke of the kingdom of 
Great Brita n, and George. Charles, Eſq; if his-majefly ſhall 
think fit by his ſign manual to exempt them from the ſaid tax; 
and alſo except all officers of the army, ſo far as reſpects the 
pay ariſing from their regimental commiſſions; and alſo except 
the half-pay officers on the eſtabliſhment, and the widows of. 
officers. | 


1 rar 


That bounties ought to be given on all plain Iriſh linens and 
on all Iriſh linens and Iriſh callicoes, and cotton mixed with linen 
printed, painted, ſtained or dyed in this kingdom, being the 
breadth of 25 inches or more, and not exceeding when plain and 
unpainted, unſtained, unprinted or undyed, the value of 18. 75d, 
per yard; and alſo on Iriſh diapers and huckabacks, ſheetings 
and other linens above yard wide, and not exceeding 18. 7 d. the 
{quare yard in value, which ſhall be exported from this kingdom 
to Africa, America, the Weſt Indies, Spain, Portugal, Gibral- 
tar or Minorca, during the time aforeſaid, after the rates follow- 
ings that is to ſay, a bounty of 3d. per yard for all under the 
value as aforeſaid of 5d. per yard; and a bounty of id. per yard 
for all of the value of 5d. and under 632d. the yard; and a 
bounty of 15d. per yard for all of the value of 65d. and under 
the value of 18. 7;d. the yard; and a bounty of zd. per yard 
for all chequed and ftriped linen not exceeding 18. 75d. nor 
under 7d. per yard in value; and a bounty of 13d. for every ſquare 
yard of diapers, huckabacks, ſheetings and other linens upwards 
of a yard in breadth, nbt exceeding 1s. 75d. the ſquare yard in 
value; and a bounty of 635d. for every three ells of Iriſh made 
ſail cloth or canvas fit for or made into fails, which ſhall be ex- 
ported by way of merchandize to any place except Great Britain, 
France or the French dominions in Europe, during the time 
aforeſaid, and fo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantities 
the value of all ſuch linen if printed, ſtained, ſtamped or dyed, 
or of ſuch callicoes and cottons mixed with linen, whereupon 
they are to be reſpectively intitled to the bounties afcreſaid, to 
be deemed their value when in a plain ſtate, and excluſive of 
ſuch painting, ſtaining, ſtamping or dying. 


That in order to encourage the growth. of flax- ſeed in this 
kingdom, it will be expedient to diſcontinue all bounties on the 
import of foreign ſeed, and to give bounties to encourage the 


cultivation of it at home. . 


That there be raiſed, levied, collected and paid to his ma- 
jeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, during the time aforeſaid, an 
additional impoſt or duty, after the rate of 5l. per centum 
on the produce or amount of the duties payable on all teas 
and wines imported, except wines of the growth of Spain, 
Portugal or Madeira, and of France, or the French dominions in 
Europe, and on the amount of the cuſtoms inwards, import ex- 
ciſe, additional and other duties which ſhall be due and payable 
to his majeſty, his beirs and ſucceſſors during the time aforeſaid, 
and which ſhall be collected in this kingdom, for and upon any 
goods and merchandize imported into the ſame, except upon to- 
baccqes, hops and ſugars, and the ſeveral goods or merchandizes 
of the product or manufacture of the Britiſh colonies in America 


or the Weſt Indies, or the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of 
Vor. IX. | R : 
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Africa, whereupon any duties are impoſed or altered this ſeſſion 
of parliament ; and alſo except the following articles, being of 
the growth, produce or manufacture of France or the French 
dominions in Europe, viz. beer, hardware cutlery, cabinet ware 
and turnery, manufactures of iron, ſteel, copper and braſs, cottons, 
woollens, knit and wove hoſiery, cambricks and lawns, linens 
made of flax or hemp, ſadlery, gauzes, millinery made of muſlin, 
lawn, cambrick or gauze, porcelain, earthen-ware, pottery, glaſs 
and glaſs ware, 


That a duty of 20s. be paid by every perſon manufacturing 
candles for ſale in this kingdom at any time during the time 
aforeſaid. 


That a duty of 208. be paid by every perſon ſelling or manu- 
facturing paper hangings for ſale in this kingdom at any time 
during the time aforeſaid. 


That a duty of 208. be paid by every perſon manufacturing 
ſoap for ſale in this kingdom at any time during the time 
aforeſaid. | 


That every perſon ſelling tea or groceries by retail at any time 
during the time aforeſaid, in any town corporate in this king- 
dom, ſhall pay a duty of 208. and in any other part of this king- 
dom a duty of 10s, | 


That a duty of 208. be paid by every perſon ſelling or making 
any gold or ſilver plate for ſale in this kingdom at any time dur- 
ing the time aforeſaid. | 


That it 1s the opinion of this committee, that a duty of 20s. 
be paid by every perſon who ſhall keep a tan-yard or tan-pit, or 
tan leather for ſale in this kingdom, at any time during the time 
aforeſaid. 


That a duty of 40s. be paid by every factor or perſon ſelling 
home-made (pirits in this kingdom, and not being a diſtiller or 
licenſed as a retailer, at any time during the time aforeſaid. 


That a duty of 40s. be paid by every perſon who ſhall keep any 


coffee houſe in this kingdom at any time during the time afore- 


ſaid. 


That a duty of 101. be paid by every perſon carrying on the 
buſineſs of a pawnbroker, at any time during the time aforeſaid. 


That every perſon ſelling ſpirits by retail within the city of 
Dublin or five miles thereof, ſhall pay a duty of tos. over and 
above all rates payable during the time aforeſaid. PAS. 


That a duty of 208. be paid by every perſon that doth or ſhall 


ſell or tap out by retail any cider, at any time during the time 
aforeſaid. 
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That towards raiſing - the ſupply granted to his majeſty, a tax 
be laid on all travelling tinkers, ſmiths, caſters of iron and metal, 
and on all perſons hawking about tea or coffee; and on all hawk- , 
ers, pedlars, petty chapmen, or any other trading perſons going 
from town to town, or to other mens? houſes, travelling either 
on foot or with horſe, or otherwiſe carrying to ſell or expoſing 
to ſale any goods, wares or merchandizes, except the real workers 
or makers of any goods or wares within this kingdom who ſhall 
deal only in felling ſuch goods or wares ; excepting alſo coopers, 
glaziers and harneſs-makers. 


That the ſaid tax laid upon all hawkers, pedlars, petty chap- 
men or other trading perſons as aforeſaid, be 40s. on every ſuch 
hawker, pedlar, petty chapman or other perſon ; and alſo that a 
further ſum of 40s. be laid on every hawker, pedlar, petty chap- 
man or other trading perſon as aforeſaid, travelling with a horſe, 
aſs, mule, or other beaſt bearing or drawing burthen, for each 
horſe, aſs, mule or other beaſt bearing or drawing burthen he 
or ſhe ſhall ſo travel with, over and above the ſaid firſt- mentioned 
tax of 40s. duriny the time aforeſaid. 


That towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his majeſty, a tax 
be laid upon all perſons hawking about trees, ſhrubs and plants 
for ſale ; and on all perſons who ſhall ſell or expoſe to fale in any 
ſtall, ſtand, ſhed, booth or bulk, or other place not being a part 
of or in his dwelling houſe, any new or old books, maps, prints, 
charts, pamphlets or drawings; and on every perſon who ſhall 
ſell or expoſe to ſale any glaſs bottles, not being the maker or 
importer thereof, or not ſelling wine, ſpirits, beer or ale; and on 
every perſon who ſhall ſell or expoſe to ſale old iron or old lead; 
and alſo on every perſon who ſhall ſell or expoſe to ſale old cloaths 
in any ſtall, ſtand, ſhed, booth, bulk, ſhop or other place, except 
ſuch perſons as ſhall deal only in ſelling acts of parliament, forms 


of prayer, proclamations, gazettes, newſpapers or almanacks, or 
fiſh, fruit or victuals. : 


That the ſaid tax laid upon all perſons hawking about trees, 
ſhrubs or plants, or ſelling or expoſing to ſale any new or old 
books, maps, prints, charts, pamphlets or drawings, or ſelling 
or expoſing to fale any glaſs bottles, old iron or old lead" or old 
cloaths as aforeſaid, be 40s. during the time aforeſaid. 


That for and upon every coach, chariot, berlin, calaſh or chaiſe 
with four wheels which any perfon ſhall keep in his or her poſſeſ- 
fion at any time during the time aforeſaid, there ſhall be paid a 
duty of 4l. except cabriolets, garden chairs, hackney or ſtage 
carriages, or carriages kept by the makers for ſale; and for and 
upon all chaiſes with two wheels which any perſon ſhall keep in 
his or her poſſeſſion, a duty of 158. except hackney chaiſes or 
chaiſes kept by the makers for * 

2 
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That towards raifing the ſupply granted to his majeſty, there 
be paid a duty of 1s. on every entry inwards which ſhall be made 
in the port of Dublin during the time aforeſaid, except poſt entries 
aad entries of coals, over anc. above all other duties or fees pay- 
able by any law or uſage for the ſame. 


That a duty of gs. 25d. per hundred weight be laid upon all 
cordage, tarred or untarred, imported into this kingdom during 
the tune aforeſaid, except from Great Britain, France, and the 
French dominions in Europe. | ; 


That a duty of 6d. per pound weight be laid on all coffee 
which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time afore- 
faid, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity ; the 
faid duty to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, exciſe 
or other duties payable by virtue of any act or acts of parliament 
heretofore made in this kingdom upon the importation thereof. 


That a further duty of 6d. be laid on every pound weight of 
all coffee imported, during the time aforeſaid, which ſhall. be 


delivered out for conſumption in this kingdom. 


It was ordered that leave be given to bring in one or more bill 
or bills purſuant to the ſaid reſolutions and the reſolutions of the 
committee of ſupply ; and that the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
the Prime Serjeant, the Attorney General, the Solicitor General, 
Mr Maſon and Mr. George Ponſonby do prepare and bring i 


the ſame. 


2 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to infert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, to exempt from 
any duties thereby to be impoſed on the ſeveral articles following ; 
all bills of Exchange, accounts, bills of parcels, and all bills or 
notes not ſealed for payment of money at fight or upon demand 
or at the end of certain days of payment ; alfo the probate of any 
will or letters of adminiſtration of any common ſeaman or ſoldier 
vho ſhall be flain or die in his majeſty's ſervice, a ſufficient certi- 
ſicate beiug produced and oath made of the truth thereof; alſo 
any warrant made by recognizance taken before any juſtice or 
juitices of the peace, or any proceedings which ſhall relate to any 
trial of avy common ſoldier; alſo all pamphlets or newſpapers; 
all acts of parliament ; all proclamations, orders of council, or 
any publication thereof; all forms of prayer and thankſgiving, 
and acts of ſtate which ſhall be ordered by his majeſty, his heirs 
and ſuceeſſors to be printed, and all votes or other matters which 
are or ſhall be ordered to be printed by either houſe of parlia- 
ment, and all books commonly uſed in any of the ſchools of Ire- 
land, or books containing any matter of devotion or piety, and 
fingle advertiſements and daily accounts, or bills of goods import- 
ed or exportcd ; aud alfo to exempt from payment of more than 
64. all indeutures of apprenticeſhip where no apprentice fee ſhall 
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be given, or if any fee be given it ſhall not exceed the ſum of 
101. ; alfo to exempt all perſons who ſhall be admitted to ſue or 


defend in forma pauperis, ſo far as relates to the ſuit in which he 
or ſhe ſhall be ſo admitted. | 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, to exempt from 
the duties of poſtage all letters and packets not exceeding two 
ounces, ſent from and to any place within the kingdom of Ire- 
land, during the fitting of any ſeſſion of parliament, or within 
forty days before or forty days after any ſummons or prorogation 
of the ſame, which ſhall be figned on the outſide thereof by any 
member of either of the two houſes of parliament in this King- 
dom, and whereof the whole ſuperſcription ſhall be of the hand- 
writing of any ſuch member, and on which there ſhall he endorſ- 
ed, in the ſame hand-writing, the month, and the day of the 
month and year when the ſame ſhall be put into any poſt-office of 
this kingdom to be forwarded by the poſt, the day and month to 
be in words at length, and ſhall alſo have indorſed thereon, in the 
ſame hand-writing, the name of the poſt-town from which the 
ſame is intended to be ſent ; provided always that no ſuch letter 
or packet ſhall paſs free of the duty of poſtage unleſs the member 
directing the ſame ſhall have actually been in the poſt-town, or 
within the diftri& or delivery of ſuch polt-town where ſuch let. 
ters or packets ſhall be put in to be forwarded by poſt on the day 
of the date ſuperſcribed on ſuch letter or packet, and alſo except 
all letters or packets not exceeding the like weight which ſhall 
during the fitting of any ſeſſion of parliament, or within forty 
days before or forty days after any ſummons or prorogation of 
the ſame, be directed from any place in this kingdom to any 
member of either houſe of parliament of this kingdom at the 
place where he ſhall actually be at the time of the delivery there- 
of, or at any of his uſual places of reſidence, or at the houſe of 
parliament of which he is a member; and alſo except all letters 
and packets directed from and to any place within this kingdom 
to his majeſty's lieutenant general or other chief governor or go- 
vernors of Ireland, his majefty's principal ſecretary of ſtate for 
the kingdom of Ireland, the chief ſecretary of the ſaid lieute. 
nant-general or other chief governor or governors of Ireland, the 
ſecretary for the provinces of Ulſter and Munſter, the under 
ſecretary and firſt clerk for the civil department in the ſaid chief 
ſecretary's office, the under ſecretary and firſt clerk for the mili- 
. tary department in the office of the ſaid chief ſecretary, or to his 
majeity's poſtmaſter-general of this kingdom, the ſecretary of the 
{aid general poſt-office, the comptroller of the ſorting-office in 
the ſaid general poſt-office, the ſurveyors of the ſaid general 
-poſt-office, and the regiſter of the royal hoſpital, all for the time 
being; and all letters. and packets ſent from any of the ſaid 
officers, ſigned, ſuperſeribed and dated as aforeſaid, from and to 


246 PARLIAMENTARY Tres. 28, 


any place in this kingdom, which relate to the buſineſs of their 
reſpectiec offices, or their own private concerns only ; alſo print- 
ed receipts for the pay of out- penſioners of the royal hoſpital, 
under ſuch regulations; alſo all printed votes or proceedings in 
parliament, or printed newſpapers, being ſent by the poſt with- 
out covers, or in covers open at the fides, which ſhall be figned 
on the ontiide thereof by any member of parhament, or which 
ſhall be directed to any member of parliament at any place within 
this kingdom whereof he ſhall have given notice in writing to the 
pine general, or be ſent by certain officers in the office of 

is majeſty's poſtmaſter general, who ſhall be thereunto licenſed 
by the ſaid poſtmaſter general. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that every 
ſingle letter or piece of paper with patterns of ſilk, ſtuff, cotton 
or any other goods or commodities whatſoever incloſed therein, 
containing ſuch ing only as reſpects ſuch patterns, and not 
weighing in the whole more than one ounce, ſhall be charged and 
pay poſtage as a double letter only. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that all 
Britiſh or foreign printed newſpapers, printed votes or proceed- 
ings in parliament, which ſhall be ſent from parts beyond the 
| ſeas in covers open at the ſides, or without covers, ſhall be charg- 
ed and pay to his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the ſum of 
1d. and no more, for the port and conveyance of each newſpaper, 
printed vote or proceeding. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee to 
iuſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that there ſhall be 
paid to his mzjeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, for the port and con- 
veyance through this kingdom of each printed newſpaper, direct- 
ed from any part of Ireland to any part of Great Britain without 
covers, or in covers open at the ſides, the ſum of id. and no 
more; which ſum of 1d. ſhall be paid on the delivery of ſuch 
newſpaper at the poſt-office from whence it is diſpatched in this 

kingdom. | 
It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, authorizing 
and requiring the poſtmaſter general and his deputies to demand 
and receive for all letters and packets which ſhall come to any 
office in this kingdom from Great Britain, or from any parts 
beyond the ſeas, ſuch poſtage as ſhall be charged thereon for their 
conveyance to this kingdom, excluſive of and in addition to any 
rates which may be chargeable thereon, purſuant to the reſolu- 
tions of the committee of ways and means and ſupply, for the 
port and conveyance within this kingdom, and to account for 
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and pay the ſame to the revenue of the poſt- office charging ſuch 
poſtage. . 

It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, to empower 
the commiſſioners of his majeſty's exciſe, or any three of them, 
and the collectors of his majeſty's exciſe in their ſeveral diſtricts, 
to grant licenſes for the ſelling of cider by retail; and that for 


every ſuch licenſe the ſum of 1s, 1d. and no more ſhall be paid 
or demanded as a fee. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that the re- 
ſpective deputy or deputies of all and every perſon and perſons 
who by reaſon of any ſalaries, profits of employments, fees or 
penſions, ſhall be liable to the ſaid tax of 4s. in the pound, ſhall 
deliver in upon oath before the chief baren or any one of the 
barons of his majeſty's court of Exchequer, or before any two 
Juſtices of the peace, an account of the net profits of the ſaid 
employments of all and every ſuch perſon or perſons who ſhall 
not have reſided within this kingdom for the ſpace of fix calendar 
months between the 25th day of March, 1789, and the 25th day 
of March, 1790, under a penalty. | 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that the re- 
ſpective ſecretaries to the commiſſioners, and agents of thoſe who 
are intitled to receive any ſalaries or penſions, ſhall deliver in 
upon oath before the chief baron or any of the barons of his 
majeſty's court of Exchequer, or before any two juſtices of the 
eace, a liſt of the officers of the revenue, and of all perſons 
intitled to ſalaries or penſions who ſhall not have reſided within 
this kingdom for the ſpace of fix calendar months between the 
25th day of March, 1789, and the 25th day of March, 1790, 
under a penalty. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that a ſum of 
3501. net ſhall be paid to the truſtees of the linen and hempen 
manufactures out of the duties impoſed this ſeſſion upon coffee, 
to be by them applied in ſuch manner as ſhall appear to them 
moſt conducive to promote the linen and hempen manufactures. 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, directing that 
the duty of 18. on every entry inwards in the port of Dublin, 
except poſt entries and entries of coals, ſhall be paid by the col- 
letor to the truſtees of the Royal Exchange in the city of Dub- 
lin, to be by them applied towards diſcharging the debts by them 
contracted for byilding, furniſhing and repairing the ſame, and 
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for the future repairs thereof, to be accounted for before the 
commiſſionets of impreſt accounts. | 


It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills to oblige every 
perſon chargeable with the duty on carriages with four wheels, 
and alſo on chaiſes with two wheels, to return a true account of 
all coaches, berlins, chariots, calaſhes and chaiſes with four wheels, 
und chaiſes with two Wheels, kept by him, ber or them, under a 
penalty. 

It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or Cauſes in the ſaid bill or bills to repeal ſo 
much of an act paſſed in the twenty-fixth year of his prefent ma- 
jeſty's reign, intitled an act for continuing the encouragement 
given by former acts of parliament for promoting and carrying on 
inland navigations in this kingdom, as continues the duties on 
carriages from the 25th day of March, 1789, to the 25th day 
of March, 1790. 


It was ordered that it be an iuſtruction to the ſaid committee to 
inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that a ſum of 
26351. net be paid out of the duties upon carriages, and applied 
in the ſame manner as the duties by the ſaid laſte mentioned act of 
the twenty: ſixth year of his preſent majeſty were directed to be 
paid and applied. | 

It was ordered that it be an inſtruction to the faid committee to 
inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the fard bill or bills, that the duty of 
10l. upon every perſon carrying on the bufineſs of a patrnbroker, 
and alſo the duty of 10s. upon every perſon ſelſing ſpirits by re- 
tail within the city of Dublin or five miles thereof, be collected 
by the commiſſioners appointed in purfuance of an act of the 
twenty ſixth year of his preſent majeſty's reign, intitled an act 
for tlie better execution of the law within the city of Dublin and 
certain parts adjoining thereto, and for quieting and protectiug 

ſſeſſions within this kingdom, for the more expeditious tran- 
Iportation of felons, for reviving, continuing and amending cer- 
tain ſtatutes therein mentioned, and for repealing an act paſſed in 
the 17th and 18th years of his preſent majeſty, intitled an act for 
improving the police of the city of Dublin, and for other pur- 
poſes, and applied to the purpoſes of the ſaid act. | 


It was ordered that it he an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that the duty 
upon all perſons hawking about trees, ſhrubs or plants for ſale, 
on all perſons who ſtiall ſell or expoſe to ſale in any tall, ſtand, 
ſhed, booth or bulk, or other place not being a part of or in his 
dwelling houſe, any new or old books, maps, prints, charts, 

phlets or drawings, and on every perſon who ſhall expoſe to 
fale any glaſs bottles not being the maker or importer thereof, or 
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not ſelling wine, ſpirits, beer or ale; and alſo on every perſon 
who ſhall ſell or expoſe to ſale any old iron or old lead; and alfo 
on every perſon who ſhall ſell or expoſe to ſale old cluaths in any 
ſtall, ſtand, ſhed, booth, bulk, ſhop or other place, be collected 
by the commiſſioners appointed under the ſaid act of the twenty- 


ſixth year of his preſent majeſty, and applied to the purpoſes of 
the faid act. | 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER preſented to the. 
houſe, according to order, 


A bill for granting unto his majeſty, his heirs-and ſucceſſors, 
an additional duty on hides, beer, ale and other goods and mer- 
chandizes therein mentioned, and for prohibiting the importation 
of all gold and filver lace, except of the manufacture of Great 
Britain, and of all cambricks and lawns, except of the manu- 
facture of Great Britain and France and the French dominions 
in Europe, and of all hops, except of the growth of Great Bri- 
tain and the Britiſh plantations. 


A bill for granting unto his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
duties on the wines therein mentioned, and cordage, and alſo a tax 


upon all ſalaries, profits of employments, fees and penſions therein 
mentioned. 


A bill for granting to his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, cer. 
tain duties and rates upon the portage and conveyance of all let- 
ters and packets within this kingdom. 


A bill for granting to his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, cer- f 
tain duties upon malt. 


A bill for regulating the coffee trade, and for granting to his 
majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the ſeveral duties therein men- 
tioned upon coffee. 


A bill to promote the linen and hempen manufacture, by en- 
ereaſing the ſupply of Iriſh flax-ſeed, and encouraging the export 
of linens and fail-cloth, and for granting to his majeſty, his heirs 
and ſucceſſors, the duties therein mentioned. 


A bill for granting to his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, ſe- 
veral duties therein mentioned, to be levied by the commiſſioners 
for managing the ſtamp duties. 


| Which were received and read the firſt time, and ordered te 
be read a ſecond time on Monday next. x 
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Monvpay, March 2, 1789. 


The loan bill being read a ſecond time, 


Mr. Paxsoxs objected to the bargain made for the public as 
highly diſadvantageous ; that the change of four per cent. for 
three and a half per cent. dehentures was unjuſt and unneceſſary ; 
unjuſt to thoſe who were holders of the four per cent. debentures; 
and unneceſſary, for a greater advantage would be obtained to 
the nation by an application of the price of lotteries to the re- 
duction of the national debt, and no injury done to the public 
creditors. 


The CHANCELLOR or THE ExcuEQUER replied, that the 
bargain was the beſt for the public that could be obtained, and 
that an advantage had been gained by the exchange of Treaſury 
bills, 


Sir Fa Ax cis HuTcsinsow ſaid the argument on its merits 
might be compriſed in a narrow compaſs, as he had proved, be- 
fore the bili was brought in, that no merit could be claimed for 
the contract from the reduction of intereſt on Treaſury bills, 
which, from the premium they bore when this contract was ne- 
.gociating in January, 1788, did then, in fact, bring a lower in- 
terelt to the purchaſer than the contractors engaged to procure 
the new bills at ; ſo the whole merit of the year's bargain was 
confined to the exchanging 5182 four per cent. debentures to 33 
per cent. which is not likely to coſt the contractors more than 71. 
each debenture, as they ſold thoſe of laſt year at 93l. and the 
preſent price is at leaſt 94]. which ſhews, that the whole of what 
the lottery of 1789 will effect, is not worth more than 36,2741. 
probably much leſs ; whereas it might have been ſold for 100,000, 
as appears clearly by the prices which the two laſt Engliſh lotte- 
Ties were ſold at by the miniſter, in 1787 and 1788, viz. not leſs 
than 200,000). cach, though the prizes in 1787 amounted to 
only half a million, and in that negociated in 1988, and now 
drawing, to only 480,000]. conſequently the Iriſh lottery, (whoſe 
prizes amount to 200,000.) might have been ſold for 100,000l. 
profit to the nation, the Triſh tickets of 51. real value, ſelling in the 
laſt lottery for full half as much as the Engliſh ten pound tickets: 
So much better then, he alleged, a contract might have been 
made, even admitting that ſuch a bad meaſure for raiſing money 
as a lottery was neceffary. But as the right honourable gentle- 
man had faid he was ready to abandon the lottery, if its enemics 
would propoſe a good tax, which would raiſe as large a ſum, he 
would ſuggeſt one lately adopted iu England, viz. on attornies, 
whoſe number is at preſent above 900, on whom three pounds a 
vrar cach would produce a larger ſum than the 259 ll. which is tq 
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be ſaved by the half per cent. difference of intereſt between the 
old and the new debentures, which are to be exchanged by means 
of this year's lottery. He ſaid the attornies of worth and emi- 
nence would be well pleaſed at ſuch a tax, as it would tend to diſ- 
courage thoſe of a different claſs. 


The Speaker informed the houſe that the following letter had 
been delivered to him in the chair this day, which he read to the 
houſe : 


Treland. 


c Six, : 

& We have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of 
the houſe of commons, that in purſuance to their order we have 
preſented the addreſs of both houſes to his royal highneſs the 
Prince of Wales, who was graciouſly pleaſed to give us the en- 
cloſed anſwer, from which it will appear to the houſe, that it is 
our duty to wait his royal highneſs's further commands, 

We have the honour to be, 
DIR, 
your moſt obedient, 
humble ſervants, 


Tuos. ConorLy, 
| Joann O' NEIL, 

& London, Feb. 27, W. B. Poxsonsy, 
«. 19 Jas. STEWART.“ 


&« My Lords and Gentlemen, 4 

& The addreſs from the lords ſpiritual and temporal and com- 
mons of Ireland, which you have preſented to me, . demands my 
warmeſt and earlieſt thanks. | 

If any thing could add to the eſteem and affe&ion I have 
for the people of Ircland, it would be the loyal and affe&ionate 
attachment to the perſon and government of the king my father, 
manifeſted in the addreſs of the two houſes. | 

« What they have done, and their manner of doing it, is a 
new proof of their undiminiſhed duty to his majeſty, of their 
uniform attachment to the houſe of Brunſwick, and of their con- 
ſtant care and attention to maintain inviolate the concord and con- 
nection between the kingdoms of Great Britain and Ircland, ſo 
indiſpenſably neceſſary to the proſperity, the happineſs and liber- 
ties of both. | | 

If in conveying my grateful ſentiments on their conduct in 
relation to the king my father, and to the inſeparable intereſts 
of the two kingdoms, I find it impoſſible adequately to expreſs 
my feelings on what relates to myſelf, I truſt you will not be the 
leſs diſpoſed to believe that I have an underſtanding to compre. 
hend the value of what they have done, an heart that muſt re- 


« To the Right Honourable the Speater of the Houſe of Commons, 
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member, and principles that will not ſuffer me to abuſe their eon- 
. dence. 
«© But the fortunate change which has taken place in the cir- 
cumſtances which gave occaſion to the addreſs agreed to by the 
lords and commons of Ireland, induces me for a few days to de- 
lay gieing a final anſwer, truſting that the joyful event of his 
majeſty's reſuming the perſonal exerciſe of bis royal authority 
may then render it only neceſſary for me to repeat thoſe ſenti- 
ments of pratitude and affection for the loyal and generous peo. 
ple of Ireland which I feel indelibly imprinted on my heart.“ 


It was ordered that the letter, and his royal highneſs's an- 
ſwer, be entered in the journals of the houſe. 


The CnanceulorR or THE ExcHEQUER preſented to the 
houſe, according to order, 


A bill for granting unto his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
certain duties on carriages, 


A bill for licenſing hawkers and pedlars, petty chapmen, and 


other perſons. 


A bill for granting certain duties upon licenſes, to be taken 
out by the ſeveral perſons therein mentioned. 


A bill for facilitating the trade and intercouſe between this 
kingdom and the united ſtates of America. 


Which were received and read the firſt time, and ordered to 
be read a ſecond time to-morrow. pe, | 


— 
— 


Tokspav, Mascu 3, 1789. 


Mr. Gx Arran ſaid he roſe to offer to the houſe a reſolution 
which he thought abſolutely neceſſary, from a tranſaction that 
had hitely taken place. He thought it neceſſary to call to the 
atem ion of the houſe, eertain principles which the gentlemen with 
»who:whe had generally the honour to coincide, conſidered as the 
iadiſpenſable condition, without which no government could ex- 
pect their ſupport, and which the preſent government had reſiſted. 

The fifſt-was a reform of the police At preſent the inſti- 
tut ion could ouly be conſidered as a ſcheme of patronage to the 

caſtle, and corruption to the city -a ſcheme which had failed to 
anſwer the end of preſerving public peace, but had fully ſucceeded 
in extending the influence of the caſtle. ; 

It had been thrown ont on a former occaſion, when he had 
animated his intention of-reforming the pulice, that the bill to 
be pre pole d would be as bad as that at preſent exiſting, but that 
allcrtiou wes not founded in truth. The" bill which be would 
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introduce was intended to reſcue the corporation of the city out 
of the ccut, and to make them reſponſible to the public for their 
conduct to reſtore the peace and liberty of the city, and to guard 
againlt any abuſe of power in thoſe to whom the guardianſhip 
of that peace and liberty ſhould be committed. This bill had in 
the laſt ſeſſion been ſtated as neceſſary, but had been reſiſted by 
Lord Buckingham's government ; but it ſhould now be ſoon 
introduced. 

Another principle much deſired, was to reſtrain the abuſe of 
penſions by a bill ſimilar to that of Great Britain. This principle, 
{aid he, Lord Buckingham has reſiſted, and his reſiſtance to it is 
one great cauſe of my oppoſing his government. 

To theſe he would add another principle—The reſtraining 
revenue officers from voting at elections; this, he obſerved, was 
a principle of the Britiſh parliament, and it was certainly more 
neceſſary here from what had lately taken place, where, by a cer- 
tain union of family intereſts, counties had become boroughs z 
and thoſe boroughs had become private property. 

But the principle to which he begged to call the immediate at- 
tention of the houſe was, that of preventing the great offices of 
the ſtate from being given to abſentees. This was a principle 
admitted by all to be founded in national right, purchaſed by 
liberal compenſation, and every departure from it muſt be conſi- 
dered as a ſlight to the nobility and gentry of Ireland, who cer- 
tainly were better entitled to the places of honour and truſt in 
their own country, than any abſentee could poſſibly be; but be- 
ſides the ſlight ſhewn to the nobility and gentry of Ireland, by 
beſtowing places of honour, of profit, and of truſt on abſentees, 
the draft of money from this country, the inftitution of deputies, 
| (a ſecond eſtabliſhment unneceſſary were the principals to reſide) 

the dauble influence ariſing from this raiſed the abuſe into an 
enormous grievance. 

He ſaid after the nation had recovered its liberty, one of the 
firſt objects was to bring home the great offices of the ſtate; theſe 
had been taken away in an unjuſt manner, and in violation of na- 
tive right, when the country was under oppreſſion, He did not 
mean to enter into a queſtion, whether too much was paid for 
bringing home great employments; he would not diſpute the 
price, as it was the purchaſe of a principle ; but the principle 
being once eſtabliſhed, that it was wiſe and honourable in the 
nation to purchaſe home the great offices of the ſtate, and this 
haivng been actually reduced to practice in inſtances of the Chan- 
cellorſhip of the Exchequer, the Vice Treaſureſhip, the Clerk of the 
Crown} and Hanaper, &c. it followed as a neceſſary conſequence, 
that the granting away again great places to abſentees muit be 


highly improper, and a groſs violation of the principle purchaſed 
by the nation, 
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He then adverted to the reverſionary patent granted to Mr. 
Grenville. Of that gentleman's merits in his own country he 
would ſay nothing; they could be no reaſon for granting him 
a great employment in this, where it was moſt certain he never 
would reſide, and therefore in condemning the grant, no one had 
a right to argue that it was condemned as a grant to the lord 
lieutenaut's brother, but as a grant to a perſon that muſt neceſſa- 
rily be an abſentee; it muſt be condemned as a flight, and an 
affront to the native reſident nobility and gentry of Ireland. 

He aſked the houſe, were they ready to ſubmit to ſuch an 
inſult? were they ready to ſubmit to have the principle which they 
had purchaſed violated? were they ready to return to that ſtate 
of degradation and contempt from which the ſpirit of the nation 
had fo lately emancipated itſelf ? If they were not, they would 
not heſitate to come to a reſolution, aſſerting the principle which 
they had purchaſed. He would ſubmit ſuch a reſolution, worded 
in the moſt guarded manner, not attacking» the prerogative of 
the crown to grant, but condemning the advice by which the 
crown was miſled to abuſe that prerogative. He then moved the 
following reſolution. — | ” 

“ Reſolved, That recommendations for the purpoſe of granting 
the great offices of this kingdom, or the reverſion of great offices 
to abſentees are improvident and prejudicial, eſpecially now as 
great annual charges have been incurred by making compenſation 
to abſentees for reſigning their offices, that thoſe offices might be 
granted to reſidents.“ 


Mr. Paxsoxs roſe to ſpeak as ſoon as Mr Grattan had con- 


cluded his motion. E 


Mr. GzaTrTan ſaid, if the honourable gentleman ſeconds my 
motion, I ſhall withdraw it. 


Mr. Parsowns Alt is impoſſible to refrain a moment from taking 
notice of what the right honourable member has juſt ſaid, * that 
if 1 ſecond his motion he will withdraw it.“ A more extraordi- 
nary or more unparliamentary ſentence I believe never fell from 
the lips of any man; but his declaration upon this occaſion is 
ſimilar to his conduct upon many former ones, in which he acted 
from private pique when it was his duty to have ated from public 
principle. | 

I did not riſe to ſecond his motion, but to refiſt it—nor 
| ſhould I have riſen ſo early to do ſo, did I not think that ſome 
expreſſions of the right honourable gentleman were manifeſtly 
pointed at me. did ſay upon a late occaſion that the two mea- 
ſures ſet forth by the right honourable member, as the boons 
which the new adminiſtration was to confer upon this country, 
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appeared to me to be only empty allurements held out to country 
gentlemen to entice them to his ſtandard— I mean a limitation 
of penſions, and a reformation of the police. With reſpect to 
the firſt I did aſſert, that to mutilate a prerogative of the crown, 
by reſtricting its power in granting penſions, would be uncon- 
ſtitutional at a time when his majeſty was, from indiſpoſition, ren- 
dered incapable of protecting it; this was my ſentiment then, 
and I have been confirmed in it ſince, by the authority of ſeveral 
lawyers, who have concurred with me in this opinion. And the 
rinciple upon which I ground the opinion is this, and I wiſh 
it may be underſtood, for then it cannot be controverted ; that 
any bill reſtraining a prerogative of the crown, paſſed during a 
regency, for a longer term than the durationfof that regency, 
would be unconſtitutional. So far with reſpe& to the penſion 
bill, L did aſſert, But with reſpect to the police bill, I only ſaid 
I would venture to propheſy—to propheſy that it would be no 
more than an inadequate palliation of the inſtitution, without 
ſtriking at the root of its obnoxious principle—that this would be 
the caſe I did not as a fact aſſert ; for no man could be ſo ab- 
ſurd before a bill was even framed, and while it was no more than 
the embryo conception of another, as to aſſert any thing with 
refpe& to its adequacy or inadequacy as a matter of fact, when 
at moſt it could be but a matter of conjecture; I therefore only 
ſaid, and my words are in the recollection of every man who 
hears me, that as to this vaunted police bill, I ſhould venture to 
propheſy that it would be found, whenever it ſhould be produced, 
not to be a reformation of the police, but an unimportant modi- 
fication of it; and the reaſon I thought ſo was, becauſe the 
right honourable member [Mr, Grattan] was to be the author 
of it—for what great public meaſure did he ever undertake, that 
he did not blunder ?—Was not his recognition of Iriſh inde- 
pendence by the act of fimple repeal, a blunder ?—Was not his 
modification of the law of Poinings, according to his own ac- 
knowledgment in this houſe, and in this ſeſſion, by giving a 
conſtitution totally different from what he intended, a blunder? 
Was not his aſſenting to the firſt ſet of propoſitions, for eſtabliſh- 
ing a commercial intercourſe between this country and Great 
Britain, without taking as many days to conſider them as the 
parliament of England took months, a blunder ?—Was not his 
endorſing thoſe propoſitions with one hundred aad forty thouſand 
pounds a year additional taxation, 'and which has been inflicted 
upon this country, though the propoſitions have failed, an egre- 
gious blunder ? ; 3 
And after theſe reiterated blunders, what reaſon have I or any 
man to hope, that the police bill or any bill he frames will not be 
blundered ?—When therefore the right honourable member ſays, 
with an extraordinary licence of diction, “ that it has been aſſerted, - 
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and aſſerted falſely, that the bill promiſed, was intended to be as 
bad as the one now exiſting,” my anſwer now 13, that I never 
ſaid ſo as a matter of ſact, but a matter of opinion I may gueſs 
at, but cannot know the unrevealed intentions of any one—if 
then the right honourable member means to ſay, that I ſpoke it 
otherwiſe than as a matter of opinion, and to apply the word 
falſely to me, he has miſtated me, and I mult retort lus charge, 
and fay that be has ſpoken falſely, falſely, falſely. 


Mr. Cuxx Ax ſaid he profeſſed himſelf as much a friend as any 
man to liberal debate, but there were certain expreſſi ons that 
were contrary to all parliamentary order made uſe of. 


The Spraxtr moſt ſtrenuqQuſly recommended, and ſaid he 
hoped that no expreſſions of an acrimonious nature, would be 
dropped by gentlemen in debate. 


Mr. Passoxs.— The right honourable member profeſſes that 
no cenſure is to be thrown upon the lord lieutenant by the motion, 
yet I believe every one here underſtands that it is particularly 
aimed at the patent place lately granted in reverſion to the lord 
lieutenant's brother, on the lord heutenant's recommendation. — 
If it is not, why is it brought forward at this particular and me- 
lancholy criſis, when ſo many conſiderations of the maſt ſtupen- 
dous couſequence diſtract the public mind? And if it is aimed at 
Mr. Grenville*'s patent, I muſt conteſs that the motion comes 
with a peculiarly bad grace from the right honourable member. 
Mr. Grenville moved the bill of renunciation in England, and 
therefore is the object of unabating reſentment. His exertions 
compleated our independence, and what has been his reward ? 
He has received the reverſion of a patentee place, which perhaps 
he may never live to enjoy, for doing effectually by renunciation 
what the right honourable member received fifty thouſand" pounds, 
for doing ineffectually by fimple repeal. I will not ſay how far any 
man has a right to be rewarded for his public ſervices, but if it 
is the opinion of the right honourable member that the Rate 
ought to be ſerved without reward, he himſc!f ought to have ſet 
the example. But if the contrary is the general practice, I am 
ſure that in the opinion of every wiſe and candid man, no public 
ſervice could be much more deſerving of reward, than that per- 
formed by Mr, Grenville, in the act of rcenunciation—an act 
which quieted the public mind here, at a moſt critical con- 
junctare, and ratified the independency of this iſland for ever. 
Mr. Grenville deſerves well of this country; it required no com- 
mon exertions, and no common addreſs, to reconcile this act to 
the minds of many in England, to obviate the fears of ſome, the 
pride of others, the ignorance and prejudice of numbers. 
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I would aſk the volunteers of Ireland, who with their 

arms in their hands demanded this renunciation, whether the 
man that accompliſhed it, deſerves the rebuke that 1s pointed at 
him in that reſolution 2—TI would aſk that corps compoſed of 
all the lawyers in the kingdom, and who after three months 
deliberation almoit to a man proclaimed the inadequacy of the 
ſimple repeal, whether the man who accompliſhed the work of 
renunciation deſerve the rebuke of that reſolution -I would 
alk every wiſe. and honeſt man in the kingdom, for there was 
not one of that deſcription who did not think the renunciation 
molt deſirable if it were practicable, whether the man who has 
actually executed it, merits at this day the infidious rebuke con- 
tained in that reſolution ?—And I will aſk you, fir, and this 
aſſembly, whether you will concur in a perſonal attack againſt 
an individual whoſe only crime is, that againſt the efforts of the 
right honourable member, he has eitabliſhed the independency of 
Ireland upon a bafis that can never be ſhaken ?—lt 1s for this, 
that that reſolution againſt the lord lieutenant and Mr. Gren- 
ville, is brought forward this night—it is for this that every 
great and public meaſure is waved for the preſent, and precedence 
is given to that ungracious reſolution, the offspring of private 
ras I conclude, ſuffer me to obſerve, that having 
been interrupted more than once, by gentlemen who thought that 
ſome words I made uſe of were rather too ſtrong, I wiſh it to be 
remembered that I then ſpoke hypothetically, upon the ſuppoſi- 
tion that the word of the right honourable member, that was 
particularly noticed had been applied to me—if it was not, I wiſh 
to retract it, but if it was, I wiſh to retort it again. 


Mr. GsArrAx.—Sir, the ſpeech of the honourable member 
has been ſo diſorderly and extraordinary, that the houſe will permit 
me to make an immediate reply. He talks of ſimple repeal; he 
does not underſtand that queſtion, he does not know whether that 
meaſure was right or wrong. He ſpeaks of renunciation; of that 
he is equally ignorant. The merits or demerits of either queſtion, 
or of both queitions, ſurpaſs his capacity. He has arraigned my 
conduct, but his obſervations are as feeble as they are virulent. 
The member is a melancholy proof that a man may be ſcurrilous, 
who has not capacity to be ſevere. He ſpeaks of the public 
grant of 50,0001. and he ſays that I got that for bungling what 
the patentee was ſo fortunate to complete. He ſays fo, but why 
he ſhould ſay ſo, or on what grounds he talks, he is totally un- 
able to explain; he repeats a ſentence which he has heard, but 
the force or meaning, or foundation for the ſentence, the mem- 
ber cannot ſet forth ; the jingle of a period touches his ear, and 
he repeats it, and he knows not why The calumny urged 
againſt me by the member, is not his own. Could a member of 


parliament be liable to ſuch an imputation, I would ſay that 
Yar. I | 
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the hononrable gentleman has delivered here the ſpite which 
ſome other perſon has fpit into his mouth, and faithfully deli- 
vered for the amuſement of the houſe, at the expence of the 
member himfelf. His charge againſt me is what the Freeman's 
Journal ſtates without truth, but with more ability; he repegts 
a newſpaper in parliament, and that paper is a lyar. 


Mr. Paxsoxs here interrupted with offenfive language, for 
which he afterwards apologized to the houte, 


Orders were given to clear the gallery, and it was upwards cf 
an hour before order was completely reſtored, when the gallery 
doors were again opeucd ard ſtrangers admitted. 


Mr. Gxarrax reſumed his argument; he ſaid, that giving 
away the great offices of this kingdom, to abſentees, was taking 
away the property of this country and carrying it abroad, He 
aſked, what claim had Mr, Orde for the penſion of ſeventeen 
hundred pounds a year he had got on this eſtablihment? What 
claim can any ſecretary have for either penſion or employment? 
If the principle be admitted, ſaid he, that the giving away offices 
to abſentces is injurious to the kingdom, the prefent motion 


cannot be reſiſted. 


The ATTorxty GN AAL faid that he ſhould be extremely 
glad to ſee the whole patronage of the crown in Ireland beſtowed 
upon the members of both houſes of parliament, aud he had no 
doubt if things went on a little longer in the train in which 
for ſome time they had been, that object would be obtained. 

Gentlemen had fallen into error in ſuppoſing, that the compen- 
ſation given to Lord Clanbraſſil, for withdrawing from his hands 
the money of ſuitors, and lodging it in the National Bank, was to 
be continued to his ſucceſſor ; he might, if he would have ventured 
upon his memory, deny this upon a former day, for the pa- 
tent had paſſed through his hand, and therein ſpecially provided, 
that. the allowance made to Lord Clanbraffil az compenſation, 
ſhould not extend to any of his ſucceſſors in that office; and if 
Mr. Grenville ſhould live to enjoy the office, which was a very 
great chance conſidering the good health and conſtitution of Lord 
Clanbrafil, he would not receive one halfpenny of the compen- 
ſation money ; this, he faid, he thought neceſſary to ſtate in order 
to remove a miſtaken impreſſion. | 
As to the country having purchaſed the principle of bringing 
home all the great employments of the ſtate, he denied it; ſome 
of them had been brought, home becauſe they were of abſolute 
neceſſity, the firſt was the Chanceliorſhip of the Exchequer, By 
fome prepoſterous train of circumſtances, the buſineſs of the 
finance had fallen into the hands of the Attorney General for 
the time being, who from his habits of life and courſe of ſtudies, 
gould not poſſibly be ſuppoſed to underſtand any thing of the 
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matter; for his own part he would no more undertake the 
management of the finance, than he would to commaud the fleet, 
of England. The impropriety of the Attorney General's ma- 
nagiag the finance, being therefore obvious, the office of Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer was purchaſed home, by granting a pen- 
ſion to Mr. Hamilton, with power to ſell the penſion; and he 
would tell gentlemen why Mr. Hamilton had ſtipulated for that 
power; it was becauſe he would not ſubmit to that roll call of 
the penſion-liſt which took place every ſeſſion. This was the 
hiſtory of the purchaſe of the chancellorſhip of the Exchequer, 
and he believed that no one would wiſh to ſee it again exerciſed 
by any Attorney General, for any Attorney General that would 
attend to the duties of his own office, would find . to em- 
ploy his whole time. 

It had alſo been a matter he necellity to 8 home the 
office of Clerk of thę Crown and Hanaper to the court of Chan- 
cery; the perſon who had held that employment had been for 
twenty years an abſentee, during which time the buſineſs had 
been done in ſuch an irregular and flovenly manner, that a reform 
was indiſpenſable; if it were neceſſary he would give ſome la- 
mentable and alarming proofs to the houſe of the neceſſity there 
was far calling home that office. 

But as to the office in queſtion (Remembrancer) the neceſſity 
did not exiſt, as from the very nature of the employment it muſt 
be performed by deputy. The office is merely miniſterial, he ſits 
every day while the courts are open, under the barons, and he is 
not only under this controul, but in ſome inſtances under the con- 
troul of the Attorney General; the deputy being therefore al- 
ways preſent, the abſence of the principal was of no importance. 

Now, ſaid he, though I would wiſh, to beſtow all the great and 
profitable places of the ſtate upon members of both houſes of 
parliament, yet I do deny that they have any right to them; 
the right is in the crown to beſtow them on whomſoever it thinks 
fit, and we have no more right to lay, that the crown has made 
an improvident diftribution of places, than the crown would have 
to ſay to this houſe, gentlemen, you have taken an unfair advan- 
tage of my diſtreſs, while I was on the bed of ſickneſs, and totally 
dependant on your affection and loyalty, you have refuſed me the 
uſual ſupplies for the ſupport of my government. Would the 
houſe be pleaſed with the erewn ſhould it make ſuch a declarati- 
on? if not, why ſhould the houſe pretend to cenſure the exercife 
of an undoubted prerogative ef the crown? Suppoſe the crown 
was to ſend a meſſage to the houſe complaining of the two months 
money bill, would not the right honourable mover of the reſo. 
lation immediately cry out, that it was an abominable unconſti- 
tutional meaſure to attack the proceedings of the houſe; and if 
ſo, will not he acknowledge, that the houſe in cenſuring the legal 
exerciſe of the prerogative of the crown, ſteps a little be yond the 
line of its privileges ? 

8 2 
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As to the policy of giving the great offices of the ſtate to the 
members of both houſes, he would ſay nothing on that head; 
gentlemen preſſed it on a principle of patriotiſm, and having ob- 
ſerved that the poſſeſſion of a great employment, was a motive 
for members of both houſes entering into oppofitton, from having 
obſerved that before the wax was cold on their patents, men of 
great confequence had thought it their duty to oppoſe him by 
whom thoſe patents were granted. If gentlemen would main- 
tain that this conduct was right, he would, if they thought pro- 
per, move an amendment to the refolution—** And that it was 


the undoubied right of the lords and commons, to exerciſe and enjvy 
every office of profit and truft withint he realm.” | 


Mr. Crartes O'Neitr, faid he was againſt the principle 
of granting reverſions of patent places, becauſe government 
could not be carried on without patronage, and it was poſſible, 
according to this practice, that a king might aſcend the throne 
without having any thing to beſtow. The laſt right honourable 
gentleman had gone into a hiſtory of the offices and the neceſſity 
of bringing them home; he ſaid that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer did not reſide; the anſwer to this was, that he ought 
to be made to reſide; and if he refuſed, or if the buſineſs was 
diſcharged in a ſlovenly manner, the Attorney General ſhould be 
directed to proceed againſt him, and a writ of ſcire facias would 
be obtained for ſetting afide his patent. | 

As to the king's prerogative, no one doubted it ; but that pre- 
rogative had been granted for the benefit of the people; and 
though the commons had no right to queſtion ſuch prerogative, 
yet they had a right to queſtion its exercife. If, for % win 
the crown in its quixotitm think proper to declare war againſt 
half the ftates in Europe, what could not the commons have a 
right to petition, or remonſtrate upon the impolicy of the meaſure? 

He was therefore decidedly for the queſtion. 


Mr. Haxvy faid he was perfectly ſenſible of the pleaſantry and 
the ingenuity with which the right honourable gentleman on the 
floor, [the Attorney General] had treated a particular part of 
the queſtion. Whether there were any gentlemen who found 
fault with this reverſionary grant, merely becauſe they could not 
profit by it themſelves z or whether, according to the right ho- 
nourable gentleman's expreſſion, from what was then going on, 
both in and out of the houſe, it would be unwiſe in the lord 
lieutenant to make any ſimilar grants to perſons in England, 
ſo many claimants might be expected at home; all this, neither 
he, or the houſe, had any thing to ſay to whatever. This light 
ſtile of talking, however, attained the only object it aimed at. 
it amuſed the houſe, and it did no mere. He was obliged, how- 
ever, to the right honourable gentleman, for throwing out the 
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idea of the neceſſity that might ariſe of making ſome arrange- 
ments in this country, which would keep all the great offices in 
the country at home, Arrangements might take place, indeed, 
but of a very different complexion from thoſe which the right 
honourable gentleman ſeemed to inſinuate a rangements ground- 
ed on the public good, not private corruption. Suppoſe, ſaid 
he, that ſome time hence it may be neceſſary to make ſome uſeful 
miniſterial arrangement, (for the great ſeal for inſtance) ſuch 
an arrangement, perhaps, could not be completed without the 
aid of ſome immediate penſion, or ſome lucrative reverſion. But 
if the practice then complained of, was acquieſced in, no rever- 
fion could be had; the arrangement would go forward, perhaps 
unavoidably, and thus a fair negociation, whoſe ſole object was 
to give an efficient ſervant to the public, or to provide for an an- 
cient miniſter of the crown, could not be effeRuated, without 
laying ſuch additional burthens on the public, as might have been 
completely avoided if the practice of hurrying the great places 
out of the country had not been adopted. The penſion lift 
would be reſorted to in {ſuch a caſe ; it would not be avoided, and 
what then would become of the boaſt of Lord Buckingham's 
panegyriits, that he had not added to the penſion lift? Directly 
he would not, but he would do much worfe—he would circuit- 
ouſly and eventually, and in addition to the eſtabliſhment of the 
penſion, a precedent would be eſtabliſhed againit the future œco- 
nomy of the country. 

The right honourable 12 he ſaid, had talked of the 
legality of the grant. That was not diſputed. Lord Bucking- 
ham had a right to give it, but in giving it he certainly, as far as 
that particular inſtance operated, forfeited his claim to the cha- 
racter of a viceroy provident of the public treaſure. 

He ſaid that he differed with ſome gentlemen who inſiſted that 
all lucrative ſinecure places ſhould be aboliſhed. As far as they 
interfered with the national economy they ought, but ſufficient 
powers of patronage ſhould always be left with the crown, for the 
moſt obvious reaſon. It would be a very extraordinary ſtate 
indeed where no perſons could be found who deſerved well of the 
public. Such perſons exiſted in every ſtate, but in what mode were 
they to be rewarded? Certainly in ſuch a manner as would lay 
the leaſt additional burthens on the public. He took notice here 
of the perſons to whom the tcllerſhips of the Exchequer were 
given in England. They were thoſe who had held the great ſea), 
or their deſcendants. There was good fenſe and propriety in 
ſuch reverfionary grants, becauſe eſſential ſervices to the ſtate had 
been performed, and in ſucceeding to the great ſeal, certainty 
was almoſt exchanged for uncertainty. Try, ſaid he, the preſent 
caſe by theſe rules. Has any preſent emolument been given up, 
or any hazard encountered, or any ſervices performed? None 
whatever, So far from this caſe aſſimilating in any of theſe 
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points, Mr. Grenville when he obtained the grant, had been for 
ſeveral years in poſſeſſion of a mot lucrative employment, and in 
addition to that, he was, at the preſent moment, - ſpeaker of the 
houſe of commons. If an honourable gentleman had not men- 
tioned lris being ſecretary in Ireland, he ſaid he would almoſt have 
forgotten him in that capavityz but obſerve, ſaid he, what an im- 
provement Lord Buckingham has made on the hint given to him 
by Mr. Orde's penſion. That gentleman obtained one for the 
fe of a nobleman advanced in years, and Mr. Grenville, a very 
Toung man, obtained the beſt reverfionary grant in the country 
for his own life. Having appealed to the houſe on the propriety 
of rewarding ex- ſecretamtes in ſuch an un recedented manner, he 
aid that if a gentleman came amongſt them who was acquainted 
with their airy unembarrafled manuer of giving away the public 
money, he would-be led to imagine that this country was more 
productive of virtuous able ſtateſmen than any other part of the 
world; and how would tlie poor gentleman ſtand amazed on be- 
ing told that no diſntereſtednels, no toil, no ſolicitude for our 
welfare was to be found in thoſe ſtateſmen, but what he miſtook 
for national gratitude and national generofity was only reiterated 
profuſion, and unrepentant folly. He ſaid that he ſaw plainly 
| how completely exhauſted the houſe was by the diſagrecable buſi- 
neſs which bad unhappily taken up ſo much of their time, and 
therefore would only add that the reſolution had his entire conſent. 


Mr. O'Haxa faid he would oppoſe the reſolution as ill-timed 
| and unneceſſary. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExXCHEQUER obſerved that the 
reſolution propoſed by the right honourable gentleman ſeemed to 
convey an idea that the crown was diſpoſed to grant the great 
offices of ſtate away from the nobility aud gentry of the conntry, 
whereas the fact was preciſely the reverſe, for within his own 
memory three-fourths of the great offices of the ftate were 
brought home to Irihmen the judges, the biſhops were now 
almoſt all Iriſhmen, a thing before unheard of; this change had 
taken place fiace the commencement of the reign of our preſent 
molt gracious monarch; to him the nation was indebted for ſuch. 
a mauiteſt predilection for her natives, and it would therefore be 
as ungenerous as unjuſt, at the preſent day, to come to a reſolu- 
tion which would imply, not a particular complaint that a great 
office in a ſingle inſtance had been beſtowed upon an abſentee, but 
that it had been the common and general practice of the crown 
to beitow the great ofñces of Ireland ben abſentees, an impli- 
eation not warranted by the fact. 


Mr. Coors ſaid that when he counted the latter part of the 
reſolution, together with the ar guments of the right hon. gentlc- 
man who moved it, he ſaw in it a principle that never could be 


17891 r 2863 


admitted, and which went to cenſure the Marquis of Buckingham. 
He was confident that the ſober and moderate men in the houſe 
would not concur in conſidering that to be a crime, which was 
not marked out as ſuch by any law, vote, or reſolution of either 
houſe of parliament, or by any body of men that now exiſt, or 
ever did exiſt in Ireland. If it was intended to confine all the 
offices of Ireland to natives, the right honourable member would 
do well to come boldly forward and declare it; but he ought not 
to condemn the lord heutenant for not prejudging and preſup- 
poling the wiſhes of the houſe of commons, before they had de- 
clared what their wiſhes were. He ſaid that natives of Ireland 
have enjoyed, and do enjoy places of the higheſt truſt in England, 
and offices the molt lucrative. Lord Hillſborough, a peer of 
Ireland, of high rank and character, and who, as he advanced 
in life, advanced in dignity and honours, was long ſecretary of 
ſtate. Other peers of Ireland now enjoy offices in England 
that as long as the abſentee tax on places continued, the indiſ- 
penſable obligation of reſidence could not be implied, or declared. 
He denied the poſition, that the purchaſe of the Chancellorſhip 
of the Exchequer conveyed the ſenſe of parliament to the chief 
governor, or proved the principle contended for; that being an 
office of national management, to ſuperintend the revenues of Ire- 
land as miniſter of finance. He faid Mr. Grenville's office is 
executed by deputy, and muſt always be ſo, as it requires a la- 
borious and unremitting attendance, and does not require - any 
exerciſe of the judgment. He hoped the right honourable gen- 
tleman did not mark out this office as the object of his diſpleaſure, 
becauſe Mr. Grenville dared to compleat the unfiniſhed work of 
the right honourable gentleman. Mr. Grenville obtained the 
renunciation of England to legiſlate for Ireland ; he compleated 
on a rock, that edifice of independence for Ireland, which the 
firſt architect left imperfect. The right honourable gentleman 
could not propoſe to appropriate excluſively to himſelf the power 
of benefiting Ireland; he was too liberal a man not to allow that 
Mr. Grenville had benefited Ireland and deſerved ſome mark of 
gratitude from the nation. 

With reſpe& to the adminiſtration of Lord Buckingham, the 
more it was can vaſſed, the more honourable it would appear; in one 
very remarkable inſtance he had done a ſervice to his majeſty and 
to this country, which would ever reflect the higheſt honour upon 
him; he had added twelve hundred men to the army of Ireland, 
without incurring to the public any additional expence. This, 
he ſaid, could be proved from the deficiencies in the returns of 
the army fince the peace of 1783, and from the numbers now 
returned effective, and bona fide in their ſhoes, that the total 
number now provided for more than were ever provided for 
before this year, was within a few of twelve hundred men, and 
no additional expence incurred. CN 
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The object of the adminiſtration was to reduce the expences 
of every eſtabliſhment ; at the board he belonged to, there was 
a ſaving in the concordatum this laſt year of 10,0001. one half 
of the expence of the preceding year. Such was the attention 
to cxconomy, and this was a truth every member of that board 
could teſtify, that Lord Buckingham had inveſtigated the abuſes 
of public offices at the riſk of perſonal odium. He ſaid that 
the knowledge he had the honour to have of Lord Buckingham, 
and which had grown up from an early period of his life, con- 
vinced him that no conſideration on earth could induce Lord 
Buckingham to devlate from the duty he owes to whatever ſtation 
he may be placed in, whether in public or private life ; that in 
coming to Ireland he had facrificed his private and perſonal eaſe 
for the ſake of the country, and ſince his coming, his mind had 
been continually employed in deviſing means ro promote the 
proſperity of the people. He concluded with wiſhing that every 
mind in the houſe was now employed in expreſſing their joy for 
the happy and glorious recovery of his majeſty, inſtead of vent- 
ing improper obloquy on the repreſentative of majeſty. 


Mr. Hosaxrt ſaid it was really extraordinary that gentlemen 
ſhould come forward with this motion, as before they undertook 
to ſupport it they muſt have relinquiſhed all the principles by 
which they had regulated their conduct during the preſent ſeſſion ; 
they declared they were againſt reſtrictions on the Prince of 
Wales, though nobody had propoſed any; they ſaid it was im- 
poſlible to carry on the buſineſs of government without patro- 
nage, while they ſuppoſed the government would be in the hands 
of a regent ; but now they found it was to be exerciſed by the 
king, they were zealous to controul his prerogative, | 


Mr. Groack Ponsoxnsy ſaid that he could not find in the 
reſolution one word of cenſure on the lord lieutenant, and he 
was not acquainted with any other intended to follow it; the 
reſolution, he ſaid, aſſerted a general principle, and every thing 
that had been urged againſt it, upon a ſuppoſition that it con- 
veyed a cenſure on the lord lieutenant, was unfounded. It was 
unfortunately true that the ſame cordiality which uſually exiſted, 
and which always ought to exiſt, did not now exiſt between the 
two houſes and the lord heutenant ; his excellency had not only 
refuſcd to tranſmit the addreſs of hoth houſes to the Prince of 
Wales, but had thought fit in his anſwer to cenſure their con- 
duct; nay, it had been faid by the friends and ſupporters of his 
excellency, that the addreſs was little leſs than high treaſon ; yet 
by the anſwer of his royal highneſs the Prince of Wales, it ap- 
peared that he entertained a very different opinion of it; for 
nothing but the joy ful event that had ſince taken place, the reco- 
very of the king his father, could have prevented his royal bigh: 
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neſs from acting under it. This muſt be no ſmall ſatisfaction to 
the two houſes, however fully they might beſore have been fatiſ- 
ſied with their own conduct; yet was the houſe this night defired 
not to come to a reſolution aſſerting a general principle, left they 
ſhould be ſuppoſed to refle& upon the lord lieutenant. What, 
fir, {aid he, ſhall the houſe be fo very delicate with reſpe& to a 
lord heutenant who has ſhewn ſo little regard to its privileges? 
A right honourable gentleman has ſaid, that nothing fo ſoon 
tempted men into oppoſition as the poſſeſſion of lucrative places; 
for my part, I hold an office, and I have oppoſed the improper 
conduct of Lord Buckingham, but in doing ſo, I do not con- 
fider myſelf as having oppoſed the king's government. Where 
was the king's government when he was declared incapable of 
exerciſing it? Had a lord lieutenant, who was ſent by his majeſty 
while he was well, a right, when his majeſty became incapable of 
bufineſs, to ſay you ſhall vote this way or that way? No. 


The Pz1ME SErJEANT ſaid he was againſt the reſolution, be- 

cauſe the practice of granting places in reverſion had formerly ob- 
_ tained, and no miſchief had reſulted from it, and becauſe a con- 
{iderable tax accrued from abſentee officers. 


Mr. Cuxran complimented the Prime Serjeant, on the reco- 
very of his tongue; what the diſtreſs and the depreſſion of his 
friend and patron had not been able to produce, his return to 
proſperity had effected; the learned member was no longer 
tongue-tied—mute during his diſgrace, he was clamorous on 
his elevation. He begged leave to inform the learned gen- 
tleman, that his argument was miſtaken, The commons did 
not invade the prerogative of the crown, but it was thcir 
right and their duty to examine and condemn the improper exer- 
ciſe of it. He took a general view of the queſtion, He ſaid 
the houſe was bound to it by conſiſtency. The viceroy had 
groſsly miſdemeaned himſelf in his ſtation. The houſe had firm- 
ly aſſerted their rights, and reprobated his miſconduct. After a 
direct cenſure upon him, by the two houſes, he ſaid, it was ridi- 
culous to object to the reſolution as being perſonal. Independent 
of the ſolemn vote of the two houſes, he ſaid no man could vin- 
dicate his conduct ; not even a creature of his had been found to 
do it. It could not be done. Here he went into a character of 
his government, as branded by an unwarrantable profuſion, and a 
ſhameful partiality, the meaneſt of partialities, and the moſt 
odious, a family partiality. The object of his government had 
been to be himſelf the clerk of every office, to divide man from 
man, to make the members of that houſe diffident of each other, 
diffided in by the people, diſaſſected from adminiſt;ation, yet de- 
pendent upon it. The royal beam, he ſaid, inſtead of being re- 
flected on the land to cheer and to adorn it, had been abſorbed by 
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the viceroy, and conſumed in ſtingy parade and parſimonious 
ſplendour—while the proudeſt men in the land walked about the 
Caſtle inviſible in the ſhade, | 
Gods met gods, and juſtled in the dark.” 
Thus divided and contemptible, he ſaid, they were nothing. At 
length the folly of the governor forced them into union; and what 
was the conſequence ? he was humbled to the duſt. Neceſſity 
had forced that union, and trial proved it effectual; if they did 
not perſevere they were undone. How were they before that ? 
divided, weak, contemptible—contemptible even in their ſup- 
t. 
53 he drew a picture, and with ſome ſeverity, of the con- 
duct of men in place during the late indiſpoſition of his majeſty; 
coming to the debate, yet not daring to utter a word—mourning 
at the political funeral of a maſter they deſpiſed, or ſitting at the 
wake of a paltry office: if they refuſed their aſſent to ſuch a re- 
ſolution as this, they would relapſe into the ſervitude they had 
felt before, and worſe : there could not, he ſaid, be a reconcilia- 
tion between the angry tyrant and the revolted ſlave, except on 
that compact that puts the tyrant beyond the reach of fear, and 
the ſlave without the poſſibility of hope. As for his part, he ſaid, 
his objection was not becauſe the reſolution was perſonal ; for the 
man was already perſonally reprobated by the voice of parliament, 
and that was his only reaſon for being fo ſpariog in his cenſure— 
it would be laviſhing reprobation to-waſte it upon him who had 
been fo reprobated ; his objection was, that the meaſure was too 
ine ffectual—it could annul no grant, and the principle, as to that 
office, could operate only after the deaths = Lord Clanbraſſil 
and Mr. Grenville. The reſolution, therefore, he faid, could 
do very little good, even if carried. I: could not remedy the 
defects of the conſtitution, nor ſupply the wants of the ſubjects. 
He would vote for it only as an earneſt of what the people ouyht. 
to expect from that houſe—of what they had a right to expect. 
A new body of that houſe had got power into their hands; they 
were now to ſhew the people whether they had been joined in the 
bafe purſuit of private intereſt or of public good. Whether they 
wiſely ſpeculated for office, or were connected by principle; if 
the former, the union was mean and ſordid ; if the latter, they 
had much to do. They were called upon by every motive public 
and private todoſo; if they ſhrunk from it, they would regain 
no credit with a viceroy whom they had offended by an outrage 
which he deſerved, but for that very'reaſon couid never forgive; 
I would loſe their credit with each other, and with the coun- 
; they would appear to all mankind as the deſerters of his 
Sur! and the adulators of his proſperity. 
Gentlemen, he ſaid, ſeemed very tender on this ſubject, but 
for himſelf, he ever had the ſame err and had r held 
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the ſame language; he had ever a mean opinion of his talents, 
and his prineiples, as a governor; he had declared his opinion 
freely heretofore — he did fo now in the plenitude of his return to 
power —he did not think, under the general contempt of the na- 
tion, under the diſtruſt, the reprobat ion of parliament, he coul 
hope to cling to a government when he was fo perfectly under- 
ſtood, and fo univerſally diſregarded ; if any thing could tempt 
him to ſuch an attempt, it would be the ſhameigl defection of 
the very men who had voted his condemnation ; if they now 
ſwerved, they muſt damn themſelves with the country; it their 
deſettion of him lately was not a baſe abandonment, their adher- 
ence now would be the meaneſt and moſt mercenary adulation. 
He concluded with ſaying he was for the reſolution propoſed. 


Mr. Mook ſaid that he voted for the regency addreſs, becauſe 
he could comprehend it; the ſame capacity he poſſeſſed at that 
time told him he could not comprehend the tendency of the pre- 
ſent motion, and therefore he would object to it; he ſpoke as a 
country gentleman who had nothing to fear, and litale to expect; 
but left he ſhould be ſuſpected of fawning or cringing, he would 
declare his free opinion of the Marquis of Buckingham; he 
would ſay then, that his conduct in this country was too timid, 
too weak, and too irreſolute, to command obedience, or to pro- 
cure reſpe& ; he referred him to the miniſter of England, as a 
model for imitation. : 


Mr. Coxkx agreed to the principle, but objected to the reſo- 
lution as a cenſure upon the Marquis of Buckingham. 


Mr. FoxREs ſaid he roſe to make a few obſervations on what 
had fallen from two honourable members; one had called on ſuch 
independent gentlemen as had ſupported Lord Buckingham's ad- 
miniſtration, to preſerve their conſitiency, by oppoſing the preſent 
motion. If the meaſure which the preſent reſolution tended to 
reprobate, had been effected during the laſt year, and had been 
ſubmitted to the conſideration of the houſe in the laſt ſeſſion, 
then the honourable member's appeal to the conſiſtency of certain 
gentlemen might have had ſome foundation. 

But he ſaid he truſted that there was not a man in the houſe, 
nor the country, who was entitled to the deſcription of an inde- 
pendent man, who could approve of the grant now the object of + 
their deliberation. He further obſerved, that contrary to the 
wiſhes of the friends to the motion, it had been conſidered as per- 
ſonal, and the attachment of the right honourable gentleman 
(who was the object of this grant in" reverſion) to the rights of 
Ireland, had been ſtrongly inſiſted on, as a juſtification for the 
diſpoſal of ſuch a conſiderable office to a perſon who mutt ever 
be an abſentee. Gentlemen who relied on that argument, he 
ſaid, affected to forget an oecurrence in the Englith heuſe of com- 
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mons, in the ſeſſion he believed, of 1787, during the diſcuſſion 
of the French treaty, when the right honourable gentleman who 
has this great office in expectancy, reprobated in _ decided 
terms, the conduct of a moſt reſpectable member of this houſe 
LMr. Flood] and of all thoſe members who oppoſed on the 12th 
of Anguſt, 1785, the introduction of Mr. Orde's commercial 
bill, which in its operation muſt have proved the ſubverſion of 
that independence which the friends of the preſent adminiſtration 
were this night contending had been eſtabliſhed by Mr. Grenville's 
exertions. He added, that he ſupported the motion of his right 
Honourable friend, upon this principle, among others—that it 
was neceſſary to impreſs on the minds of the people of England, 
that the Iriſh houſe of commons were determined to reprobate 
any meaſure that tended to encourage any neceſſitous perſon in 
Great Britain to ſeek the ſituation of principal ſecretary, merely 
for the purpoſe of procuring a permanent proviſion for himſelf, 
by impoſing an heavy burden on the people of Ireland. The libe- 
ral addition lately made to the income of the ſecretary, rendered 
any meaſure of that nature peculiarly objectionable and unjuſtifia- 
ble, as it was granted to prevent any perſon holding that office 
from injuring his private fortune; ſuppoſing that a perſon deſti- 
tute never could obtain ſuch a ſituation, there was reafon to ap- 
prehend, that a ſyſtem had been adopted for providing for ſe- 
eretaries at an enormous expence to the country. A penſion of 
2 700l. per ann. had been placed on the eſtabliſhment by the pre- 
fent lord lieutenant, for the ſecretary to the late lord lieute- 
pant, and to ſupport the principle, this reverfion was granted to 
his brother. | 


A motion was made'that the houſe do wine adjourn, and the 
queſtion being put, there appeared 
| A 


Yes _ 115 
Noes — 106 
— — — 


WepxesDar, March 4, 1789. 
The CHaxcetLor oF ThE ExcHEQuer preſented to the 
houſe, actording to order, 8 


A bill for granting the ſeveral ſums therein mentioned for cer- 
tain pious and charitablè purpoſes. 

A bill for granting to his majeſty the duty therein mentioned, 
to be paid to the truſtees of the Royal Exchange. | 

A bill for granting the ſum of 5oool. to the Dublin Society, 
for the purpoles therein mentioned. 


A hill for granting the ſum of 4000l. to the truftees of the 
linen manufacture. | 
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A bill for granting the ſum of 6000l. to the Lord Chancellor 
and Chief Judges, for the purpoſes therein mentioned. 


Which were received and read the firſt time, and ordered to 
be read a ſecond time to-morrow. | 


Mr. GrATTAn moved that leave be given to bring in bil! for 
the better ſecuring the freedom of election for members to ſerve in par- 
liament, by diſabling certain officers employed in the colle ion an ma- 
nagement of his majeſty's revenue from giving their votes at ſuch elec- 
tion. . 


Mr. Bx Es FORD ſaid he roſe to give notice, that he would 
oppoſe the bill in every ſtage of it, but he did not intend to op- 


poſe the motion. 


Mr. Mason declared he would oppoſe the bill in every ſtage. 


Sir HENRY Cavenpisn ſaid he wiſhed to know if the right 
honourable gentleman, with whom he concurred in opinion laſt 
ſeſſion, meant to bring forward the ſame meaſure this ſeſſion, (he 
meant the bill for the reduction of intereft) for if the right ho- 
nourable gentleman intended to revive the ſubject this ſeſſion, he 
ſhould be glad to ſecond the motion for bringing in a bill for that 
purpoſe. gas — — rag: 


The CHancELLOR or THE ExXCHEQUER ſaid he was of the 
fame opinion on that ſubject, he was laſt ſeſſion; then it was ob- 
jected to, as not being a fit time for adopting the meaſure; and 
it may be, that gentleman are of the ſame opinion now ; but he 


would conſider it, and declare his intentions thereon in a few 


days. 


Sir Henry CavenD18H faid he thought it a meaſure of the 
greateſt utility, that it ought to be enforced ſeſſion after ſeſſion ; 


a meaſure that would find its own level, and force its own way at 
laſt, 


The ArroxxEVY GrnerarL, after prefacing his intention of 
altering the mode of collecting the forfeited recognizances, moved 
for leave to bring in a bill for extending and amending the bill for 
enforcing the payment of forfeited recognizances. 


Mr. Gairrirn ſaid he ſubmitted to the right honourable gen- 
tleman's conſideration the caſe of many unfortunate perſons con- 
fined in jail under the late act for recognizances, they had en- 
tered into before the late act paſſed, who were entirely 2 
of the law, and who, he was informed, could have no relief un- 


leſs through that houſe. He particularly inſtanced the pitiful 
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caſe of two poor women confined in Armagh jail, who had each 
of them a number of children. KC 


The ATTornzy GENERAL aſſured the honourable gentle. 
man, that ſome hundreds of theſe unfortunate people had been 
diſcharged by order of government, and that wherever it appear- 
ed to the commiſñioners of reducements, that any perſon waz 
_deiained on a green wax proceſs for recognizance entered into 
before the law was paſſed, and they certified it, government al- 
ways ordered their diſcharge to be extended to them; and he had, 
with pleaſure, iſſued many hundred warrants for that purpoſe ; 
and in order to prevent ſuch grievances, he would introduce a 
clauſe in the bill, to give power to the judges to diſcharge ſuch 
as ſhall appear proper objects to them. | 


* In * 


1 
** 1 r * * ” ” _ _— 


Tuvkspax, March 5, 1789. 


Gevetal bills were read a ſecond time, and ſeveral accounts 
were preſented, but there was not any buſineſs that produced de- 


2 . — 
Friday, March 6, 1789. 


A petition of William Perſſe, of Roxborrow, in the county 
of Galway, and of Hyacinth Skerrett, of Tinvarra, in the coun- 
ty of Clare, Eſqrs. was preſcnted to the houſe and read; ſetting 
forth, that great ſhoals of herrings, cod and ling annually reſort 
to the ſea ſhores of the county of Clare, on the weſtern ſhore of 
this kingdom, where a great number of veſſels annually aſſemble 
for the purpoſe of fiſhing ; that the ſhoals of herrings make their 
appearance in the greateſt quantity during the winter months, 
and tbat from the ſhallowneſs of the water in the ſeveral inlets on 
faid coaſt, and the other dangers thereof, it is neceſſary to carry 
on ſaid fiſhery by boats; that from the waut of a proper or a ſut- 
ficient number of houſes to receive the perſons concerned iu ſaid 
fiſheries, or a proper eſtabitſhment of refineries of ſalt, or ſtores 
to depolit foreign ſalt, or buildings to cure the fiſh, and coopers 
to prepare the caſks, the opportunities of very conſiderable na- 
tional advantages are loſt ; that the neighbouring country is little 
cultivated, and the houſes of the inhabitants very inadequate to 
give ſhelter to the boatmen attending the fiſhery, much leſs to an- 
ſwer the above purpoſes ; that the failure of the Britiſh fiſhery, 
on which 500, cool. have been expended, is acknowledged to have 
been owing to the neglect of making a proper eſtabliſhment for 
the reception of perſons employed in that trade contiguous to the 
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ſeat of the fiſhery, and without which it ſeems obvious that in 
this kingdom this great national ſource of wealth can never be 
brought to any public benefit ; that the petitioners have expendzd 
ſeveral ſums of money an building a quay on a part of ſaid ſhore 
called Blenview, and have built ſeveral boats, and otherwiſe ex- 
pended ſeveral other ſums of money for the encouragement of 
ſaid fiſheries, which quay affords ſhelter (for boats) from all 
winds; that ſeveral other gentlemen would ſubſcribe to the en- 
couragement af ſaid fiſheries, if the expence of erecting: faid 
other neceſſary buildings was not too great for individuals to en- 
gage in; that the petitioners have already incurred a very conſi- 
derable expence in promoting this great national object, but are 
unable to proceed, as it will require a ſum far beyond the ab li- 
ties of private fortunes to erect ſaid neceſſary buildings; that the 
petitioners are ſeiſed of eſtates of upwards of the value of 4000. 
per annum, upon which, in order to procure this great national 
advantage, and for the purpoſe of furniſhing a ſufficient capital, 
they are deſirous that any ſum ſhall be raiſed by way of mort- 
gage on ſaid eſtates not exceeding 4oool. provided an equal ſum 
ſhall be granted for the purpoſes aforeſaid, to be expended under 
the direction of, and with ſuch reſtrictions and regulations as the 
houſe ſhall preſcribe, to be regularly accounted for to parliament. 


The houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee, Mr. Maſon in the 
chair, on the bill for granting 4000l. to the truſtees of the linen 
manufacture. | | | | 


Mr. Haves (of Avondale) moved a clauſe to. be ioferted in 
the bill for the encouragement of the linen manufacture, enabling 
the truſtees to increaſe the ſalary of the chamberlain of the-Li- 
nen-hall. | | 


The ChHanctiLor or THE ExcHtequUeR faid he diſapprov- 
ed of the clauſe, as conveying a power to the truſtees to give 
away the money to officers which was granted to them for the 
purpoſe of encouraging the manufacture only. 


The Sprartx explained the nature and intention of the clauſe ; 
he ſaid that three ſeſſions ago a bill was brouzht in to allow the 
chamberlain 3ool. per ann. in lieu of his fees, which . appearing 
Inadequate, the bill dropt; and the preſent clauſe went to pre- 

vent all partiality in the allotment of the rooms, avd to make a 


proper compenſation to the chamberlain for his fees-—The clauſe 
was agreed to, | 


Mr. Foxses informed the houſe, that the committee appoint- 
ed to draw up a bill to limit the amount of penſions, and prevent 
placemen and penſioners from fitting in parliament, had prepared 

the ſame, and he would introduce it early ia the next week. 
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SaTurDay, Maack 7, 1789. 


A petition of feverat of the Iandholders and inhabitants of 
Clontarf ſtrand, town and ſheds, whoſe names are thereunto ſub- 
feribed, was preſented to the houſe and read; ſetting forth, that 
the road leading along the ſtrand by Ballybough-bridge to the 
ſeveral places above mentioned, is the only communication be- 
tween them and the metropolis ; that of late years the encroach- 
ments of the ſea on that road, and on the properties of the peti- 
tioners joining thereto, have been very alarming, and are now 
come to ſuch a height that the ſea has at this moment reached 
the habitations of the petitioners, and undermined the ſame ſo as 
to pull down the walls thereof, and that nothing but rampier 
walls can oppoſe the violence of the ſea's influence, which the 
petitioners are unequal to and incapable of ſupporting the expence 
of, but which, if not ſpeedily ereged, ſuch encroachment of the 
ſea will encreaſe, and not only waſh away the habitations of the 
petitroners, but alſo deſtroy the adjacent country; that until the 
walls for ſecuring the harbour of Dublin were extended into the 
fea, the high road on the North-ftrand was at a conſiderable diſ- 
tance from the high water mark, and required no public expence 
for repairs ;- that by erecting ſaid walls the eddy currents of the 
tides, which kept the ſtrand from being filled with ſand, have 
been obſtructed, whereby all ſand brought by the flood tides is 
left therein, and has choaked up the ſpaces which formerly con- 
tained the ſea water, and has thrown the ſame upon the ſaid high 
road, and has ſo damaged the fame as to render it in many places 
impaffable, and has rendered the ſaving thereof ſuch a heavy ex- 
pence as cannot be defrayed but by the aid of parliament ; that. 
the grand jury of the city of Dublin is willing to join the grand 
jury for the county of Dublin, to Keep up the walls which ſup- 
port the ſaid road, as far as leads to that part called the Black 
Quarry Road; but from thence along the ſhore to beyond the 
Sheds of Clontarf, the grounds contiguous to the fea are at the 
mercy of the waves; that beſides the reaſons before mentioned, 
the only bathing place convenient to the north ſide of Dublin is 
at the Sheds of Clontarf, which being uſeful to the public ought 
to be of general concern; that the deſtruction of ſaid road, and 
of the petitioners houſes and propertics, has been chiefly occaſi- 
oned by public works made for the benefit of trade in general, 
and of the city of Dublin in particular, but which are of very 
great injury to the petitioners ; and therefore praying the houſe 
to take the petitioners-caſe into conſideration, and to grant ſuch 
* fum of money for building a rampier wall from the Black Quarry 
lane to Cold Harbour, at the caſt end of the Sheds of Cloutari, 
for the protection and preſervation of ſaid road, as to the houſe 
ſhall ſeem meet, to be expended under, and ſubje& to the con- 
troul of, and to be accounted for to, parliament. 
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A petition of the mayor, bailiffs, burgeſſes, freemen, mer- 
chants, traders and inhabitants of the town and borough of 
Wexford, under their common ſeal, was preſented to the houſe 
and read; ſetting forth, that the bar or entrance into the har- 
bour of Wexford is exceedingly dangerous and unſafe by reaſon 
of the ſhallowneſs of the water thereon ; that many veſſels are 
thereby frequently loſt, or otherwiſe damaged in their paſſage in 
and out ; that this would be in a great meaſure remedied by 
confining the water and deepening the channel; that an effectual 
means of doing this would be by extending a quay along the 
ſaid town from the Ferryboat quay to St. Paul's quay, which 
would conſiderably deepen the water, and enable veſſels of a good 
burthen to enter therein and ſhelter themſelves in caſe of danger, 
which muſt be of very conſiderable ac vantage to the homeward 
bound trade in St. George's Channel for Ireland, England and 
Scotland, as great loſſes frequently happen between the ports of 
Waterford and Dublin for want of a ſafe entrance into the har- 
bour of Wexford ; that the port of Dublin is often prevented of 
a riſing market in their corn trade by ſupplies from the town of 
Wexford, when by means of ſoutherly winds all other ports north 
and weſt of Dublin are ſhut up ; that the petitioners apprehend 
the revenue of this kingdom would receive very conſiderable ad- 
vantage thereby, as it would pen a free trade for the importation 
of foreign ſpirits, by enabling veſſels of ſuch a ſize as the laws at 
preſent require to enter therein, which would tend in a great 
meaſure to check the illicit practice of ſmuggling, ſo much to 
the prejudice of his majeſty's revenue and the injury of the fair 
trader; that the petitioners humbly beg leave to obſerve, that 
though from great attention to tillage, this county may juſtly be 
reckoned one of the foremoſt in Ireland to contribute to the 
growing proſperity of the kingdom, yet they have never yet 
been burthenſome to parliament or received any aid or bounty 
from them; that the ſaid work will coſt the ſum of 40051. 8s. 
as appears by the plan and eſtimate therquato annexed, and pray- 
ing the houſe to enable them to carry it into execution, by grant- 
ing them a duty of 6d. per ton on all veſſels that ſhall ſail into or 
out of the harbour of Wexford, or ſuch other aid as to the wiſ- 
dom of parliament ſhall ſeem meet. TD 9 
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Moxpar, Masch 9, 1789. 


A petition of certain members of the company of undertakerg 
for making the river Shannon navigable from Eimerick to Kil- 
laloe, and others whoſe names are thereunto: ſubſcribed, with a 
plan, eſtimate and ſchedule of tolls annexed, was preſented to 
the houſe and read; ſetting forth, that a great part of ſaid 
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navigation is in forwardneſs, but not fo as to form a communica- 
tion with the different counties intended by parliament ; that 
the petitioners have received the report of Mr. William Chap- 
man, an engineer appointed in purſuance of a late reſolution of 
the houſe, who viewed ſaid works, and ftates in ſaid report that 
noleſs a ſum than 25,1621. 6s. 5d. would complete ſaid navi- 
gation 3 that the petitioners have uſed every exertion to pro- 
cure ſubſcriptions equal to the ſaid eſtimate without effect; that 
tLe petitioners, in expectation of the whole of ſaid ſum being 
ſubſcribed, had agreed to advance the ſums annexed to their 
names; that the petitioners humbly beg leave to ſuggeſt to the 
houſe that the above facts evidently ſhew the wiſh of the peti- 
tioners to further a work cf ſuch national utility; the petiti- 
oners therefore humbly pray that the preſent company of under- 
takers of the Shannon navigation between Limerick and Killaloe 
be diſſolved by act of parliament; that the property, rights and 
powers of the diſſolved company be veſted in a new company, to 
conſiſt of ſuch perſons as ſhall ſubſcribe for completing the ſaid 
work the ſum of 18,0col. and pay 40 per cent. upon the ſame 
into the bank of Ireland; that the members of the diſſolved 
company, who have actually advanced the whole of the money 
by them reſpeCtively ſubſcribed in the diſſolved company ſhall 
be entitled to a participation of the profits and powers of the 
new company with the new ſubſcribers in proportion to the ſums 
ſo by them reſpeQively advanced; that ſuch members of the 
diſſolved company as have advanced only part of the money by 
them ſubſcribed be admitted to the like benefits, upon paying 
within a limited time into the bank of Ireland the remainder of 
their ſubſcription, otherwiſe to be excluded from all benefit in 
the new company; that the members of the diſſolved company 
be admitted reſpectivtly to ſuch benefits in the new company, 
upon condition that they ſubſcribe reſpectively to the new com- 
pany ſums at leaſt equal to their firſt ſubſcription, and that they 
pay 40l. per cent. upon the ſame into the bank of Ireland, the 
thares to be transferable at the bank, or ſome other office, as the 
Rocks in England; a certain number of directors to be choſen 
annually by the proprietors and veſted with ſufficient powers, and 
no perſon to be capable of being a director who is not poſſeſſcd 
in his own right of a certain quantity of ftock ; and the pe- 
titioners humbly pray that the new company may be permitted 
to collect the ſame tolls as the preſent company are entitled to 
receive under ſeveral acts of parliament ; and therefore praying 
the houſe to take their caſe into conſideration, and to grant ſuch 
aid as ſhall enable the new company to complete a work of ſuch 
general advantage. 


A bill to diſable any perſon from being choſen a member of, 
or fitting or voting in the houſe of commons, who has any pen- 
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ſion during pleaſure or for any number of years from, or holds 
any office or place of profit created after a certain time under the 
crown, and to limit the amount of penſions, according to order, 
was read a ſecond time. 


Mr Fornes moved, that the houſe do forthwith reſolve itſelf 
into a committee of the whole houſe, to take this bill into con- 
ſideration. 


The CHanctLLor oF THE Excnequea ſaid, it was unuſual to 
commit a bill inſtantly after its having received a ſecond reading. 


Sir Hengy CavexDisH.—Where no objection has been made 
to the principle of a bill, there can be no impropriety in its im- 
mediate committal, nor is the proceeding at all irregular or un- 
parliamentary. | | 


Mr. Mason ſaid that as the bill was avowedly introduced for 
the purpoſe of diminiſhing the influence of the crown, it was im- 
poſſible for him to concur in it without departing from that di- 
rect line of conduct which he had invariably purſued for nine and 
twenty years, and which he was determined to purſue to the end 
of his political exiſtence. | 

That when he firſt obtained a ſeat in parliament, he thought 
it his duty to conſider, with attention, the fituation of the king- 
dom, in order to determine the part he ſhould. act in the houſe ; 
that it then became his decided opinion, that it was abſolutely 
neceſſary for the welfare of this country, that government ſhould, 
at all times, be ſtrongly ſupported; that he acted on this principle 
from that time to this, before he was in office, and before he 
even wiſhed to obtain one. | 

That he alſo formed a decided opinion, that the influence of 
the crown in this kingdom, at its utmoſt extent, was barely ſuf- 
ficient to maintain the tranqwlity of the country, and to preſerve 
the conſtitution z to preſerve it as it was, the beſt of all conſti- 
tutions, a limited monarchy ; and to prevent its degenerating 
into the worſt of all conſtitutions, which was a democracy ; and 
that agreeably to this principle he had always oppoſed the bill 
now before the houſe, and every other bill that tended in any de- 
gree to diminiſh the influence of the crown. 

He ſaid that ſome gentlemen at the other fide of the houſe 
might be miſled, by a reſolution which was paſſed ſome time ago 
by the commons of Great Britain, the purport of which was 
* that the influence of the crown had increaſed, was increaſing, and 
ought to be diminiſhed” —but that he ſhould not hefitate to aſſert, 
that this was the moſt ridiculous queſtion that ever was agitated in 
any great aſſembly ; for ſuch was the abſurdity of the reſolution, 
that the ſucceſs of it muſt neceſſarily have depended on its falſe- 
hood. Every man knows that the utmoſt influence of the crown 
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was exerted in order to give a negative to this queſtion; and the 
defeat of the miniſtry on that occaſion, was the moſt irrefragable 
proof that the influence of the crown had not increaſed. The 
fate of the reſolution belied its aſſeition, it could never have been 
carried if it had not been untrue. 

Let me, ſaid he, tell thoſe gentlemen who are fo anxious to 
annihilate the influence of the crown, that they miſtake the prin- 
ciples of the Britiſh conſtitution. The ſceptre of theſe kingdoms 
is not a child's play-thing, but the emblem of power as well as of 
majeſty the king is ſuppoſed by the conſtitution to be inveſted 
wich powers ſuflicieat to controul the lords, to controul the com- 
mons, to controul both houſes of "parliament, if they tranſgreſs 
the bounds which tlie conſtitution has preſented to them. In 
order to ſupport this high rank in the ſtate, the king of England 
was formerly poſſeſſed of a great degree of actuak power; that 
actual power. is now. at an end, and monarchy ſubſiſts by influence 
only; but a king diveſted both of power and influence is a being 
unknown to the Engliſh conſtitution ; if therefore you wiſh to 
anntitate the influence of the crown, reſtore it to its power, re- 
More to the king his ancient demeſues, reſtore to him the im- 
menſe forfeitures which devolved upon the crown by the rebel- 
hon of 1641, and the revolution of 1688; reſtore to him his 
military ſervices and all his feudal perquiſites, reſtore to him the 
wardſuip of your ſons and the marriages of your daughters, and 
when you have completely reſtored his power, then, and not till 
then, you may talk of annihilating his influence; but I repeat it 
again, that a king diveſted both of power and influence is a be: 
ing unknown to the Britiſh conſtitution. ; | 

[ am happy to find this doQrine confirmed by ſome of the 
oldeſt men in. Great Britain, and who pride themſclves in being 
called the Whig intereſt of England. In the late debates on the 
iegency bill, when they oppoſed the reſtrictions intended to be 
impoſed upon the Prince of Wales, their ſtrongeſt argument 
againſt them was, that it might be dangerous, and even fatal to 
the conſtitution, if the executive power ſhould be deprived for an 
lour of that authority, prerogative and influence which ought 

Ever to attend it. | h | 

I acknowledge that what the bill recites is true, that they 
have a bill of a ſimilar nature in Creat Britain, coeval with tke 
eſtabliſhment of the Hanover ſucceſſion; but I aſſert that, not- 
withitauding the defalcation, the influence of the crown in Great 

Britain is infinitely greater than it is in this kingdom, and that, 
from ſome peculiar circumilances in our ſituation, which it 
would be rather invidious to point out, but which the good, un: 
derſtandiug of every gentleman who hears me will not fail to ſug- 
geſt, it is more neceſſary that government ſhould be more ſtrongly 
tupported in Ireland than it is in Great Britain, 
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As theſe were his 13 he ſaid, he ſhouid oppoſe the 
bill to the utmoſt of his power; and would therefore move that 


the bill be committed on the i r/t of Auguſt next, 


Mr. BrxownLow. Arne right bonourable Re has argued 
againſt the principle of the bill after the houſe, has univerſally 
admitted that principle ; but as it has been ſo often before the 
houſe, and ſo fully diſcuſſed upon various occaſions, it is not 
now neceſſary to enter at large into it; for ſurely, ſir, it cannot 
be denied, that penſions are not only an improper diſpoſal, bat 
often a profuſe and improvident waſte of the public treaſure. 

The bill, however, does not propole to aboliſh penſions alto?- 
zether; to the deſerving and meritorious it may be uſeful, as 
well as honourahle to ihe nation, to grant them to a certain de- 
gree ; but beſtowing them promiſcuouſſy upon all men of all 
deſcriptions, upon the unworthy as well as the worthy, upon aliens 
and upon abſentees, is ſuch an abufe of power as ſhould not for 
a moment be tolerated. 

Sir, in the year 1757, when the houſe entered. into a "dots 
tion againſt the abuſe of the prerogative of the crown in granting 
penſions, their amount was not half ſo much as it is now; it 
has been found by experience, ſince that time, that a reſolution 
of the houſe is not ſufficient to check the abuſe ; this makes 
the preſent bill neceſſary, as it is plain that nothing but an act 
of parliament can reſtrain them; this bill has heen ſeveral times 

ropoſed, many gentlemen have voted againft it, becauſe they 
hoped that government ſeeing how much parliament diſapproved 
thoſe extravagant grants, would themſelves reſtrain them ;.. but 
that has not been the caſe, for though government has been ex- 
ceedingly parſimonious in grauts for public works, though they 
have flinted the funds for improving the kingdom; yet there has 
been no defaleation in the ſupply to penſioners ; the ſources 
of money for their demands are never dry. 


The ArroxxEY GFXEAAT.—I ſhould be as hap as any 
man in this houſe, or in this Kingdom, to ſee penſions properly 
limited and regulated, but the bill before the houſe is inade- 
quate to thoſe purpoſes ; it is ſimilar to the bills formerly intro- 
duced by the ſame honourable gentleman who introduced this; it 
is likely to effect the very contrary of what it intends. upon 
that ground I oppoſed his former bills, upon that ground 1 
oppoſe the preſent bill; nay, I truſt if we go into the committee 
upon it, that I ſhall ſhew that tis more exceptionable than the 
former. 

But, fir, I have a ſtrong es for not going into the com- 
mittee upon it at preſent ; though with my right honourable 
friend's permiſſion, I would propoſe an earlier day than the firſt 
of Auguſt. 1 do not wiſh that the firſt offering of the houſe of 
commons to- his majeſty, upon his happy "eſtoration to health, 
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ſhould be marked with indignation and complaint. I do not 
wiſh that before we have addreſſed him upon his recovery, before 
we have expreſſed our joy and gratulation, that we ſhould ſalute 
bim with a bill complaining that he has abuſed the prerogative 
of the crown, a bill reſtraining that prerogative. 

In one ſhort night we voted an addreſs to the Prince of Wales, 
requeſting him to take upon himſelf the government of Ireland ; 
our ſix commiſſioners are now in London waiting for his anſwer ; 
and at the very moment when, thank God, we have the ſatisfaction 
to ſee their embaſly rendered abortive, by the recovery of our good 
king, it is propoſed that the firſt fruits of our zeal and affection 
ſhall be exhibited in a bill, cemplaining of the abuſe and exceſs 
of his prerogative ; that before we pour out our feelings to the 
beſt monarch that ever ſat upon our throne, to the monarch who 

has ſhewn more favour and affection to Ireland, than all that has 
reigned ſince the conqueſt ; we ſhould appear before him in the 
language of complaint and diſcontent, defiring him to take away 
his ted and lawful prerogative upon an allegation that he 
has abuſed it. ; 
Sir, I ſay that at this time ſuch an act would be peculiarly 
ungravious : and there is another reaſon why I will not now enter 
into a meaſure, which properly modified, might 'be uſeful at ano- 
ther time; there is, I am well aſſured, at this moment exiſting, 
an aſſociation under hand and ſeal, to oppoſe the king's govern- 
ment, and to ſupport the old Iriſh ariſtocracy ; I would wiſh, 
therefore, to wait for a cooler moment, when gentlemen ſhall 

w aſhamed of ſuch a meaſure. | 

Sir, I object to the bill, drawn as it is, as moſt pernicious ; 
and if it ſhall paſs into a law, the people of Ireland will find, 
when too late, its fatal effect; they will find that it is intended 
to ſupport that ariſtocracy under whoſe tyranny this country ſo 
long groaned ; under whoſe baneful influence, every bud of na- 
tional proſperity was blaſted ; and I propoſe to defer the com- 
mittal of it to the firſt of May, till we have addreſſed our beloved 
ſovereign on his reſtoration to health and to the wiſhes of his peo- 
ple: this I propoſe as a mark of our affection and reſpect to that 
monarch to whom this country is more indebted than to all his 
predeceſſors. | 


The Honourable Dex1s Browne ſaid he was againſt the prin- 
ciple of the bill; to preſerve the commons from the encroach- 
ments of the crown was not more neceſſary than to guard againſt 
the influence of the lords; and it was well known that the ariſ- 
tocracy of this country had an influence in that houſe. [A cry 
of order! order !—] He then reſumed, and grounded his ob- 
jection upon their having voted the executive government to 
the Prince of Wales without any reſtrictions, and the moment 
the king recovered, proceeding to fetter the royal prerogative. 
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Mr. Dunn ſaid he conſidered the argument uſed by the gen- 
tlemen on the other ſide, © that this bil was diſreſpectful to his 


majeſty,” as unfounded. The Britiſn nation had wiſely ſet the 


example, by limiting the penſion lift ; that had not been deemed 
diſreſpectful to his majeſty, and he knew of no ſtronger cement to 


bind two nations together than a ſimilarity of good laws; but it 


muſt be manifeft to every man, that ſhould Ireland go on as ſhe 
had for ſome time done, ſhould ſhe refuſe to limit the penfion 
liſt, and leave. her treaſure at the arbitrary diſpoſal of the crown, 
ſhe muſt become an inſtrument to deſtroy the liberty of the 
ſiſter kingdom. | 

He then took an hiſtorical review of the connection between 
England and Ireland, from the time of Henry 11. to the preſent 
day, from which he deduced, that Ireland was entitled to the 
ſame liberties and laws enjoyed by England, and that whenever 
the Iriſh parliament had been wiſe enough to paſs laws ſimilar 
to thofe of England, the greateſt advantages had been derived 
from them. In the preſent caſe, he ſtrongly urged the neceſſity 
of excluding placemen and penſioners from parliament, as had 
been done in England, nor did he ſee how any man who was an 
advocate for that meaſure there, could diſapprove it here. 

He obſerved that ſome ſtreſs had been laid upon the fact, that 
the preſent chief governor had not added a ſingle penſion to the 
lit; he could not ſee, then, how the friends of the Marquis of 
Buckingham could object to a bill ſo perfectly coinciding with 
his own principles; he thought there was no time ſo proper to 
adopt it as the preſent. The marquis had been adviſed to tell 
the two houſes, that they had acted contrary to law; if it had 
not been for the happy circumſtance of his majeſty's recovery, that 
declaration might have tended to the diſunion of the two king- 
doms, Nothing was more likely to heal that breach between the 
chief governor and parliament than his aiding the nation in paſ- 
ſing the preſent bill ; his friends, therefore, inſtead of oppoſing, 
ſhould recommend it to him in the ſtrongeſt manner. 

He concluded with declaring, that he ſapported the bill as a 
meaſure tending to preſerve the connection of the two countries, 


to put an end to faction and jobbing, and to preſerve the liberty 
of Ireland. | 


| Major Dorrx obſerved that the ſubje& was too much ex- 
hauſted to admit of any thing new or entertaining, and that he 
ſhould therefore confine himſelf entirely to replying to thoſe argu- 
ments which ſeemed to be relied upon by gentlemen on the 
other ſide. | | 

One honourable member, ſaid he, beſtows the greateſt praiſe 
upon the meaſure, but ſays he will vote againſt it; this is the 
ſatyr blowing hot and cold in the ſame breath; but if the 
honourable gentleman will have the goodneſs to invert the pro- 
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poſition, and abuſe our meaſure, but give his vote for it, he will 
oblige us more, and render a more eſſential ſervice to his country. 
He is pleaſed to ſay, that if it is poſtponed for a month he will 
vote for it, although now he oppoſes it. That is to ſay, when a 
meaſure-which he acknowledges beneficial to the country, 1s likely 
to ſucceed, he will endeavour to defeat it; but when it has no 
chance of ſucerſs, he will give it all poſſible affiſtance. I admire 
the eandour, but I confeſs the conſiſteney of this conduct is above 
my comprehenſion. 

But, ſir, there are two arguments, which are directed to the 
feelings of a moſt reſpectable part of the houſe, I mean the coun- 
trygentlemen. They muſt not be ſuffered to paſs unanſwered, 
as great ſtreſs is laid upon them, and they were uſed - with ſome 
effect upon a former occaſion; though, in truth, they have not 
the ſmalleſt weight in them. The one is, that it would be i impro- 
per on the king's recovering, to meet him with complaint inſtead 
of congratulation. And the other that it implies a cenſure upon 
the lord lieutenant. Whenever the happy tidings of his majeſty's 
recovery ſhall be officially announced, -this houſe, and this nation, 
will not be wanting in the warmeſt, and moſt heartfelt congratu- 
lations. Until when, fir, it is unparliamentary and indecent to 
mention the name of the king, to check the freedom of debate. 
But if it were not, how can that meaſure offend his royal feelings, 
which he has already ſanctioned by his aſſent in England? Beſide, 
it can have no reference to the preſent. lamented weak ſtate of 
the prerogative, as it is well known to have been the annual, mo- 
tion of my honourable friend, ever fince the commencement of the 
preſent parliament, and for the molt part of this ſtage of the ſeſſion. 
With reſpect to n lieutevent, ſo far from its being a cenſure 
upon him, it is highly complimentary to him, if the aſſertions of 
thoſe who Cupport him be founded, For my own part, I have no 
diſobligation to his excellency, on the contrary, I have always ex- 
Pperienced civility and attention. But if it be true, as the defenders 
of the chief governor aſſert, that he has not added to the penſion 
liſt, then he is the lord lieutenant of all others, to whom this 
meaſure could not apply as a cenſure ; and, therefore, unleſs the 
ſupporters of adminiſtration impeach theix own credibility, they 
mult admit this objection to have no weight. T hey are 1n this 
dilemma, of being obliged to give up either their veracity, or their 
argument; and I know them too. well to doubt, which they will 
chooſe. | do not recolle& any thing elſe, in the ſhape of an ar- 
gument, urged againſt this meaſure, and therefore n give my 
decided vote in favour of it. „ 


Sir Jonx Buaqyirre vindicated the aſſociation KS had 
5 ſligmatiſed by a right honourable gentleman, as having com- 
bined againſt king and government. fle ſaid he was one of the 
gentlemen who had | ſigned. this paper for an honourable and 
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laudable purpoſe,; and would obſerve it with as much ſtrictneſs 
as he would any obligation with his right honourable friend 
[ Mr. Grattan ] whole connection in, it he thought was a 
ſufficient , pledge: to. the people that nothing unconſtitutional 
had been, entered upon, He deprecated the idea of party 
ſpirit and, its, pernicious, conſequences, which he exemplified in 
the caſe. of: the: French General Lally, who fell a martyr ; he 
| pronounced him to be a great and good man; and though the 
populace, ſet. up a ſcream at his.death, the. people groaned under 
the conſequences of it. for years —There was no novelty, he ſaid, 
in the preſent. bill, and as to the aſſertion that the lord lieutenant 
had granted no penſions, he denied it ; there had been an increaſe 
of 31ool. in fifteen months, and if this was multiplied by him 
according to the number of years his excellency might continue 
here, the houſe would have an idea of the exceſs. He reprobated 
the expenſive alteration that had been made in the army. It had 
been ſtated the expence of the reduction of the four regiments 
of horſe, would not amount to more than two thouſand odd 
pounds; this paper was not ſigned; but by the eſtimate ſigned 
by the proper officer, it appeared that the expence would be 
25,000]. per annum in perpetuity; ſo that the ſurcharge was 
no leſs than 2.3;000L, which was unaccounted for. | 


Mr. W. BuzTox Coxvxqhau faid he was happy to hear a 
right honourable knight [Sir John Blaquiere] declare againſt 
perſonalities; this he looked upon as a certain ſign of convaleſ- 
cence. It had been obſerved, that naming the king or the lord 
lieutenant was diſorderly ; he.could not conceive how the preſent 
debate could be carried on without naming both, and while they 
were not named in ſuch a way as to intimidate or influence gen- 
tlemen, he did not think it at all diſorderly ; he thought it not 
perfectly proper or liberal to preſs the government with ſuch a bill 
as the preſent, at ſuch a time as the preſent ; he intreated gen- 
tlemen would give time for reaſon to predominate over temper, 
and. concluded with earneſtly exhorting the houſe to defer the 
further conſideration of the bill for a few weeks. 


The CHANCELLOR oF THE ExCHEQUER replied to Sir J. 
Blaquiere.—He ſaid that a ſaving had been made in the allowance 
to certain officers, amounting to 16, oool. which he ought to have 
taken into the account. of the military regulations. He ſaid as 
to the preſent queſtion, a little time was neceſſary to conſider it, 
and the indiſereet precipitance of the houſe, upon a late occa. 
fion, ſhould afford them a caution ; eſpecially as they were about 
to legalize penſions, and provide · for the diſcharging the heredi- 
tary revenue and additional duties. | | 


Sir JOHN BIAdvikxr maintained his poſition, and ſaid, that 
the ſaving was temporary, but the expence perpetual. | 
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The CnranceLLok or THE Excnequer anſwered, that the 
conſideration of the motion ſhould be deferred until it came pro- 
perly before the houſe. He ſaid he thought there was an incon- 
fiſtency in the bill, becauſe, although it diſabled thoſe who ſhould 
accept of places and penſions from ſitting in parliament, yet, it 
permitted ſuch as already had them to retain their places, and 
vote. He vindicated Mr. Orde's penſion, and ſaid he thought 
that as a laborious, induftrious man, whe had ruined his health 
in the ſervice of the country, he was fairly entitled to reward; 
his exertions to extend the commerce of Ireland, and put us in a 
ſituation to participate of the trade of Europe, were highly com- 
mendable, and he had left the country with a broken conſtitution 
and a bare fortune. | 


Mr. Bvusns ſaid that the reaſon alleged by the Attorney Ge- 
neral could have no manner of weight. If there was any thing 
in the bill that could preſs upon the * of a beloved ſovereign, 
let them ſtrike out that part in the committee; but it was ridi- 
culous to ſay, that what would be reſpectful in May, would be 
diſreſpectful in March; and that the reſpectfulneſs of the mea- 
ſure was to be judged of by the time in which it was brought for- 
ward, and not on the natùre of the meaſure itſelf, The cecono- 
my of the marquis had been uſed as an argument againſt the bill; 
for his part he hoped, and he believed, that the conduct of his 
excellency, when it came to be ſtated, would be proved to be 
economical; but when it was the declared principle that the an- 
cient pillars of the ſtate, which had long ſupported it, and which 
had deep foundations in the ſoil, were to be thrown down, the 
queſtion was, can the marquis be an c:conomiſt ?—The edifice 
muſt be propped ſome how or other; and this prop-work was an 
expenſive article in architecture. It was aſked what new reaſons 
appeared for a penſion · bill? The new. reaſons were ſo very nu- 
merous, that he would not attempt to ftate them; but their num- 
ber had already been aſcertained by a very able arithmetician 
[the Attorney General] and they amounted exactly to half a 
million—Theſe five hundred thouſand reaſons appeared already to 
have been widely diſſeminated, and there ſeemed to be a marvel- 
lous propenſity to liſten to theſe ſolid arguments. No pains ſeem- 
ed to have been ſpared for their promulgation ; and ſo great was 
the law of reaſoning that methinks, ſaid he, the corridores 
of this houſe have of late reſembled the Athenian porticoes, 
where not only the experienced logicians delivered their lectures 
with wonderful aſſiduity, but where ingenious youth were buſied 
in er er, uſeful and profitable knowledge. He went 
into a defence of a paper, whoſe contents he ſtated to have been 
groſsly miſrepreſented ; and of the ariſtocracy, which he ſaid might 
have been once too high, but which ought not to be brought 
too low. In the new adminiſtration which was to be formed, 
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there might be a neceſſity for penſions, as it might not be per- 

fectly agreeable to all gentlemen to accept the offices of thoſe 

who were to be diſmiſſed for the very votes they had given them- 

ſelves. He obſerved there were ſome parts of the bill which had 

not his approbation in their preſent form; and concluded by de- 
claring, that he gave it his moſt decided aſſent. 


Mr. Holmes ſaid, that after all that he had heard, he felt himſelf 
incompetent to enter into a diſcuſſion of the very complicated 
and important change which was now about to be made in the 
conſtitution, and which he was ſorry to ſee gentlemen were hur- 
rying forward with indecent precipitation. He had at leaſt 
hoped that they would firſt have been anxious to expreſs their joy 
on the king's happy recovery, that they would not greet him 
with a bill of complaint, a bill controuling the prerogative. 

He faid it was unneceſſary for him to enter into any defence of 
adminiſtration—they had been charged on aſſertion alone; a 
ſingle fa& had not been advanced, or even ſuggeſted ; he would 
not, however, ſuppoſe that the rigid integrity of the chief go- 
vernor had kindled animoſity and reſentment againſt him; that 
becauſe he had detected and puniſhed peculation; becauſe he had 
exerted himſelf to force back from the plunderers of the ſtate 
their diſhoneſt booty; becauſe he had reſiſted jobs, and manifeſt- 
ed his contempt for jobbers, he was to be inſulted and driven from 
the country. | : 

Nothing, he obſerved, could be more injurious to the nation, 
than the frequent changes of lord heutenants ; within the laſt 
eight years Ireland had ſeen fix lord lieutenants, and the emiſſa- 
ries of a ſeventh had been purchaſing the ſtate horſes at the 
Caftle. But they who could ſuppoſe that Lord Buckingham 
would be driven away by ſcurrility and abuſe, little knew the 
firmneſs of his character; he would ſtay to ſerve the country in 
deſpite of jobbers, and probably long enough for gentlemen to 
open their eyes, and look upon ſome people with juſt contempt. 

He then adverted to Mr. Orde's penſion : He ſaid he coincided 
in the juſt praiſes that had been beſtowed upon that gentleman, 
and added, that if he had left nothing after him but the plan of 
improving the ſyſtem of education in Ireland, the wiſdom and 
humanity in which that plan was conceived were ſufficient to 
cover him with eternal honour. 


Mr. HamiLTon, jun. ſaid, in all public meaſures he ſhould 
look to the motives and characters of thoſe who brought them 
forward, and if good, he would to the beſt of his power ſupport 
them; but if meaſures were brought forward in a ſuſpicious man- 
ner, he thought they ought to be reſiſted. On that principle he 
now reſiſted a bill to ſtrip the crown of its prerogative, at a time 
when the crown was not in a capacity to defend itſelf; he reſiſt- 
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ed it as a ſurprize, and a meaſure improperly timed. He had ano- 


ther reaſon—he would not transfer. the powers of the crown to 
men in whom, from the uſe they had lately made of power, he 
could place no confidence; in men who, he feared, would not apply 
it to any wiſe or honourable purpoſe. For theſe reaſons he was 
for poſtponing the conſideration of the bill. | 


Mr. Arzxannes (of Derry) ſaid he was alſo againſt the bill, 
as improperly timed, and as an ungracious offering to our ſove- 
retgn upon his recovery. | | 


Mr. Hoax ſaid he never could be of opinion that it was 
conſiſtent with the liberality of the parliament of Ireland to ſalute 
their ſovereign upon his recovery with a bill of complaint, con- 
troul and reſtriction; and he thought it peculiarly ungracious of 
gentlemen who had oppoſed this bill when their ſovereign, was in 
the vigour of health, when they were governed by a lord lieute- 
nant who dealt out penſions with a bounteous hand, to ſupport it 
now, when they ſhould congratulate their ſovereign upon his 
riſing from the bed of ſickneſs, and when they were governed by 
a lord lieutenant that had not added a ſingle penſion. 

As to what had been ſaid relative to the ſituation of the coun- 
try in 1757, every one knew that it was diſtracted by a factious 
ariſtocracy, ſtrong enough to overbear the government; the 
ariſtocracy then, as now, overcame the government; but when 
the government had conſented to burden the people for the emo- 
lament of the ariſtocracy, they were mean enough to return 
thanks. Lord Townſhend found the uſe of the ſolid arguments 
which have been mentioned this day—perhaps Lord Buckingham 
has been too frugal of the public money. | 


Mr. SAUNDERSON obſerved, that the defign of the other fide 
of the houſe was to repreſent the country gentlemen as if in 
avowed oppoſition to the king, when nothing was further from 
their intention. He thought the bill neceſſary to reſcue the 
miniſter from the importunity of thoſe who were ever ſoliciting 
favours ; and aſſerted, that places which had been encreaſed, as 
well as penſions, were abundantly ſufficient to gratify a corrupt 
miniſter and his hungry expectants. As to the charges that had 
been imputed to country gentlemen, he was aſtoniſhed by what 
touchſtone gentlemen could unravel the thoughts of others. He 
would retort the charge, and ſay, that on the other fide of the 
houſe there was an aſſociation; but it was an aſſociation of inte- 
grity on one band, and proſtitution on the other, | 


Mr. KgARN EV ſaid, that as he had conſtantly voted for a limi- 
tation of the penſionlift, and ſhould now vote for poſtponing, for 
a few weeks, the further conſideration of the preſent bill, he 
thought it neceſſary to allign his reaſons for it, that he may not 
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lie under an imputation of acting inconſiſtently. He had voted 
for the former bills becauſe the occaſions were preſſing; the pen- 
ſion liſt was rapidly increaſing; and the prodigality of the dif- 
ferent adminiſtrations was in general ſo great, as made it incum- 
bent on parliament to endeavour to put a ſtop to it. That he 
did not apprehend was the caſe at preſent; and it was not aſſert- 
ed by the avowed enemies of the preſent adminiſtration, who, 
however, thought that the propereſt time for introducing a bill of 

this ſort was under an ceconomical adminiſtration, a mode of rea- 
ſoning that he confeſſed was above bis comprehenſion, He 
always conſidered a man's former conduct as the ſureſt pledge of 
his future one; and in what other light could the lord lieutenant 
conſider the introduction of the preſent bill than this, that par- 
liament ſuſpected that he would change his conduct, and load 
the country as his predeceſſors had done. He declared that 
he would moſt, willingly: ſupport the preſent bill, at a proper 
time; not that he had thoſe very ſanguine expectations which 
ſome. gentlemen entertained of its putting a ſtop to the corrupt- 
ing of parliaments; for there were other ways of corrupting men 
beſfides-giving them penſions, and perhaps much more effectual. 
He remarked, that in the ordinary tranſactions of life, it was 
well known that the man who paid beforehand was badly ſerved, 
and to pay as you go, was the ſure method of having the work 
properly executed. He ſaid it was one of the great excellencies 
of our juſtly admired conſtitution, that every branch of it had 


its own rights and privileges ſo guarded, that neither of the other 


two could infringe on them; that, however, muſt be founded 
on a ſuppoſition, that each part was poſſeſſed of the full power 
of ating. Now, ſaid he, does not every man know, that the 
third eſtate has not had that power for a conſiderable time paſt, 
nor is there any proof that it has re-aſſumed its power ? I there- 


fore think it an unſeaſonable time to introduce a bill, which has 


for its obje& the curtailing the privileges of that eſſential branch 
of the conſtitution. 


Mr. Ecan ſaid he was for going into the committee inſtantly. 
It was abſurd to ſay, that it would be offenſive to the king; for 
jn the act of ſettlement there was a clanſe whieh poſitively ex- 
cluded penſioners from a feat in the Engliſh houſe. Could that 


have been deemed an affront to Prince William? No z—it was 


embodied in our Magna Charta, and remained a great acknow- 
ledged principle. He retorted what Mr. Hamilton had ſaid of 
ſuſpicion, and obſerved, that he ought to be aſhamed to ſuſpect 
a meaſure which flowed through a channel ſo pure. 


Mr. Forts ſaid he diſclaimed the idea of party influence; in 
bringing the bill forward at the preſent time he only diſcharged 


his duty to his. country; for he deſpaired of carrying the mea- 
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ſure if he ſhould wait until many gentlemen were gone upon the 
buſineſs of the aſſizes. Though he diſclaimed party motives, he 
would not diſclaim his connection with certain reſpectable charac- 
ters; it was an hononrable connection, in which every thing ſelfiſh 
had been rejected, where the intent was to act for the dignity of 
parliament, the benefit of the people, and the honour of the 
Houſe of Brunſwick ; and the influence of this aſſociation would 
be the ſalvation of the country. If parliament was not com- 
plete, there would be ground for objecting to the committal ; but 
either the king himfelf would be competent, or ſome other 
mode would be eſtabliſhed to give the royal affent to bills. Or 
if it was novel, or impoſed any unneceſſary reſtriction on the 
prerogative, gentlemen might with propriety oppoſe going into 
the committee. All that the bill does is this; it does not queſ- 
tion the prerogative ; we only declare by it after having examin. 
ed the public accounts, that conſiſtent with theenational finances, 
certain ſums only can be appropriated to penſions. As to the 
feelings of his majeſty on the occaſion, he would only obſerve, 
that they could not be offended, for his majeſty had already ap- 
proved of the principle, and ſanctioned it by his aſſent in Mr. 
Burke's bill; and his concurrence to it was regiſtered on the 
rolls of parliament in the ſiſter kingdom. He was willing to 
accommodate gentlemen as much as poſſible in any alteration 
they might propoſe in the committee. | 

Much had been ſaid of the economy of the Marquis of Buck- 
ingham. To this he would only reply, what time ſo proper to 
propoſe a good law, as under a good lord lieutenant? What 
time ſo favourable to an economic plan as under an economic 
viceroy? Were we to wait until a ſucceſſor differently diſpoſed 
got into the plenitude of power? Surely not. He condemned 
the grant of Mr. Orde's penſion, and ſaid, that if he was enti- 
tled to ſuch a reward, no man in that houſe could be refuſed a 
fimilar one; he imagined that it was pregnant with the ſeeds of 
future prodigality ; he aſſerted that it was originally beſtowed 
only to give a foundation for the reverſionary grant to Mr. Gren- 
ville, the lord lieutenant's brother; and to eſtabliſh a practice 
whereby every lord lieutenants ſecretary became entitled to equal 
claims upon this country on his departure. He ſaid he would 
not go into the conſtruction of the different acts granting the 
revenue, but he would only impreſs this great principle, that - 
there was no part of the public revenue which ſhould not be 
under the controul of the commons. 


Mr. Tours ſaid he was againſt ſuffering the bill to go into 


2a committee. 


Mr. Bxowne (of the College) ſaid he had ſo often and ſtrongly 
expteſſed his ſentiments on the ſubject of penſions, that he ſhould 
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not at preſent argue upon a matter, which almoſt baffled all ar gu- 
ment, by preſenting intuitive conviction. He had often ſan- 
guinely ſupported it, in {mall minorities, from a firm perſuaſion, 
that its propriety and its evidence, would ſome time or other ex- 
tort a majority. The auſpicious time had at length arrived, when 
ſuch a majority, from a concurrence of circumſtances, might 
probably be obtained. He cengratuiated the country upon it; 
and he cbſerved, that whoever deſerted his poſt, at that critical 
moment, mult be handed down to poſterity, as betraying, and 
rendering fruitleſs, the only occaſion that had ever offered for 
an effectual meaſure. It will be in vain to urge, that he did not 
like the men, who were ready to co-operate with him. The 

public will diſcern the conqueſt of private pique over public prin- 
ciple. It will be in vain to ſay he does not believe they acted 
from a regard for public good. Far be it from him to imagine 
that the reſpectable bodies of men, who had lately joined the 
independent intereſt, were not actuated by a regard to the proſ- 
perity of the country. If they were not, they were the greateſt 
fools, for they were the greateſt ſharers in it. But, ſaid he, let 
us ſuppoſe, for a moment, that they were only governed by in- 
tereſt, and that their intereſt coincided with that of the nation; 
were independent men to reje& the aid of every man, who was 
not actuated by pure patriotiſm? If they were, they might 
have the pleaſure of declaiming in eternal minorities, but were 
never likely to carry any good meaſure for the country. He 
{aid he did not ſtand up to flatter the ariſtocracy, with which he 
had no connection, but he would ſay, that as he never deſired to 
ſee the ariſtocracy ſupreme, ſo neither did he ever deſire to ſee it 
linked to, or enſlaved to the crown. He was ſure, in a juſt 
counterpoiſe between thoſe two powers, which might force each 
of them, to appeal to the democratical part of that houſe, confiſt- 
ed the ſureſt ſafeguard of the welfare and liberties of the people. 
The appeal has been made, by the ariſtocracy offering to join in 
grand meaſures beneficial to the kingdom ; by the Caſtle offering 
any price for ſingle votes, and offering, initead of argument, ridi- 
cule upon their opponents. It would have been more cunning in 
the caſtle men to have brought forward the meaſure, and to have 
anticipated their opponents; but in the preſent ſtate of things, 
he could have no doubt which appellants to join, or rather, which 
appellants he would ſuffer to join him. He ſaid there was an 
artful language held by government, and addrefled to the preju- 
dices of independent men: Do not be the dupes of ariſtocracy ; 
they want to build their own ſchemes upon your ſhoulders. That 
is, do not accept the aid of ariſtocracy ; drive them back to us, 
and then we can conquer your ſingle power, without trouble, as 
we uſed to do, Woas it to be the dupe of the ariſtocratical part 
of the country, to vote for meaſures which could not poſſibly 
ſerve the intereſts of that body of men ; for meaſures which they 
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had always voted ? Or ſhould we not rather be the dupes of that 
government, which deſired us to yield up our ſtrength without 
offering any public meaſures in return? If Lord Buckingham 
had ſtept forward, and ſaid, join me, I will bring forward a pen- 
fion bill, there might be ſome weight in the argument. He ob- 
ſerved on the extraordinary means which government had uſed 
to captivate the independent part of that houſe. Though not a 
rich man, he was as independent as any man in that houſe; and 
he would mention the effect of their language upon him. Their 
attempts to win that part of the houſe were nothing but inſult, 
In the beginning of the ſeſſion they accuſed them of little leſs 
than treaſonable pratices—of dethroning the king. Very 
obliging indeed. They next called them a faction; —vaſtly 
kind. They then inſinuated, that the way to reduce this faction 
—was by a price. They complimented them indeed with a high 
one, half a million, but ſtill it was a price. And laſtly, to-night 
government infinuated that they were not the king's friends, 
and that they were a parcel of fools, duped by an ariſtocracy. 
He faid if any county members rode off, upon this pretext, of 
ſeparating from what was ſtiled ariſtocracy, vulgar plain people 
without doors would ſay, that there were ways of corrupting 
members, not always oſtenſible, as by giving them the govern- 
went intereſt in their counties. He ſaid, far be it from him to 
charge with want of virtue any man who voted for a virtuous 
micaſure: There was no looking int6 the Heart.” But he had no 
ſeruple in ſaying, that great meaſures had uſually at all times 
been carried by a jiimble of motives, and a chaos of intereſts, 
ſuperadded to the principle and virtue of a few; and if a good 
meaſure was carried for the country, he ſhould care little by what 
concourſe of circumſtances, fo the country was at length enabled 
to obtain it. | | 


Mr. WesTBy ſaid he diſclaimed all idea of party—having 
nothing to hope, and, he thanked God, nothing to fear ;—as a 
country gentleman he gave his hearty aſſent to commitring the bill 
that nignt. 


Mr. Harv ſaid that he ſhould not have riſen to ſpeak at that 
hour, it being now the fifth or ſixth time that he had ſpoken to 
the bill then before the houſe, but that ſome few things (and but 
only few indeed) had been adverted to in the courſe of debate, 
which it was neceſſary for him to take notice of. With regard 
to the charge of party, which had been ſo frequently urged that 
night, he ſhould have paſſed it over as not worthy of animadver- 
{;on, but as there were many gentlemen who were not members 
of the houſe when the bill had been originally brought in, it be- 
hoved him to acquaint them, that the bill never had any connec- 
tion with party, but that it had, from its fixſt"introduRtion, been 
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honoured with as reſpectable and independent a ſupport, as any 
bill whatever; and he ſaw no reaſon why it ſhould not experience 
a ſimilar ſupport then. This much he thought proper to ſtate, 
for the information of thoſe gentlemen, leſt they might poſſibly 
be miſled by aſſertions ſo very confidently urged. If any partt- 
cular events had recently taken place, any union with gentlemen - 
who had before differed in ſentiment with the original patrons of 
the bill as to the then meaſure, ſurely no circumſtance of that na- 
ture ſhould operate againſt the bill, but juſt the contrary. It 
would be hard, indeed, if after toiling in a minority with that 
bill for four or five years, that on the firſt dawn of its ſucceſs, it 
' ſhould be abandoned by thoſc who had given it ſo early and ſucli 
an unequivocal ſupport. For his part, he could not think thoſe 
auxiliaries to be peculiarly reſpectable, who could only be active 
and chearful when they were certain of a defeat, and gloomy and 
repining at the proſpect of victory. Such an ambiguous aid, and 
ſuch incomprehenſible feelings, he totally diſclaimed.—He then 
dwelt on the acrimonious perſonal manner in which part of the 
debate had been conducted, and the repeated alluſions which had 
been made to the motives of gentlemens* conduct. He faid it 
was certainly more decent, and more agreeable to the dignity of 
the houſe, to ſuppoſe that every one acted from the moſt proper 
motives, rather than run into what might be termed an epiſodical 
kind of debate, in which nothing but a fruitleſs teazing acrimony 
was diſcernible, and the real queſtion of debate totally loſt fight 
of, A great deal had been ſaid about Lord Buckingham ; and 
it was attempted to be urged as an argument againſt the bill, that 
it was perſonal to him. But what had the bill to do with that 
nobleman, or any other in his fituation? If he had never come 
to Ireland, or if he had left Ireland three weeks ago, the bill 
would have been brought in. Some gentlemen inſiſted that he 
had added to the penſion liſt, others that he had not. With re- 
gard to the then queſtion, the point was totally immaterial. Ad- 
mitting the fact, that he had not added to the penſion liſt, what 
did the argument amount to? That becauſe he had been more 
frugal in this branch of the expenditure of the public money 
than his predeceſſors, that therefore his ſueceſſors ſhould be under 
no reſtrictions whatever, Deſpotiſm might be juſtified on the 
ſame ground. No limited monarch ever made a better uſe of 
their power than Henry IVth of France, who was aa abſolute 
uncontrouled prince. Would gentlemen argue from his example 
in favour of abſolute monarchy? And yet the houſe had been 
liſtening all the night to arguments exactly ſimilar, againſt every 
rule of logie and common ſenſe. | 

If Lord Buckingham's ſucceſſors, either from public economy, 
or a cautious policy, which took its own time for acting, did not 
add to the penſion liſt for the firſt or ſecond ſeſſion of his admi- 


niſtration, gentlemen might be certain of hearing the ſame lan- 
Vor. IX. U | 
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guage then as now, and the uſual appeals to their reſpe& for the 
lord heutenant, and their confidence in him. He dwelt on the 
tcazing uniform abſurdity of all this, and wiſhed that his fide of 
the houſe would, for the future, take no notice of it. The prin- 
cipal feature of every houſe of commons ſhould be ſuſpicion of 
every adminiſtration whatever. This was the true old parliamen- 
tary language. It was perfectly conſiſtent with that meaſurcd 
ſober confidence, which alone became a houſe of commons. He 
ſaid that it required more ingenuity than he poſſeſſed to give an 
variety to a queſtion which had been ſo often ſpoken to; he had 
not heard any argument to-night againſt the bill itſelf, which had 
nat been repeatedly anſwered ; ſome weighty objections had beer 
made to ſome particular clauſes, which certainly were not in the 
original bill, but as the committee was the proper place either to 
obviate or give way to thoſe objections, he would vote for tlie 
immediate committal of the bill. 


Mr. Curnax ſaid that in relation to what had been ſaid of 
dependence on the chief governor, we had heretofore been led 
into ſimilar errors, and had experienced deception. —'The queſtion 
was not a limitation of the penſion liſt, or of the privileges of 
the crown, under the preſent, but under every adminiftration, 
He faid-if a timely limitation did not take place, government 
muſt fall under the exceſs of its own abuſes. —He diſavowed and 
abhorred every idea of a diſreſpect intended to the ſovereign by 
the meaſure; and he did not conceive it could be ſuppoſed as 
meant to give perſonal offence to a lord licutenant, who was ſaid 
to be the only one ſince the year 1757, to whom the bill could 
not be called applicable. 

He ſaid if government could be carried on without a great 
deal of penſions, this bill takes from them nothing uſeful.— lf it 
is to its perſonauty gentlemen are averſe, they ſhould object to it 
on that ground; but no ſuch argument was offered. —He thought 
the filence obſerved by the gentlemen on the other ſide, on the 
committing the bill, ſhewed their diſpoſition to yield. —He truſt- 
ed the country gentlemen would not be led away by idle ſophiltry, 
or become dupes to idle alarms, to deſert the cauſe, which was an 
honvurable one; or betray the confidence in which they were 
bound to their country. 


Mr. Gaarrax.— On the general principle the enemies to this 
bill cannot ftand. A penſioned parliament is not conſtitutional 
nor has it been held ſo by Great Britain. In the time of William 
the third a pention bill paſſed in England—in the preſent reign 
another. The gentlemen who oppoſe a penſion bill in Ireland 
will explain, how it happens that a precaution neceſſary for the 
freedom of one country ſhall be prejudicial to the welfare of the 
other. They muſt prove that the individuals of this kingdom 
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are more honeſt, or that the kingdom is not intitled to the ſame 
privileges; they muſt prove a natural ſuperiority in the men, or 
a natural degradation in the country. The truth is, it is contu- 
macious to Ireland to refuſe to her conſtitutional benefits which 
have been granted to Great Britain. Aware of this, gentlemen 
have reſorted to two ſpecial arguments, finding the general prin- 
ciple was againſt them. They reſt their objections to the bill on 
the recovery of the King, and the ceconomy of the Marquis of 
Buckingham. With reſpec to the former, his majeſty's name 
ſhould not be introduced to influence debate, ſtill leſs his majeſty's 
feelings, and leaſt of all jealouſies imputed as entertained by his 
majeſty againſt conſtitutional bills. Gentlemen preſume that his 

majeſty will reſent a bill in Ireland, which he thought proper and 
juſt for the people of England; and argue from a miſrepreſenta- 
tion of his royal mind, improperly introduced to overawe debate, 
and groſsly miſrepreſented. The only excuſe for ſuch an irregular 
alluſion is, that it is accompanied by a moſt-grateful account of an 


improvement in his majeſty's health. 


The ſecond ſpecial objection againſt this bill, is the ſuppoſed 
frugality of the Marquis of Buckingham ; and a proof of that 
economy, is his oppoſition to a penſion bill, I do not ſay that 
his excellency is a ſpendthrift, but I will not allow him to be an 
economilt ; his revival of the obſolete office of the ſecond coun- 
ſel to the commiſſioners was not ceconomy ; his projected diviſion 
of the boards of ſtamps and accounts, providing for more mem- 
bers of parliament, and ſowing the ſeed of more ſalaries, is not 
economy ; his reverſionary grant to his brother, an abſentee, of 
the beſt place in this kingdom, is neither diſintereſtedneſs nor 
economy ;—his granting 3oool. a year in penſions the firſt year 
of his government is not economy. Surely theſe meaſures are not 
ſuch proofs of his ceconomy as to ſtand in the place of good laws. 
If the penſions added by Lord Buckingham, if the penſion to 
Mr. Orde, was not the meaſure of Lord Buckingham, but of 
his predeceſſor impoſed on his preſent excellency, and againſt his 
profeſſion and principles, the reſult of ſuch a ſuppoſition. is an 
argument deciſive in favour of this bill; for it pioves that you 
cannot rely on the lord lieutenant, but muſt, if you mean to 
limit the penſion lift, reſort to an act of parliament. But the 
folly of relying on his excellency on this ſubject, will be more 
apparent if you conſider that he may not be your lord lieutenant 
for a month; and thoſe who reje& the permanency of law, and 
prefer the principles of the viceroy (ſuppoſing thofe principles to 
have exiſtence) trifle with their country, refuſing a ſecurity which 
they cannot impeach, and offering a ſecurity on whoſe duration 
for an hour they cannot depend. 


Mr. Corry ſaid though he was one of the committee appoint- 
ed to prepare the bill in every ſeſſion, yet that on account ef 
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abſence he had not ſeen the preſent bill; but he was happy he 


was time enough to give his vote for ſending it to the committee, 
as he agreed with the right honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 
in the conſtitutiovality and expediency of the meaſure; but 
though he agreed entirely with him in that reſpect, he as decidedly 
diſſented from the opinions he had ſtated reſpecting Lord Buck- 
ingham's adminiſtration, which he was convinced would be found 
to be one as economical and as conducive to the public benefit, as 
that of any man who had ever prefided over the government of 
this kingdom. The manner, he ſaid, ia which the right honour- 
able gentleman ſpoke of Lord Buckingham's public economy, 
proved, that the r glit honourable gentleman's addreſs in glancing 
ſlightly at an object which he could not attack, was equal to his 
abilities in attacking an object that was vulnerable. The richt 
honourable gentleman had ſaid, that he would not accuſe Lord 
Buckingham as a ſpendthrift, but that he would not give him the 

raiſe of an ceconomiſt ;—the' right honourable genticinan was 
not, he ſaid, remarkable in partiality to the lord licutenant, and 
therefore the words he had dropped, were a negative praife of 
Lord Buckmgham ; fo ſtrong, that falling from where they did, 
they muſt give proof to the public, that his character was, in that 
reſpect, impregnable. As to the penſions that had been alluded 
to, it was true, he faid, that they were placed on the eſtabliſh- 
ment ſince Lord Buckingbam's arrival; but were they, therefore, 
his act? Of the ficit two gentlemen alluded to, he ventured to 
fay, Lord Buckingham had no perfonal knowledge whatever, and 
all the world knew, that they never had been at any time during 
his former or his preſent government of this kingdom, in any 
fituation or in any deſcription ia which they could have rendered 
him any Ipecics of ſervice; could thoſe penſions be called Lord 
Buckingbam's? The other two gentlemen alluded to, one the 

rivate fecretary of the late lord heutenait, whoſe fate all ſides 
had fo often deplored, and the other the miniſter of that noble 

erſonage, could never be ſtated to be perſons whom the pre- 
Ra lord heutenant had any connection with, fo as to induce him 
to grant them penſions. The fact was, he faid, if report ſpoke 
truly, which on this point he believed it did, that they were both 
arranged, not only before Lord Buckingham arrived in this king- 
dom, but before he was appointed to the government of it ; and 
that to Mr. Orde was arranged by the king himſelf, as the report 
ſtated, for the ſervices which his majeity thought that gentleman 
had faithfully performed to this country. What in ſuch a caſe 
could Lord Buckingham do? was he to ſay to the king, this it 
is true, fir, is an exerciſe of your undoubted prerogative, a prero- 
gative of which the parliament of Ireland has repeatedly refuſed 
to limit the exerciſe; yet I, fir,—l who am a ſubject of Great 
Britain, and no wiſe connected with that kingdom, will preſcribe 
to your majeſty this limit which the parliameat of Ireland refuſed 
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to do, and will prevent you from this exerciſe of your undoubted 

prerogative, becauſe it is my pleaſure to prevent the encreaſe of 
the Iriſh penſion liſt. What man in his heart muſt not have 

thought Lord Buckingham infatuated to hold ſuch language upon 
ſuch an occaſion? As to the expediency of that penſion, he ſaid, 

he wiſhed not to offer any opinion then, nor as to the ſervices of 
Mr. Orde, which he never looked upon in a very favourable point 

of view; nor as to the conduct of the parliament of Ireland in 
refuſing to limit the amount of penſions, a meaſure which he had 

always ſupported; but his object alone was to advert to the ſitua- 

tion ot Lord Buckingham, as to that penſion of Mr. Orde's. 

One mode indeed Lord Buckingham had of reſiſting the encreaſe 

of the penſion liſt, and that was by not recommending penſions 

from hence as lord licutenant. Had any man charged him with 

having done ſo? If they had, that was the act of Lord Buck- 

ingham, and a fair object of attack; but for the others mentioned, 

the world muſt fee, and every man muſt acknowledge, that he 

had no reſponſibility whatſoever, unleſs, indeed, it was that the 
ſame penſion to Mr, Orde might have been much earlier placed on 
the eitabliſhment had there not been, as the report ſtated, ſome 
difficulty whether the amount of it ſhould not be greater than it 
now actually is, which it was believed was thereby prevented from 
happening, He ſaid that he was convinced upon the whole, that 
when general charges of want of economy were laid afide, and 
particular expences were ſpecified and examined, that Lord Buck- 
ingham's government would prove to be one of as faithful and 
frugal management of the public purſe as this country had ever 
ſeen; and that had the lord heutenant been more profuſe, his ad- 
miniſtration would not have been the object of fo much oppoſi- 
tion, nor his private character the object of fo much calumny. 


Mr. Magcvs BERESTORD.— Sir, I riſe merely to make a few 
obſervations on what has fallen from the right honourable gentle- 
man, [Mr. Grattan] and whatever reſpect he may pay to my per- 
ſon or arguments, 1 ſhall always pay ſo much reſpect to him, as 
freely to canvals his arguments and opinions when they diver from 
mine; this I ſhall do, fir, not traulgteiling parliamentaty order, 
or the language and manvers of a gentleman. 

The right honourable gentleman allerts, that we have admitted 
the principle of the bill by allowing it to go into a committee; 
this, fir, 1 deny; and I appeal to the houſe, whether there is 
any practice more common than to allow a bill to go into a com- 
mittee, and afterwards to vote the chairman out of the chair: — 
nay, in the preſent caſe, the right honourable gentleman who 
moved the poſtponement of the bill, did declare that he totally 
diſapproved of the principle of the bill, and that his intention in 
deferring the diſcuſſion of it was merely in compliment to his ma- 
jeſty on his reſtoration to health. The right honourable gentle- 
man formerly urged as an argument, that it would not be decent 
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for the houſe to proceed to any buſineſs till they had addreſſed the 
Prince of Wales to take upon himſelf the regency. Would it 
not be leſs decent now to proceed to any buſineſs, eſpecially a 
buſineſs of diſcontent and complaint, before we have addreſſed our 
king on reaſſuming our government ?—Surely it would, 

It has been repeatedly ſaid, that it is indecent and diſorderly 
to uſe the king's name in debate; I allow it is when uſed to in- 
fluence a vote; but was it ever thought that an appeal to the affec. 
tion, the loyalty, the gratitude, which the repreſentatives of the 
people entertain for the belt of kings, is a departure from order? 
I believe not. The naming the king when aſking this houſe, 
whether their firſt act upon his recovery ſhould be an act of com- 

laint, an act of intrenchment upon bis prerogative, cannot be 
diſorderly. | N 

Gentlemen had ſaid that they were not diſpoſed to give much 
credit to the preſent government; but he called upon them, and 
challenged them to ſhew a ſingle inftance in which the preſent go- 
vernment had not managed the public treaſure with the molt rigid 
ceconomy, | | 


Mr. Parc. Mr. Speaker, it is with the utmoſt diffidence and 
much embarraſſment I venture to ſay a ſingle word; nothing, fir, 
but to preſerve a ſtrict confiltency of conduct could tempt me at 
this late hour to treſpaſs one moment on your time. But, fir, as 
I formerly voted with my honourable friend on a bill ſomething 
ſimilar to the preſent, I think it highly neceſſary to aſſign my rea- 
ſons why I now decidedly vote againſt it. 

Almoſt, fir, in the very hour that we have been told of our be- 
loved ſovereign's happy reſtoration, is that the time to hail his 
ſecond birth of empire, by a limitation of his juſt prerogative ? 

But, fir, it would be highly improper in me to enlarge on a 
ſubje& that has already been ſo amply diſcuſſed by a right honour- 
able and learned gentleman who fits below me; I ſhall therefore 
content myſelf with ſaying, that the preſent moment I think 
highly indecent for the introduction of ſuch a bill, and ſhall give 
my vote "againſt it, with a conſcience as pure, unſtained and un- 
polluted as that of any gentleman I hope that hears me, 


Mr. GraTTan.—lf the honourable gentleman continues to 
anſwer my arguments in the manner he has now done, he is 
welcome to do fo as often as he thinks proper; but if he expects 
I will anſwer him, he muſt excuſe me; he muſt be a little older 
before I anſwer him. 


Mr. Maxcus BertsrorD.—The right honourable gentleman 
miſtakes me if he imagines that I apply to him for liberty to ſpeak 
my ſentiments ; for though his title is the ſame as the title of the 
Houſe of Brunſwick to the crown, I do not find that I am 
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obliged by any law or cuſtom to apply to him for liberty of 
ſpeech, as the ſpeaker does at the opening of a new parliament. 


Mr. Gzorce Ponsonsy ſaid that a charge had been brought 
_ againſt an odious and offenſive ariftocracy—He would only ſay, 
that any aſſertion, ſtating faction to be at the bottom of the pre- 
ſent buſineſs, was not founded in truth. For his own part, he 
releaſed the right honourable Secretary from every tie of honour- 
able ſecrecy, and called upon him to ſay, if he had ever made a 
refuſal of favour a ground of oppoſition to government? He 
called upon the treaſury bench one by one, to declare in the ſame 
manner. [Here he pauſed for an anſwer; none having been 
given] he ſaid, that after that he hoped he ſhould hear no more 
random charges of faction and party. 


The houſe divided, 
For poſtponing the bill to the firſt of May, 98 
Againſt it, — — — 130 


The houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee, Mr, Gorges 
Lowther in the chair, made progreſs, and reported. 


_— — 


Touespay, Maxcn 10, 1789, 


The houſe went into a committee on the bill for regiſtering 


freeholders. 


Mr. HAvkEs obſerved that there were four or five bills which 
had paſſed for regiſtering frecholders, and this occaſioned no ſmall 
confuſion. He profeſſed himſelf a friend to the principle of re- 
Siſtering, but his object would be to repeal the whole ſyſtem of 
regiſtry bills, and to make one complete bill, which might be 
ſramed in a ſhort: time, and in ſuch a manner as would anſwer 
every wiſhed-for purpoſe. 5 


Mr. Gakpix Es ſaid that he entirely approved of the principle 
of a regiſtry bill, and he was of opinion, that a complete bill of 
that nature, claimed in a very high degree the moſt ſerious parlia- 
mentary conſideration, nor could he ſee the very great TT 
there would be in framing ſuch a bill. 


Went through the hill, which was reported forthwith, and 
ordered to be engroſſed. 


The houſe went into a committee on the report from the com- 
mittee on the petition of John Staples and James Caulſield, Eſqrs. 
proprietors of the Drumglaſs collieries in the county of Tyrone, 
praying parliamentary aid, Mr. Holmes in the chair. 


The CranceitorR Or THE ExCHEQUER ſaid he roſe to op- 
poſe the reſolutions contained in the report now before the com- 
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mittee. He profeſſed that he had the higheſt reſpect for the 
gentlemen who were the object of the report, but he could not, 
conſiſtent with his duty, agree to it; and he ſhould think him- 
ſelf highly blameable if he paſſed them over without mak ing 
ſome obſervations. This application was for a ſum of money to 
be granted out of the navigation funds (funds already mortgaged, 
and which owe at preſent the ſum of 60001.) for a ſum of money, 
in order to complete a waggon road leading from the colliery to 
the head of the Newry navigation.—He ſaid there were applica- 
tions already made for near x50,c00l. and he thought it but fair 
that a day ſhould be appointed, and let all the claimants come 
fairly before the houſe, and ſtate the merits of their reſpeRire 
claims; for if that mode was not adopted, one party would be 
gratified, whilſt another party would be diſpleaſed. He faid 
that the houſe ought to reſiſt any individual application; for if it 
did not, it would be reverting to the former ſcandalous practice, 
and opening the ſcrambling committee. The exerciſe of parlia- 
mentary favour ſhould be without partiality ; and arguing, as he 
did, from general principles, he thought he was only diſcharging his 
duty to the beſt of his power in reſiſting the preſent application; 
and being no ways actuated by perſonal motives, he ſhould give 
his decided negative to the report being agreed to. 


Mr. Kearney ſaid he thought that every man in the houſe 
yas called on to join the right honourable gentleman who bad 
ſpoke laſt, in reſiſting the preſent application. | ' 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER moved the following 
amendment to the firſt reſolution: Provided ſo much remains 
after other applications are ſatisfied, or ſo ſoon as proviſion is made 
by law for that purpoſe.” 


On the queſtion being put that the amendment do ſtand part 
of the reſolution, a diviſion took place, 


For the amendment, 36 
Againſt it, — 81 


The Cnaxcetrr OR oF THE ExcHEQUER ſaid he thought that, 
for the dignity of parliament, all the parties who claimed parlia- 
mentary aid ſhould come before the houſe, and not by reſolutions, 
to give a preference to particular applications.—PThis, he ſaid, 
ſtrongly militated agaiaft the ſtanding reſolutions of the houſe. * 


Mr. Cuazan ſaid he conſidered the reſolutions contained in 
che report as a breach of parliamentary faith with the public. 


Mr. CnARLTSs O'Nxrrr ſaid the reſolutions were in the very 
teeth of an act of parliament. Applications, like the preſent, 
were of a very ſerious nature, and ought to be very maturely 
conſidered. © ibs 
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On the queſtion being put for agreeing to the reſolution, ano- 
ther diviſion took place. | | | 


For agreeing to the reſolution, DS. 
Againſt agrecing to it, —— 44 


Sir HENRY CavexDisn, in order to get rid of the whole bu- 
fineſs, moved, that the chairman do now leave the chair. On 
this motion the committee divided, when the numbers were, 


For the chairman leaving the chair 286 
Againſt it — — 78 


The committee went through the report, and on the houſe be- 
ing reſumed, 


Mr. Hol urs ſaid he was ready to report from the committee 


of the whole houſe, whenever the houſe would be pleaſed to re- 
ceive the ſame. 


It was ordered, that the ſaid report he received to-mor- 
row. 


The ChANCELLOR oF THE ExcnrqQuer moved, that this 
houſe do on to-morrow reſolve itſelf into a committce of the 
whole houſe, to conſider of ſuch applications as have heen made 
to this houſe for grants. The motion was agreed to.—He then 
moved that the petitions now lying on the table for parlia- 


mentary grants be referred to the ſaid committee. — Ordered 
accordingly. | 


The houſe then, according to order, reſolved itſelf into a 
committee of the whole houſe, to take into conſideration the bill 


for limiting the amount of peuſions, Mr. Gorges Lowther in 
the chair. 


Mr. Foxszes moved that the penſions to be granted on this 
citabliſhment be limited to the fum of So, cool. | 


The ATTornty GENERAL ſaid it was not his intention to 
trouble the committee with many words on the bill ; he had al- 
ready declared, that he thought it a moſt pernicious meaſure, 
fraught with innumerable ills, and calculated to produce the very 
miſchiefs it was intended to prevent 3 he would now, as briefly as 
poſſible, ſtate the reaſons on which he grounded theſe opinions, 
and having fo diſcharged his duty, he. would leave the bill to gen- 
tlemen to manage as they thought fir. 

The bill before the committee, he ſaid, went to eſtabliſh by 
law, firſt, a penſion liſt, at the diſcretion of the miniſter, amount. 
ing to 80, oool. per annum; ſecondly, to leave a diſeretion with 
the two houſes to addreſs for whatever they might think proper 
as a further charge; and, thirdly, to legalize the application 
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of the ſurplus of the hereditary duties to the purpoſes of 


enfions : 
The firſt ſum legalized was — J. 80, ooo 
The ſccond was unlimited, but 
The third, the ſurplus of the hereditary duties, 
would be — — — 180,000 


Cm 


Making with the firſt — — C. 260,000 
Intended to cure the preſent inconvenience of a penſion liſt, 
amounting in the whole, including penſions to the royal family, 
penſions in conſequence of the addreſſes of the two houſes, in a 
word, every ſpecies of penſion, to one hundred and three thou- 
{and pounds a year. 

Now, ſaid he, if ever there was an engine of irreſiſtible power 
put into the hands of the crown, ſurely it is a bill which legalizes 
penſions to the amount of 260,000]. per annum beyond the power 
or controul of the commons; yet this is done in the rage of re- 
trenchment, and to check the profuſion of a lord lieutenant, who 
has not placed a ſingle penſion on your eſtabliſhment, 

But if any thing further is wanting to render the power of the 
erown irreſiſtible, it may be found in the remedy which the bill 
propoſes to prevent members of parliament from holding conceal- 
ed penſions. The bill lays a penalty of twenty pounds a day for 
every day that any member ſhall preſume to ſit or vote in parlia- 
ment holding a concealed penſion, and this penalty may be reco- 
vered by any common informer, - againſt whoſe ſuit no privilege of 
parliament is to be allowed or admitted. What an opportunity 
for a tyrannical government to harraſs members of parliament! 
What an inſtrument is this put into the hands of the crown, to 
perſecute and ruin anz man that may make himſelf obnoxious to 
a bad miniſter! What a ſyſtem of information, treachery, and 
oppreſſion, is here introduced by the men of the people! 
Whenever it ſuits their purpoſcs, gentlemen are very fond of 
laying before us the example of England, and propoſing, upon 
ſuch occaſions, a ſervile imitation of her meaſures. In laws of 
imperial policy, we are to differ from her, right or wrong, in 
order to ſhew our independence; but in matters of domeſtic in- 
ternal regulation, we are to copy her with the moſt ſcrupulous 
exactneſs— that is, where ſimilarity is both wiſe apd neceſſary, 
we are to differ, but where it is of no importance, there we are 
to be exact in our copy. | 

Now, let us ſee how peniions are chargeable in England. In 
the firſt place, the penſions on the civil eſtabliſnment are 9o, oool. 
— there ate beſides penſions chargeable on the revenue from Gib- 
raltar, on the poſt- office, on the coal duties, on the revenue from 
the ſugar iſlands, and on the king's privy purſe, which laſt is 
60,000l. per annum; belides this, the parliamentary penſions are 
"chargeable on the revenues at large: the whole amount to a very 
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conſiderable ſum indeed, and if gentlemen think they have in 
their bill imitated England, I will allow that they have done fo 
ja the magnitude of the ſum that they have made applicable 
to penſions, (260, oool. a year) but not in her prudence. or 
economy. | | | 

And here give me leave to mention one ſtriking inſtance of the 
folly of ſervilely copying England: There is in this bill a clauſe 
copied literally from Mr, Burke's Engliſh bill, and which relates 
merely to the £ing's privy purſe ; which being in England a very 
conſiderable ſum, 60,000!. it was thought proper to guard left it 
ſhould be beſtowed on members of parliament, but there being 
no ſuch thing here, the clauſe is totally unneceſſary ; and being 
inſerted in this bill, only ſerves to ſhew the thoughtleſs folly of 
ſervitely imitating England. | | 

Sir, I do deliver it as my decided opinion, that if we paſs this 
bill, we put into the hands of the crown an irreſiſtible engine of 
power which we may repent when it is too late. I always wiſh 
to ſee government ſtrong enough to carry on the buſineſs of the 
nation with eaſe and facility, but I hope I ſhall never ſee this 
country enſlaved by the miniſters of the crown; and I fay that 
if this bill paſſes into a law, it is not a few members of parliament 
that may be ſuppoſed to feel its influence, but every county, city, 
and borough in the kingdom; and I tell the reſpectable gentle- 
men that now ſit on thoſe benches, and that repreſent the inde- 
pendent counties, cities and boroughs of this kingdom, with fo 
much honour to themſelves and advantage to the people, that if 
this bill paſſes into a law, they will no longer be under the neceſ- 
ity of ſoliciting votes from the freemen and frecholders; they 
muſt then ſupplicate at the Caſtle of Dublin, where the influence 
of the whole kingdom will be concentrated. 

But gentlemen, not ſatisfied with leaving in the hands of the 
crown a power of granting penſions to the amount of 260,0091. 
a year, have reſerved to themſelves a liberty of applying by par- 
liamentary addreſs for granting further penſions without numbers 
Now, I own I am not very willing to truſt to the direction of 
parliament in this buſineſs. T ſhall mention one inſtance among 
many, where the conduct of former parliaments has not been per- 
fectly conformable to the ſtricteſt rules of -propriety. The late 
Provoſt of Trinity College had by will bequeathed his property 
to the fellows of that college; a bill was brought into this houſe 
to ſet aſide that will, aud to ſtrip the fellows of their property 
there were but five men to oppoſe that bill, at the head of whom 
was the late vice · provoſt, conſequently it paſſed through this 
houſe, but it was thrown out by the houſe of lords; a petition 
was then preſented to this houſe, which immediately reſolved to 
addreſs the crown to grant a penſion as a compenſation to the 
petitioner, for no other reaſon under heaven, but becauſe he had 
not been able to deprive the Fellows of Friaity College of their 
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property; eight hundred pounds a year were accordingly granted, 
which are paid to this hour on the addreſs of one houſe only. This 
is an inſtance of the prudence and economy of granting penſions 
by parliamentary addreſs, but ſuch an inſtance as I truſt no go- 
vernment will imitate. | 

Sir, I am by no means an advocate for the penfion liſt ; I 
ſhould be very mueh aſhamed to ſee my name upon it; but as the 
penſion hit is at preſent ſituate, parliament has it always in its 
power to ſcrutinize and to refuſe providing for any penſion they 
may diſapprove. The caſe will be different when you legalize 
penſions, you then give up that power, and God knows how far 
you may be induced to extend your grant. | 

I have in as few words as poſſible endeavoured to diſcharge my 
duty, though hopeleſs of ſucceſs; I have endeavoured to ſhew 
the poiſonous and pernicious conſequences of the bill; that it 
puts into the hands of the crown an irreſiſtible engine of power 
that it goes to the utmolt profuſion ; and by legalizing penſions, 
takes away the conſtitutional controul and check which parlia- 
ment had over the waſte of public money; and in fine, that it 
muſt ultimately deſtroy the liberties of the country, by throwing 
into the hands of the miniſter a power to bias every election. I 
have now done with it, it is too bad to be amended, and I am 
ſorry to ſee ſuch a bill brought in under the ſpecious pretext of 
guarding the liberty of the people ; but be the conſequences imput- 
ed to thoſe gentlemen who contrived, I waſh my hands out of it. 


The StcrrTary or STATE expreſſed great ſatisfaction in the 
Opinion of the firſt law ſervant of the crown, that this bill would 
encreaſe the power of the crown. From principles firmly eſta- 
bliſhed in his mind, and confirmed by the habits of his life, he 
avowed his wiſh to encreaſe that power within the bounds of the 
conſtitution ; becauſe in every free country a ſtrong government 
was uſgful, and in Ireland indiſpeniable ; but the alarm attempted 

be raiſed in the minds of country gentlemen, by aſſuring them 

hat the bill extends the power of the crown in ſuch a degree as 
to endanger the freedom of election, and the purity of the two 
houſes of parliament, is totally groundleſs, and is one of the com- 
mon arts now frequently practiſed to lead gentlemen from the 
ſubject. The miſtatement has ariſen from miſapprehending the 
import of a clauſc in this þill, which reſerves to the crown the 
power of charging with penſions any ſurplus of the net heredi- 
tary revenue (not expreſsly exempted by the ſtatutes which grant 
thoſe parts of it,) that might at any time hereafter ariſe after the 
payment of the army. It appears from the report of the com- 
mittee of accounts, that the net amount of the hereditary reve- 
nue for one year ending the 25th of March laſt, was 293,2801. 
and that the total charge of the military eſtabliſhment for the ſame 
per ĩod, amounted to the ſum of 506,0471,—but from the ſum firſt 
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mentioned, muſt be deducted three articles, namely, hearth money, 
quit rents, and ale licenſes, which cannot be charged with any 
penſion, and amount to 149,243]. —there will then remain of the 
net hereditary revenue a ſum cf 153,9431. and until that ſum 
ſhall be enercaſed to fuch an extent »s ſhall be ſufficient for the 
payment of the army, an event which is impoſitble, or until that 
army ſhall be greatly reduced in its numbers, which is to the laſt 
degree improbable, no additional penſion can be charged in con- 
ſequence of this clauſe. © The payment of the army, he faid, out 
of the hereditary revenue, in the firſt place, as far as it would go, 
was perfectly juſt ; becauſe by the ſtatutes which grant the exciſe 
and cuſtoms, amounting to about the ſum of 140,000]. yearly, 
the duties are exprelsly given by the act of exciſe for the payment 
of the army and the defence of the kingdom, and by the a& of 
cuſtoms for the guarding the kingdom by ſea; and as the former 
was the only mode of defence attended to by the country, he 
thought it agreeable to the conſtitution that the amount of thoſe 
duties, which would nearly exhauſt the remainder of the net here- 
ditary revenue, ſhould be applied in the firſt place to defray the 
charges of the military eſtabliſhment. The clauſe was introduced 
merely to prove that the old principle upon which penſions were 
endeavoured to be excuſed, was now become totally inoperative; 
that in fact there was an end of it for ever; but if the ſervants of 
the crown wiſhed to retain the old principle, it was now in their 
power to do it, .by retaining this clauſe ; but as their ſtrongeſt 
objections to the bill were founded upon this part of it, the clauſe 
would be ftruck out of the bill; but he defired it ſhould be re- 
membered that the authors of this bill had never intended to in- 
vade any prerogative of the crown, of which this clauſe was a 
deciſive proof, though it proved at the ſame time that the old 
claim for the crown was now totally unproductive. He aid 
every man was agreed that the exceſs and abuſe of penſions was 
ſo enormous, that a remedy was indiſpenſable. Perſons in and 
out of office acknowledged that ſomething mult be done. It has 
been long his opinion, and his advice, that a limitation of pen- 
fions was a meaſure uſeful and honourable to the crown. He 
would conſider the advantages which his majeſty's government 
would derive from this bill. —ift. The legalizing pentions to the 
amount, as was the prevailing opinion, of 80,000l. a year; but 
according to his wiſh he would rather have it extended to 92,0001. 
but in this he would not differ from the gentlemen who prepared 
the bill, and who certainly underſtood their own ſubje& better 
than he did. The amount more than doubles the net produce of 
thoſe parts of the hereditary revenue that are unappropriated ; it 
is therefore a molt beneficial bargain for the crown, though it 
went no further; and the objection that the legalization of pen- 
hons would enable miniſters to corrupt members of parliament 
was futile ; becauſe whether penſions were limited by ſtatute or 
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net, the conſtitutional power of the crown to controul the abuſe 
of it, would {till remain.—2dly. In addition to this ſum of 
80,000. yearly, his maje{ty would be enabled by this bill to grant 
any tum whatever, without limitation or controul, to any of the 
branches of the royal family. When he conſidered the great and 
juſt confidence which this part of the bill placed in eur fovereign, 
he was alloniſhed to bear any gentleman! pretend that ſuch a libe. 
ral offering of our affection and gratitude would be an inſult to 
our ſovereign on the re- eſtahliſiment of bis health. But when 
he confidered who the objects of this clauſe were, that one of 
them was an illuſtrious prince, the heir apparent, to whom this 
kingdom was bound by every tie of gratitude and affection, and 
the others princes of the molt amiable characters, for the late 
treatment of whom he had -the ſtrongeſt feelings as a domeſtic 
man, he acknowledged that this part of the bill gave him great 
additional ſatisfaction.— 3dly. This bill gave a further power of 
granting any ſum whatever in penſions with the concurrence of 
tbe two houſes of parliament, and without any reſtraints as to the 
objects of thoſe grants. He afarmed that the crown would gain 
more real influence by the power thus legalized. of granting pen- 
fions to the yearly amount of 80,000]. than by the preſent grants, 
amounting to 103g, oool. becauſe government loſt more in confi- 
gence than it gained in ſupport ; and that when this bill had paſſed 
into a law, no gentleman who wanted a penſion would have any 
reluctance in accepting of it; and this circumſtance would natu- 
rally encreafe the mflacnce of the crown, becauſe the objects of 
its favour would be perſons of more weight, and would conſe- 
. quently give greater ſtrength and credit to government. But if he 
ſhould be aſced, what docs the country gain ?—To anſwer this 
queſtion, it would be neceſſary to take a ſhort review of the hiſtory 
of penſions in this country. King Charles the ſecond, at his rc- 
ſtoration, availed himſelf of the unſettled {late of this country, 
by making a bargain with his ſubjects diſgraceful to the monarch, 
and injurious to the liberties of the people. In exchange for 
tranquillity and ſettlement, he ſtipulated for an hereditary reve- 
rue. From this polluted fource the diſuſe of parliaments, and 
the cnercaſe of penſions originally flowed ; the latter, at firft, in 
a ſmall current. In 1669, the amount of thoſe grants was but 
3214]. and 10,0c0!. yearly having been propoſed by the king 
as the limitation of grants, his repreſentative, Lord Eſſex, ob- 
jected to the largeneſs of the amount, and expreſſed his appre- 
henſions that their enormity might be a reaſon for not granting 
a ſupply to his majeſty. He approved of a propoſal that they 
ſhould be kept in a ſcparate liſt, to the end that if there ſhoutd 
be any deficiency in the public revenue, it ſhould fall on penſions 
in the ſirſt place; and in 1678 the Duke of Ormond received 
inſtructions from the king to that purpoſe. It appeared then, 
that the limitation, and the amount of penſions was an idea en- 
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tertained on the part of the crown, and that the ſam of 10,000). 
yearly was, in the laſt century thought an exceflive charge. 
During this century, thoſe gtants had been the perpetual occa- 
ſion of conteſts. In 1703, the committee of fupply, reſolved, 
and the houſe agreed, that no leſs than ninetcen of them were 
unneceſſary branches of the eſtabliſhment ; and in 1507, ſeve- 
ral of them were voted to be itruck oif, and that no penſion ſhould 
be continued, except to a perſon reſident in this Kingdom. In 
the year 1717, the lord heutevant, in his ſpeech from the throne, 
informs both houſes of parliament, that his majeſty had thought 
lit to leſſen the civil liſt on the head of penſions, and had directed 
ſuch rules to be obſerved as may annually abate the expence upon 
them. By the influx of wealth into this kingdom, arifing from 
imports occalioned by a falſe credit which had ariſen after the 
peace in the year 1748, there was a large ſurplus in the treaſury, 
which occaſioned a conteſt in the year 1753 between the crown 
and the houſe of commons. The miniſters inſiſted that the ſur- 
plus could not be applied by parliament without the previous con- 
ſent of his majeſty, and this difference having occaſioned an ex- 
traordinary prorogation of parliament, the removal from office of 
ſome of the principal men in the country, and great additional 
expence to the public by replacing them, for the ſake of tran- 
quillity, profuſion was for a time connived at, penſions were la- 
viſhly beſtowed, and the commons were ſtill more forward than 
government in this political extravagance. But in 1757, they 
unanimouſly voted the increaſe of penſions to be a grievance, and 
che houſe with its Speaker laid that, with ſeveral other ſtrong re- 

ſolutions on the ſubject, before the lord lieutenant, whe, with 
whatever reluctance, was at length obliged to tranſmit thoſe reſo- 
lutions to be laid before his majeſty. At this period, when the 
increaſe of thoſe grants was unanimouſly impeached, they had 
amounted in the two preceding years to no greater a ſum than 
89,4811. © In the following ſeſſion of 1759, they had increaſed 
to 106, 28 5l. in the two years, and yet on a motion that the re- 
ſolutions of the preceding ſeſſion had the defired effect, with a 
view to give a negative to it, but twenty-five members could be 
found for putting that queſtion. In the beginning of a new reign 
in 1761, the houſe was contented with an implied diſapprobat ion 
by reſolving, that thoſe grants exceeded the whole charge of the 
reſt of the civil eſtabliſhment. In the following ſeflion of 1763 
the national diſcontent on this ſubje& became ſo general, that the 
lord lieutenant found it neceſſary to defire the attendance of the 
principal members of both houſes at the Caſtle, and there to make 
a ſolemn declaration, to a very numerous allembly of lords and 
commoners, in his majeſty's name, that pentions for years or 
lives ſhould not in future be granted unleſs on the moſt extraordi- 
nary occaſions. Since that period various modes of redreſs have 
heen attempted by motions for addreſſes to the crown and for 
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rettenchments. For ſome years paſt the preſent meaſure had been 
introduced, but clogged with extraneous matter which would be 
now omitted. From this ſhort hiſtory it appeared that the in- 
creaſe of penſions has been condemned by government, and re- 
probated by the houſe of commons; has been the conſtant ſource 
of national coutention, in which it has appeared, that neither 
lord heutcnants, nor even the houſe of commons, are to be always 
truſted with this power. What follows then? © Regulate it by 
law. And will any man who hears this detail of facts, doubt 
that ſuch a law will be a great national acquiſition? When the 
country gentleman is aſked by his conſtituents what has the coun- 
try gained by this law, he will anſwer, 5 Penſions had ariſen from 
hitle more than 3oool. yearly, to ihe enormous amount of 
103,000], vearly. They are now limited to So, oool. with ex- 
ceptions, of which every honeſt man will approve. We have 
Ropped the proud waves of prerogative, and ſaid, hitherto ſhalt 
thou go and no farther; we have prevented the diſeredit of the 
ration by having a charge on the people originate by a king's 
letter, ſigned by three lords of the Engliſh treaſury, perſons un- 
known to the conſtitution of Ireland. We have for ever pre- 
vented the return of that diſgraceful day, when the ſervants of 
the crown ſat in fad dejection, with their eyes fixed on the gronnd, 
without a word to ſay in favour of adminiſtration, except this 
wretched apology—it was not done by this lord heuteuant, you 
cannot ſay that we did it. And finally, we have paid a juſt tri- 
bute of regard and alicciion to your beloved princes of the illuſ- 
trious Houſe of Brunſwick.” : 

He faid that having ſnewn that this bill was equally honourable 
and uſeful to the crown and the people, he begged leave to follow 
the example of other gentlemen, by digreſſing from the ſubject, 
and adverting to a paper which had been very improperly intro- 
duced into their debates, and very unjuſtly made the topic of the 
moſt ſevere animadverſion. He had never ſeen the paper itſelf, 
but he bad heard a copy of it read. He would inform the com- 
mittee what the objects of it were, and what they were not. The 
objects were to ſupport the only proper and conſtitutional mode 
of appointing a regent for this kingdom, and ſuch other mea- 
fures as ſhould be the neceſſary contequence of that proceeding z 
to reſiſt an attack intended to be made by adminiſtration againft 
the vitals of our conſtitution, by letting in the third eftate of 
another kingdom to legiſlate for Ireland; to reſiſt thoſe dangerous. 
principles advanced by the advocates of that meaſure, aud which 
were neceſſary to be maintained for its defence, namely, that tlie 
royal aſſent to Iriſh acts of parliament was given under the autho- 
rity of the monarch of England, and not under the authority of 
the monarch of Ireland, and that the ſtatute regent of England 
could reſcind the appointment of a lord lieutenant of Ireland by 
the ſtatute regent of this kingdom. The firſt extinguiſhed the 
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monarchy of Ireland, and the ſecond enabled the regent of 
England to repel the force of the Iriſh ſtatute. To reſiſt thoſe 
fatal innovations, to preſerve the deareſt rights of our ſove- 
reign by defending his great conſtitutional power of aſſenting 
to bills, to prevent the extinction of the crown, and to preſerve 
the independence of the legiflature of Ireland, ſeveral lords and 
gentlemen of the firit rank and conſequence united to ſupport the 
former, and to reſiſt the latter meaſures, and to ſupport ſuch 
' honourable men as concurred with them in this conduct, and in 
the defence of the conſtitution, Having mentioned what the 
objects of this paper were, he would {tate what they were not. 
They were not to oppoſe any government, or any chief gover- 
nor; they were not to preſcribe to his majeſty what chief gover- 
nor he ſhould continue, or whom he ſhould appoint or not appoint 
to that high office. There was no ſuch preſumption in the minds 
of thoſe gentlemen. Their union was defenfive—to defend the 
conſtitution. He would further declare, that it was no object of 
this union to obtain office, honour, or power, for any man. If 
ever there was an honourable, and conſtitutional engagement, 
this is one; if ever there was a great national party, without an 
atom of faction in it, this is one; and yet how unworthily has 
it been treated? One gentleman has called it a conſpiracy againſt 
the ſtate; another, the revival of the old ariſtocracy of Ireland ; 
a third has called it a diſgrace to the kingdom, an illegal combi- 
nation, and has politely put us in mind of the journeymen pin- 
makers, who were found guilty on a charge of that nature, and 
whipned at a cart's tail. Thoſe ſhameful aſperſions were induſ- 
triouſly circulated in the public prints of both kingdoms. It was 
not his cuſtom to uſe harſh language. He would content himſelf 
with ſaying, that it was a natural progreſs for thoſe men who 
ſtrove to degrade the conſtitution of their country to proceed to 
debaſe and vilify the firſt men in it ; men who would be the pride 
and ornament of any kingdom in Europe. In talking of the 
royal aſſent, he affirmed, that it was the undoubted right of the 
king of Ireland to give it by himſelf or his commiſſioners in full 
parliament; that it was alſo the unqueſtionable right of the 
ſabject to have the royal aſſent given in this manner; that there wis 
not the ſhadow of law to the contrary. He gave it as his opi- 
nion, that it was alſo the right of the ſubject to have the royal 
diſſent given in parliament. He thought that nothing but a poſi- 
tive expreſs ſtatute could deprive the ſubject of this right, and he 
knew of no ſuch ſtatute. There was nothing to that purpoſe in 

Chief Baron Yelverton's act, a law which did great honour to its 
author, In reſpect to paſſing of bills it had three obje&s ;— 
1ſt, Their paſſing both houſes before they were tranſmitted ;— 
2dly. To compel the lord lieutenaut and privy council to tranſmit 
them ;—3dly. To prevent the alteration of them any where after 
they had left the two houſes. Theſe three objects have been ob- 
tained for the country by a ſhort, .clear, and decifive act; and to 
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the man who had obtained thoſe great conſtitutional i mprovements 
he thought the kingdom highly indebted. But the royal aſſent 
or diſſent was in no reſpect the object of this act. 


Sir Francis Hurchixso obſerved, that the treaſury bench 
had ſtrongly objected to the clauſe, permitting his majeſty to 
charge with penſions the nett produce of the hereditary revenue, 
after deducting the expence of the army, and the frieuds of the 
bill did not ſeem diſpoſed to inſiſt on it; and he would therefore 
move, that it ſhould be left out of the bill. 


The motion was agreed to, and the clauſe was accordingly left 
out, : 


Mr. Busux ſaid he was of opinion that the bill ought not to 
be clogged with that clauſe, as it might in ſome degree endanger 
its paſſing in another place ; and he thought it much better, that 
a ſeparate bill ſhould be brought up, in order to anſwer the pur- 
poſes of the preſent clauſe. 


Mr, Forts agrecd that the clauſe ſhould be expunged ; but 
he gare notice, that he ſhould at ſome convenient day, move for 
leave to bring in a place-bill. The clauſe was therefore expunged. 

He entreated that there would be a full attendance of members 
through every [tage of the bill, till it went to the lords. 


Mr. LowTHtr ſaid he was ready to report the bill whenever 
the houſe would be pleaſcd to receive the ſame. 


py 
— — 2 hl — 


Werxkspar, Marcn 11, 1789. 


Mr. Forsts ſaid that there had been ſuggeſtions made to him 
of ſome neceſſary amendments in the penſion- bill, which paſſed 
the ſecond reading laſt night, and was ordered to be received this 
day; but as he had not yet been able to form the neceſſary clauſes 
upon thoſe amendments, he would move that the order for this 
day on that bill be diſcharged, and that a new order be entered 
for receiving the report in a committee of the whole houſe to- 
morrow. | 


A petition of the underſigning ſubſcribers for improving the 
Barrow navigation between Athy bridge in the county of Kildare, 
and the Tidewater at St. Mullins, in the county of Carlow, with 
2 plan and eſtimate annexed, was preſented to the houſe and read; 
ſetting forth, that the petitioners have lately cauſed a plan to be 
made for the improving of the navigation of the, river Barrow 
from Athy, in the county of Kildare, to the 'Tidewater at St. 
Mullins, in the county of Carlow, and alſo an eſtimate of the 


expence of ſaid propoſed work, to which plan and eſtimate they 
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refer; that the petitioners are willing to undertake the execution 
of ſaid work in the term of ten years, to be computed from the 
firſt day of July, 1789, on receiving from parliament an aid or 
bounty equivalent to 30, ol. or 2000. per annum, for the 
term of ſeventeen years; thut in caſe the petitioners ſhall be en- 
couraged to undertake ſaid work, they propoſe to provide by 
ſubſcription (the particulars of which are annexed thereto) a fur- 

ther ſum of 30,000). in addition to ſuch parliamentary aid, ſub- 
jeect to the proviſions contained in the 6th reſolution of the houſe 
of the 25th day of March, 1788; that the ſaid petitioners do 
not require to receive any part of the ſaid aid, except as they 
ſhall prove before the commiſſioners of impreſt accounts, from 
time to time, the expenditure of their own money, and then they 
humbly hope to receive a ſum equal to one-half of what they ſhall 
have ſo proved to be expended, ſo as in the end to receive half of 
the whole expenditure ; that the petitioners, in conſideration of 
the ſaid aid, do propoſe not to exceed three halfpence per ton 
per mile for coals, culm, flags, ſtones, bricks, ſand, and ſuch 
like articles, two-pence per ton per mile, toll for all other goods, 
and three halfpence per mile for each paſſenger; and therefore 
praying the grant aforeſaid. - 


A petition of the company of undertakers of the Grand 
Canal, under their common ſeal, with a plan and eſtimate annex- 
ed, was preſented to the houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the 
petitioners have lately cauſed to be made a plan of a propoſed 
extenſion of the Grand Canal, by or near the towns of Eden- 
derry, Philipſtown and Tullamore, to the river Shannon, at or 
near the town of Banagher, and have alſo cauſed an eſtimate to 
be made of the expence of the ſaid propoſed work, to which plan 
and eftimate to their petition annexed they refer ; that the peti- 
tioners are willing to undertake the execution of the ſaid work in 
a term of ſeven years, to be computed from the firſt day of. June, 
1789, on receiving from parliament an aid or bounty equivalent 
to 90,0001. ; that in caſe the petitioners ſhall undertake ſaid 
propoſed work, they propoſe from time to time to ſupply one- 
half of the ſum neceſſary to be provided, in addition to ſuch par- 
liamentary aid, by ſale of ſhares in their capital ſtock purſuant to 
the powers veſted in them by the a& of parliament incorporatin 
the company, and to ſupply and provide the other half of ſuch 
ſum as may be neceſſary for that purpoſe, by borrowing the ſame 
upon the credit of their works and their eſtate therein, purſuant 
to the ſaid act; that the petitioners, in order to compenſate them- 
{elves for the expence, riſk and trouble of the ſaid undertaking, 
do propoſe to take tolls on ſuch extenſion not exceeding two- 
pence a paſſenger per mile for paſſengers; and therefore praying 
the aforeſaid aid, | | 


X 2 


308 PARLIAMENTARY [Mazcn 11, 


A petition of the company of undertakers of the Grand Canal 
under their common ſeal, with plans and eſtimates annexed, was 
preſented to the houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the petitioners 
feeling the manifold advantages which would reſult to the nation 
at large, and the city of Dublin in particular, from an extenſion 
of the preſent canal to the river Liffey, whereby the canal boats 
might load and unload all exported and imported articles of com- 
merce immediately into and from the ſhips, ſaving the heavy expence 
of land carriage to and from the canal to the wharfs and ſhipping, 
and thereby extending the internal and external trade of the king- 
dom; and the petitioners thinking it their duty to examine the 
different paſſages by which ſaid communication may be moſt com- 
modiouſly and advantageouſly made, the petitioners did therefore 
cauſe Mr. Brownrigg to level the ground acroſs James's-ſtrect, 
and in a line northward to the Lifty, and to form a plan and 
eſtimate thereof, which plan and eſtimate are thereunto ſubjoin- 
ed; that the petitioners did alſo cauſe Mr. Brownrigg to level a 
line nearly parallel to the circular road, entering the Liffey near 
the marine ſchool, which plan and eſtimate are alfo ſubjoined; 
and that nothing might remain undone on their parts, petitioners 
did employ Mr. Jeſſop, from England, an engineer of great emi- 
nence, to level a line alſo nearly parallel to the circular road, and 
make a plan and eſtimate thereof, which plan and eſtimate are 
alſo ſubjoined 3 that the petitioners being unable, without the 
aſhſtance of parliament, to carry any of thoſe great and uſeful 
works into execution, beg leave to lay before the houſe their pro- 
poſals for executing the ſame; Mr. Jeſfop's eſtimate for carrying 
the canal to the Liffey by the circular road, amounts to the ſum 
of 27,259l. which the peritioners conceive to be under-rated, 
eſpecially in the valuation of land, the price of which they fear 
may be hereafter enhauced when it comes to be valued by juries, 
and many articles of neceſſary expenditure not being provided for 
in ſaid efl:mate z but the petitioners conceive that the ſaid canal 
might be {iniſhed for the ſum of 30, cool. and they are ready to 
undertake to complete the fame within three years on condition of 
receiying a bounty of 10,000]. under ſuch regulations in the man- 
ner of payment as parliament ſhall point out; the eſtimate for 
ear: ing the canal to the Liffey acrots ſames's- ſtreet, amounts to 
the tum of 20, 480l. 158. 5 fd. and if the houſe fhall think fit to 
adopt-that line the petitioners will undertake to complete the ſame 
in three years, on condition of receiving a bounty of 68261. 188. 
Id.; in caſe either of the petitioners propoſals ſhall be accepted, 
they mean to raiſe the ſum neceſſary for the execution of the 
work they undertake by loan and ſubſcription in equal parts, and 
to receive a toll of 2d. a ton per lock on goods, and 2d. a paſſen- 
ger per lock on paſſengers; but if it ſhall appear more eligible to 
the houſe, the petitioners are, ready to undertake the comple- 
tiou of either of theſe works, within the time aforeſaid, on condi- 
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tion of parliament's advancing the ſaid ſums of 30, oool. or 
20,48cl. 15s. 5d. to the petitioners, for which the petitioners 
will pay to parliament an intereſt of 3l. per cent. per annum, to 
commence after the period of three years, to be ſecured by a 
mortgage of the tolls arifing from that particular work; that in 
making the ſaid ſurvey to the Liſſey, Mr. Jeſſop pointed out to 
the petitioners that the termination of the propoſed canal by the 
circular road, was at a place peculiarly convenient for making 
floating and graving docks for the ſafe lying and repairs of ſhip- 
ping ; that the city of Dublin pays for freight of merchandize 
200,000l. a year, molt part of which is paid to foreign veſſels for 
want of thoſe accommodations here which ſhipping have in the 
ports of Liverpool and Hull; that the rapid enereaſe of trade in 
thoſe ports is in a great meaſure imputed to the accommodations 
afforded to ſhipping by their floating and graving docks, and that 
whilſt the trade of Liverpool had rapidly advanced that of Briſtol 
had ſenſibly declined, the merchants of Briſtol being obliged for 
want of floating docks, to lay up their ſhips in the docks of Li- 
rerpool; and the faid Mr. Jefſop furniſhed the petitioners with a 
plan, ſęction and eſtimate of making floating docks at the ter- 
mination of the propoſed canal, near the Marine-ſchool, to be 
ſupplied with water from the canal, containing fifteen and an half 
acres of water fixteen feet decp, and capable of holding with 
convenience three hundred ſail of ſea veſſels, which plan, ſection 
and eftimate the petitioners beg leave to lay before the houſe 3 but 
the petitioners humbly beg leave to ſuggeſt that the making of the 
laid floating and graving docks appear to the petitioners to belong 
more immediately to government than to them, and being diſtin& 
from the original object of the petitioners incorporation, they do 
not preſume to make any propoſal on that ſubject ; and therefore 
praying ſuch of the aids before-mentioned as to the houſe ſhall 
ſeem meet. 


Sir Joun BLaquirere ſtated the great benefits that would 
accrue to the city of Dublin in particular, and to the kingdom in 
general. He ſtated that a wet dock ſimilar to that propoſed had 
been recently finiſhed at Liverpool, by which means the trade of 
that town had been very confiderably improved, and the reſort of 
ſhipping to that port very materially increafed ; but that the trade 

of the city of Briſtol, for the want of ſuch a wet dock, had of 

late years been very conſiderably -diminiſhed ; he thought there- 
fore the adoption of the meaſure here bid fair for bringing the 
commerce of this port, both of export and import, entirely into 
the medium of our own ſhipping. 3 5 3 

A petition of Edward Corry, on behalf of himſelf and the 


_ inhabitants of Newry, was offered to be preſented to the 
houſe, Ps Ee e | 
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The CHanceLLoR or THE ExcHEqQutr ſaid he was dif. 
treſſed how to act; whether in compliance with a ſtanding order 
of the houſe, or the oppoſite reſolution of a conſiderable majority 
of the houſe. He ſaid the ſtatute law of the land, by au act 
of the year 1730, militated againſt the meaſure; the petition 
could not be received, no notice having been given of its intro- 
duQtion ; and it was his duty to warn gentlemen of the impro. 
priety of granting away the public money in the very teeth of 
{landing orders of the houſe, 


The queſtion was called for, 


The Speaxer ſaid, as he was in the direction of the houſe, he 
would certainly proceed te put any queſtion they deſired ; but it 
appeared to him the petition was not conformable to the orders of 
the houſe, alluded to by the Chancellor of rhe Exchequer, and 
he deſired the Clerk to read the order, 


The order was read accordingly. 


Mr. Corey ſaid, with great deference, he thought the order 
did not militate againſt the buſineſs of the petition, as not con- 
taining any ſpecific prohibition againſt granting ſums for the re- 
pairs of canals, being entirely confined to propoſitions for new 
undertakings ; and he read the reſolution from the ſtatute book, 
comparatively with the principle of the petition, in ſupport of 
his argument. He ſaid his principal motive for introducing the 
petition was, that as meaſures were tc be voted dawn, and as the 
houſe ſeemed in a diſpoſition to grant money for the henefit of 
public undertakings, he thought it but fair to place that for which 
he became an advocate in a fair way of participating the bounty 

of parliament. 1 8 5 


The petition was preſented to the houſe and read; ſetting 
forth, that the town of Newry being ſituated near the ſea- coaſt, 
enjoys an extenſive foreign commerce both of import and export, 
and alſo a conſiderable inland trade, by means of a navigable canal 
from Lough Neagh to the ſea ; that the extenfiye and populous 
countries adjacent to the ſaid canal and Lough Neagh, with which 
it communicates as aforeſaid, have by means thereof received 
important and laſting benefits, inaſmuch as thereby every article 
of life, tillage, manufacture and trade, has been conveyed thitherto 
and exported from thence to foreign markets, in greater quanti- 
ties and at reduced prices; that the corporation for carrying on 
the inland navigations of this kingdom having been diſſolved, the 
funds thereof, from which the ſaid Newry canal received occaſional 
aids, are now appropriated to other works; that from the decay 
natural to all ſuch works, the ſaid canal now requires conſiderable 
repairs, alterations and improvements; that the aforeſaid neceſ- 
ſary repairs, alterations and improvements of the ſaid canal will 
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(as the petitioners are informed by workmen of ability who have 
conſidered the ſame) coſt not leſs than 12,0001. a ſum to which 
the particular funds of the ſuid canal are totally inadequate ; that 
ſuch repairs, alterations and improve ents of the ſaid canal, muſt 
not only eſſentially ſerve the ſaid countries adjacent to the ſaid 
canal and to Lough Neagh, but be of general advantage to the 
whole kingdom, inaſmuch as thereby the navigation of the ſaid 
canal d of Lough Neagh, and conſequen dy the communication 
between the ſaid countries and the ſea will be rendered more cheap, 
eaſy, ſafe and expeditious, and the linen trade, that great ſource 
of wealth to this Kingdom, will thereby be much increaſed and 
extended; and therefore praying aid. 


The order of the day was then read for receiving the report 
from the committee appointed to confider o” the petition from the 
proprietors of the Drumglaſs colliery, praying a grant of 2oocl. 
for making a road or track-way from thence to the canal. 


The CHancELLoR OF THE Excnrquer oppoſed this very 
ſtrenuouſly, on the ground that the fund from which it was pro- 
poſed to apply this ſum was already appropriated to the buſineſs 
of inland navigation only, and that therefore it could not be grant- 
ed for any other purpoſe, without acting in direct oppoſition to a 
ſtatute of parliament, by a breach of the faith, and degradation 
of the dignity of the houſe, a 

He then moved as an amendment of the reſolution for granting 
the ſaid ſum, the words, as ſoon as the law ſhall be paſſed to 
effet the ſame.” : 


Mr. Galrrirz faid he roſe to ſtate, that the proprietors of the 
Drumglaſs colliery had gone to very conſiderable expence in bring- 
ing their works to perfection: they brought over perſons of ex- 
perience from England to manage the works; they had erected 
ſteam engines and other machines, and the works had attained 
great perfection, but all this expence muſt be thrown away, and 
an excellent colliery loſt, if parliament refuſed to render their ope- 
_ rations effectual in the mode now propoſed. 


Sir Henny Cavennisn oppoſed the motion, as militating 
againſt the ſtanding order of the houſe, and the pledged faith of 


parliament, 


Mr. BER Es TOR ſaid, that for the twenty-eight years he had 
been in parhament, he had known conſiderable ſums to be grant- 
ed each ſeſſion, for carrying on a navigable canal to this very 
 Diumglaſs colliery. He quoted the reſolutions from the journals 
on the head of navigations, that the houſe ſhould inveſtigate the 
beſt methods of carrying them into effect. The nation had gone 
to a very conſiderable expence hitherto carrying on this naviga- 
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tion, and now that it was brought within two miles of the Drum- 
glaſs colliery, application was made for an aid of 2000l. to make 
a road for thoſe two miles, which appeared to be the belt mode, 
as from the ſituation of the colliery, on a very different level, it 
muſt colt an enormous ſum in locks to continue the cut, parlia- 
ment is to {top thort, and for the ſake of ſaving 2000l. fruſtrate 
the object of ſo many years labour and expence. He therefore 
thought the idea © t=:rcaſonable, that he ſhould give his vote for 
the relolution. ? 


The queſtion, as amended, was then put, and carried, 


The Cuaxcrrrox OF THE ExCHEQUER declared that as par- 
liament were determined to grant away the public money in aid 
of public undertakings, he was for having all on a footing of 
equality in point of conſideration as to their utility, and he would 
therefore move to-morrow for leave to bring in a petition from the 
undertakers of the Ballaſt ofſice wall for an aid of 20, oool. 


6% See LITE Zoo he AE 


THrursDar, March 12, 1789. 


Mr. Foxzts brought up the report from the committee of the 
whole houſe, to whom it was referred to take into conſideration a 
bill to diſable any perſon from being choſen a member of, or ſit- 

ting or voting in the houſe of commons, who has any penſion 
during pleaſure or for any number of years. On the report being 
read, he propoſed an amendment, “ for not extending the bill to 


fuch penfrons as might be granted on addreſſes of both houſes.” 


Sir Francis HuTcaixson obſerved, that the Engliſh penſion 
bill did nor except ſuch penſions from being included in the gene- 
ral amount to which penſions were limited; and that it would be 
ſafer to have ſuch extraordinary penfions as parliament might 
approve of, granted by a particular bill, which from the forms 
required by parliamentary uſage could not be paſſed without a 
greater degree of dcliberation than addrefles required. 


The amendment was withdrawn. 


Mr. FoxsEs ſaid that doubts had ariſen with ſome gentlemen 
who had ſeats in that houſe, and who held penſions in truſt for 
other perſons, that they might be affected by the preſent bill. 
He bad, therefore, in order to obviate thoſe doubts, prepared a 
clauſe, to prevent their being affected by the bill. —He moved 
another clauſe, that no penfion ſhould be granted on this eſtabliſn- 
ment under the head of incidents, which was alſo agreed to. 


Mr. Kearney faid that fince the preſent bill was lately de- 
bated, be had confidered the ſubject more minutely ; and he was 
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inelined to believe that this bill would be rather beneficial; for it 
was uſual when it was known that a gentleman had got a penſion, 
his creditors inſtantly became clamorous ; and it would be attend- 
ed with another good effect, that it would prevent applications 
being made to great men for obtaining penſions for their depen- 
dants ; for if a penſion was procured for any particular favourite, 
the reſt would be difpleaſed. He hoped that the utmoſt unani- 
mity would prevail in ſending the bill to the other houſe. 


Mr. FoxBes, after paying a grateful tribute to the memory of 
the late Chief Baron Burgh, whole exalted virtues and ſplendid 
abilities, he ſaid, were an ornament to this country, moved, That 
nothing in this bill ſhould tend to preclude the ſon of the late 
Chief Baron Burgh from having a ſeat or vote in this houſe.” 


Sir FxAxcis Hurchixsox objected to the exception, as a 
thing very unuſual in a general law, and as likely to induce other 
penſioners to apply for ſimilar exemptions, 


Mr. Cuxzan ſaid, however highly he revered the memory of 
that great man, whoſe virtues he reſpected, whoſe abilities he 
admired, and whoſe loſs he deplored, he could not concur in the 
idea of making a legiſlative exception in favour of auy particular 


perſon. 


Mr. Foxsxs ſeeing that the Gab of the houſe was againſt the 
principle of the clauſe, withdrew ut. 


Ordered that the bill with the amendments be engroſſed. 


The Cauancerior or THk ExcHtqQuer ſaid, that before 
the houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on the application of 
the tillage duties, he had a reſolution to propoſe, in order to give 
time for all perſons to come before the houſe, for the purpoſe of 
making as fair a diſtribution as poſſible; and when the houſe had 
gone into the committee, the firſt reſolution he ſhould propoſe 
would be, that no parliamentary aid ſhould be granted for the 
purpoſes of inland navigation, if the forms preſcribed by a reſo- 
lution of this houſe paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion had not been com- 
plied with, which was, that a copy of ſuch intended application 
to parliament, with an account of the eſtimate of the coſt, be 
lodged with the clerk of this houſe before the meeting of es "a 
ment ; for in his opinjoa no aid ought to be granted where the 
rule of parliament was not complied with. He then moved, that 
no petition for any part of the fund of the tillage duties be" re- 
ceived after Tueſday the 179th inſtant. 


Mr. Coxxv obſerved that there were objects full as worthy 
2 diſtributive ſhare of theſe funds, and who had not complied 
with the forms alluded to, as where they were GI wich; x 
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and he hoped that where any public undertaking was found 
worthy of parliamentary aid, it would not be excluded merely on 
account of neglecting to comply with a form. 


— — 
Fzxipay, March 13, 1789. 


A petition of the underſigned ſubſcribers for completing a 
navigable canal from the city of Dublin, in the firſt place by 
Carton to or near Kinnegad, and then to Trim, and in the next 
place from Cloncurry to or near the town of Mullingar, and then 
from 'Trim to Kells, Athboy and Caſtletown Delvin, and from 
Mullingar to Tarmonbury on the river Shannon, was preſented 
to the houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the petitioners, per- 
ceĩving the great national advantages which mult ariſe from the 
completion of thoſe extenſive lines of inland navigation, are de- 
firous of engaging to execute the ſame ; that the petitioners pro- 
pole this important undertaking ſhail be executed by the property 
of private ſubſcribers, together with ſuch aid as ſhall be granted 
by the houſe; that from the value of private property neceſſary 
to be expended in completing this great object, the vaſt public 
utility which muſt he procured thereby, in the encouragement of 
agriculture and manufactures, the extenſion of commerce, and 
the general improvement of the kingdom, the petitioners pray 
the houſe will be pleaſed to grant them ſuch aid as may appear 
adequate to the importance of the deſign, and alſo to incorporate 
the ſubſcribers, to enable them to execute this navigation, 


A petition of Richard Cuninghame, Eſq; on behalf of himſelf 
and the inhabitants of the counties of Roſcommon and Leitrim, 
and the local commiſiioners for carrying on the Shannon naviga- 
tion in ſaid counties, was preſented to the houſe and read; ſetting 
forth, that ſince the year 1773, a ſum of 21,500l. has been ex- 
pended on that line, in making a navigable canal, for purpoſes the 
moſt beneficial to the country, and that large veſſels now come 
from Killaloe to near Carrick-on-Shannon, by which a conſider- 
able trade is carried on from thence and parts adjacent with the 
faid counties of Roſcommon and Leitrim ; that the collieries and 
iron manufactory lately eſtabliſned at a very great private expence 
near Lough Allen, cannot be proſecuted with that advantage to 
the public naturally to be wiſhed for in ſuch great and national 
undertakings without water carriage ; that ſaid line is now brought 
to within near fourteen miles of ſaid works, and that moſtly a 
flat country; that unleſs ſaid uſeful, neceſſary and beneficial work 
to the public receives the ſupport of the houſe, the money already 
expended will be totally loſt to the public, and the patriotic en- 
deavours of many individuals concerned in the coal trade and iron 
buſineſs in ſaid counties will be rendered fruitleſs to the public, 
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vrhich they firſt entered upon under the reliance that ſaid uſeful 
navigation would be continued to Lough Allen ; and therefore 
praying a grant of 2000l. towards carrying on this very uſeful 
and neceſſary work. 


The houſe, according to order, reſolved itſelf into a committee 
of the whole houſe, to conſider further of the application of the 
tillage duties; and after ſome time ſpent therein the Speaker re- 
ſumed the chair, and Mr. Marcus Beresford reported from the 
committee that they had made ſome further progreſs in the matter 
to them referred, and that he was directed by the committee to 
deſire leave to ſit again. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE Excarevrn, after deſcanting on 
the impropriety and illegality of the appropriating theſe ſunds to 
any other purpoſe, other than as they are already appointed by 
act of parliament, and of the mode they were about adopting, in 
order to evade the law, which he contended was contrary to the 
ſtanding order of parliament; and after enforcing his argument, 
by various deductions from the ſtaunding orders, and the manner 
of parliamentary proceedings for ſome ſeſſions paſt, moved the 
following reſolution : 


Reſolved, © That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
funds ariſing on the tillage duties, ought, in the firſt inſtance, to 
be apphed to the carrying on the inland navigations, for which 
petitions have been, or ſhall be preſented agreeable to the rules 


and orders of parliament, and ſubject to ſuch conditions as the 
houſe ſhall think proper to make.“ 


Mr. STAPLES moved as an amendment to the reſolution, 
$ every ſuch my: as have already received the. ſanfion of the 


houſe. 27 
The queſtion being put on the amendment, a diviſion 3 
A, — 32 


The queſtion was then put on the reſolution, as amended, which 
yas agreed to without a diviſion, 
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SaturDAY, Maxcn 14, 1789. 


The following meſſage was brought from his excellency the lord 
Beutenant by the gentleman uſher of the black rod: 


« Mr. Speaker, 


& Tt is his excellency the lord lieutenant's pleaſure that this 
houſe do attend him immediately in the houſe of peers.” 


| The Speaker, with the houſe, went up to attend his excellen- 
ey, and being returned, the Speaker reported that the houſe 
had attended his excellency the lord heutenant in the houſe 
of peers, where his excellency was pleaſed to make the fol- 
towing ſpeech to both houſes of parliament : | 


« My Lords and Gentlemen, 


With the moſt heartfelt ſatisfaction I take the earlieſt oppor- 
| tunity to inform you, in obedience to the _ commands, that. 

it has pleaſed the Divine Providence to remove from him the ſevere 
ingiſpoſition with which he has been afflited ; and that by the 
bleſſing of Almighty God he is now again enabled to attend to 
the urgent concerns of his Kingdoms, and perſonally to exerciſe 
his royal authority.“ | | 


& Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 


% have ſubmitted to his majeſty's conſideration the ſupplics 
which you have already granted for the immediate exigencies of 
the public ſervice, and the performance of the national engage- 
ments; and I am commanded by his majeſty to expreſs his perfe& 
confidence in your readineſs to wake ſuch further proviſion as ſhall 

de neceffary for the uſual ſupport of his majeſty's government. 


& My Lords and Gentlemen, 


*I have it particularly in charge from his majeſty to aſſure 
| your that the proſperity of his faithful and loyal people of Ireland, 
from whom his majeſty has repeatedly received the ſtrongeſt proofs 
of affectionate attachment to his ſacred perſon, will ever be near 
to his heart; and that his majeſty is fully perſuaded that your zeal _ 
for the public welfare will enable lm to promote, by every wile 


and falutary meaſure, the intereſts of this kingdom. 


4 I cannot conclude this communication to you without ex- 
preſſing my fulleſt conviction that his majeſty's faithful parliament 
of Ireland, does not yield to any of his ſubjects in fincere and 
devout acknowledgments to Almighty God, for the reſtoration of 
bis majeſty's health, and in fervent prayers that a long continu- 
ance of that bleſſing may ſecure to his people the happineſs which 
they have conſtantly enjoyed under his majeſty's mild and auſpici- 
cus governfaent.“ 
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Lord KixcsBorRoOveH roſe to move the addreſs. He pre- 
faced his motion with obſerving, that the ſpeech from the throne, 
informing us of the happy recovery of our moſt gracious ſove- 
reign from his late ſevere indiſpoſition, muſt afford every man the 
higheſt ſatisfaCtion ; a ſovereign who is rendered peculiarly dear to 
this country, from the many benefits ſhe has obtained under his 
reign. He then moved, that an addreſs be preſented to his majeſty. 


Mr. Larovcus ſeconded the motion. He ſaid the recovery 
of our gracious ſovereign from his late moſt unfortunate malady, 
mult be a ſubject of joy and gladneſs to every man in this kingdom; 
and he was confident that the addreſs would not only meet the 
unanimous approbation of that houſe, but alſo of the nation in 
general, 


Mr. GaATTAN expreſſed the moſt heartfelt ſatis faction on the 
Joyful tidings of the happy recovery df our beloved ſovereign. 

The ſpeech from the throne, he obſerved, was ſo worded, as to 
demand unanimity; and from the manner in which the addreſs 
was moved, and from the manner in which it was ſeconded, it 
met with his moſt cordial and hearty concurrence, 


The motion was unanimouſly agreed to. 


Lord KixG6$8B0R0UGH then moved, that a committee be ap- 


pointed to prepare and draw up an addreſs, purſuant to the ſaid 
reſolution. h | 


The motion was agreed to, and a committee was appointed 
accordingly, to meet forthwith in the ſpeaker's chamber. 


Ordered, that his excellency the lord lieutenant's ſpeech be re- 
ferred to the ſaid committee. | 


Lord Kixcs80R0UGH reported from the committee appointed 


to draw up an addreſs to his majeſty, that they had drawn up the 
following addreſs: 


To the Kix d's Moſt: Excellent W 


The humble Appress of the Kxvichrs, CirizkExs, and Bus- 
GESSES, in Parliament aſſembled. 


&« Maꝗſt gracious Sovereign, 


« We, your majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the com- 
mons of Ireland in parliament aſſembled, beg leave to lay before 
your majeſty our aſſurances of the ſincere and cordial ſatisfaction 
with which we are penetrated on being informed from the throne, 
by your majeſty's command, that it has pleaſed the Divine Provi- 
dence to remove from your majeſty the ſevere indiſpoſition with 
which you have been afflicted, and that by the bleſſing of Almighty 
God you are now again enabled to attend to the urgent concerns 
of your kingdoms, aad perſonally to exerciſe your royal authority, 
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We aſſure your majeſty that we ſhall juſtify the confidence 
you entertain that we ſhall chearfully proceed in making ſuch 
proviſion as may be neceſſary for the honourable ſupport of your 
majeſty's government. LC 

« We ſhould be dead to every generous feeling ſhould we omit 
to acknowledge your majeſty's unceaſing ſolicitude for the intereſts 
of Ireland, or to ſecond, by every falutary effort, your benevo- 
lent wiſhes for the welfare of your people. 

«© The numerous bleſſings derived to this kingdom from your 
majeſty's auſpicious reign are deeply imprinted in our boſoms, and 
ſenſible as we are of the ineftimable value of theſe benefits, we 
beg leave to repeat to your majeſty, upon this joyful occaſion, 
our moſt ſincere profeſſions of reſpe& and attachment to your 
royal perſon, family and government. 

« We conclude theſe our fervent congratulations with devout 
acknowledgments to the Almighty for this fignal inſtance of his 
goodneſs, in reſtoring our beloved monarch to the prayers of an 
afflicted people; and our gratitude for ſuch a mark of the divine 
favour is only equalled by the ardency of our wiſhes for the con- 
tinuance of your majeity's health, and that your majeſty may 
enjoy that invaluable bleſſing during a long and happy reign.” 


It was reſolved, nem. con. that the ſaid addreſs do fland the 
addreſs of the houſe to his majeſty, and that the Speaker, with 
the houfe, do attend his excellency the lord hentenant with the 
faid addrefs, and defire the ſame may be laid before his majeſty 
as the addreſs of the houſe. | 


It was refolved, nem. con. that an humble addreſs be pre- 
ſented to his excellency the lord licutenant, to return our ſincere 
thanks to his excellency for his ſpeech this day from the throne, 
communicating the joy ful intelligence of his majeſty's happy 
recovery. | 

Reſolved, that the Speaker, with the houſe, do attend his 
excellency the lord lieutenant with the ſaid reſolution, and preſent 
the ſame to his excellency as the addreſs of the houſe. 


- — — 


Moxpar, March 16, 1789. 


A petition of Skeflington Thompſon, for himſelf and the other 
ſubſcribers to the Bcyne navigation, was preſented to the houſe 
and read; ſetting forth, that the petitioners have lately cauſed to 
be made a plan of the river Boyne, which they propoſe to make 
navigable from Drogheda to Trim, paſling through the baronies 
of Trim, Slane, Navan, Duleek, Skreen, Daue and Mayfene- 
12th, and to or near the towns of Slane, Navan and Trim; and 
have alſo cauſed an eſtimate to be made of the expence of ſaid 
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propoſed work, to which plan and eſtimate to their petition an- 
nexed they refer; that the petitioners are willing to undertake the 
execution of the ſaid work in a term of ſeven years, to be com- 
puted from the 1ſt day of Auguſt, 1789, on receiving from par- 
liament an aid or bounty of 12, 650l. 18s. 2d. ; that in caſe the 
petitioners ſhall undertake the ſaid propoſed work they propoſe 
from time to time, to ſupply the whole of the ſum neceſſary to 
be provided in addition to ſuch parliamentary aid, a ſubſcription 
entered into for the execution thereof, as per lift annexed, con- 
taining the names of the ſubſcribers, with the ſums ſeverally ſub- 
ſcribed by each; that the petitioners, in order to compenſate them- 
ſelves, for the expence, riſk and trouble of ſaid undertaking, do 
propoſe to take tolls on ſaid navigation of the river Boyne; from 
Drogheda to Trim, not exceeding 2d. a tun a mile for goods, 


and 2d. a paſſenger a mile for paſſengers; and therefore praying 
aid. | | | 


The Hon. Mr. Knox preſented to the houſe, according to 
order, a bill for promoting the linen manufacture in the ſeveral 
counties bordering on Lough Neagh, by making a communica- 
tion between the ſaid lough, and the collieries at Drumglaſs in 


the county of Tyrone, which was received and read the firſt 
time. | 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExcHfqueR ſaid the houſe was 
in full poſſeſſion of the ſubject on the tillage duties, and he would 
not conſent to the miſapplication of them. He hoped no money 
would be granted out of that fund, but for the purpoſe for which 
it was appointed; and he conjured gentlemen not to take upon 
them to diſpoſe otherwiſe of that money until parliament ſhould 
fully conſider the matter. There was a ſufficient fund to anſwer 
the intention of the applications, if time was given, and that it 
was not laid hold on by power. He did not deſire to get rid of 
the bill, for if he did, he would move for the ſecond reading on 
the firſt of Augult next; all he deſired was, that parliament might 
fairly conſider the queſtion of application of the tillage duties; 
therefore he would move that the bill be read a ſecond time on 
Monday next. 


Sir Hexxy CAVENDISH ſaid this meaſure was brought on when 
there was only about one-third of the houſe preſent, and he hoped 
gentlemen would not precipitate a matter of ſuch conſequence as 
breaking through the forms and acts of parliament. 


The queſtion was then put on the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer's motion, 


Ayes, — 20 
Noes, _ 43 


The bill was then ordered to be read a ſecond time to-morrow. 
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The CnaxcELLOR or THE ExCHEQUER moved that a com- 
mittee of the whole houſe fit on Thurſday next, to conſider fur. 
ther on the application of the tillage duties. 


The ATrTorxey GENERAL preſented to the houfe, according 
to order, a bill to amend an act paſſed in the twenty-ſeventh year 
of his majeſty's reign, entitled an act for the better collection of 
his majeſty's revenue ariſing from forfeited recognizances, and to 


extend the provifions thereof; which was received and read the 
firſt time. 


A petition of the traders, merchants, and inhabitants of the 
town and county of the town of Drogheda, whoſe names arc 
thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented to the houſe and read ; ſet- 
ting forth, that ſeveral ſums of money have been from time to 
time, granted by the houſe for improving the navigation of the 
river Boyne, from the bridge of Drogheda to the fea, which have 
been accounted for before the commiſſioners of impreſt accounts; 
that ſeveral large ſums of money have alſo been applied out of the 
fund of the corporation of the faid town and expended in aid of 
the grants from parliament, but the ſaid corporation is unable to 
give further aid towards completing the ſaid works, and for ercR- 
ing a corn market-houſe in faid town for the ſale of corn, of 
which it is deſtitute, though one of the greateſt corn markets in 
this kingdom ; that the petitioners apprehend it will require the 
ſam of 12,000]. to execute and complete the fame; that the 
petitioners, ſenſible of the great advantage that mult ariſe to the 
laid town and the trade thereof, and alſo to the adjacent counties 
of Meath and Louth, from having the improvement of the ſaid 
harbour completed, and the faid maiket houſe for fale of corn 
erected, are deſnous of having a local tax of 6d. per ton on all 
"ſhipping that ſhall enter the harbour of ſaid town; and therefore 
praying the houſe will permit a bill to be brought in to impoſe for 
twelve years a tax of 6d. ſterling per ton on every ſhip or veſſel 
entering the ſaid harbour, and that the fund arifing therefrom be 
veſted in the mayor, ſheriffs, burgeſſes and commons of the ſaid 
town, with power for them to grant a ſum not exceeding 6d. in 
the pound fterting, for collecting the ſame, or that the houſe will 
adopt ſuch other meaſures as to it ſhall ſcem meet. 


Mr. W. B. Contrxcrame ſaid he doubted not from the 
honourable gentleman's [Mr. Forbes] regard and attachment to 
the intereſts of the town of Drogheda, that he had well conſi- 
dered the tendency and probable effects of the bill deſired, before 
he preſented the petition; but as ſome perſons in the neighbour- 
hood of that town were as deeply intereſted as the inhabitants 
themſclves, he truſted he would give time for deliberation. 


Nr. Foazæs faid the right honourable gentleman might rely 
upon it that he would ot proceed in a buſineſs ſo materialy affect- 
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ing the intereſts of Drogheda, without conſulting him, who had 
always paid ſo much attention to the proſperity of that town; he 
truſted to have the right honourable gentleman's aſſiſtance and 
ſupport in forwarding a bill, which upon inſpection he would find 
as much calculated to promote the proſperity of the millers and 


farmers in the neighbourhood of Drogheda, as of the perſons in- 
habiting that town, E OL 


The SPEAKER reported that the houſe liad on Saturday laſt at- 
tended his excellency the lord lieutenant with the addreſs of the 


houſe to his majeſty, and that his excellency was pleaſed to return 
the following anſwer : ; 


J will immediately tranſmit this dutiful and loyal addreſs to 
be laid before his majeſty.“ 


The SPEAKER reported alſo that he had preſented the addreſs 
of thanks to his excellency for his ſpeech to both houſes of par- 
liament, and that his excellency was pleaſed to return the follow- 
iog anſwer : | | 

& T ſincerely thank the houſe of commons for this addreſs.” 


It was ordered that his excellency the lord lieutenant's anſwers 
be entered in the journals of the houſe. 


A. petition of the traders and watermen plying on the river 
Barrow, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented to 
the houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the mode adopted by the 
grand canal company, in preventing all boats under thirty tons 
burden from plying on the grand canal from Monaſterevan to 
Dublin, is a total excluſion of all boats or craft that can or may 
ply on ſaid river Barrow, as veſſels of that burden or ſize are im- 
paſſable on the ſhoals of the river Barrow ; that ſaid excluſion is 
a manifeſt injury to the trade of the kingdom in general, eſpe- 
cially to the metropolis in particular, and almoſt deſtroys the in- 
tent and uſe of ſaid canal, as may be illuſtrated from many ſtrong 
reaſons, particularly this one, which the petitioners take the li- 
berty of repreſenting as follows: A merchant reſiding in the 
ſouthward ſends his orders for a quantity of goods to Dublin, ſaid 
goods are brought to Monaſterevan by the canal boats, there ſtored, 
and afterwards put on board the boats plying on the river Bar- 
row; when ſaid goods are delivered to the merchant who ordered 
them, they are found damaged, or perhaps part miſſing ; the 
merchant conſequently charges the boatman who delivers his goods 
with the fraud, &c. who replies, that he has delivered the goods 
in the ſame condition they were delivered to him ; the merchant- 
then infers it is eaſier and ſafer to get his goods by the old mode of 
land carriage than be under the neceſlity of making out the ag- 
greſſor between canal boatmen, ftore-keepers, and Barrow boats 


Vos. K. s 
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men, whereas if the carrier or boatman who took ſaid goods in 


Dublin were to deliver them, the proprietor had the aggreſſor at 
his door to ſatisfy for ſaid fraud or damage ; that the petitioners, 
from the valt ſums of the public money expended on ſaid canal, 
with the interference of the legiſlature, moſt humbly conceive 
that the tolls or cuſtoms of ſaid canal are what ſaid company are 
entitled to only, without excluding all boats from paſling or re- 
paſſing; if ſaid company may offer that ſmall craft or boats would 
be too troubleſome, the legiſlature may in its clemency conſider 
the premiſſes, and exclude all boats under eighteen tons burden, 
which ſize boats are the largeſt that can ply on the river Barrow 
for the ſummer half year in its preſent impeded ſtate ; and there- 
fore praying the houſe will take the above into conſideration, and 
yield to them and to the kingdom at large relief in the premiſſes. 


Mr. GrrrritH ſaid that there were certainly many things 
to be complained of in the management of the grand caual, and 
he ſhould foon be under the neceſſity of being a petitioner to the 
houſe to make a change in the conſtitution of the grand canal 
company. As to the petition before the houſe, he ſaid the rea- 
ſon for excluding the Barrow boats was an inſufficiency of water 
during the dry ſeaſons; theſe boats being very ſmall, from three 
to five tons, required in the Jocks a greater quantity of water than 


boats of ten times their burden, becauſe the large boats difplaced | 


in the locks a greater quantity of water; and the company ſeeing 
that there was not water for all boats, determined to exclude the 
ſmaller kind; but the company had fince gone to an expence of 
12,0001. to procure an inexhauſtible ſupply of water, and he 
doubted not the inconvenience complained of by the owners of the 
Barrow boats would be forthwith removed. PoE 


A petition of John O'Neill, on behalf of himſelf and the 
other perſons living on and near the Lower Bann, between Lough 
Neagh and the ſea at Coleraine, was preſented to the houſe and 
read; ſetting forth, that the country lying between Lough Neagh 
and the ſea at Coleraine is a populous manufacturing country; 
that a communication by water between Lough Neagh and the 
ſea at Coletaine would be attended by numerous and eſſential ad- 
vantages to the manufactures of that country, and would tend to 
encreaſe the ſeveral imports and conſequently the duties paid at the 
port of Coleraine; that the petitioner is deſirous, in conjunction 
with other perſons, the principal propꝛietors of the lands adjoin- 
ing the ſaid river Bann, to effectuate a navigation from Lough 
Neagh to the ſea at Coleraine, if they ſhall be enabled ſo to do by 
"the bounty of parkament ; and therefore praying aid. 


„„ 
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Tvespar, Maxcn 17, 1789. 


A petition of the county of Kildare canal company, under 
their common ſeal, was preſented to the houſe and read; ſetting 
forth, that the petitioners were incorporated by act of parliament 
in 1786, for the purpoſe of making a navigable cut from the 
grand canal at Oſberſtown towards Naas, and into the adjacent 
country; that the petitioners have already effectuated the ſaid 
communication with Naas, and have carried the canal up to ſuch 
a level as to admit of its extenſion into the adjacent country for 
almoſt four miles without a lock; that the petitioners have actually 
expended thereon upwards of 10,4771. out of which they owe 
5,0771. ; that to complete the harbour and itore-houſes at Naas, and 
all the works already commenced, it will require a further ſum of 
181ol. making altogether 12,8861. ; that the work has been exe- 
cuted upon the moſt permanent and effectual conſtruction, and 
has been conducted with the greateſt attention, economy and 
expedition ; and the petitioners beg leave further to repreſent to 
the houſe that they have not received any bounty whatever from 
the public, and that they afford a ſingle inftance of an application 
to parliament for a grant of money upon the principle of having 
previouſly effectuated the work; the petitioners therefore humbly 
hope that the houſe will grant them one-third of the ſaid ſum of 
12,2871, or ſuch other aid as may ſeem meet, and ſubject to ſuch 
tolls and regulations as the houſe ſhall think fit to point out. 


A petition of the county of Kildare canal company, under 
their common ſeal, was preſented to the houſe and read ; ſetting 
forth, that in purſuance of the act of their corporation they have 
carried a canal from the grand canal at Ofſberftown to Naas, ta 
ſuch a level as to enable them to extend it further towards Kil- 
cullen ; that to complete the ſame the ſum of 10,0321. 178. muſt 
be expended ; that they have already become proprietors of the 
land neceſſary for the ſaid work, and propoſe to go on with the 
ſame as ſoon as ſubſcriptions ſhall be raiſed for that purpoſe ; they 
beg leave to ſubmit the above to the conſideration of the houſe, and 
to entreat that they will grant them one-third of the ſaid ſum 


rateably in proportion to their expenditure, or ſuch other aid as 


to their wiſdom ſhall ſeem meet, fubjeC to ſuch tolls and regula- 
tions as the houſe ſhall think fit to appoint. 


Sir Hexngy CAVvRNDISH called the attention of the houſe to 
the very great number of applications that were now before the 
houſe for parliamentary aid; and he gave notice that he ſhould on 
to-morrow ſtep forward and ſubmit to their conſideration ſome 
mode in order to ſave the fund of the tillage duties, and to pre- 
rent as much as poſlible the profuſion of the public money. 


Y 2 2% 
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The CrAncEtLor OF THE ExcHEqQuer ſaid the honour. 
able baronet claimed his warmeſt thanks for any plan he ſhould 
propoſe to prevent the profuſion of the public money. 


The ATTornty GENTRAL aſked what was become of the pen- 
fion bill He underſtood that it had been engroſſed for ſome 
days, and he gave notice that he ſhould move to-morrow for the 
third reading of the bill. 


Mr. GeorGs Ponsonsy ſaid he was very glad to find that the 
right honourable gentleman was ſo extremely anxious for the pal- 
ſing of the bill; but he begged leave to inform the right honour- 
able gentleman that the bill would on to-morrow receive the 


third reading. 


The ATTorxey GENERAL ſaid he underſtood that there was 
a clauſe intended by way of rider to the bill, which ſhould meet 
his oppoſition. 


* 
3 » 8 — * K» n, 
—— —— 


WepxesDay, Maxcn 18, 1789. 


The houſe went into a committee on the bill for the improvement 
of the linen manufacture in the counties bordering on Lough 
Neagh, by making a road from the colliery of Drumglaſs to the 
ſaid Lough, Mr. Maſon in the chair. 


Mr STareLzs moved an amendment to the bill. 


The CHancELLoR OF THE ExcHEqQUEs ſaid he was of opi- 

nion the propoſed amendment could not anſwer the intended pur- 
poſe ; and gentlemen, whenever they wanted a road made, had 
nothing to do but bring in a bill, and give it a title of being for 
the benefit of the linen manufacture, as all roads were more or 
leſs for the benefit of that manufacture. He did not, however, 
he ſaid, intend giving the bill any further oppoſition, but thought 
it more proper now to report progreſs, which was agreed to, and 
leave given to fit again to-morrow on the bill. 


Mr. Foxsts moved, that the penſion bill be read the third 
time; which was done, and an amendment corrective of a lite- 
ral error made therein. 


The ATTorxey GENERAL ſaid he could not diſmiſs this bill 
without one or two obſervations, which ſhould not however detain 
the houſe a minute. - And firſt, he obſerved, that the bill had 
undergone much pruning and alteration' from its introduction to 
its preſent ſtage ; but {till it was a bill of a moſt ſubſtantial pa- 
tronage to the crown, legalizing penſions which heretofore had 
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been a diſputed prerogative, againſt which ſome very ſtrong reſo- 


lutions were to be found on the journals of the houſe; this was 
therefore a conceſſion which he would not have made. 

He ſaid he underſtood that he had been charged in his abſence 
with ſome inconſiſtency of conduct as to the preſent bill. His 
arguments, were theſe, —“ that he would not ſalute the royal car, 
immediately upon its recovery, with a bill of reſentment and 
complaint, though that bill, while its authors propoſed to limit 
and controul the royal prerogative, did, by their imperfe& mode 
of framing it, actually extend that prerogative, and lay a founda- 
tion for legalizing penſions to a moſt alarming, and even indefinite 
amount,” —If there was any inconſiſtency in this argument, the 

entleman who diſcovered it was welcome to take it for his pains ; 
- was ready to make him a preſent of it. He thought it ne- 
ceſſary to give his opinion, and if it were poſſible that the bill 
ſhould paſs through the other houſe, he requeſted that opinion 
might be remembered, when in a year or two gentlemen who 
now ſupported the bill would find themſelves under the neceſſity of 
endeavouring to repeal it, : - 


Mr. Foxses ſaid if the right honourable member meant by the 
aſſertion, that the bill legalized penſions; that the penſion liſt, 
when limited by that bill, was to be no longer ſubje& to the con- 
troul of that houſe, as he had often done before, ſo he mult then 
give a diiect contradiction to that aſſertion ; it was an eſtabliſhed 
do&rine that the juriſdiction and controul of that houſe over 
every branch of the public expenditure, could only be reſtrained 
or taken away by expreſs words, and no ſuch words are to be 
found in the preſent bill. In this doctrine he ſaid he was ſupport- 
ed by every conſtitutional man in both countries; the principles 
on which it was founded had been eſtabliſhed by the Engliſh houſe 
of commons beyond all controverſy, in the year 1780. Abuſes 
have been diſcovered in the application of the revenues granted to 
the crown for the maintenance of the civil liſt, and a bill propoſed 
as a remedy. In oppoſition to this bill, it was contended that 
by the preamble of the civil lift act, the firſt George the third, 
it appeared that an annuity of 800, oool. had been granted to his 
preſent majeſty during his life, to defray the expences of his houſe- 
hold, and ſupport the honour and dignity of the crown, and by 
the plain and neceſſary conſtruction of this act, the application of 
the whole of this annuity, was under the abſolute dominion of 
the crown, and that the two houſes of parliament had, by paſſing 
this act, given up its controul over the application of any part 
of ſuch annuity, and had not any right whatſoever to interfere; 
but this doctrine was condemned in the moſt decided and unequi- 
vocal terms, by a majority of the Britiſh houſe of commons, who 
reſolved that it was competent to the houſe of commons, to exa- 
mine and correct abuſes in the expenditure of the civil liſt revenues, 
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as well as in every other branch of public revenue, whenever it 
ſhould appear expedient to the wifdom of that houſe ſo to do; 
and in purſuance of this reſolution, a bill was brought into the 
houſe of commons, without any previous conſent of the crown, 
for the purpoſe of reſtraining the crown in granting penſions out 
of the civil lift revenue, for directing the application of a portion 
of ſuch revenue, to the expences of the houſchold ; and even in 
fome caſes for the reſumption of part of that revenue. 

If in a caſe ſo ſtrong as this now ſtated the controul and juriſdie- 
tion of the houſe of commons was not reſtrained or taken away, 
no perſon could contend that ſuch controul was given up by the 
preſent bill; which, inſtead of appropriating by ſuch ſtrong words 
a certain annual ſum to his majeſty's uſe for his private expences, 
only provides that it ſhall not be lawful to exceed a certain ſum in 
the whole of the grants of public money under the article of 

nſions; and leaves the power of the houſe of commons preciſely 
in the fame ſituation in which it was before this bill paſſed. 


The ATTorxney GENERAL ſaid the honourable gentleman 
was certainly miſtaken as to law, for the bill did moſt certainly 
eſtabliſh and legalize penſions; and as to reſponſibility, he was 
glad to fee the honourable gentleman ſo ready to take it upon 
him ; an individual member of parliament could not however, have 
conſtitutional reſponſibility for any meaſure he might propoſe, 
but there was no man he would be more happy at ſeeing in a fitu- 
ation of conftitutional reſponſibility that was in the fervice of the 
crown, 


The queſtion being put that the bill do paſs, it was carried 
without a diviſion. | 


Sir Hexnxy CavexDisH# obſerved that there never was a 
time at which any meaſure of ceconomy for the benefit of the 
country could be brought forward with more likelihood of ſuc- 
ceſs than at the preſent moment. The lord lieutenant was a ſtrict 
cconomiſt of the public treaſure. The gentlemen who had been 
the majoritics of this ſeſſion had proved their regard to economy. 
In a word, every circumſtance of the times invited meaſures tend- 
ing to guard and ſecure the money of the nation; and he would 
therefore, without further preface, propoſe a reſolution in bis 
opinion eſſentially neceſſary to that deſirable end. He then 
moved the houſe to reſolve, 

“That this houſe will not vote any money to any perſon as a 

tuity for extraordinary ſervices, until a committee of the whole 
houſe ſhall firſt have inquired into the ſame, and reported their 
opinion thereon.” . | 


The CnAxckTTOR or THE ExcHraquves ſaid he could have 
no objection to the 1eſolution, if it was to be conſidered as appli- 
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cable only to new grants; but if it was intended to aſſect the 
uſual ordinary grants in the annual ſupply, they were fo well 
known, that a committee's report on them would be unneceſſary, 
and ſo numerous that were the houſe to fit in a committee upon 
each it would be a great loſs of time. | 


Sir Hengy CavenDisn replied, that if by fpending time the 
houſe could fave money to the public, it would be time well ſpent. 


The reſolution paſſed unanimouſly. 


Sir HENRY CavexDi5H took notice of the ſecond article in 
the penſion lit, — a grant in December, 1726, of 200l. per ann. 
payable to the repreſentatives of Charles Hooper and Philip 
Martin, to be continued until the ſum of 2000l. ſhould be paid 
in one payment.—'This, he ſaid, he confidered as a part of the 
national debt, bearing an intereſt of ten per cent, and adviſed 
that it ſhould be paid off, 


Mr. CuaxLES O' NEII ſaid that as government were permitted 
to grant penſions to a certain amount, it would be rather an in- 
jury than a benefit to the nation to pay off the 2000l. thereby to 
get rid of the penſion of 200l. a year, for it might be expected 
that as ſoon as that was done, the vacancy in the liſt would be 
filled with another penſion to the ſame amount, and the conſe- 
quence to the nation would be an actual loſs of juit 2000]. 


— ALE LaLLIS ans 
Tavgsbay, Marcn 19, 1789. 


The CuAxczLLOR or THE Excnytquer ſaid he was re- 
queſted by the grand canal company to poſtpone the committee 
on the further conſideration of the application of the tillage 
duties till to-morrow, as they were not properly prepared to lay 
their propoſals before the committee. He then moved that the 
order be diſcharged, and that the conſideration of the application 
of the duties be poſtponed till to-morrow ; which was ordered 
accordingly. | 


Sir HEXRYT CAvExDisH moved, that the proper officer do la 
before the houſe an account of the application of the ſum of 
5000ol. granted. laſt ſeſſion of parliament to the board of firſt 
fruits for building new and rebuilding old churches, 


The CuAxczkllox or THE ExcnHtouts ſaid he believed he 
could ſatisfy the right honourable gentleman in that particular. 
That ſum had not been applied, but remained in the treaſury, 
and if the committee of accounts had time to have examined the 
public accounts with their uſual accuracy, that money would havg 
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been brought to the credit of the nation; the money had not 
been called for, therefore was not applied; which he underſtood 
was owing to the indiſpoſition of his grace the Lord Primate; 
nor did he know there was now any proper officer. 


Sir HENRY Cavennisn expreſſed his reſpe& for the lord pri- 
mate, and regret for his indiſpoſition, but, he ſaid, he did not ſee 
any uſe when money was granted, in having it lying dead in the 
treaſury ; but as he did not wiſh to preſs the motion now, he 
would withdraw it. | 


Mr. Mason reported from the committee of ſupply, that they 
had reſolved that a further ſupply be granted to his majeſty. 


The report was agreed to. 


The CHancELLor or THE ExcHtquer ſaid he wiſhed to 
know what day would be moſt agreeable to gentlemen to go into 
the conſideration of the ſupply, as he did not wiſh to precipitate 
the meaſure ; and if pleaſing to both fides of the houſe, as he 
hoped for unanimity, he would move“ that the houſe do, on 
Tueſday next, reſolve itſelf into a committee on the further ſup- 
ply to be granted to his majeſty,” which was agreed to. 


Sir Jonx BLaquitre ſaid there was an order of the houſe 
of the 12th day of April laſt, that the treaſurers of the reſpec- 
tive counties ſhould, on the firſt day of this ſeſſion, make a return of 
the ſtate of the hoſpitals and infirmaries in each county ; he found 
this order had not been complied with, which was treating the 
houſe with diſreſpect. He then moved, that the treaſurer of 
each county, who has not complied with the order of laſt ſeſſion, 
or did not do ſo on or before the 18th day of April next, ſhould 

on that day appear at the bar of the houſe.” 


Mr, Coax ſaid he underſtood the treaſurers of counties were 
not the proper officers, and therefore could not give the accounts 
required. VV „„ 

The motion was withdrawn for the preſent. 

A petition of John Herbert and John Creenan, in behalf of 


themſelves and the there under · written fiſhermen, owners of fiſhing 
buſſes on the eaſt coaſt of this kingdom, particularly the town of 
Skerries and the vicinity thereof, was preſented to the houſe and 
read ; ſetting forth, that from the humane conſideration of the 
legiſlature a bounty was granted ſome years ſince to all owners of 
fiſhing wherries, whoſe built or formation was conformable to the 
directions of an act of parliament, and in conſequence of ſuch 
encouragement the petitioners, by obtaining credit, did build in 
the town of Skerries and the adjoining neighbourhood, fiſhing 
boats purſuant to ſaid act, depending on ſuch bounty to diſcharge 
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the debt thereby incurred; that from the paſſing ſaid act the 
petitioners did proceed, in the winter ſeaſon, at the riſk of their 
lives and at great expence attending the outſit of wherries above 
thirty tons burden, to the north- weſt fiſhery, and with incredible 
fatigue did purſue the ſame with tolerable ſucceſs till about three 
years ſince, when the petitioners were fo long detained (without 
any ſucceſs whatſvever) as prevented them from attending the 
lent or white fiſhery at home, which diſappointments obliged 
them to incur debts that are ſtill unpaid, and mult end in peti- 
tioners ruin unlefs aſſiſted by the humanity of the houſe ; that the 
petitioners having been diſcouraged from purſuing the north-weſt 
fiſhery, from the uncertainty thereof, and being well acquainted 
with the banks for white and thrall fiſhery, and the great increaſe 
thereof in the Iriſh channel, did cenceive it molt advantageous to 
themſelves and to the city of Dublin, to purſue the ſaid channel 
fiſhery, not doubting but that the petitioners ſhould participate 
of the bounty equal with thoſe who went on the north-weſt fiſhery, 
eſpecially as cod fiſh within theſe three years paſt have been fold at 
half the price they bore ſeveral years preceding, and the valuable 
fiſh, ling, during the period mentioned has been reduced twelve 
ſhillings in the hundred, and a conſiderable reduction has alſo taken 
place in the price of flat fiſh, whereas herrings from their ſcarcity 
now ſell in the city of Dublin, from five to tix ſhillings per hun- 
dred, though the uſual price heretofore was only two ſhillings and 
two-pence ; that notwithſtanding the advantages which have ac- 
crued to the public by the channel fiſhery, the petitioners and 
their numerous families are totally ruined and rendered objects of 
compaſſion by being deprived for three years paſt of the uſual 
bounty, though, as they are informed, the preſent law does not 
preclude them from a participation thereof, and notwithſtanding 
the manifeſt and numerous advantages which the city of Dublin 
and its vicinity have experienced from the very great reduction of 
the price of fiſh in the home market, yet by withholding the ac- 
cuſtomed bounty granted by parliament the petitioners have expe- 
rienced no other return but that of ruin to themſelves and families, 
inſomuch that ſome of their boats have been ſold for debt, and 
others are running into decay, and the fiſhery itſelf (an object of 
the firſt importance to the public) is in conſequence threatened 
with inevitable deſtruction unleſs relieved by the wiſdom and pro- 
tection of parliament ; and therefore praying the houſe to order 
a a full and ample examination to be made into the allegations of 
the petitioners hardſhips and the injuries thereby threatened to 
the channel fiſhing, and grant ſuch relief as to them ſhall ſeem 


A petition of Thomas Bucknell Lindſey, Eſq; and Anne 
Lindſey, otherwiſe Browne, his wife, praying for leave to bring 
in a bill to enable the ſaid Thomas to raiſe a certain ſum of money 


on his eſtates to pay off debts, was preſented to the houſe and read. 
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Farpa x, Marcn 20, 1789. 


Mr. ConoLLy informed the houſe, that the members appoint. 
ed by the houſe to preſent the addreſs of both houſes of parlia- 
ment to hs royal highneſs the Prince of Wales, had waited upon 
his royal highneſs with the ſaid addreſs, to which his royal high. 
neſs had given the following anſwer ; which he read in his place: 


« My Lords and Gentlemen, 

„The happy event of the king's recovery, aud the conſequent 
reaſſumption of the cxercite of his aufpicious government, an- 
nonnced by his royal commiſhon for declaring the further cauſes 
of holding the parliament of Great Britain, has done away the 
melaneholy neceſſity which gave rife to the arrangement propoſed 
by the parkament of Irelaud; but nothing can obliterate from 
my memory and my gratitude the principles upon which that ar- 
rangement was made, and the circumſtances by which it was 
attended. | ; 

+ I confider yonr generous kindneſs to his majeſty's royal 
family, and the proviſion you made for preſerving the authority of 
the crown in its conſtitutional energy, as the moſt unequivocal 

oofs which could be given of your affectionate loyalty to the 

ing, at the time when, by an afflicting diſpenſation of Provi- 
dence his government had fuffered an intermiſſion, and his houſe 
wes deprived of its natural protector. 

] ſhall not pay ſo ill a compliment to the lords and commons 
of Ireland as to ſuppoſe that they were miſtaken in their reliance 
an the moderation of my views and the purity of my intentions 
z manly confidence directing the manner of proceeding towards 
thoſe who entertain ſentiments becoming the high ſituation to 
which they are born, furniſhes the moſt powerful motive to the 
performance of their duty, at the ſame time that the liberality 
of ſentiment which in conveying a truſt confers an honor, can 
have no tendency to relax that provident vigilance, and that public 
jealouſy, which ought to watch over the exerciſe of power. 


« My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Though full of joy for the event which enables me to take 
leave of you in this manner perſonally, I cannot but regret your 
departure. I have had the opportunity of acquiring a know- 
ledge of your private characters, and it has added to the high 
eſteem which I had before mentioned for you on account of your 
public merits ; both have made you the worthy repreſentatives of 
the great bodies to which you belong. \ 

I am confident that I need not add my earneſt recommenda- 
tion to the parliament and people of Ireland to continue to culti- 
vate the harmony of the two kingdoms, which in their mutual 
perfect freedom will find the cloſeſt as well as happieſt bond of 


their connection.“ | 
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The anſwer being read by Mr, Conolly, he came round, and 
preſented the copy to the Speaker, who handed it to the clerk. 


Mr. O'Ne1LL then moved, that his royal higlneſs's anſwer be 


read from the chair. 


The SeEAxER objected to this, by alledging it was not cuſto- 
mary for anſwers to addreſſes from that houſe, to any perſon ex- 
cept the king, to be read from the chair, but only by the clerk 3 
he ſaid, however, if it was the ſenſe of gentlemen that he ſhould 
read it, he ſhould not think it the leaſt trouble. 


Mr. GraTTax ſaid he thought when there were more forms 
than one of reading his royal highneſs's anſwer to the houſe, that 


which was moft honourable ſhould be adopted. 


Here there was a call of “ chair, chair,” and the Speaker pro- 
ceeded to read the anſwer as required. 


The SecrETARrY or STATE moved, that his royal laghneſs's 
anſwer be entered upon the journals of the houſe. 


The SeLaxER ſaid the motion was unneceſſary, as the anſwer 


having been read by him, would be entered upon the journals of 
courſe. 


The SecxETary or STATE contended for the propriety of 
his motion, which was put and carried. 


Lord Hexzxy FiTZGERALD moved that an addreſs of thanks 
be preſented to his royal highneſs the Prince of Wales, for his 
gracious anſwer to the addreſs of both houſes, and that a com- 
mittee be appointed to prepare the ſame. 


The ArTORNEY GENERAL ſaid that no member of the com- 
munity was more prompt or more anxious to teſtify his reſpe& for 
the Prince of Wales than he. He really thought his royal high- 
neſs's anſwer conferred a very high honour on the houſe ; but he 
would ſubmit it to the opinion of gentlemen, who had ſat longer 

in parliament than he had, whether addreſſes of thanks, to any 
perſon except the king, for anſwers received to addrefſes from 
the houſe, were not contrary to the uſages and forms of parlia- 
ment. Such addreſſes, he ſaid, were uncuſtomary to the queen 
| conſort. He believed ſuch a meaſure was unprecedented ; but 
he declared, if it was not contrary. to parliamentary form, no 
man would be more deſirous to expreſs the reſpectful thanks of 
the houſe in an addreſs to the Prince of Wales. | 


Mr. Gzozxce Poxsonsy ſaid he thought it not extracedinary 
there ſhould be no precedent for the meaſure propoſed, as no ſuch 
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occaſion had ever occurred; he thought however the anſwer of his 
royal highneſs was ſuch as deſerved an addreſs of the houſe, and 
there was therefore no impropriety 1n the houſe voting that addreſs, 
and thereby conſtituting a precedent. 


The SECRETARY OF STATE ſaid he thought there was no wa 
of expreſſing the thanks of the houſe to his royal highneſs but by 
an addreſs of thanks. This meaſure, he ſaid, was not by any 
means without parliamentary precedent ; though he could not 
immediately quote from the journals of that houſe, yet he could 
from the Engliſh parliament in the year 1688, when an addreſs 
of thanks had been votcd to the corporation of London for their 
addreſs to that houſe. 


The ATTorxey GENERAL faid he roſe to explain his motives. 
He ſaid he was very much miſunderſtood if it was conceived he 
meant any oppoſition to the addreſs of thanks to his royal high- 
neſs the Prince of Wales; he was merely tenacious of the neceſ- 
ſary forms of the houſe, and if he was convinced the meaſure was 
reconcileable with thoſe forms, no man ſhould be more anxious 
than he to promote it. | 


The queſtion was put and carried, and a committee was ap- 
pointed to prepare the addreſs. « 


It was reſolved, nem. con. that the thanks of the houſe be 
given to the right honourable Thomas Conolly, the right honour- 
able John O'Neill, the right honourable William Brabazon Pon- 
ſonby, and James Stewart, Eſq; for their faithful diſcharge of 
the commiſſion repoſed in them by the houſe to preſent the ad- 
dreſs of both houſes of parliament to his royal highneſs the Prince 
of Wales, and that the Speaker do acquaint them therewith. 


And the Speaker, from the chair, returned the ſaid gentlemen 
the thanks of the houſe. | - 


SATURDAY, MaRcH 21, 1789. 


Mr. SerJeant Torx preſented to the houſe, according to 
order, a bill for veſting in truſtees certain real and frechold towns, 
lands, tenements and hereditaments, ſituate in the counties of 
Mayo and Roſcommon, the eſtates of Thomas Bucknell Lindſey, 
of Huntingdon, in the ſaid county of Mayo, Eſq; in order to 
be ſold cr mortgaged for the payment of debts, charges and 
incumbrances affecting the ſame, and for other purpoſes ; which 
was received and read the firſt time. 
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Moxvay, Marcn 23, 1789. 


The following meſſage was brought from his excellency the 
lord lieutenant by the yeoman uſher of the black rod : 


„ Mr, Speaker, | | 
4 Tt is his excellency the lord heutenant's pleaſure that this 
houſe do attend him immediately in the houſe of peers.” 


The Speaker, with the houſe, went up to attend his excellency 
the lord lieutenant in the houſe of peers, where the royal aſſent 
was given to the following bills : 


FUSLIC BILEA 


1. An act for granting unto his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſ- 
ſors, an additional duty on hides, beer, ale and other goods and 
merchandizes therein mentioned, and for prohibiting the impor- 
tation of all gold and filver lace, except of the manufacture of 
Great Britain, and of all cambricks, lawns and glaſs, except of 
the manufacture of Great Britain and France and the French 
dominions in Europe, and of all hops, except of the growth of 
Great Britain and the Britiſh plantations. | 

2. An a& for granting to his majeſty the ſeveral aids, duties, 
rates, impoſitions and taxes therein particularly expreſſed, to be 
applied to the payment of the intereſt of the principal ſums therein 
provided for, and towards the diſcharge of the ſaid principal ſums 
in ſuch manner as therein is directed, and for ſuch other purpoſes 
as are therein mentioned. | 

3. An act for the advancement of trade, and for granting to 
his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the ſeveral duties therein 
mentioned. | | 

4. An act for granting to his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
ſeveral duties therein mentioned, to be levied by the commiſſioners - 
for managing the ſtamp duties. | 

5. An act for regulating the ſugar trade, and for granting to 
his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties therein mentioned. 

6. An act for regulating and extending the tobacco trade, and 
for granting to his majeſty, his heirs and ſueceſſors, the duties 
therein mentioned. | 

7. An act for granting certain aids, duties and impoſitions to 
his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, for the time therein men- 
tioned, and for continuing the effect of a treaty of commerce and 
N concluded between his majeſty and the moſt chriſtian 

ing. 

by An a& for regulating the coffee trade, and for granting to 
his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the ſeveral duties therein 
mentioned upon coffee. 7 | | 

9. An act to promote the linen and hempen manufacture, by 
encreaſing the ſupply of Iriſh flax - ſeed, and encouraging the 
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export of linens and ſail-cloth, and fer granting to his majeſty, 
his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties therein mentioned. 

10. An act for granting to his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
certain duties and rates upen the portage and conveyance of all 
letters and packets within this kingdom. 

11. An act for granting unto his majeſty, his heirs and ſuc- 
ceffors, duties on the wines therein mentioned and cordage, and 
alſo a tax upon all ſalaries, profits of employments, fees and pen- 
ſions therein mentioned. 

12. An act for licenſing hawkers and pedlars, petty chapmen, 
and other perſons. 

13. An act for granting certain duties upon licences to be 
taken out by the ſeveral perſons therein mentioned. 

14. An act for granting unto his majefty, his heirs and ſuc- 
ceſfors, certain duties upon carriages. | 

15. An act for granting unto his majeſty, his heirs and ſuc- 
ceſiors, certain duties upon malt. 

16. An act for further continuing an act, entitled an act for 
facilitating the trade and intercourſe between this kingdom and 
the United States of America. 5 

17. An act for puniſhing mutiny and deſertion, and for the 
better payment of the army and their quarters within this king- 
dom. 


Lord Hexavy Fitz.GtraLD reported from the committee ap- 
pointed to draw up an addreſs of thanks to be preſented to his 
royal highneſs the Prince of Wales, for his gracious anſwer'to the 
wy of the houſe, that they had drawn up the following 
addreſs : ; 


To his Royal Highneſs GrORGE Prince of Warts. 


The humble Appakss of the Knicurs, CirizExs, and Buz- 


GESSES, in Parliament affembled. 
& May it pleaſe your Royal Highneſs, 


« We, his majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the com- 
mons of Ireland in parliament aſſembled, beg leave to offer to 
your royal highneſs our warmeſt thanks for your anſwer to our 
addreſs. my | 

« With hearts overflowing with the liveheſt joy, we congra- 
tulate with your royal highneſs upon the happy event of the 
king's recovery, and the conſequent reaſſumption of the exerciſe 
of his auſpicious government, an event highly pleafing to the 
ſubjects of the whole empire, but peculiarly grateful to. a nation 
ſo highly indebted to their moſt excellent ſovereign during the 
whole courſe of his reign ; and we rejoice in the refleQion that 
the father of his people is bleſſed with a ſon who 1s likely, in the 
fulneſs of time, to continue to his majeſty's loyal and affectionate 
ſubjects of Ireland the bleſſings of his government, 


at. tes ad. a « a. 
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« Thoroughly conſcious that nothing can add more to that 
efteem which your royal highneſs has been pleaſed to expreſs for 
the two houſes of parliament than their loyal and affectionate. 
attachment to the perſon and government of the king, we will 
ſteadily perſevere in thoſe principles of duty, loyalty and affection 
which have fo happily recommended them to the favourable opi- 
nion of your royal highnels, 

«© MWe feel the higheſt ſatisfaction in finding that what we have 
done, and our manner of doing it, have received your approba- 
tion, and that your royal highneſs is pleaſed to conſider our con- 
duct as a proof of our undiminiſhed duty to his majeſty, our uni- 
form attachment to the Houſe of Brunſwick, and our conſtant 
care and attention to maintain inviolate the concord and connection 
between the kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, which we 
conſider as indiſpenſably neceſſary to the proſperity, the happi- 
neſs and liberties of both; and we beg leave to aſſure your royal 
highneſs that from thoſe principles we ſhall never depart. 

« We are happy to find that your royal highneſs conſiders our 
juſt attention to his majeſty's royal family, and the proviſion made 
by us for preſerving the authority of the crown in its conſtitu- 
tional energy, as the moſt unequivocal proofs which could be 
given of our affectionate loyalty to the belt of ſovereigns, at the 
melancholy period when, by an afflicting diſpenſation of Provi- 
dence, bis government had ſuffered an intermiſſion, and his illuſ- 
trious houſe was deprived of its great and natural protector. 

« We have the juſteſt reliance on the moderation of the views 
and the purity of the intentions of your royal highneſs, and we 
have the fulleſt conviction in our minds that any truſt which could 
have the moſt diſtant tendency to relax that provident vigilance 
and public jealouſy which ought to watch over the exercife of 
power, would not have been. acceptable to the exalted ſentiments 
of your royal highneſs, whoſe underſtanding and principles are 
rendered mire valuable by the generons and affectionate heart 
which animates their dictates. 

& We can with the greateſt truth moſt ſolemnly aſſure your 
royal lighneſs that it is the ardent wiſh of the parliament and 
people of Ireland to continue to cultivate the harmony and in- 
ſeparable intereſts of the two kingdoms, firmly convinced that in 
their mutual perfect freedom they will find the cloſeſt as well as 
the happieſt bond of their connection; - and we offer our warmeſt 
acknowledgments to your royal highneſs for your recommenda- 
tion to us to perſevere in ſuch a conduct, and conlider your royal 
highneſs's recommendation, fo worthy the high ſtation in which 
you are placed, as an additional proof of your attention to the 
welfare of both countrics, 

*« We aſſure your royal highneſs that if any thing could add 
to the exultation of our minds at the happy event of the reco- 
very of our moſt beloved fovercign, it would be the pleaſure 
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which we feel in reflecting that the heir to his majeſty's crowng 
inherits the virtues of his royal father, virtues which every part 
of your royal highneſs's conduct, during the late melancholy and 
trying occaſion, has placed in the moſt illuſtrious point of view; 
and the repeated marks of graciouſneſs and condeſcenſion with 
which your royal highneſs has been pleaſed to honour the two 
houſes of parliament muſt ever remain impreſſed in the moſt inde. 
bble characters of affection and gratitude on the hearts of the 
people of Ireland.” 


Lord HENxAY FrtzGERALD moved, that the addreſs be tranſ- 
mitted by the Speaker. | 


The Srcarräxx or Stars ſaid that the motion ought to be 
for tranſmitting the addreſs, in order to be laid before his royal 
highneſs. | | 


Mr. Dex1s Browne deſired to know by what means the ad- 
drefs was to be preſented ? 


Lord Hexney FrtzGERALD replied, it was not neceſſary to 
fate the precife manner: 


The SecreETARY or STaTEe faid that if the honourable 
gentleman had aſked him in private, he would have told him the 
moſt proper mode was certainly through the principal officer of 
the Prince of Wales in London, or it might be done through the 
Secretary for Iriſh affairs. 


The queſtion was then put, and paſſed unanimouſly. 


The Syraxtx deſired to know if there was any particuler 
mode in which gentlemen wiſhed it to be tranſmitted ? 


Lord HENANY FitTzotraLD ſaid he thought the moſt reſpect- 
ſul and proper mode ſhould be adopted, which was to tranſmit 
it to Lord Southampton. | 


Mr. Firz#tzzEtrT moved, that the houſe do adjourn to the 
' 23th of April next, which was agreed to. | 


— . — — 


3 ARrIL 13, 1789. 
The houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


The Srrax ER acquainted the houſe that he had, purſuant to 
order, tranſmitted their addreſs of thanks to his royal highneſs 
the Prince of Wales, for his gracious anſwer to the addreſs of 
the houſe. | 
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The SAR EIA alſo acquainted the houſe, that Edward Cooke, 
Eſq; clerk of the houſe, had, under a power in his patent, ap- 
pointed Mr. Robert Thoroton his deputy, with the approbation 
and concurrence of the houſe; and that Mr. Thoroton attended 
at the door, who was called in, and took the clerk's ſeat at the 
table. | 


Mr. SEecrETaRy Hoa informed the houſe that he was 
commanded by his excellency the lord lieutenant to acquaint them 
that his majeſty had been pleaſed to return the following moſt gra- 
cious anſwer to the addreſs of the houſe : | 


„ GEORGE RX. | 

« His majeſty thanks his faithful commons for their loyal and 
affectionate addreſs, and for their aſſurances of the ſincere and 
cordial ſatisfaction which they feel on the interpoſition of Divine 
Providence in removing from him the ſevere indiſpoſition with 
which he has been afflicted, 

« Nothing can be more fatis*aftory to his majeſty than the 
diſpoſition expreſſed by the houſe of commons, chearfully to 
proceed in making ſuch proviſions as are neceſſary for the honout- 
able ſupport of his majeſty's government. 

« He receives with the greateſt pleaſure the acknowledgments 
of the houſe of commons, of their ſenſe of the ſolicitude which his 
majeſty can never ceaſe to entertain for the intereſts of Ireland, as 
well as their profeſſions of reſpect and attachment to his perſon, 
family and government. 


« G. R.” 


It was ordered that his majeſty's moſt gracious anſwer be en- 
tered in the journals of the houſe. 


It was ordered that an humble addreſs be preſented to his ma- 
jeſty, to return the moſt ſincere thanks of the houſe to his majeſty 
for his moſt gracious anſwer to their addreſs z and that a commit- 
tee be appointed to draw up ſaid addreſs to his majelty. 


Sir HENRY CavenDi1$H took notice of a practice, which, he 
ſaid, had within a few ſeſſions found its way into that houſe 
granting money to certain individuals as matter of courſe, and 
without any petition being preferred, or any claim being made 
upon the ground of merit, by thoſe individuals, to entitle them 
to ſuch grants to put an end to which, he moved, That no 
money be hereafter granted to any perſon, (except the ſervants 
of this houſ L ſuch perſon ſhall lay before the houſe a peti- 
tion for the me.—He alſo moved, That the proper officer 
do lay before the houſe, an account of the ſhort annuities granted 
to certain perſons ſubſcribers to a loan, of 200, oool. by an act 
of the 25th of his preſent majeſty.” 


Vol. IX. | 2 


* 
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Tbe ChANcILoR or Tre Exchrourx informed the right 
honourable baronet, that the account he deſired was actually on 


the table, in one of the accountant-general's papers, but he had 


no objection to the motion. 


Mr. Larov ens ſaid the right honourable baronet Sir Henry 
Cavendiſh] had a ſhort time before the receſs mentioned his in- 
tention of introducing a bill for reducing the rate of intereſt of 
money; this was certainly a ſubject of fo much importance, that 
to keep the public mind in ſuſpence upon it would have an inju- 
1ious effect; it would, he knew, be premature for him at the pre- 
ſent moment to enter into a diſcuſſion of the merits. or demerits 
of the meaſure ;—that he would reſerve till it came regularly be- 
fore the houſe ; but he requeited the right honourable baronet 
would inform him, whether he remained determined to bring it 
on this ſeſſion ? 


Sir Henay Caveypisn ſaid he was juſt going to mention 
the ſubje& when the right honourable gentleman auticipated him. 
He was reſolved to take the ſame line he had done laſt ſeſſion.— 
He ſhould be better pleaſed to follow than to lead in ſuch a buſi- 
neſs. —He thought, however, that no ſeſſion ſhould be ſuffered 
to paſs without fome ſtep being taken to forward that moſt impor- 
tant, deſirable, and neceſſary meaſure. He was ſure the ſucceſs 
it had met (in that houſe ar leaſt) laſt ſeſſion, was ſufficient to 
encourage gentlemen in proſecuting it. | 


The CrHancreLLoR or THE ExcHtEqQuer faid that under the 
impreſſion of the ſucceſs which attended the meaſure laft year, 
he had determined with himſelf to introduce it early in the pre- 
ſent, but the unſettled ſtate of the ſeſſion from the very day of 
its opening, had prevented him, as it was of too important a 
nature to be introduced haſtily, or conſidered lightly. He was 
the leſs concerned at ſceing one ſeſſion paſs away without any 
thing being done in it, as he knew the longer it was conſidered, 
and the better it was underſtood, the more it would be approved; 
and he had no doubt, that in a ſhort time it would force itf{clf 
into a law, eſpecially, as he had been informed, that in another 
country the rate of diſcount had been reduced one per cent. but 


if, after all, gentlemen thought it was not too late in the year, 


and the houſe ſhould deſire to have it brought forward, he was 
ready to give it the beſt ſupport in his power. 


Sir Hexngy Cavetndisn ſaid he admitted that the ſeſſion was 
rather too far advanced to enter on the meaſure with full effect; 
but as he ſaw the country in a regular progreſſive ſlate of im- 
provement, he thought an effort for the reduction of intereſt 
ought to be made every ſeſſion, that the benefit of ſo important 
a mcaſure-might be obtained as ſoon as poſhible, - 
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The ATTornty GENERAL ſaid he thought differently upon 
the ſubject. In his opinion it ought never to be introduced, but 
upon the moſt mature deliberation, and with a ſtrong probability 
of ſucceſs. He owned he was not competent to decide whether 
the country was ripe for the meaſure, (which certainly was not 
a neutral meaſure) and therefore he was diſpoſed to wait till the 
beſt informed men ſhould declare their approbation of it ; and he 
thought agitating it in the mean time, could ſerve no purpoſe 
but to 1njure public credit. | | 


Sir Henry CavennDtsH ſaid he begged to aſk gentlemen, who 
might be deemed well informed on the ſubje&, two queſtions :— 
Firſt, did they admit, that at any period of national proſperity; 
intereſt ought to be lowered? And if they did, at what period 
that might probably be ? | | 


Mr. Mazxcus BEA EsFORD preſented to the houſe, according 
to order, a bill for continuing and amending certain laws hereto- 
fore made concerning his majeſty's revenue, and for the more 
effectually preventing of frauds therein; which was received and 


read the firſt time. 


Mr. CnazLes O'Neil ſaid he had hoped to ſee a complet: 
digeſt of the revenue laws brought forward, not a bill altered and 
amended from year to year, and enacting, repealing, amending 
or continuing a vaſt variety of acts, merely by reference; and 
that in ſuch a puzzled and complicated manner, that it was not only 
utterly impoſſible for honeſt merchants to regulate their conduct 
by it, but he confeſſed, as a lawyer, that having been frequently 
conſulted on it, he had often found it ſo difficult to underſtand, 
that he had much rather he had not been conſulted at all. He 
feared the houſe was not aware of the inconvenience the public 
laboured under from the preſent ftate of the revenue laws, and 
therefore he would, when the bill came a ſecond time to be read, 
move, that the clerk ſhould read at large every act to which the 
revenue bill referred. He believed they were at leaſt ſeventeen 
in number; at preſent he would move, that the ſecond reading 
of the bill be deferred to Thurſday. | 


The ATTornty GENERAL ſaid if the honourable gentleman 
was reſolved to put his threat into execution, and inſiſt upon the 
clerk reading all the laws referred to in the revenue-bill, it would 
be idle. to defer the beginning of that buſineſs to Thurſday ; for 
certainly, if it were begun upon Tueſday, it would be Thurſday 
at leaſt before it could be ended. 


The bill was ordered for a ſecond reading to-morrow. 


Mr. SzcacTazxy Hoax ſaid he thought it right to inform the 
houſe, that ſome members having an intention to move for a grant to 
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the chairman of the ſupply, as is done every year in England, 
government would have no objection to whatever the houſe ſhould 
approve on that ſubject; and he took this opportunity of men- 
tioning it, leſt any gentlemen ſhould look upon the matter as a 
ſurprize, when hereafter it ſhould come before the houſe. 


Mr. HaxTLEY moved, that the revenue-bill be printed, which 
was ordered. 


Mr. Gairrirg ſaid, as he had heard the bill read, there ſeemed 
to him to be ſome clauſes intended to reftrain the immoderate uſe 
of ſpirits, and to regulate the granting of licenſes : He hoped ta 
ſee government take up that matter in earneſt ; it was of the higheſt 
importance to the proſperity of the country, and every gentleman 
who wiſhed to promote that proſperity ſhould give it his aid, 


— — 3 
PTE A 


Tutspary, ArRIL 14, 1789. 


Sir Thomas Osgon xx reported from the committee appointed 
to draw up an addreſs of thanks to his majeſty, that they had 
drawn up the following, which he read in his place, and after de- 
Hvered in at the table. 


The humble Anrpress of the KxniGcurs, Crirrzens, and Bor- 
GESSES, in Parliament aſſembled, to the King's moſt Excel 
lent MajtsTy. 


« Moft Gracious Sovereign, 
« We, your majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the com- 
mons of Ireland, in parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return 
our majeſty our moſt humble and cordial thanks for your ma- 
jeſty's moſt gracious anſwer to our addreſs. | 
We renew with the moſt heart-felt ſincerity our congratula- 
tions on the re-eſtabliſhment of your majeſty's health, and our 
prayers for its continuance. 
4 We chearfully repeat our declarations of readineſs to furniſh 


| ſuch ſupplies as may be neceſſary for the honourable ſupport of 


your majeſty's government. 

% Your majeſty may be aſſured of our zealous and dutiful at- 
tachment to your royal perſon, family and government, and that 
we ſhall at all times retain the livelieſt recollection of the fignal 
bleſſings we have experienced, and the many favours conferred on 
this country, in the courſe of your majeſty's propitious reign.” 


It was reſolved that the ſaid addreſs do ſtand the addreſs of the 
houſe to his majeſty. | 


I ̃ he houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole houſe, 
to take into conſideration the granting of a further ſupply to 


his majeſty, Mr. Maſon in the chair, 


as A we coin, 
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The CHANCELLOR oF THE ExcHEQUER moved the uſual re- 


. ſolutions for the ſupport of the ſeveral branches of the military 


eſtabliſhment for ten months, ending the 25th day of March, 
1790; which were all agreed to. 


Mr. Pexy, after ſtating the very great trouble which the right 
honourable gentleman then in the chair had, in being chairman of 
the different committees of accounts, ſupply, and ways and means, 


and alſo in framing the different money bills, which had now in- 
creaſed to thirteen in number, and paying a compliment to his 


very proper conduct in the chair, and to the amiability of his 
private character, moved, That the ſum of 5ool. be granted to 
the right honourable John Monck Maſon, chairman of the com- 
mittees of accounts, ſupply, and ways and means, for his ſervices 
during this ſefſion.” He obſerved, that in Great Britain the 
chairman of theſe committees was amply rewarded for his trou- 
ble; and he underſtood, that in another houſe of parliament, a 
noble lord was voted annually the ſum of 1400l. for being chair- 
man of the committees. He truſted that there would be but one 


opinion in the houſe on the ſubjeR. 


Sir Hexgy CavenDisn ſeconded the motion; he bore teſti- 
mony to the ſervices of the right honourable gentleman who was 
the obje& of the reſolution ; and as it was only a juft reward for 
acknowledged ſervices which had been done, and as it by no means 
militated againſt the principle of the reſolution which he had 
brought forward the day before, he perfectly coincided in the 
motion made by the honourable gentleman, 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. GrxaTTan moved, © that the ſum of 200l. be granted to 
Thomas Leſtrange, Eſq; deputy ſerjeant at arms, for his trouble 
in going to London with the addreſs of thanks of the houſe to 
his royal highneſs the Prince of Wales, for his royal highneſs's 
gracious * to the addreſs of both houſes of parliament.““ 


The motion was unanimouſly agreed to. 


Sir Hengy CavennisH ſaid that in conſequence of the con- 
verſation of yeſterday, on the ſubje of the reduction of the intereſt 
of money, he had ſpoken to ſeveral gentlemen who were friends 
to the principle in the laſt ſeſſion ; the reſult of which was, that 
it was agreed not to take up a meaſure of that nature this ſeſſion 
of parliament. . 


A petition of the grand jury of the county of Tipperary, at 


ſpring aſſizes, 1789, and the there underſigned proprietors of 


land, traders and manufacturers of the town and neighbourhood 
of Clonmel, was preſented to the houſe and read ; ſetting forth, 


that the town of Clonmel, for a conſiderable time paſt, bas been 
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ely to become a place of extenſive trade; that its ſituation on 
the banks of the Suir, a large navigable river, and in the heart of 
a moſt fertile country, has eſſentially contributed to render ſaid 
town a very eligible mart for all kinds of grain,' which are pur- 
chaſed and ſent hence to Dublin by the Grand Canal, and coaſt- 
ways alſo to a variety of foreign markets, both in a manufactured 
and unmanufactured ſtate, and in ſuch great abundance that ſaid 
town and its environs may, without any exaggeration, be con- 
fidered one of the greateſt, if not the beſt, corn market in the 
kingdom, from which not. only Clonmel and the county of Tip- 
perary, but the neighbouring counties; and the kingdom in ge- 
neral, derive material advantage; that the tow-path or track-way 
of ſaid river, which is abſolutely neceſſary for the purpoſes of its 
navigation, has been by floods and various cauſes rendered nearly 
impaſſable in many places for the horſes to haul up the boats, 


and unleſs ſpeedily repaired, and kept in repair, will cauſe the trade 
of the ſaid town to be materially injured, if not totally deſtroy- 


ed; and therefore praying the grand jury of the county of Tip- 
perary may he enabled to preſent from time to time, ſuch ſums 
as ſhall appear neceſſary for the improvement of the ſaid tow- 
paths or track-way, to be levied on the county at large, and ac- 
counted for as all other county charges are, | 


5 —2—— 
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Mr. Gaarrax moved, “That the proper officer do lay before 
the houſe, a liſt of the preventive ſurveyors appointed by govern- 
ment for the ſuppreſſion of private diſtilleries, the report whereon 
that eſtabliſument was founded, and the amount of the ſalaries 
and other expences thereof.'* 


Sir Lucius O'Britn ſaid that much injury might enſue by 
expoling any ſecret repreſentation on which the eſtabliſhment 


Mr. Masox ſaid he was certain it never could be the intention 
of his right honourable friend [Mr. Grattan] to expoſe any pri- 
vate or confidential communication; his object could be only to 
aſcertain the general principle of the meaſure, and the expenee 
thereby incurred. pe: 


The motion paſſed unanimouſly. 


growing in commerce and manufactures, and, if encouraged, is 
ik 
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A petition of Bartholomew O' Donnoghue, John Anderſon 
and Henry Forteſcue, of the city of Cork, merchants, was pre- 
ſented to the houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the petitioners. 
have entered into a contract for the conveyance of his majeſty's 
mail between Dublin and Cork, on a plan ſimilar to that lately 
adopted in England, and in order to carry the ſame into effect, 
have gone to a very conſiderable expence in providing coaches, 
horſes, and other neceſſaries; that the petitioners intended to 
commence running ſaid coaches on-the 5th of April next; in full 
hope that, by that time, the truſtees of the different turnpike 
roads would, in compliance with his excellency the lord lieute- 
nant's circular letters to the different high ſheriffs, iſſued laft ſum- 
mer, have cauſed the roads to be completely repaired ; that upon 
a late-minute inſpection of the roads, particularly between Kil- 
kenny and Clogheen, the petitioners are much diſappointed to 
find the neceſſary repairs have been neglected, and in many in- 
ſtances they continue ſo bad and ſo extremely narrow as to render 
it impoſſible for two carriages to paſs, even by day-light, without 
the utmoſt danger of one or both being overſet into the deep 
trenches on either ſide; that upon application to the turnpike 
boards the petitioners were given to underſtand they had not ſuf- 
ficient funds for accompliſhing the repairs ſo eſſential to the ſuc- 
ceſs of this undertaking ; that under theſe difficulties the peti- 
tioners have too great cauſe to fear that an eſtabliſhment of ſo 
great public utility, will be entirely defeated without the aid and 
interpoſition of parliament ; in confirmation of theſe facts the 
petitioners humbly beg leave to refer to a report of the preſent 
ſtate of the poſt roads lately preſented by the poſt-maſters gene- 
ral; and therefore praying relief. 


Lord KILWARIIV ſaid that if the mail coaches were ſuffered 
to paſs on the northern turnpike roads toll free, the conſequences 
would be the total ruin of theſe roads; nor would it be poſſible for 
the truſtees to pay the intereſt of their debt, or give the ſmalleſt 
repair to the roads, as the mail coaches would operate to their 
injury in a two fold manner-—firſt, by wearing the roads, to the 
repair of which they did not contribute by a toll; and next, by 
preventing the uſe of poſt-chaiſes, the tolls on which were the prin+ 
cipal ſource of the turnpike fund. 3 5 


Mr. Poxsox zu replied, that it could be of little importance 
whether his majeſty's mails were conveyed in a cart ora coach; 
both muſt be equally exempt from turnpike toll. 


A petition of the high ſheriff, grand jury, gentlemen, clergy 
and freeholders of the county of Kildare, aſſembled at the aſſizes 
for ſaid county the 13th day of March 1789, ſigned by the ſheriff, 
was preſented to the houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the peri. 
tioners have obſerved with very great concern, the alarming pro- 


; 
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greſs of crimes within their county, which, upon the fulleſt delibe. 
ration of the grand jury of the county, has been imputed by their 
reſolutions entered into at their aſſizes, to the indiſcriminate per. 
miſſion to vend malt and ſpirituous liquors granted to obſcure and 
diſorderly houſes, ere, a moſt pernicious „ e has been 
afforded to vagabonds and rogues of every deſcription to aſſemble 
at unſeaſonable hours to indulge drunkenneſs without reſtraint, 
and to debauch the morals and corrupt the honeſty of the labori. 
ous and induftrious body of the people ; that they preſume to 
ſuggeſt to the houſe that this great and growing evil may be re- 
medied by empowering the magiſtrates of this kingdom to con · 
troul effeQually all abuſes in the ſale of malt and ſpirituous li. 
quors within their reſpective diſtris z that this being an object 
of the firſt conſequence to the peace and proſperity of this coun- 
try, the petitioners cannot entertain a doubt that the repreſenta- 
tive body of the people will beſtow upon it ſuch conſideration as 
in their wiſdom ſhall provide an adequate relief from a grievance 
that threatens in its confequences to involve the ſafety and induſtry 
of the people of this kingdom in ruin and diforder; and therefore 
praying the houſe will take the matter into conſideration, and 
make ſuch order therein as to their wiſdom ſhall ſeem fit. 


Mr. GzaTTan preſented to the houſe, according to order, a 

bill for the better ſecuring the freedom of elections of members to 
ſerve in parliament, by diſabling certain officers employed in the 
collection or management of his majeſty's revenues from giving 
their votes at ſuch election; which was received and read the 


firſt time. 


Mr. SEcrETARY HoBart informed the houſe, that he was 
directed by his excellency the lord lieutenant to deliver the fol- 
lowing meſſage to the houſe : | 


% NUGENT BUCKINGHAM, 

„His majeſty having appointed Thurſday the 23d of this in- 
ſtant April, to be obſerved as a day of public thankſgiving to Al- 
mighty God, for that ſignal interpoſition of his good providence 
which hath removed from his majefty the late illneſs with which 
he had been afflicted; and a proclamation having been iſſued by 
the lord lieutenant and the privy council of this kingdom for the 
ſolemn obſervance of that day, I intend to go to the cathedral of 
Chriſt Church to atteng divine ſervice upon that occaſion, and 
bave given the neceſſary orders for providing convenient places in 
the ſaid cathedral for the members of this houſe. 
The > | N. B.“ 
It was ordered that the ſaid meſſage be entered in the journals 
of the houſe. ; 


It was then reſolved that the humble thanks of the houſe be 
returned to his excellency the lord lieutenant, for eommunicating | 
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of 10, oool. in the ſaid ſtock has but one repie 
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to the houſe his intention of going to the cathedral of Chrift 


Church upon the day appointed for public thankſgiving, and for 
having been pleaſed to give orders for providing convenient places 
in the ſaid cathedral for the members of the houſe. 


It was ordered that Lord Delvin, Lord Headfort, Mr. Burgh, 
Mr. Hayes of Avondale, Mr. Corry and Mr. Frederick Trench, 
be appointed a committee to confider of the manner of the houſe 
going to Chriſt Church on Thurſday the 23d day of this inftant 
April, and of ſuch regulations as may be neceſſary to be obſerved 
for the preſervation of order upon that occaſion. — 


A petition of the company of undertakers of the Grand Canal, 
Turner Camac chairman, Richard Baggs ſecretary, was 
preſented to the houſe and read; ſetting forth that the petitioners 
were incorporated by act of parliament in the year 1772, but the 
proviſions in the ſaid act are inadequate to the good government 
of the affairs of the ſaid company, whereby the extenſion of in- 
land navigation is greatly checked and impeded; that when the 
ſaid company were firſt incorporated there was no ſubſcriber of 
more than 1000l. in the ſaid ſtock, ſave the corporation of the 
city of Dublin, who ſubſcribed 10,000l. therein, and each ſub- 
ſcriber of 1000l. was declared entitled to four votes, and the cor- 


| poration of Dublin was declared entitled to twenty votes by twen- 


ty repreſentatives, ſo long as ſaid corporation ſhould be poſſeſſed 
of 10,0001. of the ſaid ſtock, but no proviſion was made for an 
equal repreſentation of the property of ſuch perſons as ſhould 
thereafter poſſeſs more than 1oool. ſo that a der proprietor 

entative and four 
votes, whilſt the corporation of Dublin, as proprietors of - the like 
ſum of 10,0001 have twenty repreſentatives and twenty votes ; 
that the petitioners beg leave humhly to repreſent, that it appears 
by the Britiſh acts of parliament relative to inland navigations, 
that in the Engliſh canals the property of individuals is repre- 
ſented in proportion to their ſtock to the extent in large naviga- 
tions of thirty, forty, fifty, and in one of the laſt eſtabliſhed na- 


vigations, of an unlimited number of votes; that the affairs of the 


petitioners have hitherto been conducted by forty-one directors, 
choſen from the company at large, without qualification or re- 
ſponſibility, and without the power of appointing any officer or 
ſervant of the company, or of removing any ſuch officer or ſervant 
for any offence whatſoeyer, whereas the Britiſh navigations are 
conducted by limited, reſponſible and efficient committees ; that 
the petitioners cannot receive a permanent remedy in the premiſe: 
but by the aid of parliament ; and therefore praying the Louſe to 

take the premiſes into confideratian, and to paſs ſuch bill for 
granting ſuch repreſentation of the property of individuals as' may 
equalize the ſame to the repreſentation of the property of the cor- 
poration of the city of Dublin in the ſaid Rock, and for eſtabliſh. 
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ing ſuch limited direction for the good management of the affairs 
of the petitioners as to the houſe ſhall ſeem meet. | 


Mr. Haren ſaid he denied that the paper preſented was the 
petition of the Grand Canal company, or contained their ſenſe, 
After worrying the company for many months in the purſuit of 
patronage and power, gentlemen had come to a diviſion on the 
_ queſtion of a petition yeſterday; but he denied that the majority 
of the company were in favour of the paper preſented ; upon a 
ſcrutiny it would be found, that the majority of the company 
were perfectly ſatisfied with the law which the wiſdom of parlia- 
ment had deviſed for their regulations, and that the innovation 
was only defired by ſome, as a means of obtaining power. That 
the paper now offered to the houſe was not the petition of the 
Grand Canal company, muſt be manifeſt to every man who would 
take the trouble to look upon it ; it had not the corporation ſeal; 
the ſeal affixed to it muſt be that of ſome private perſon ; it bore 
no reſemblance to the ſeal on a canal debenture which he held in 
his hand. ; | 


Mr. O'Nxil faid that it was certain the ſeal affixed to the pe- 
tition was not that generally uſed by the corporation, but that 
circumſtance aroſe from the perſon who had the cuſtody of the 
ſal refuſing to affix it; the company had voted that another ſeal 
ſhould be uſed for the preſent purpoſe, and this, by law, they were 
warranted to do.—He then moved that leave be given to bring in 
a bill purſuant to the prayer of the petition. | 


Sir Joan BragvixxE ſaid it was, unuſual to propoſe a bill in 
the firit inftance ; he believed the practice of the houſe was, to 
refer the petition to a committee, and upon their reporting that 
the petitioners had proved their allegations, then to give leave to 
inttoduce a bill. 5 a 


Mr. Gz1FziTH obſerved, that as there was no counter peti- 
tion, it might not be neceſſary to go through ſo much form; the 
circumſtances complained of were matters of fact, contained in 
certain acts of parliament, and to remedy them it was neceſſary 
that a bill ſhould be introduce. 1 


Sir Joux BLaquiers ſaid he did not now mean to enter into 
the merits of the bill propoſed, his objection was merely to the 
improper mode of proceeding. c 


Mr. Haren ſaid it was impoſſible that there could have been 
any counter-petition to the paper preſented; even if that paper 
were the petition of the company; the deciſion upon it was after 
mid -night laſt night, when he, and all the company, except very 
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ſew, had retired ; and it was impoſſible to aſſemble the compan 
ſince that time. 
Leave was given to bring in the bill. 


Tnuxs pax, ArRII 16, 1789. 


The Houſe went into a committee of ſupply, Mr. Maſon in 
the chair. | | 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExCHEQUER moved that Mr. 
Maſon do leave the chair, report progreſs, and aſk leave to ſit 
again to-morrow. He ſtated as his reaſon for this motion, that 
he intended to-morrow to propoſe a new tax on the admiſſion of 
barrifters and attornies, and it was his wiſh to give timely notice, 
in order that gentlemen might have time to conſider the matter, 
and be prepared to offer their objections, if any ſeemed neceſſary. 
He ſaid the meaſure had been ſuggeſted to him by ſeveral gentle- 
men of character in the reſpective profeſſions, and he adopted it 
on their repreſentation, rather as a meaſure of regulation, than a 
principle of taxation. 


Mr. Joux Wor rx aſked how the tillage duties were to be ap- 
propriated ? 


The Cnanceiior or THe Excnrques faid that matter 
ſhould be fully explained when the buſineſs came before the houſe, 


Mr. GraTTan deſired to know to what purpoſe the additional 
tax on the admiſſion of attornies and barriſters was to be applied? 


The CHanceLLoR or THE ExcHEqueR faid to the increaſe 
of the national revenue. ; | 


Mr. GxArrax ſaid he was againſt the meaſure of extending 
taxation without ſpecifying ſome purpoſe of appropriation as re- 
pugnant to propriety, and to the line profeſſed by the konourabte 
gentleman himſelf. _ 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExXCHEQUER declared it was not 
his wiſh to increaſe taxation, and if gentlemen were averſe” to the 
meaſure when it came before the houſe, he would moſt readily 
withdraw it. There had been frequent and general complaints 
of the ill conſequence of irregularity in the admiſſion of improper * 
perſons, and he had heard from profeſſional gentlemen, fince ke 
came into the houſe, that the want of regulation was an intolera- 
ble grievance, 

The queſtion was put on the motion, which was carried ; 
and the houſe being reſumed, reported progreſs, and obtained 
leave to fit to-morrow. | 
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A petition of the grand jury of the county of Limerick, at 
lent aſſizes 1789, aſſembled, was preſented to the houſe and read; 
ſetting forth, that the petitioners have been obliged by a law now 
ſubſiſting to preſent the ſum of 40l. for a popiſh conforming prieſt; 
that the ſaid conforming prieſt has been a charge on the county 
of Limerick ſince his conformity in the year 1769, a period of 
twenty years; that the petitioners apprehend and believe it was 
the intention of the legiſlature to impoſe ſuch ſum of 4ol. as an 
annual charge on ſuch county where ſuch conforming prieſt ſhould 
reſide, only to give him a ſupport till he could be provided for by 
the archbiſhop or biſhop of the dioceſe, which the legiſlature ſup- 
poſed they would of courſe do within a reaſonable time; and 
therefore praying that the ſaid act may be fo modified as to leave 
it in the breaſt of the grand juries of each county to make or 
refuſe ſuch preſentment, where either the perſon applying ſhall 
be an unworthy object, or where the archbiſhop or biſhop of his 
diocele ſhall not make a proviſion for him within a reaſonable 
time. 


The Honourable Dex1s Baowne objected to the reception 
of the petition, as veſting a diſcretionary power injurious to the 
inhabitants of the county at large. He ſaid he recollected in the 
county that he repreſented, gol. to be granted almoſt every aſſizes, 
for ſome years, for ſimilar purpoſes ; and he ſaid it was an en- 
couragement to impoſtors, as any ruffian, be his morals ever ſo 
depraved,. who, could procure an ordination in the church of 
Rome, had only to gonform and become a tax upon the inhabi- 
rants of a county, 


Mr. W. B. Poxsowny ſaid it was a motion to which the faith 
of the public was pledged—a premium for conformation, and the 
encouragement of the proteſtant religion and ought therefore to 
be provided for. 


Mr. Masox faid he ſubmitted to his honourable friend ['Sir 
Henry Hartſtonge] whether a bill was not neceſſary on the oc- 
caſton ? | 


Sir Hexxy HazTsSTONGE then moved for leave to bring in a bill. 


Sir EbwARD CrorTox objected to the introduction of a bill, 
as looking like acknowledging a breach of faith in the houſe; he 
thought the proviſion might be made without a bill. 


Mr. Bus ut ſaid he thought the number of applicants in this 
way very confined, and not of ſuch importance as to create any 
claim on the ſcore of national expence. In the county where he 
reſided, there had been but one in the laſt twenty-five years. 
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The Honourable Dex1s Browne ſaid though that had been 
the caſe in the county where the honourable gentleman reſided, it 
was extremely different in that which he lived in, as 40l. was 
granted almoſt every aſſizes, but at leaſt 60l. per annum on an 
average for ſeveral years. The law on this ſubject, he obſerved, 
would expire in two years, and he therefore ſubmitted whether it 
was worth while to introduce a particular bill, when by a new law 
at the conſummation of that time, ſome general principle might 
be adopted. | 


Sir HENRY HarxTSTONGE withdrew his motion. 


A petition of the there underfigned ſubſcribers, on behalf of 
themſelves and the reſt of the ſubſcribers for completing a navi- 
gable canal from Belturbet to Enniſkillen, through Lough Erne, 
to near the town of Belleek, and from thence by a ſtill- water na- 
vigation to Ballyſhannon, was preſented to the houſe and read ; 
ſetting forth, that the execution of this work will procure a per- 
fe& navigation for about fifty-five miles in length, and open an 
eaſy, cheap and ſafe communication for that ſpace for the con- 
veyance of all articles imported into Ballyſhannon, to the interior 
parts of the counties of Fermanagh, Cavan, Monaghan and Don- 
negal, and alſo afford the ſame accommodation for all articles pro- 
duced in thoſe and the adjoining counties for exportation at Bal- 
lyſhannon, by which the manufaQuures and agriculture of thoſe 
parts will be conſiderably encouraged and extended, as mill ſites, 
with the moſt powerful force of water, and the greateſt reſervoirs 
for ſupplying them, are in the line contiguous to this intended na- 
vigation, ſuperior to any other part of this kingdom ; that the 
whole expence of this very important undertaking 1s eſtimated at 
15,0001. and the ſubſcribers hope that when the great advantages 
which muſt ariſe therefrom to the public are conſidered, that it 
will appear juſtly entitled, with other works of that nature, to a 
ſhare of the public encouragement, and the aid and protection of 
the houſe, as with whatever ſupport this undertaking now receives 
from the houſe, the remainder of the ſum to complete it will be 
advanced by the ſubſcribers; and therefore praying the counte- 
nance and ſupport of the houſe. 


A petition of the governors and guardians of the hoſpital for 
the relief of poor lying-in women in Dublin, under their common 
ſeal, was preſented to the houſe and read; ſetting forth, that by 
an act of the twenty-fifth year of the king an additional rent or 
duty of 11. 15s. 6d. per annum on every private licenſed ſedan 
chair within the city of Dublin, was granted to the petitioners, | 
thereon to raiſe a certain ſum or ſums, to complete certain 
rooms of public reception, which would produce a permanent 
and ſecure fund for the effectual ſupport of that general and 
uſeful charitable inſtitution entruſted to the care of the peti- 
tioners ; that the petitioners, by unwearied diligence, and by 
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publiſhing the names of the proprietors of ſaid private ſedan 
qhairs, have rendered the duties ariſing from them regular and 
productive; the petitioners beg leave to ſtate, that in the laſt 
year, 1788, the number of patients actually relieved was one 
thouſand four hundred and ſeventy-three, and that in the year 
1778, the number did not exceed nine hundred and fixty-one, be- 
ing five hundred and twelve leſs than at preſent, and that the 
principal ſupport muſt be derived from the completing the works, 
now in ſuch forwardneſs as to be honoured by the public approba- 
tion; that in order to procure ſuch ſupport, and to carry into 
effe& the original purpoſes and intentions of ſaid grant, peti- 
tioners humbly hope to be permitted to ſurrender the duties ariſ- 
ing from ſaid private licenſed ſedan chairs, and to receive in de- 
bentures at the rate of three and a half per cent. per annum ſuch 
equivalent as may be judged expedient. | 


Mr. CuaxrrSs O*'NetLL preſented to the houſe, according to 
order, a bill for amending an act, entitled an act for enabling cer- 
tain perſons to carry on and complete the Grand Canal ; which 
was received and read the firſt time, | 


Mr. SzcatTary Hoax preſented to the houſe, according 
to order, a bill for puniſhing mutiny and deſertion, and for the 
better payment of the army and their quarters within this king- 
dom; which was received and read the firſt time. 


A petition of the perſons whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, 
was preſented to the houſe and read; ſetting forth, that the peti- 
tioners are ready to undertake the making of floating and graving 
docks for the ſafe lying and repairing of ſhipping at the propoſed 
termination of the Grand Canal near the Marine-ſchool, according 
o the plan of Mr. Jeſſop, laid before the houſe, on the follow- 
ing conditions, viz. that the petitioners may be incorporated by 
the name of the undertakers of the Buckingham docks; that 
fimilar rates and dues, to the rates and dues payable to the cor- 
poration of Liverpool, for the eſtabliſhment and ſupport of the 
* docks, may be granted to the petitioners; that the 
petitioners may be empowered ee by private contract or 
value by jury the ground neceſſary for making the ſaid docks, 
with quays, ſtore-yards and ware-houſes, according to the ſaid 
plan, in the ſame manner as lands are purchaſed by the commiſ- 
fioners for making wide and convenient the ſtreets of Dublin, and 
that they may be allowed to build thereupon, or otherwiſe to diſ- 
poſe of the ſame as they ſhall find convenient; that the petitioners 
may be allowed the free uſe of ſuch water from the Grand Canal, 
as may be neceſſary for ſupplying the ſaid docks, provided the 
ſame can be taken without detriment to the ſaid canal, the com- 
pany of undertakers of the Grand Canal conſenting thereto; that 
the petitioners eſtimate the expence of making ſaid docks at the 
leaſt at the ſum of 60,0001. one-half whereof the petitioners 
humbly conceive to be a proper inducement to them to undertake 
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the ſame, to be paid to the petitioners in manner following, 
that is to ſay, upon proof of the expenditure thereon, by the 
etitioners before the commiſſioners of impreſt accounts of every 
ſum of 5 ol. of their own property, the petitioners ſhall be en- 
titled to receive the like ſum of 5o0ol. out of the funds appro- 
priated to the encouragement of inland navigation, for the ex- 
penditure of which ſum of 5ool. ſo received the petitioners will 
alſo account in like manner ; and the petitioners are willing to 
undertake ſaid work, ſo ſoon as an act of parliament ſhall paſs 
appropriating a ſufficient portion of ſaid fund to the payment of 
a ſum not exceeding 30,000). 


The houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on the application 
of the tillage duties, Mr. Marcus Beresford in the chair. 


The CHANCELLOR OF TRE ExcHEqQuer ſaid he wiſhed to 
appriſe the houſe, that he was about to lay down an entire new 
ſyſtem. It was his wifh to provide efficiently for the different 
purpoſes which appeared to merit national encouragement, and 
for which claims had been lodged and acceded to by the houſe, 
and to which the tillage duties thereto appropriated were totally 
inſufficient. The ſum of money for the grant of which he was 
now about to move, would, he truſted, be amply ſufficient to 
all the purpoſes which the houſe had thought proper to patroniſe. 
Though he deſpaired of being able to ſatisfy the whole number 
of claimants that might poſſibly appear, the great principle he 
wiſhed to lay down with regard to the navigations, in aid of 
which claims ſhould come before parliament, was that no public 
money ſhould be granted until a greater ſum had been expended 
or actually embarked by the proprictors of fuch works. A 
former propoſal had been made, he obſerved, for the undertakers 
of ſuch works to receive from parliament one proportion in fix of 
the amount of their eſtates. That which he was about to pro- 
poſe offered one in three. There were already granted from the 
tillage duties $oool. per annum for eight years to come, but from 
the portions in which it was neceſlary to divide this ſum, it was 
in fact thrown away, as the works of each went out of repair be- 
fore ſufficient ſupport was attained to conduct them. He there- 
fore thought that by granting a ſufficient ſum at once to govern- 
ment, and giving them the direction of appropriating ſuch ſums 
as ſhould appear to be neceſſary, the end would be more effectually 
anſwered, He ſaid it was unneceſſary to expatiate on the great 
utility of canal conveyance. He profeſſed that he did not offer 
the meaſure as his own, nor as that in which the crown could be 
intereſted, but as a meaſure of national utility, and if the houſe. 
did not concur in the principle of the ſyſtem, he would moſt rea- 
dily withdraw it. | 

He then proceeded to ſtate the purport of the reſolutions he 
was about to propoſe to the committee. He thought the ſum of 
8000l. annually ariſing from the tillage duties wholly inefficient. 
He ſaid the eſtimates already ſubmitted to the houſe on claims for 
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inland navigations amounted to 551, 00l. There were fince 
come in other claims amounting to 38, oool. more, making in 
all 5g,oool. He therefore thought 200, oool. would be adequate 
to every claim. 


Mr. Mascus BeRESTORD reported from the committee that 
they had made ſome progreſs and defired leave to lit again. 


Fxipav, APRIL 17, 178g. 


The houſe went into a committee to conſider of further ways 
and means, Mr. Maſon in the chair. | 


The Cnancer:rior oF THE ExcHEQUER moved the feveral 
reſolutions for continuing the uſual duties from the 25th of May 
1789, to the 25th of March 1790, all of which were agreed to. 


SarvrDay, Arzir. 18, 1789. 
Mr. Mazcus BrzesrorD brought up the revenue bill. 


Mr. Jonx WorLFe ſaid that he had a few days ago preſented 
to the houſe a petition from the high ſheriff and grand jury of the 
county of Kildare, complaining of the indiſcriminate grant of li- 
cenſes by the commiſſioners of the revenue, for the ſale of ſpiritu- 
ous liquors, and of the evil conſequences ariſing therefrom ; he 
would therefore move a clauſe founded on that petition, that no 
licence ſhould be granted without a certificate, ſigned by two ma- 
giltrates, firſt being had. ; 


Mr. Bus nx ſaid he was of opinion that this would be giving 
too great a power to the magiſtrates, and he inſtanced a caſe 
where a juſtice of peace had refuſed ſigning a certificate for 
twenty-ſeven publicans, without the leaſt cauſe whatever. 


Mr. BextsForD ſaid ſeveral caſes had occurred where publi- 
cans had been refuſed a certificate from the magiſtrate, and on 
their applying to the board for a ſpecial licence, in that caſe the 
board always wrote to the magiſtrate to know why he refuſed 
figning the certificate; and if it was a ſatisfactory one, the li- 
cence was withheld. He ſaid the whole amount of ſpecial li- 
cences granted for theſe ſeven years paſt, was but eighty- two, 

in which were included thirty-one granted in the town of Down- 
patrick, where the magiſtrate refuſed Ggning for no other rea- 
fon than that he thought it was againſt his conſcience. He here, 
he ſaid, took an opportunity of defending the preſent ſyſtem 
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of laws reſpecting the diſtilleries in this kingdom. He ſtated 
that the diſtilleries, which a few years ago produced but 63, oool. 
will this year produce a revenue of 175, oool. and this he took 
from the average of the produce of the months of January and 
February laſt, which amounted to 44, oool. He ſaid that not- 
withitanding all the outcry and unmerited abuſe conſtantly thrown 
out againſt the revenue code, the diſtilleries of this country were 
increaſing to a very great and productive degree. 


The clauſe was negatived without a diviſion. 


Mr. HARTLEVY mentioned the ſeverity that the brewers of this 
city lay under from ſeveral obnoxious clauſes in the revenue- 
bill. He ſaid it was their intention to have petitioned the honſe 
for a repeal of them, but they deſpaired of obtaining any redreſs, 
as their applications hitherto for relief were of no avail, 


Mr. BERESTORD ſaid that for his part, both as a member of 
parliament, a commiſſioner of the revenue, and as a gentleman, 
he had ever treated the brewers of this city with proper reſpect. 
He mentioned that he was at one time conſidered by the brewers 
ſuch a friend to their buſineſs, that they not only voted him their 
thanks, but alſo gave him the freedom of their corporation in a 


gold box. 


Lord KILwARLIx preſented to the houſe, according to order, 
a bill for the better regulating the election of members to ſerve in 
parliament, and for repealing the ſeveral acts of parliament therein 
after mentioned; which was received and read the firſt time. 


Mr. Joux WiLLiam FosTER preſented to the houſe, accord- 
ing to order, a bill for amending the laws for improving and re- 
pairing the turnpike road from Dublin to Dunleer ; which was 
received and read the firſt time. 


The CuAxcklrox or THE ExXCHEQUER preſented to the 
houſe, according to order, a bill for granting unto his majeſty, his 
heirs and ſucceſſors, an additional duty on hides, beer, ale and 
other goods and merchandizes therein mentioned, and for prohi- 
biting the importation of all gold and filver lace, except of the 
manufacture of Great Britain, and of all cambricks, lawns and 
glaſs, except of the manufacture of Great Britain and France, 
and the French dominions in Europe, and of all hops, except of 
the growth of Great Britain and the Britiſh plantations, 


A bill for granting unto his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
certain duties upon malt. 18 


A bill for granting to his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, ſe- 
veral duties therein mentioned, to be levied by the commiſſioners 
for managing the ſtamp duties. | | Foy. 
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A bill for granting to his majeſty, his heirs and ſacceffors, cer- 
tain duties and rates upon the poſtage and conveyance of all letters 
and packets within this kingdom. 


Which were received and read the firſt time. 


Mr. Mazxcus Brxxsroxp, reported from the committee of 
the whole Houſe, to whom it was referred to conſider further of 
the application of the tillage duties, the reſolutions which the 
committee had directed him to report to the Houſe. | 


Reſolved that it is the opinion of this committee, 


That the annual funds ariſing from the tillage duties being in- 
ſufficient to complete the different navigations, * the carrying on 
of which applications are now made to parliament, it will be expe- 
dient to ifſue debentures, bearing an intereſt after the rate of 41, 
per cent. per annum, to be granted to the ſubſcribers or bodies 
corporate for carrying on navigations, under certain conditions and 
reſtrictions, and to a certain amount; and that the ſaid duties ſo 
granted ſhall ceaſe from and after the 24th day of June next. 


That ſuch grants be made to ſuch ſubſcribers or bodies corpo- 
rate only as ſhall expend cf rheir own money in the proportion of 
two parts for one which they fhall receive of the public money; 
and that the one- third part ſhall not be paid until proof ſhall be 
made, before the commiſhoners of impreſt accounts, of the expen- 
diture of the other two parts; and that the ſaid ſubſcribers or 
bodies corporate ſhall prove before the commiſſioners of impreſt 
accounts the expenditure of ſaid one-third part before they ſhall 
be entitled to receive any further payment for having carried on 
ſaid works. 


That no ſubſcribers or bodies corporate ſhall be entitled to any 


ſach grant of the public money who ſhall not have depoſited in 


the bank of Ireland one-fifth part of the money ſo by them fub- 
ſcribed for completing ſaid work (in ſix months after the 24th of 
June next) or, in the caſe of bodies corporate, ſhall not have prov- 
ed that they have expended” a ſum not leſs than ten per cent. on 
the work, for which fuch ſubſcribers or bodies corporate have or 
ſhall undertake in the ſame period ; and that if ſuch depoſite ſhall 
have been ſo made, and if the whole or any part ſhall not be ex- 
pended as aforefaid on ſuch works in eighteen months from the 
time of making ſuch depoſite, that then ſuch depoſite, or ſuch 
part of it not expended in ſuch time, ſhall be forfeited, and applied 
in ſuch manner as parliament ſhall direct. : 


That no higher toll than three halfpence per mile be paid on 
every ton weight of corn, meal, malt or flour to be brought to 
Dublin on any new canal connected with the Grand Canal or the 
rivers Liffey, . Barrow or Shannon, not leſs diſtant from Dublin 
than ten miles beyond Banagher if on the river Shannon, and ten 
miles below Athy if on the river Barrow, 
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That debentures ſhall not be iſſued for any greater ſum in any 
one year for the purpoſes aforeſaid than the ſum of 25, oool. but 
that the perſon applying for the iſſuing of ſuch debentures, agree- 
able to the aforeſaid reſolutions, ſhall receive ſuch debentures in 
the ſubſequent year, according to the priority of time in which 
the application for ſuch debentures were made. 


That whatever balances may be in the vice treaſurers or collec- 
tors hands of the ſaid tillage duties on the 24th day of June next, 
and all arrears due thereon, ſhall be applicable, in the firſt inſtance, 
to all charges which now are or may become due on ſaid duties; 
and that any debt or debts on ſaid duties remaining unſatisfied on 
ſaid day, it ſhall and may be lawful for the vice treaſurer or vice 
treaſurers, his or their deputy or deputies, to iſſue debentures, 
bearing an intereſt after the rate of 41. per cent. per annum to 


diſcharge ſaid debt or demand. 


That the debentures to be iſſued for the purpoſes of navigation 
ſhall not exceed in the whole the ſum of 200, oool. 


That if the charges on ſaid ſum of 200,000). ſhall not amount 
to the whole of ſaid ſum, the proportion not applied for ſhall be 
granted to ſuch future applications, for the purpoſes of navigation 
only, as ſhall meet the approbation of this houſe, and ſhall be de- 
pclited with the clerk of this houſe before the firſt day of the 
meeting of parliament in the year 1791. 


That debentures to the amount of 20,000]. bearing an intereſt 
of gl. per cent. per annum, be iſſued to the undertakers for com- 
pleting the navigation of the river Barrow. - 


That debentures to the amount of 8, zool. bearing an intereſt 
of 41. per cent. per annum, be iſſued to the company of under- 
takers for completing the navigation of the river Shannon from 
Limerick to Killaloe. 


That debentures to the amount of 57,100l. bearing an inte- 
reſt of 41. per cent. per annum, be iſſued to the company of un- 


dertakers of the grand canal, for completing a navigation from 
the grand canal to the river Shannon at or near the town of 


Banagher. | 


That debentures to the amount of 10,0001. bearing an intereſt 
of 41. per. cent. per annum, be iſſued to the company of under- 
takers of the grand canal, for completing a navigation from the 
Grand Canal to the river Liffey by the circular road. 


That debentures to the amount of 66, oool bearing an intereſt 
of 41. per cent, per annum, be iſſued to the ſubſcribers for com- 
. a navigable canal from Dublin to Tarmonbury on the river 
Shannon. 


That debentures to the amount of 12, 500l. bearing an intereſt. 
of 41. per cent. per annum, be iſſued to. the ſubſcribers to the 
2 2 
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Bovne navigation, for completing a navigation from Drogheda 
to Trim. 


That debentures to the amount of 4000l. bearing an intereſt of 
41. per cent. per annum, be iſſued to the corporation appointed by 
act of parliament for promoting and carry ing on the Newry na- 
vigation, for repairing and improving the ſaid canal. 


That debentures to the amount of 24001. beariug an intereſt of 
Al. per cent. per annum, be iſſued to the county of Kildare canal 
company, for completing a navigable canal from Oſberſtown to 
Naas. 


That debentures to the amount of 3 zool. bearing an intereſt of 
41 per cent. per annum, be iſſued to the county of Kildare canal 
company, for making a canal from Oſberftown canal to Kileullen. 


That debentures to the amount of 5100l. bearing an intereſt of 
al. per cent. per annum, be iſſued to the ſubſcribers for com- 
pleting a navigable canal from Belturbet, through Lough Erne, 
to the fea. 


A petition of certain perſons, whoſe names are thereunto ſub- 
ſcrived, for making an inland navigation from the north ſide of 
the city of Dublin to Tarmonbury on che river Shannon, and to 
the town of Kells, on behalf of themſelves and the reſt of the ſub- 
ſcribers, was preſented to the houſe and read; ſetting forth, that 
the petitioners finding the ſaid line of canal through the county 
of Weſtmeath abounds with great plenty of water, conceive it pe- 
culiarly adapted for furthering the ſcheme of building graving 
docks propoſed by Mr. Jeſſop, which they propoſe to do agrec- 
able to the plan and eſtimate herewith annexed, upon receiving 
the ſum of 32,4971. being half of ſaid eftimate, ander ſuch regu- 
lations and for ſuch tolls as ſhall hereafter be thought proper and 
necefſary ; the advantages to the public, the trade and commerce 
of this city, and to his majelty's revenue, from docks in that fitu- 
ation, are ſo evident that they conceive it is annecellary to ſtate 
them; and therefore praying aid. 


A petition of Turner Camac and others, whoſe names are 
thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented to thc houſe and read; ſetting 
forth, that there has been preſcnted to the houſe a petition from 
the underwritten perfons, ſetting forth, that they are ready to un- 
dertake the making of floating and graving docks for the ſafe ly- 

ing and repairing of ſhipping at the propoſed termination of the 
Grand Canal, near the marine ſchool, according to the plan of Mr. 
Jeſſop, laid before the houſe, on the conditions ſtated in faid pe- 
tition; that from the beſt information the petitioners can obtain, 
ey are fully perſuaded that the execution of the ſaid work mult 
of neceflity exceed the eſtimate in a ſum of not leſs than 30,000]. 
that the petitioners are willing to undertake the building of ſuch 
cocks on condition of their receiving a further aid of one-third 
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part of the ſaid additional ſum of 30,0001. or of ſuch proportion 
thereof as they ſhall actually expend, and in caſe the whole ex- 
penditure ſhall exceed 90,cool. the petitioners are willing to ex- 
pend ſuch excels out of their own property without any parlia- 
mentary bounty whatever; that the petitioners are willing on the 
foregoing conditions to accept of the following rates and dues, 
that is to ſay, for every coaſting veſſel carrying potatoes only, en- 
tering the port of Dublin, 2d. per ton; for every other coaſting 
veſſel 4d. per ton; for every veſſel entering the port of Dublin 
from any port in Great Britain between the Lands End and the 
Shetlands, 4d. per ton; for every veſſel entering the port of 
Dublin from any other port in Great Britain, 6d. per ton; for 
every veſſel entering the port of Dublin from any other port in 
Europe without the Mediterranean, 6d. per ton; for every veſſel 
entering the port of Dublin from any port in Africa, America, 
the Weſt Indies and the Mediterranean, 8d. per ton; for every 
foreign veſlel double rates and dues. And the following aditional 
rates and dues on veſſels entering the docks : for all colliers an ad- 
ditional rate of 2d. per ton; for every veſſel entering the docks 
from any port in Europe (the ports of Great Britain and Treland 
excepted) an additional rate of 3d. per ton; for every veſſel en- 
tering the docks from any port in Africa, America, the Welt- 
Indies and the Mediterranean, an additional rate of 4d. per ton ; 
which rates and dues are conſiderably leſs than thoſe payable at 
either of the ports of Liverpool or Kingſton upon Hull ; and 
therefore praying the houſe to take the premiſes into conſidera- 


tion, and paſs an act for carrying the object of the petition into 
effect. 


The CnAxcEkLLOR OF THE ExcaHrques ſaid, that as the til- 
lage duties were granted now to his majeity, he would move for 
the renewal of them for one year only. When they were appro- 
priated to national purpoſes, they had been granted for twenty- 
one years; but as it was contrary to the ſpirit of the conſtitution 
to grant a ſupply to his majeſty for a longer term than one year, 
though the preſent inſtance might be a fair pretence for violating 
that eſtabliſhed maxim, as the purchaſe of theſe duties for ſixteen 
years had been advanced out of the treaſury for promoting inland 
navigations, yet he would only aſk for the renewal, in the ſame 
manner of the other duties. | 8 

He then moved the duties of which he had given notice yeſter- 


day, upon the admiſſion of barriſters and attornies, 5l. on the 
azdmiſſion of each. 5 
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Monvar, ArRIL 20, 1789. 
At a quarter before five o'clock the Speaker took the chair, 


Sir Hexngy CavetNDisH obſerved that the buſineſs of the houſe 
would never be done, if gentlemen perſiſted in neglecting to attend 
at an early hour: He had been in the houfe for two hours in ex- 
pectation that the chair would be taken much earlier. He wiſhed 
that it might be underſtood, that if at three o'clock there were 
not forty members in the houſe, that it would be immediately ad- 
journed. 


The Sreaxrx ſaid it was his earneſt wiſh that the houſe might 
meet at an early hour, and if the honourable baronet would ap- 
point the time, he would take the chair at that time exactly. 


The CaancEitior oF Tye ExcHEQuer ſaid if the houſe 
- were to meet earlier, it would be very inconvenient to thoſe gen- 
tlemen, who had buſineſs to do in the morning; for his part, he 
had been the whole day preparing a bill, and if the chair had been 
taken ſooner he could not have attended, and he ſuppoſed it might 
be the caſe with many other gentlemen as well as him. 


A petition of William Gleadowe Newcomen and others, whoſe 
names are thereunto ſubſcribed, on behalf of themſelves and the 
reſt of the ſubſcribers for making a navigable canal from Dublin 
to Tarmonbury on the river Shannon, was preſented to the houſe 
and read; ſetting forth, that they have learned with ſatisfaction 
that this houſe have entertained a petition from the ſubſcribers for 
the undertaking a floatiog dock on the ſouth fide of the Liffey, 
praying leave to correct the eſtimate which they had preſented to 
the houſe for that purpoſe ; that the petitioners are of opinion 
{aid undertakers were well warranted in ſo doing, as it is well 
known that works of every kind generally exceed the eſtimates at 
which they are ſtated, and that in a work of this nature it is ſtill 
more liable to ſuch an exceeding than in any other whatſoever ; 
and therefore praying the houſe will extend the ſame indulgence 
towards them, and grant them the ſum of 10,8431. in addition 
to the ſum before aſked from parliament, being the one-third of 
what they conceive the expenſe may go to for finiſhing ſaid work, 
provided it ſhall appear that they ſhall expend of their proper mo- 
© ney, excluſive of 32,4971. a further ſum of 21,6661. or one-third 
of ſuch additional ſum as ſhall be laid out by them under the re- 
gulations and upon the terms heretofore ſtated in their petitions 
to the houſe. | 


The CAN crI Lon or THE ExcCHEQuUER ſaid that there were 
different applications for forming docks, and as he would not wiſh 
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to interfere in any mcaſure relative to the trade of the city, without 
due conſideration, he would poſtpone any proceedings upon that 
ſubject, aud leave the deciſion upon the merits of each petition to 
the lord lieutenant. | 


Mr. Masox reported from the committee of ways and means. 


Upon the reſolution for an additional tax of five pounds on the 
admiſſion of barriſters and attornies, 


Mr. Cuxx ax ſaid that ſuch a tax could never produce any 
good effect, for improper perſons would not be excluded by any 
tax, and it would be an inſuperahle barrier to thoſe whoſe ambi- 
tion might be ſuperior to their finances; to thoſe with whom their 
poverty was, perhaps, the greateſt incentive to diſplay thoſe ta- 
lents by which this nation has been ſo often and ſo gloriouſly or- 
namented—certainly that could not be the intention of govern- 
ment—they had diſclaimed the idea—but it was the paltry re- 
venue they defired. The number of barriſters admitted each year 
might be about forty, that of attornies, about twice the number ; 
and under a government like the preſent, there might be a poſſibi- 
lity of the tax producing 5col. a year. 


Mr. Gong Ponsoxsy deſired to know, if it was not for the 
ſake of the revenue, what inducement was there to defire the tax? 


The CrancELLor oF THE ExcnHtguer ſaid that the only 
reaſon he had for undertaking the buſineſs was, that it had been 
ſuggeſted to him by ſome gentlemen of high legal reſpectahility as 
a neceſſary meaſure. With regard to the infinuation thrown out 
by the learned gentleman, [Mr. Curran] he begged leave to ſet 
him right ; the tax could not be applied to any purpoſe without 
the conſent of parliament, and if the honourable gentleman would 
point out any proper ſubje& to appropriate it to, he would be 
happy in taking his advice. | R 


The Hon. Denis Browne ſaid, that the honourable gentleman 


[Mr. Curran] ought to be more guarded in his expreſſions ; the 


public might be deceived by ſuch aſſertions ; to-morrow, he ſub- 
poſed, his words would blaze forth in the Evening Poſt, and the 


enormities of government would be magnified to the people. 


Mr. Currax ſaid he would not attack government in its weak 
poſts, and for that reaſon he declined anſwering the honourable 
gentleman ; but would be content that the honourable gentle- 
man's anſwer ſhould appear in the newſpapers, and he would give 
him leave to be the harbinger of his own oration. He aſſured 
the gentleman that if he fat but a few days longer in that houſe, 
he would hear a train of the moſt ſhameful extravagancies Jaid 
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open, which might give him an excellent opportunity for diſplay- 
ing his talents in defence of adminiſtration. 


The report was agreed to. 


Mr. Mason reported from the committee of the whole houſe, 
to whom it was referred to contider ſurther of the application of 
the tillage duties, the following reſolutions: 


Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, 


That debentures to the amount of 20, oool. bearing an intereſt 
of 41. per centum per annum, be iſſued to the petitioners for making 
docks on the ſouth ſide of the river Liffey, agreeable to their petition 
preſented to the houſe, and under the conditions and reſtrictions 
ſpecified by this committee, ſo ſoon as the ſaid propoſal ſhall re- 
ceive the approbation of the lord lieutenant for the time being, 
under his ſign manual. 


That debentures to the amount of 10,0001. bearing an intereſt 
of 41. per cent. per annum, be iſſued to the petitioners for making 
docks on the ſouth ſide of the river Litfey. 


That debentures to the amount of 21,633]. bearing an intereſt 


of 41. per cent. per annum, be iſſued to the ſubſcribers for build- 


ing wet and dry docks on the north ſide of the river Liffey. 


Mr. W. B. Ponsoxsyr defired to know whether any of the 
reſolution regarded the perſons who had deſired to lay a tax upon 
the trade of Dublin, under pretence of dock duties. 


The CnaxcELLoR OF THE ExCHEQUER explained to the right 


honourable gentleman, that no reſolution now before the houſe 
could lay a foundation for any tax. There were two ſets of per- 
ſons who had propoſed to undertake the conſtruction of docks, 
one ſet on the ſouth, the other on the north fide of the river; the 
merits of their claims were to be decided by his excellency the 
lord lieutenant, but nothing was farther from his mind than 
to encourage any ſcheme of unneceilary taxation. 


Mr. HazTLEy—lIt will not then be neceſſary for me to preſent 
the petitions which the merchants of Dublin have defired me to 
preſent againſt the ſcheme of taxation ; for as the right honour- 
able gentleman diſclaims any intention of aiding that ſcheme, it 
would be fighting with ſhadows to combat againſt it: at the ſame 
time I am warranted in ſaying, that the merchants of Dublin would 
be extremely glad to ſee proper docks conſtructed in the harbour 
of Dublin, and to pay for the uſe of them, though they would 
look upon it as an intolerable grievance to have every ſhip and 
boat taxed according to its tonnage, whether it went into dock 
or not. 
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Sir Jonx Braqvirae ſaid he was happy to find that the peti- 
tion which he had preſented, for aid to build docks on the north 
ſide, met the approbation of the mercantile intereſt. The in- 
tention of the undertakers of thoſe docks, far from laying.a ge- 
neral tax of tonnage vn all veſſels, went only to charge a reaſon- 
able price to ſuch veſſels as ſhould actually receive the benefit of 
lying in the docks. - | 


TuEsDay, APRIL 21, 1789. 


Lord DELvix reported from the committee appointed to con- 
fider of the manner of the houſe going to Chriſt Church on Thurſ- 
day the 23d inftant, and of ſuch regulations as may be neceſſary 
to be obſerved for the preſervation of order upon that occaſion, 
that having viewed the cathedral of Chriſt Church, they came to 
the following reſolution : 


Reſolved, that it appears to this committee that the ſeats of 


the ſouth fide of the choir of Chriſt Church are moſt convenient 
for the reception of this houſe, as they will contain one hundred 
and eighty perſons. | 


Reſolved, that this houſe do agree with the ſaid committee in 
the ſaid reſolution. | 


Reſolved, that this houſe will go from the Parliament Houſe 
to Chriſt Church, preciſely at eleven o'clock in the morning of 
Thurſday next the 23d inflant, to the ſolemnity of the public 
thankſgiving. 


Reſolved, that the members do go to Chriſt Church in their 
own carriages, with a pair of horſes only to each coach, the 
Speaker excepted. 


Reſolved, that no hackney coaches be permitted. 


Reſolved, that the conſtables and other officers. of the city of 
Dublin do take care that no hackney coaches, carts, cars or drays 
be permitted to be or go between the Parliament Houſe and 
Chriſt Church, on the morning of the 23d inſtant, and that this 
order be ſent to the lord mayor of the city of Dublin, and that 
he ſee the ſame put in execution. 


Reſolved, that for the more orderly proceeding to ſaid ſolem- 
nity, and to prevent diſorder therein, the Speaker with his at- 
tendants do go firſt, and the members coaches do follow his one 
by onc. 


Reſolved, that no member do 90 into the places in the choir 
| 44» ang for this houſe before the Speaker and the houſe come 
thither, 
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Reſolvad, that the ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe do take 
into cuſtody any perſon or perſons, other than the members of this 
houſe, who ſhall preſume to preſs or come into the places in the 
choir of Chriſt Church, provided for the members of this houſe. 


Reſolved, that the Speaker do appoint the ſeveral meſſengers 
and door-keepers, to keep the paſſages to the places provided for 
the members of this houſe. 


The CnaxczriiorR or THE ExcHEqQUER preſented to the 
houſe, according to order, a bill for the promotion and encour- 
agement of inland navigation; which was received and read the 


A petition of the inhabitants of the city of Dublin and liber- 
ties thereof paying taxes, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, 
was preſented to the houſe and read ; ſetting forth, that the peti- 
tioners in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament preferred a petition to the 
houſe, ſtating many grievances under which they laboured in con- 
ſequence of the inſtitution of the police eſtabliſhment of this city 
by the act of the twenty-fixth year of his preſent majeſty ; that 
an act was paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion, entitled an act for rendering 
more effectual ſaid act, by which the taxes originally impoſed on 
the petitioners have been confiderably augmented ; that the peti- 
tioners, notwithſtanding they are loaded with ſuch weight of 
taxes, humbly beg leave to repreſent that they have found, from 
continued experience, -that the ſecurity of the perſons, habita- 
tions and properties of the inhabitants has been rendered more 
precarious and uncertain ſince the eſtabliſhment of ſaid police than 
before ; that the crimes and immoralities to which this city was 
before ſubject, are rather increaſed than diminiſhed, and therefore 
the petitioners are convinced that ſuch eſtabliſhment has by no 
means anſwered the good intention of the legiſlature, but on the 
contrary has been injurious to the civil rights and properties of 
the inhabitants of this city, and to the magiſtracy thereof; that 
from the ſeveral circumitances and facts before ſtated, the peti- 
tioners humbly beg leave to repreſent that no guard whatever, in- 
dependent of and not under the controul of the pariſhioners of the 
reſpective pariſhes, can poſſibly afford ſufficient or ſatisfactory 
ſecurity to the perſons and properties of the citizens of Dublin; 
that an act of parliament was paſſed in the ſeventeenth and 
eighteenth years of his preſent majeſty, entitled an act for im- 
proving the city of Dublin, and the petitioners are humbly of 
opinion that a law founded on the principles of the ſaid act, as 
to a wardmote, would afford a conſtitutional guard for this city, 
effectual for the protection of the inhabitants, at leſs than half the 
expenoe of the preſent police eftabliſhment ; and therefore pray- 
ing that the ſaid acts of the twenty-ſixth year of his preſent ma- 
jeſty of the laſt ſeſſion may be repealed, and that an act may be 
paſſed for eſtabliſning a nightly guard or watch in this city, 
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ſounded upon the principles of the ſaid a& of the ſeventeenth 
and eighteenth of his preſent majeſty. | 


A petition of George L'Eftrange and others, whoſe names 
are thereunto ſubſcribed, in behalf of themſelves and the other re- 
venue officers of Ireland, was preſented to the houſe and read; 
ſetting forth, that the petitioners have ſeen, with infinite ſorrow 
and alarm, a bill introduced into the houſe, intending to deprive 
them of their franchiſe, and to diſgrace them in the eyes of their 
fcllow-citizens ; that the petitioners, with all humility, beg leave 
to repreſent to the honſfe, that by the conſtitution of this realm 
no citizen can be deprived of his franchiſe unleſs he forfeit the 
fame by a crime committed againſt the law; that the houſe of 
commons is in a peculiar degree the guardian of the liberties and 
franchiſes of this realm; that the petitioners are unconſcious of 
having committed any crime againſt the law by accepting his ma- 
jeſty's commiſſion to aſſiſt in the collection of the revenues grant- 
ed to his majeſty by the houſe; that by marking with diſgrace 
the character of revenue officers the houſe will take away the 
greateſt incentive to the true diſcharge of their duty, and here- 
after no man who does not think lightly of character will accept 
of a revenue employment; and therefore praying the houſe, the 
guardian of the rights and franchiſes of the people, will not (be- 
cauſe with juſtice and a due regard to the conſtitution they can. 


not) deprive of their franchiſe, and diſgrace in the eyes of their 


fellow-citizens, a numerous claſs of men, whoſe ſervices are ne- 
ceſſary to the country, who hold their reputation as dear as any | 
other claſs of men within this realm, who have not by any crime 
forfeited their rights as Iriſhmen, I, 

Mr. Jonrxson ſaid his ſentiments ſo perfectly coincided with 
thoſe expreſſed by the numerous and reſpectable claſs of men, 
whoſe petition he had preſented, that he could never ſuppoſe the 
houſe would paſs a bill to deprive them of their deareſt rights as 
citizens; and therefore he would content himſelf with merely 
oppoſing the motion for the committee, unleſs he ſhould hear 


ſome effort to ſupport, by argument, ſuch a pernicious and op- 
preſſive meaſure. 


Mr. GeoRGE Ponsonny deſired to have the petition read 
again, and the names of the perſons figning. 


They were read accordingly : The names were thoſe of moſt 
of the principal officers of the port of Dublin. 


Mr. Masox faid, the honourable gentleman may, from the 
names, perceive that they have been actuated by no influence, but 
their regard to their rights and characters. He will readily ad- 
mit, that if influence had been exerted, a much longer lift might 


| have been produced; as in the caſe of the petition againſt the 


police, this day preſented by an honourable gentleman, 
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Mr. Corincts ſaid he roſe to expreſs a ſincere hope that that 
bill might not paſs into a law; it appeared to him to be evidently 
repugnant to every rule of juſtice ; it militated againſt the prin. 
ciples of the conſtitution ; it was partial, and inconſiſtent with 
that political ſyſtem that is applicable to the preſent ſtate and pe- 
culiar circumſtances of this kingdom. In order to prevent de- 
ſultory arguments, he ſaid he ſhould endeavour to arrange under 
thoſe principal objections, the reaſons he ſhould ſubmit upon the 
ſubject. | | 

He aſked could it be deemed conſiſtent with any rule of juſtice 
to inflict a puniſhment (for he conſidered the intended diſqualiñ- 
cation in that light) without a trial had, without a tittle of evi- 
dence adduced, or any ſpecific charge brought forward againſt 
the ſuppoſed delinquents? Did they recolle& the import of 
the great charter, and did they now intend to violate it, by de- 

priving ſo many of their fellow- ſubjects of the moſt valuable pri- 
vilege annexed to a freehold—that of voting for repreſentatives in 
parliament without any ſemblance of trial per pares, vel per legem 
terre? He was free to admit, that the law of parliament con- 
ſtitutes part of the law of the land; but what law of parliament 
can give ſanction to ſuch a precipitate and arbitrary mode of pro- 


ceeding? What law of parliament is there that gives ſanction to 


the paſſing of a penal act, without either a petition preferred, or 
any reference to a committee, to inveſtigate the ſubject matter of 
complaint, or the evil intended to be redreſſed, without a fingle 
reſolution entered into either after an examination had at the bar, 
or after a report of a committee, whether of fact or of opinion? 
He aſked permiſſion, with great deference to the chair, filled as 
it is at preſent, to ſubmit what he humbly conceived to be the law 
of pariiament. He conceived that by the law of parliament the 
power they are inveſted with is merely a delegated power, and 
that they ought not, without the preſſure of neceſſity, or proof 
the moſt poſitive, haſtily to adopt any meaſure, that in the ſmalleſt 
degree may tend to diminiſh the rights of our conſtituents, much 
leſs in a manner to disfranchiſe ſo numerous a claſs as this bill (if 
paſſed into a law) mult affect. To direct that power againſt the 
hand that created it, was, he conſidered, a ſpecies T political 
ingratitude, that in private life ought to diſgrace and ſtigmatiſe an 
individual; and which, he hoped, never to ſee adopted in that 
aſſembly. He expected to hear it urged, that a law fimilar to 
that now propoſed, has ſubſiſted in a neighbouring kingdom for 
ſeveral years. He ſaid he would adventure to meet the gentlemen 
upon that ground, and then proceeded to ſtate the ſeveral acts in 
the reign of King William, but obſerved they were founded 
upon evidence, and ſpecific charges of the exertion of corrupt in- 
fluence ; he flated in particular the Engliſh journal of the 25th 
of March, 1700, whence it appeared, that a letter of an officer 
of the cuſtoms in the port of Hull was produced and read, wherein 
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he endeavoured to influence an elector of the borough of Great 
Grimby ; this was a letter of menace and promiſes, the officer 
was ſent for in cuſtody, examined at the bar, and after he with- 
drew, the houſe entered into reſolutions that founded the a& of - 
that ſeſſion. From a reviſal of the parliamentary proceedings of 
that kingdom it will appear, that in the firſt inſtance they proceeded. 
on ſpecific charges, ſubſtantiated by proof, and not in the preci- 
pitare and arbitrary manner propoſed. In 1782, a Britiſh a& 


paſſed nearly ſimilar to the bill now in its progreſs ; that bill was 


introduced by Mr. Crewe, who, on the queſtion of committal, 
in order to juſtify the principle of the bill, cited many inſtances 
in which revenue officers had not been permitted to vote according 
to their wiſhes, and of a corrupt interference. Another member 
who ſupported the bill mentioned, that he had made a minute in- 
quiry in the out - ports of the county he had the honour to repre- 
ſent, (Kent) and in which there was a very conſiderable number 
of perſons employed in collecting the revenues, and that enquiry 
furniſhed him with ſeveral inſtances of the exertion of undue in. 
fluence. In addition to this, Sir Philip Jennings Clerk read a 
letter, ſigned North, importing that the votes of all perſons con- 
neted with government were promiſed to a certain candidate; 
and therefore he thought himſelf warranted in afferting, that the 
act in 1782 was ſupported by the ſpecitic charges of corrupt in- 
fluence. He admitted that a bill ſimilar to the preſent was agreed 
to by the commons in a former parliament, but was ſtopped in 
another place; fince that period a general election had intervened. 
Was the houſe beſotted during that convivial adminiftration ? But 
as that adminiſtration and the head of it are now no more, he 
would not aſſign any ſuch caute ; he was not conſcious that his 
temper was of a catt that led to aſperity; no, fir, there was no 
charge to ſupport the introduction of a bill of this tendency ; the 
proof, if any could be obtained, was then recent, why not there- 
fore adduced ? This bill is groſsly partial, why not give it the 
ſame extenſive operation with the Britiſh act, by including the 
poſt- office department? No, fir, when this bill was firft framed, 
the influence of that department was not intended to be diminiſh- 
ed. Why not extend it to other departments? why not to the 
officers of the army ? why not include the whole of the revenue 
department ? does influence diminiſh in proportion to the extent 
and increaſe of emolument ? This bill cannot paſs into a law 
without calling an unmerited ſtigma on the chief eommiſſioners, 
a claſs of officers as reſpectable as any in his majeſty's dominions. 

Is it conſiſtent with the policy adapted to the ftate and circum- 
ſtances of this kingdom to weaken the hands of government? 
Have we yet come to a reſolution, that the influence of the Iriſh 
crown hath of late years greatly increaſed, is daily increaſing, and 
ought to be diminiſhed ?!=No; it is from the influence of tho 
peers of this kingdom your parliamentary freedom is in danger; 
let your reform commence there, For theſe reaſons (notwith- 


366 PARLIAMENTARY [Aer 21, 


ſtanding he was convinced that the right honourable framer of the 
bill acted from the pureſt motives) he mult give his negative to 
its committal. 3 

Mr. Gaarrax ſaid he admitted that if the bill had confined 
itſelf to any one claſs of revenue officers it would be partial indeed; 
but it. went to every claſs and every rank - cuſtoms, exciſe, ſtamps, 


poſt office, and every man in any wiſe concerned in the collection 


ol the revenue. 


Mr. Corixvses ſaid that no man's right could be taken away 
by general words. | 1 44 


Sir Hexxy Cavxxpisz ſaid he had many and very ſtrong 
doubts as to the propriety of the bill, but thefe could only be 
debated in a committee, as they did not go againſt the principle 
of che bill. But gentlemen who had ſpoken againſt that prin- 
ciple had gone a great deal farther ; they had denied that parlia- 
ment can curtail the franchiſes of the people, cven when they are 
applied to the ruin of liberty. | | 


Mr. Harpy faid it had been argued that it would be danger- 
ous to diminiſh the number of voters in a country where already 
they are comparatively few ; but the plain and obvious anſwer to 
chis argument was, that the fewer the voters were, the more un- 
influenced they ought to be; and he thought it an odd defence 


to ſet up, that no man by the conſtitution could be _— of 
t 


his franchife ; for if the franchiſe was uſed to overturn the conſti- 
tution, it ought to be taken away. | 

Mr. BZAESsTORD.—A bill of pains and penalties ſhould never 
be admitted, but upon the fulleſt proof and moſt urgent neceſſity; 


for the preſent bill there has appeared no manner of neceſſity, 


nor has any attempt been made to ſhew that the perſons on 
whom pains and penalties are intended to be inflited, have com- 
mitted any offence whatever. A curious reaſon has been aſſign- 
ed why we ſhould permit the bill to go into a committee, be- 
cauſe we do not like the principle of it.” No, fir, that is the 
very reaſon why I am againſt letting it go into a committee. 


Mr. BzownLow.—lI am guided in the vote that I ſhall give 
upon this bill, by my opinion that we ought to keep the rights 
aud privileges of the three branches of our legiſlature perfectly 
diſtinct and inviolate ; and that I think this houſe ſhould guard 
with the utmoſt caution againſt the encroachments of the peerage 
and the crown. 

The claſs of men who are the objects of this bill, muſt cectainly 
be influenced by their ſituation under the czown. They receive 
their employments from the crown, the crown may promote them, 
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or the crown may diſmiſs them ; therefore their temptation to 
depart from the line of rectitude is much ſtronger than other 
men. 

It has been ſaid in argument, that when we intended to open 
the door to franchiſe by a parliamentary reform, our object was 
to encreaſe the number of electors, and that now we attempt to 
reduce the number; but if it appears that a particular claſs of 
men cannot act freely, by taking them out of the body of elec- 
tors, we in effect increaſe the number of free votes; therefore 
every man who thinks that the votes of revenue officers are not 
free, will vote for committing the bill, 


The SoLiciror GentrAL.—Sir, for any thing that yet ap- 
pears, this houſe has no right to paſs the bill propoſed. I fay 
the houſe has no right, becauſe without a crime fully and clearly 
proved, no man can be deſpoiled of his franchiſe ; and hitherto 
there has not appeared even a charge of criminality againſt che 
perſons intended to be disfranchiſed by this bill; nor has the plea 
of neceſſity been advanced in its ſupport. Indeed, fir, I am ſur- 
priſed that I have not even heard a charge againft rhe revenue 
officers, as the right honourable gentleman a few days ago pro- 
miſed to bring forward ſome recent facts, which he has not done. 

But, fir, you are deſired to disfranchiſe men, not only with. | 
out any crime proved or charged againit them, but without know- 
ing who they are, their number, or their relative proportion to 
the reſt of their fellow- citizens. | 

Have you before you any account of any body of revenne 
officers voting under influence in any county, or corporation in 
the kingdom? If you have, name them; ſay what has been 
the conſequence of that influence; has it been ſuch as to juſtify 
this meaſure, even upon the ground of expedience? Sir, you 
have no ſuch thing before you, and until you have, you ſhould 
not for a moment even entertain this bill. 

But, ſir, I will tell you the motive by which this meaſure is 
brought forward. Gentlemen were indeed very much at a loſs 
for ſomething to raiſe an outcry of popularity, and therefore they 
adopted this. A very handſome way indeed of acquiring popu- 
larity, by disfranchiſing their fellow-citizeus the people who have 
inveſted them with power. 

Let us now ſee who this bill will affect; the Barons of the 
Exchequer, Chancellor of the Exchequer, Attorney and Solici- 
tor General, all ſheriffs, coroners, juſtices of the peace, treaſurers, 
officers of the revenue, exciſe, poſt-office, ſtamps, in a word, 
every man that has any concern in the collection or management 
of any part of his majeſty's revenue. Gentlemen may talk of 
making exceptions, and of confining it to the officers of the cuſ- 
toms, exciſe, ſtamps, and poſt-cffice ; if they do, the exceptions 


. will be larger than all the reſt of the bill. 
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But ſuppoſe ſuch exceptions made, what will be the conſe. 
quence? The whole number of revenue officers having votes 
that will then remain, will not amount to three hundred, nay, 
will but little exceed two hundred ; the whole number of voters 
in the kingdom is above forty thouſand ; how inconfiderable the 
proportion of revenue officers holding votes; and yet you are 
called upon to do a moſt unjuſt and unconſtitutional act, upon a 
mere ſuggeſtion that it is poſſible ſome of thoſe men might be 
influenced, | | 

The example of England has been propoſed to us to follow. 
Sir, England is a proteftant kingdom, full of voters; unfortu- 
nately for Ireland ſhe is not ſo; England, without any danger to 
the proteſtant intereſt, might, upon urgent neceſſity, and full 
proof of their delinquency, cut off a number of voters. But that, 
fir, can never be drawn into precedent here, where the proteſtant 
intereſt is weak, and the number of voters few; it can never 
juſtify us in disfranchiſing, rendering them {till fewer, without 
any crime alledged or proved againſt a number of uſeful and 
worthy men. | | "I Eeh. 


Mr. Dux ſtated the great principle of the bill to be, to keep 


the three eſtates diſtinct, and preſerve the independence of par- 


liament. The commons had ever been jealous of encroachments. 
The interference of the crown in elections was a ſubverſion of the 
rights of the people; their repreſentatives were the conſtituti- 
onal barrier againſt the encroachments of the prerogative; and if 
the crown by its immediate dependants influenced the return of 
members, the conſtitutional controul of the commons muſt be 
annihilated. Upon the ſame principle, he ſaid, it was, that the 
lords of parliament were excluded from — in elections; 


their interference had ever been held a breach of privilege, of 


which many inſtances were to be found on the journals of the 
houſe. The bill did not go to the excluſion of ſuch officers of 
the revenue as enjoyed their places for life; their places did not 
depend on the breath of the miniſter, and therefore they were 
allowed to exerciſe the elective franchite : but officers who held 
their places during pleaſure, mult be the victims of the miniſter 
if they reſiſted his influence, or ſacrificed their honour by their 
compliance. The bill was therefore, he contended, a bill for the 


relief of revenue officers ; it reſcued them from an odious ſubjec- 


tion, ſaved them from the cruel alternative of ſervility or poverty, 
and raiſed them to a ſituation of comparative independence. It 
was alſo, he contended, a bill for the advancement of merit ; for 
daily experience ſhewed that men are now but too frequently 
promoted in the revenue, not becauſe they are deſerving, but 


becauſe they can ſerve this man's intereſt in a particular county, 
or another man's intereſt in a particular borough, By this law 


all ſuch jobbing conſiderations would be deſtroyed, and the ſtan- 
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dard of merit and promotion would be the fitneſs of the perſon 

to diſcharge the duties of the office; thus political ſervility would 
be made to give way to profeſſional deſert. For the ſame reaſon, 
he alleged the bill would operate as a bill for the better collection 


of his majeſty's revenue; for when men were promoted for their 


perſonal worth and fidelity, the king's duties would be honeſtly 
collected, and the taxes become productive by good management. 
He then entered into the queſtion made by Mr. Copinger, © whe- 
ther the laws paſſed in England reſtraining revenue officers from 
voting at elections, were worthy of our adoption.” The firſt of 
theſe laws was paſſed in the reign of king William, and the ſyſ- 
tem begun by that law was followed up by a ſeries of beneficial 
extenſions. That law was extorted from the patriots who at- 
chieved the Revolution, by the ſad experience of the miſchiefs 
flowing from the influence of the crown in elections during the 
preceding reigns. With a whig king on the throne, in the beſt 
period of our hiſtory, without any preſent danger, they provided 
for the future from a review of paſt diſorders. The wiſdom of 
their plan has been evinced by its uniform influence during - the 
courſe of a complete century. It infuſed new vigour and health 
into the elective body, and their repreſentatives have owed their 
energy and independence ever fince to its beneficial operation. 
Can it then ſeriouſly be a queſtion at this day, whether Ireland, 
boaſting the ſame conſtitution, ſhall adopt meaſures which 
have proved themſelves ſo efficacious in the ſiſter country? This 
country, he ſaid, was too weak and too diſtracted to 
attend to the regulation of her conſtitution at the ſame period 
with England; the Engliſh colony which maintained the govern- 
ment of this country, was then too feeble to extend its views to 
any thing but the immediate danger ; the original inhabitants re- 
garded them with a jealous eye, and the anceſtors of the preſent 
generation, while the Engliſh were buſy in eſtabliſhing the con- 
ſtitution, were employed in ſecuring their perſons and eſtates. 
The times, he ſaid, were now altered, the ſecurity of property 
eſtabliſhed, and the happy period arrived for perfecting our con- 
ſtitution! In anſwer to an argument of Mr. Maſon, “ that it was, 
improper to argue from the revenue of England to the revenue of 
Ireland, becauſe the ſyſtems were in many reſpeRs different,” he 
obſerved, that the moſt ſtiiking difference between them furniſhed 
the ſtrongeſt reaſon for the preſent bill. In England the chief 
commiſſioners were officers of revenue merely, excluded from any 
interference in politics ; here, on the contrary, they were all po- 
liticians; a phalanx ſurrounding the miniſter in this houſe, and 
one of the main pillars of his ſupport ; and could any man heſi- 
tate to pronounce in which of the two countries political abutes 
were moſt likely to flow from revenue influence ; the country 
where the commiſſioners formed a political body, or that where 


they were excluded from all political interference? He adverted 
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alſo to another difference noted by Mr. Maſon, “ between the power 
of the crown in the two countries, the king in England deriving 
his reſources ſolely from the bounty of parliament, and here pof- 
ſeſſing an hereditary revenue of 6 or 700,000]. independent of 
parliament.” This, he alleged, was the ſtrongeſt poſſible argu. 
ment for the bill; it proved that in England the crown was more 
immediately dependant on the parliament than in this country; 
and it was ridiculous to ſay, becauſe the crown of Ireland is 
more independent of the parliament, that therefore the parlia. 
ment of Ireland ſhould be more dependant on the crown, and 
leſs vigilant in guarding againſt its interference in the elections of 
the repreſentatives of the people. He then proceeded to ſhew 
the neceſſity of an independent houſe of commons to aſlert the 
right of the nation to equal liberty, and the fame free conſtitu- 
tion, which was the juſt boaſt of every Engliſhman. —Tlhis, he 
had obſerved with aſton ĩſhment and concern, was reſiſted by every 
Engliſh miniſter who fat in this houſe, and would ever be reliſted 
until the repreſentatives of the people urged their claims with a 
manly and perſevering firmnefs ; the virtue of the houſe was called 
upon to guard the rights of the people from invaſion, and this 
could only be done by an act of the legiſlature. After ſome ob- 
ſervations upon what had fallen from gentlemen on the other ſide 
of the houſe, and obſerving that no ſolid or even colourable ar- 


gument had been urged againſt the principle of the bill, he con- 


cluded with declaring he ſhould vote for its committal. 


The Honourable Mr. AxxesLEy ſaid he oppoſed the bill, as 
tending unjuſtly to take away the deareſt rights of a body of 
men, who held their honours as dear as any other body of men 
whatever, and who had not given room even for an accuſation 
founded or unfounded to their diſadvantage z if that body of 
men was to be ſo unjultly ſtigmatized, no perſon of ſpirit or of 
honour would hereafter enter into it. Le | 

Sir, I look upon the proteſtant electors of Ireland as already 
too few, and I think it exceeding bad policy to diminiſh their 
number: we have lately given the Roman Catholics very great 
privileges; I am far from regretting our generofity ; but cer- 
tainly this is not exactly the time that we ſhould hazard a dimi- 
nution of the proteſtant intereſt, | | 

It has been faid, fir, that the revenue commiſſioners are a 
body of politicians—for one, I deny it; I devote myſelf to the 
diſcharge of my duty. I know that to diſcharge the duty of any 
revenue officer from the higheſt to the loweſt, requires inknite 
labour and application; I would not therefore deprive a revenue 
officer of any honour or comfort that he enjoys, | 


Mr. Micnatr Suirz faid that the principle of the bill was 
ſanctioned by the whole code of election laws, from the farſt to 
te laſt, and alſo from every principle of a free conſtitution, He 
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treated the arguments, that no charges of guilt had been brought 
againſt revenue officers, for voting at elections for members to 
ſerve in parliament, as entirely puerile. He aſked were minors 
allowed to vote? Were Roman Catholics allowed to vote? and 
what offence had they been guilty of? The law had provided, 
for wiſe reaſons, as it muſt be ſuppoſed, for their not voting. He 
ſaid that the objects of the bill were but few, but the ſalutary be- 
nefits to the community at large would be exceedingly confidera- 
ble ; he ſhould, therefore, vote for the committal of the bill. 


Mr. Gazpixes ſaid he found much difficulty in expreſſing his 
ſentiments againſt the bill, without going over the ſame ground 
that had been traverſed by other gentlemen ; he would however 
avoid waſting the time of the houſe, and confine himſelf merely 
to the expediency of the bill, the principle having been already 
diſcuſſed. | ; 

I profeſs myſelf, ſaid he, an admirer of the Britiſh conſtituti- 
on, and of the regulations England has adopted for preſerving 
the purity and independence of her parliament ; but no two 
things can be more different than the ſituation of the two coun- 
tries. Here the influence of the crown is weak indeed, whereas 
in England there 1s not a board but has its ſhare of parliamentary 
influence. Here the proteſtant intereſt is only ſupported by its 
connexion with the ſtate: in England almoſt all the people are 
proteſtants. | . TO 

I cannot avoid expreſſing ſome ſurpriſe, that gentlemen who in 
the beginning of this ſeſſion diſclaimed every idea of following 
the example of England, when the two countries were under 
fimilar circumſtances, ſhould now ſo earneſtly urge us to follow _ 
her, where the circumſtances are ſo widely different; but they 


have ſhewn me by their act, that they do not hold it a general 


principle that we ſhould follow her in all caſes; and I think that 


now before the houſe is one in which we ought to differ from 


her. 

Neither do I agree with gentlemen who aſſert, that the reve- 
nue officers are under the influence of the crown. No man who 
knows how they are made will ſuppoſe it: they are made at the 
recommendation of the gentlemen of this country I can ſpeak 
from experience, having had the misfortune to ſtand ſeveral con- 
teſted elections; that I never applied to the crown, or to the re- 
venue board, for its intereſt with a ſingle officer; if I had not the 
good luck to be acquainted with him perſonally, I endeavoured 
to find out the gentleman who was his friend, and through him 
I applied. This I truſt no man will think improper influence ; if 
he does, he muſt condemn the moſt honourable principles that 
bind man to man—kindneſs and generoſity on one {ide—gratitude _ 
and reſpect on the other. | | 
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But ſuppofing for a moment that there was influence, would 
the bill that is propoſed be an adequate remedv ? Not at all; the 
crown might then appoint perſons who had no votes themſelves, 
but whole fathers, brothers, fiicnds and relations were voters. 

I had very great doubrs whether we had a right to entertain 
this bill at all, but an honourable friend [the Solicitor General] 
has convinced me that we have no right to entertain it; we have 
no right to {trip our conſtituents without charge, without proof 
of delinquency. Boroughs have, I know, been disfranchiſed, 
but not till after fair trial and full conviction ; but in the bill be- 
fore us, no man has even ventured to charge the perſons intended 
to be injured. The forty ſhilling rent chargers were alſo pro- 
hibited from voting, but they were not thereby deprived of a 
right, they were only driven out from their intruſion on other 
men's privileges. | 

We have had of late years, many trials of conteſted elections, car- 
ried on with great animoſity ; there has not, in any of them, ap- 
peared the leaſt impropriety committed by revenue officers ; if 
there had, thofe walls would have reverberated the accuſations 
againſt them; but if they have acted with propriety, why ſhould 
they be inſulted ? ; 

Sir, either this bill goes too far, or it does not go far enough; 
it goes too far, in depriving one ſet of men of their rights and 
franchiſes, on the bare ſurmiſe, that holding places of the crown 
they are under its influence; or if the fact be admitted, that all 
who hold places of the crown are under its influence, then it 
does not go far enough ; for on that principle, it ſhould disfran- 
chiſe the church, the law, and the army. 

Sir, I do oppoſe this meaſure molt heartily ; I do not beliere 
that the evil it pretends to remedy exiſts ; we have no manner of 
proof of it; if it did, this bill is inſufficient to remedy it; as it 
does not, it is partial, unjuſt, and unconſtitutional; it is partial, 
becauſe it ſhould include all perſons holding employ ments under 
the crown; it is unjuſt and unconſtitutional, becauſe we have no 
right to deprive our conſtituents of their deareſt franchiſe. 


Mr. Ticne rofe to explain to an honourable gentleman [Mi. 
Dunn] a circumſtance which he ſeemed to have miſtaken ; there 
was, he faid, no act of parliament to prevent a peer from inter- 
feriag in elections for members to ſerve in the houſe of commons; 
there was, indeed, a reſolution, ariſiug from the jealouſy of the 
houſe of commons; but that could not be ſuppoſed to bear the 
leaſt analogy to the bill now under debate. | 


Mr. Duxx faid he thanked the honourable gentleman for the 


trouble he took to inform him, but he had known the circum- 


ſtance before; nor had he inſinuated that there was any act of 


- parliament ; he had only argued that it was a principle of the 
conſtitution to keep the three branches ſeparate and diſtinct. 


— RE Eo ES nes 


1789.) i EE $S 373 


Mr. Bean ſaid he came down to the houſe determined not to 
treſpaſs on their patience, by delivering his ſentiments on the 
. bill. He had ſo determined, imagining that the prin- 
ciple of the bill would have been acquieſced in, and the uſual 
ſtate argument, of inexpediency and unſeaſonableneſs, take the. 
field againſt utility and conſtitution. But, ſir, no man can juſtify 
to his conſcience or to the people his ſilence, when he hears the 
firſt law-officers of the crown, and ſome of the men of high ſta- 
tion and ample property in this country, aſſert in this houſe, that 
the principle of this bill is unconſtitutional—that this inſtance of 
legiſlation is illegal—that its imitation of the example of Great 
Britain is unneceſſary, and that experience of the conduct of 
the crown in influencing revenue officers, does not juſtify their diſ- 
franchiſement. Sir, I truſt I ſhall demonſtrate to this houſe the 


reverſe of theſe politions—theſe unfounded aſſertions. Sir, the 


principle of this bill is to preſerve the freedom of elections; to pre- 
vent the undue influence of the crown, or of the revenue, from 


contaminating the freedom of election. The vital ſpirit of our 


admirable conſtitution is the preſervation of the three powers of 
the conſtitution, independent of, and inviolate by one another. — 
On this depends its eternity, and its harmony. It has been the 
prophecy of an enlightened foreigner, and of the ableſt ſtateſman 

England produced— that Great Britain could never be ruined 
but by a parliament. What is the meaning of this prophecy ? 
That the legiſlative body, and of courſe the principal fountain of 
legiſlation, the freedom of election, ſhould be kept uncontami- 
nated by the influence of the crown ; for if the legiſlative body 
become corrupt, there would be an end of the conſtitution, and 
of Great Britain. Sir, the principle of this bill is the ſame with 


that principle which animated the houſe in paſſing this ſeſſion 


a penſion· bill it is the ſame, but more efficacious—it begins at 
the root of the evil. Sir, the loſs of that bill is concluſive for 
the neceſſity .of this. As we have been debarred from turning 
impurity and undue influence out of this houſe, we are called 
upon to fence againſt the importation of it in future, by keeping 
the fountain of this houſe pure and undefiled, | 

Sir, this is the principle of this bill, aud this is the principle 


which gentlemen have been deſperate enough to call unconſtitu- 


tional. It has been ſaid that the attempt in this houſe to paſs 
this law is an illegal exerciſe of the trult repoſed in them by the 
people. To this equally unfounded aſſertion, I ſhall only fay, 
that if this bill is an illegal exerciſe of the powers committed to 
this houſe, that the laws which regulate the freedom of election, 
that the laws which preſcribe the qualification of the electors, 
and the laws againſt undue influence and corruption, &c. are 


illegal acts of parliament. Sir, it is to ſay, that fortifying the 


conftitution againſt mortality, is an attack upon its exiſtence, 
We are told, fir, that we ought not to imitate Great Britain in 
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the adoption of this law. Since I remember this houſe, I have 
conſtantly, heard the example of Great Britain inculcated from 
the other ſide of the houſe, as concluſive upon the wiſdom of 
this afſembly. When we complained the other night, againſt the 
principle of the revenue bill, in aboliſhing the trial by jury, within 


the juriſdiction of the exciſe- laws; when we complained againſt | 


that bill, as hoſtile to the ſpirit of the conſtitution, ſubverſive of 
the principles of juſtice, and the liberties of the ſubje& ; we 
were anſwered by the firſt commiſſioner of the revenue, with the 
volume of the Engliſh ſtatutes in his hand“ Do the Engliſh 
venerate the trial by jury as much as the Iriſh ought to do? do 
they watch over the conſtitution with as much ſedulity as the 
Iriſh ? and do they cultivate as much as the Iriſh, equal and im- 
partial juſtice ?*—They do, and yet they have paſſed ſimilar 
revenue lawe; and they have done fo, impelled by the call of in- 
vincible neceſſity. Thus, the errors of Great Britain, which I 
am juſtified in calling the vices of Great Britain, are forced upon 
our imitation, and we are forbid to emulate her virtues, her con- 
ſtitutional vigilance, her provident purification of parliament. 
England has a place- bill; England has a penſion- bill; England 
has a diſqualification-law, as to revenue-officers ; England has 
thought all thoſe fortifications neceſſary againft the ſecret influ- 
ence of the crown; and yet we are told Ireland ought not to 
tremble at that influence which has been formidable to Great 
Britain. Sir, we are called upon to adopt the providence of 
Great Britain, from many additional inducements.— England is 
a great and united country, the conſtitution as delineated by 
Magna Charta is her birth-right and her inheritance ; England is 
bigoted to that conſtitution by a devotion which has laſted for 
centuries; and yet with theſe principles and feelings, ſhe fences 
againſt every poſſible evil that may aſſail or endanger that conſti- 
tution ; but in Ireland, a country inferior, and in ſome degree 
ſubordinate ; in a country politically united, but religiouſly divid- 
ed; in Ireland, where the Roman Catholics, the great maſs of 


the people are, by objections proceeding from religious diſſen- 


tion, robbed, to the diſgrace of legiſlation, of their deareſt birth- 
right, the right of repreſentation in the ſenate of the nation; J 
ſay, in this country, thus inferior, thus divided, thus curtailed 
of the rights of election, we are ſolicited not to imitate the cou- 
ttitutional providence of our ſiſter country. | 

Sir, this bill is ſaid to be unjuſt, as it is not founded upon the 
aſcertained interference of the crown in influencing the body of 
revenue officers, nor upon the conviction of thoſe officers for 
yielding to that undue influence. Sir, laws are made, not at the 
ſuggeſtion of individual guilt, but to provide againſt the depra- 
vity of human nature. Hew do we know, that the crown will 
exert its iufluence in every direction it can? becauſe it is human 
aature to do ſo. How do we know that placemen and penſioners 
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wl vote in this houſe at the ſuggeſtions of the miniſter ? becauſe 
human nature placed and penſioned, will, and has uniformly done 
ſo, and the dependant ſubaltern of the revenue will do at the 
election what his ſuperior does in this houſe. He will even 
think there is a virtue, a dignity in imitating the corrupt pro- 
fligacy of his creators. | 

It is faid this bill is unjuſt. Sir, there is a ſtanding reſolution 
of this houſe, as old as the reign of Charles IT. againſt the in- 
terference of revenue officers in elections. Sir, that reſolution 
was then ſtrong enough to combat the evil. But now the inter- 
ference has become notorious and audacious, and nothing leſs 
than a poſitive diſqualification law can obviate its iniquity. Sir, 
gentlemen have triumphed in ſummoning experience againft this 
bill. TI cite experience againſt them. I cite the experience which 
T had as counſel on election committees in this houſe. I cite it 
in inſtances notorious to this houſe, I cite the audacious reve- 
nue attack on the borough of Baltimore. I cite the interference 
of a revenue officer in the election of Carrickfergus. I ſay, fir, 
cite them as flagrant inſtances of audacious interference, but I 
will not detail them out of compaſſion to the revenue. I feel I 
have too long treſpaſſed upon the kind indulgence of this houſe, 
for which I am highly grateful, and ſhall now conclude, that I 
truſt this bill will be ſuffered to go into a committee, becauſe its 
principle is ſalutary to the conſtitution ; becauſe its act of legiſ- 
lation does not exceed the delegated powers of this houſe ; be- 
cauſe it, is a neceſſary imitation of the provident caution of Great 
Britain, to fortify the independence of parliament ; becauſe it is 
the reſult of notorious interference by the revenue on its depend- 
ants, and cf that depravity in human nature, which muſt yield to 
ſuch interference. Sir, I ſhall add but one word more: if ever 
there was a period in this country, to fence againſt corruption, it 
is the preſent. 

When you have a lord heutenant audacious enough to enter 
into hoſtility with the parliament of this land, to inſult its under- 
tanding and its dignity, and boldly aſpire to make the records of 
chat parliament the regiſter of his tranſgreſſions when you have 
2 chief governor barefaced enough, firſt to circulate the report, 
that loſs of place ſhould be the conſequence of parliamentary 
rectitude, and afterwards audacious enough to diſplace the moſt 
exalted, honourable and independent men of this nation, for that 
rectitude of conduct; I ſay ſuch a period of intemperate, auda- 
cious exertion in undue influence, and unwarrantable vengeance 
againſt thoſe who virtuouſly and conſtitutionally reſiſted that influ- 
-nce, is the time for vigilant exertion againſt the ſecret, the un- 
diſcoverable, the undermining influence of the crown, 


Mr. STEwarT (of Killymoon) declared himſelf a friend to 
the principle of the bill, and ſaid he ſhould vote for its being 
committed. | 
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Mr. CRARIES O'NrirL adverted to the preamble of the 
bill, which, he ſaid, was the true principle of the bill; for the 
preamble declared, that the freedom of parliament depends upon 


the freedom of election. After remarking that it was impoſſible 


for revenue officers to act with their own free will, and that they 
muſt always vote as they are directed by ſuperior powers, he ſaid 
that he ſnould vote for the committal of the bill. 


The CnaxctLLor oF ThE Exch kau ſaid he was ready 


to give the gentlemen who ſupported the bill credit for their 
good intention, but he feared their zeal might lead them a little 
too far, There were certain great outlines of the conſtitution 
which could not be infringed without the moſt dangerous conſe- 
quences, and which, therefore, ought never to be paſſed without 
the moſt manifeſt and urgent neceſſity. The bill now under con- 
fideration, in its preamble, profeſſed to maintain the freedom and 
independence of parliament, while its effects were to deprive men 
of their moſt valuable franchiſe. To ſupport this an aſſertion was 
made, that a revenue officer being dependent on the crown 1s not 
ſui jurizs, Now carry this argument a little farther, and ſee how 
it operates.— s a tenant independent of his landlord? Is the 
officer ſui juris, is he independent of his colonel? Is the church- 
man ſui juris, is he independent of his biſhop? What man in 
this land is ſui juris, what man is ſo independent, ſo unattached 
by intereſt or affection, that he may not be ſuppoſed under ſome 
iafluence or other? No one; none but the very outcaſts of ſo- 
ciety. And if the honourable gentleman will allow no man to 
vote who is not fut juris, he will convey the franchiſe of the citi- 
zens of this realm to the very outcaſts of ſociety. 

It has been ſaid, let us follow the example of England. What, 
in diſſimilar circumſtances! Is a country where every man votes 
to be compared with a country like this, where three fourths of. 
the people are excluded by religion, and nine tenths of the re- 
maining fourth through poverty. 

It has been ſaid that minors and perſons convicted of bribery 
are diſqualified from voting ; it 1s true they are—the firſt, becauſe 
they are deemed incapable of forming a right judgment—the 


others, becauſe they have forfeited their franchiſe by a crime; 


but this is not the caſe with the revenue officers, they have not 
been convicted of any crime; and muſt men be ſtigmatiſed thro? 
eaprice, and merely upon ſuggeſtion? Muſt I, fir, becauſe I 
devote my time to the public — be disfranchiſed and diſ- 
E in the eyes of my fellow- citizens? Sir, the very circum- 
ance of a revenue officer holding his place is at leaſt a preſump- 
tive proof of his integrity. In my opinion, fir, nothing can 
juſtify this bill but the fulleſt proof of delinquency in the revenue 
officers ; nothing leſs than a proof that the commiſſioners had 
geſcended to become election jobbers, which I deny. | 
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Mr. Jonnson.—1I muſt oppoſe the committal of this bill, be- 
cauſe the principle it aſſumes 18 unconſtitutional ; becauſe the means 
adopted in it are unjuſt, and the effect which it will inevitably pro- 
duce dangerous. When I ufe the epithets unconſtitutional, un- 
juſt, and dangerous, I would not be underſtood to meddle in the 
ſlighteſt degree with the principles or motives of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman upon whoſe motion this bill is brought for- 
ward. The public good is his profeſſion—it is every man's pro- 
feſſion as well as his—it is a common thread- bare cloak, ready for 
the accommodation of every political traveller, and is worn with 
equal advantage for the diſguiſe or for the protection of the 
aſſaſſin of the conſtitution, or the ſaviour of his country. 

But conſidering the bill abſtractedly from the reſpe& claimed 
by and due to the right honourable mover, it proceeds upon the 
propoſition of a grievance which does not exiſt, and which if it 
did exiſt, the bill proceeds in a courſe directly oppoſite to that 
which ſhould be taken in order to obtain the remedy. . 

An honourable gentleman [Mr. O'Neill] has juſt now ſaid 
that the principle of the bill is to be found in the firſt ſentence 
of it. It is not. That ſentence contains, as to the reſt of the 
bill, an abſtract and ſelf-evident propoſition totally unconnected 
with the reſt, The principle of the bill is not avowed. It is 
filent as to its principle. We muſt gather it by implication. It 
is eaſy to be collected. It is, in the firſt place, ſuppoſed, that 
the prerogative of the crown having the power of appointing the 
officers of the revenue, uſes its power to influence the conduct of 
thoſe officers upon elections; and that their number is fo great as 
to render the effect of their conduct palpable in the bulineſs of 
parliament. It ſuppoſes then, that the prerogative of the crown, 
as it is exerciſed, or as it is abuſed, is incompatible with the li- 
berty of the ſubject and the independency of parliament ; and 
that in order to preſerve the liberty of the remainder of the people, 
the rights of individuals under that ſuppoſed influence muſt be 
yielded. It is then a ſtruggle between the prerogative of the 
crown and the liberty of the ſubject. 1 

Now, I ſay, (admitting for the ſake of argument, theſe ſup- 
poſitions to be founded in fact) the bill proceeds unconſtituti- 
onally, becauſe, inſtead of annihilating the rights of any claſs of 
the ſubjects, and leaving the prerogative of the crown undimi- 
niſhed, it ſhould, under ſuch a neceſſity as the bill aſſumes, dimi- 
niſh the prerogative, and leave the right of the ſubject in its 
ſtrength. Inſtead of depriving the revenue officer of his right 
to vote, it ſhould take away from the crown the right to appoint 
the revenue officer. This would be conſonant with juſtice, be- 
cauſe the influence of the crown being the active and predominant 
power, and being abuſed, it is the inſtrument offending the conſtitu- 
tion. It is abſurd as well as unjuſt to leave the influence of the 
crown undiminiſhed, becauſe it is confeſſedly too ſtrong in the con- 
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ſtitution, and to leſſen the numbers and privileges of electors, be- 
cauſe they are confeſſedly too weak to contend with it. 

A mode of proceeding by diminiſhing the prerogative would 
be more conſonant to precedent as well as to juſtice, a precedent 
the authority of which the right honourable gentleman will not 
diſpute, Mr. Fox adopted it in his India bill. The prerogative 
of the crown would have been too ſtrong with the patronage of 
India, the patronage was therefore veſted in parliament, and the 
fuſt principles of the-conſtitution were not attacked in the perſons 
of the officers. Now, why is not ſo good a precedent adopted 
here? Why is not this a bill to veſt the power of appointing 
the commiſſioners of the revenue in parliament inſtead of the 
crown? If this were done, as the commiſſioners appoint the lower 
officers, the power would in fact be in parliament. And if the 
right honourable gentleman had, as he has had a majority in par- 
liament, the power would in fact be in him. This would an- 
ſwer all purpoſes. It would anſwer the right honourable gen- 
tleman's purpoſe, becauſe it muſt be the tendency of a good 
mind to defire the power of doing good. It would anſwer the 
public purpoſe, for as the power of the ſtate mult be lodged ſome- 
where, where can it be lodged to ſuch public advantage as in the 
pureſt of all public hearts—the ableft of all poſſible heads—the 
ſaviour of his country. | | 

But, as the bill now ſtands, it is a ſacrifice of the liberty of the 
ſubje& to the prerogative of the crown. Now what muſt we 
think of that patriotiſm which, upon a ſtruggle between preroga- 
tive and franchiſe, deſtroys the franchiſe in order to preſerve the 
prerogative? Is it a greater innovation in the conſtituents to 
abridge the prerogative, than to deprive a freeman of his birth- 
right ?—a freeholder of his freehold ? It is not. The fabric of 
liberty has been built upon the ruins of prerogative. 

But every law ſhould be conſidered not only with reſpe& to 
the principles it may confirm or deſtroy, and the miſchiefs it may 
remedy, but, as no human inſtitution is perſect, ſome view ſhould 
be taken of the miſchiefs it may poſſibly introduce. I cannot 
conceive a greater danger to a free inſtitution than the effect of 
this bill; for it will produce in the very heart of the kingdom, 
and in the moſt material branch of its buſineſs, a numerous body 
of men deprived of every interelt in the ſtate, but ſuch as they 
derive from their dependence on the crown. There could not be 
ſo dangerous a body of men. To talk of depriving ſuch men of 
influence is to talk very idly. You cannot deprive them of in- 
fluence, becauſe you cannot deprive them of intelligence and ac- 
tivity., You cannot deprive them of influence, becauſe you can» 
not deprive them of relations and of friends, You cannot pre- 
vent them from acquiring property, and uling that property as 
they think fit. But from being (I will even for a moment ſup- 
pole) indifferent friends to the conflitution, you ſharpen them into 
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bitter enemies. No man is ſo great an enemy to the conſtitu- 
tion as he who, thinking he is born to a ſhare in its benefits, finds 
them unjuſtly torn from him. He labours with unceaſing, and 
often with ſucceſsful induſtry, to deſtroy that which he ſees in the 
poſſeſſion of thoſe who have injured him. But, ſuppoſe them 
deprived of all influence, they muſt be then a body of men ſepa- 
rated from the people both. in intereſt and affection. They will 
be the janizaries of the ſtate attached to the crown from intereſt 
—deteſting the conſtitution from paſſion, 

But it is a law againſt the principles of general juſtice, as well as 
againſt the policy of this particular conſtitution. For it isalaw of 
deprivation and puniſhment: and it is a law which puniſhes cer- 
tainly upon a determination of probable guilt only. If you accept 
of an office in the revenue, you may be corruptly influenced, and 
becauſe you may be corruptly influenced, therefore you ſhall be ' 
determinately puniſhed. It is unjuſt, becauſe it deſpiſes reforma- 
tion, and aims in the firſt inſtance at puniſhment. It debaſes the 
man, to improve the citizen. It deprives him of every intereſt 
in the ſtate, to render him a better member of the community: 
and annihilates the freedom of a large body of the ſubjects, in 
order to preſerve the conſtitution. But it is a popular bill; and 
why ? Becauſe there are many minds to whom the cruelty of pu- 
niſhment is a more obvious and a more familiar exertion, than the 
humanity of reformation. | 

But I deny the exiſtence of the grievance which the bill ſup- 
poſes to exiſt. I deny the exiſtence of the corrupt influence of 
the crown, and of its appearance in parliament. 

The exiſtence ef a corrupt influence in the crown, can only 
be known by its acting contrary to the intereſt, or, I will ſay, even 
to the wiſhes of the people. This will lead me to ſpeak of ſome 
facts with which the right honourable mover of this bill is con- 
nected, and as they have been the foundation of his fame, and of 
what it is probable the right honourable gentleman will think a 
more ſubſtantial benefit—of his fortune-—perbaps he will hear 
with pleaſure. 1 ſpeak of that period which immediately pre- 
ceded the year 1782. Before that time we were without trade or 
conſtitution. Before that time we were poor, divided and op- 
preſſed. Since that time the ſpirit of the people co-operating with 
the independent wiſdom of parliament, has obtained trade and 
conſtitution, The happineſs of the kingdom, and of the right 
honourable _ gentleman, have been commenſurate. They 
have both ſince that time known the bleſſings of wealth and 
of independence. Theſe tranſactions do not look like a pre- 
vailing influence of the crown. But I come to a more recent in- 
ſtance — tranſactions that every man is yet warm about—the 
tranſactions of the preſent ſeſſion. And here, if I adopt the very 
aſſertions of the right honourable gentleman with reſpect to the 
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conduct of the parliament of Great Britain and Ireland, he will 
think the argument fair, though he may not deem it concluſive. 
In England the parliament is purified by a penſion bill, and by 
a bill to diſqualify revenue officers. In Ireland the parliament is 
not ſo purified—there is no penſion bill—there is no bill to diſ- 
qualify revenue officers. Yet how have gentlemen on the other 
fide of the houſe ftated the conduct of the two parliaments ? In 
England a houſe ſo puritied (ſay the gentlemen) led by a daring 
miniſter, violated the conſtitution, inſulted, the prince, and at- 
tempted to deſtroy the balance between the eſtates of parliament. 
But in the parliament of Ireland, a faithful and honourable band of 
place-men and penſioners, led by the right honourable gentleman, 
aſſerted the conſtitution, maintained the independence of the 
kingdom, and carried a bold diſapprobation to the breaſt of the 
very man who, at the head of government, was ſuppoſed to dire& 
their movements, and to controul their conſciences. Would you 
wound the feelings, of ſuch an honourable band immediately after 
ſuch an exertion ? Would you ſay to ſuch men, you have been re- 
turned by corrupt revenue officers, and you have proved their cor- 
ruption by your own. This would be unkind treatment as well as 
bad argument. It does not appear to me, therefore, that in this 
country the influence of the crown has ever prevailed, whenever 
popular virtue, angry party, or family faction have exerted them- 
ſelves. But if it did prevail in ſuch a conteſt, the prevailing 
power, and not the yielding one, ſhould be leſſened; and in theſe 
reaſons, I find my juſtification, and my conſolation, for refuſing to 
conſent to the committal of this bill. TS 


Mr. GratTawn.—l hope that if any thing falls from the right 
honourable gentleman, the firlt commiſſioner, that deſerves atten- 
tion, I may be indulged with a reply. That right honourable 
gentleman, much connected with, much intereſted on this ſubject, 
promiſes to ſpeak to it at 1 4 : when he does, and ſpeaks to it 
argumentatively, I hope 1, like him, may be heard a ſecond time. 

I beg to remind this houſe, that the bill now under your conſi- 
deration did, nearly in the ſame words, paſs this houſe with the 
entire conſent of moſt of thoſe gentlemen who are now taught to 
exclaim againſt it, as an attack on the rights of the people. They 
themſelves then made that attack ; they were guilty of the crime 
they charge, and they and this houſe, and the miniſters of the 
crown, were involved in this enormity. Such a bill did paſs the 
commons—ſuch a bill did receive the concurrence of its preſent 
vehement opponents—ſuch a bill was tranſmitted under the great 
ſeal of Ireland—and ſuch a bill came back under the great ſeal of 
England. 

It was loſt in the lords, I acknowledge ; but I do by no means 
acknowledge that we are to attribute the loſs of the bill in the 
Jords to the abſurd and prepoſterous ſurpriſe of a right honourable 
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gentleman, who tells us that the lords on that occaſion were cham- 
pions of the conſtitution. The lords threw the bill out, becauſe 
the then miniſtry were turned out; the bill and the miniſtry both 
ſhared the ſame fate, and the people loſt a good miniſtry and a 

ood bill. 
1 Sir, this bill has been now combated on various grovnds, and 
firſt partiality. It is ſaid that the bill is partial, becauſe it does 
not extend to all revenue officers; and partial, becauſe it does ex- 
tend to all the officers of the crown, and to all profeſſions, to the 
law and to the army. To the firſt part of this objection, the bill 
itſelf is the anſwer. It does extend to all revenue officers, and a. 
blank is left for ſuch exceptions as may be agreed on; and if the 
bill did not, which it does, extend to all revenue officers, the im- 
perfection of its formation is no argument againſt its committal. 
To the other part of the objection, the anſwer is to be found in 
the difference of the ſubject matters compared the law, the army, 
and the revenue. | 

The firſt is a profeſſion—an independent profeſſion ; the bar is 
not fed by the miniſter. The gentlemen of the bar do not reſem- 
ble exciſemen, tide-waiters, hearthmoney collectors, tide-ſurvey- 
ors, in number, in ſentiment, or in condition.—Thoſe of the bar, 
who are ſervants of the crown, are, compared with ſuch a tribe, 
not numerous; and compared with the bulk of electors, nothing. 
The miſchief, therefore, is not the ſame in its extent, nor in the 
rankneſs of its nature. 

The army, that part of it which is compoſed of officers, does 
not contain numbers to affect the elections of the people; that part 
of it which is compoſed of rank and file men, do not contain elec- 
tors, common ſoldiers are not freeholders, nor likely to become 
ſuch ; but if a colonel of a regiment ſhould do what a commiſ- 
fioner is ſaid to have done—if he ſhould make his troop or his 
battalion ſuch occaſional voters, in a county or borough, I do - 
then believe parliament would interfere ; becauſe then a very pro- 
bable and unforeſeen miſchief would have taken place. But 
though the laws of England have not diſqualified the military 
from giving votes at elections, they have removed them from the 
place of election, guarding the rights of the people againſt the 

evil incidental to the army—force ; as they have guarded thoſe. 
rights againſt the evil incidental to the revenue officers—corrup- 
tion, bf : 

The laws of England have conſidered the different nature of 
the different members of the community, and have affixed certain 
ſuſpicions and jealouſies to certain deſcriptionsof men. They have 
marked the officers of the revenue as a body, from their indepen- 
dency, from their rank, from their habit, from their occupation, 
and from their numbers, the moſt hable to undue influence, and 
the moſt extenſive inſtrument, thereof. They have conſidered the 
hardſhip it would be to a people, not only te pay to the crowa a 
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great revenue, but to find in that very grant an influence ariſe 
prejudicial to their own freedom. The right of election is the 
peoples ſhare of ſovereign power; the occaſional, the corrupt 
voter, is an uſurper on that ſhare. In Athens, the ſtranger who 
intruded himſelf into their councils was puniſhed with death; he 
was guilty of high treaſon againſt the majeſty of the people. 

In Rome, when they reſerved their democratic rights, they 
preſerved their freedom; when they imparted them to Italy, they 
gave away their independency. Theſe rights, whether ſimple as 
in Athens, or mixed as in Ireland, are ſacred, and when you he- 
ſitate to diſquahfy men, whole dependancy makes them incapable 
of a faithful exerciſe of thoſe rights, and whoſe numbers make 
them dangerous in the abuſe of their privileges, you reje thoſe 
precautions which are neceſſary for conſtitutional preſervation ; 
you ſee the outry of franchiſe againſt the independence of election, 
and the maſk and affeRation of freedom againſt the ſubſtanee. 
The objection of this bill, as far as it relates to, partiality, I think 
J have anſwered ; but gentlemen fay, we have not any fact where- 
on to ground a ſurmiſe againſt the independency of the officers of 
the revenue. Sir, the nature of their fituation is a ſufficient argu- 
ment for that ſurmiſe. Their dependency on the miniſter or on 
the commiſſioners, who are dependant on the miniſter, is a fact; 
their corruptibility from their rank, their habit, and other circum- 
ſtances, a high degree of probability ; here 1s a fituation which is 
in itſelf a diſqualification, and inſtead of demanding proofs of un- 
due influence exerted, you ſhould be fatisfied with the view of the 
fituation itſelf, where undue influence, if exerted, could not be re- 
ſiſted. When gentlemen call for proofs, they know well the nature 
of the mĩſchief renders proofs difficult. Who can trace the ways 
of undue influence ? Who can follow the clandeſtine hint which a 
miniſter may give, or a commiſſioner may convey ? The nature of 
undue influence is to elude the eye, Who can prove that a mem- 
ber of parliament was ever influenced, and yet who can doubt it ? 
And therefore this objection which bawls out for proof is founded 
on the difficulty of the diſcovery, not the conſciouſneſs of in- 
nocence ; but facts are not wanting, if report ſays true. Some 
time in the month of January, on the eve of an apprehended elcc- 
tion, a batch of cuſtom · houſe officers, and of perſons employed in 
the new cuſtom-houſe, architects, glaziers, ſlators, plumbers, ſta- 
tioners, iron- mongers, went down like a horde of Tartars to the 
county of Waterford, to regiſter; having purchaſed forty ſhilling 
freeholds in the borough of Dungarvan, which gave them votes 
for the election of the county of Waterford, of which the firſt 
commiſſioner is the repreſentative, and for the borough of Dun- 
garvan, of which the fon of that commiſſioner is the repreſenta- 
tive. If this report is true, here is a direct attack made for the 
family of the commiſſioner by the revenue officers under his do- 
minion, and by the tradeſmen employed in the new cuftom-houſe 
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under his direction; an attack made on the rights of election. 
Here is that influence of which we ſpeak, attempting to make a 
borough private property, and to convert a county into a borough 
—here is that very fact, which gentlemen called far—here is re- 
venue influence—here 1s an exertion of that influence—here are 
occalional voters, non-reſident voters, cuſtbm-houſe voters, at- 


"tempting to make a county and a borough the private property of 


the family of the firſt commiſſioner of the revenue. —Sir, it is a 
ſtrong argument, in the committal of this bill, that in the conimit- 
tee you may inquire into the ground of this report—there you 
may learn that you have fact as well as argument for this bill. 

Sir, gentlemen aware that all the arguments founded in prin- 
ciple or expediency were againſt them, have affected to reduce 
this bill to a queſtion of power, and have boldly told you, that 
parliament has no power to diſqualify revenue officers from voting 
at elections; grave and learned law authority has advanced ſuch a 
dictum, and give me leave to inform learned and grave law au- 
thority, that ſuch a dictum is a groſs libel on all the proceedings 
of the Britiſh nation, on the bills diſqualifying placemen of a 
certain deſcription from fitting in parliament, penfioners of a cer- 
tain deſcription from ſitting in parliament, and revenue officers from 
voting for members to ſerve in parliament—unfortunately for the 
argument of the learned member, theſe bills are not only the laws 
of England, but happen to be enacted in times in which the con- 
ſtitutional ſpirit of England exerted itſelf with peculiar energy, 
and theſe hapgen not only to be the laws of Engiand enacted in 
her moſt virtuous moments, but founded on the principles of 
other acts, that ariſe out of the ſpirit of her conſtitution ; for 
inſtance, the 5th of William III. makes the interference of any 
collector, &c. in the exciſe, to influence a voter, fine and dif- 
qualification in the revenue officer—the 1 2th William makes ſuch 
interference in commiſſioners, collectors, &c. concerned in the 
cuſtom, fine and diſqualification—the roth Anne makes ſuch in- 
terference of commiſſioners, collectors, &c. concerned in the 
ſalt duties, fine and diſqualification—the bill of the preſent reign 
goes further, and guards the ſubje& againſt the intruſion of - the 
revenue officer, as the former had guarded him againſt his influ- 
ence ; ſo that the officers of the revenue ſhall not influence clec- 
tions either as the creditors of the electors, or the agents of the 
crown : and this 18 a-precaution which the learned gentleman ſup · 
poſes to go beyond the power of parliament—he too calls for 
proofs: proofs of what? — Had England, when the diſqualified 
placemen of a certain deſcription, from ſeats in parliament, proofs 
of their corruption? Had England, when ſhe diſqualified pen- 
ſioners from fitting in parliament, proofs of their corruption? 
Had England, when ſhe diſqualified revenue officers from voting 
in parliament, proofs of their corruption? No, ſhe did not 
proceed on the penal idea of puniſhing individuals, but on the 
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cautionary principle of ſaving the people. —She did not, like the 
learned gentleman, confound a natural with a political right; nor 
ſuppoſe every man, except a criminal, had a right to ſhare the 
democratic powers of the conſtitution ſhe conſidered that a ſitua- 
tion rendering the individual incapable of the unbiaſſed uſe of 
thoſe powers, a diſqualification, even though the individual was 
not a criminal—franchiſe being not a private property to be ſold, 
but a public duty to be diſcharged. Gentlemen ſay, England is 
no example—that the beneficial laws of England are no model 
for Ireland ; what right have they to hold out ſuch language to 
the people? what phyſical, political, or moral blemiſhes do the 
people of Ireland inherit ? or is it on their authority that the 
miniſters of the crown preſume to badge the people of this coun- 
try with their opprobrious diſtinctions? Is it becauſe the people 
of Ireland have not the fame wholeſome food, that they ſhould not 
have the ſame beneficial laws? Your people are not worſe than 
the Engliſh, that they ſhould have leſs privileges; are your mi- 
niſters better, that they ſhould have more powers? Are the miniſ- 
ters of Ireland fonder of the people of this country, than the 
mĩniſter of the ſiſter country are of Great Britain? Are they not 
often aliens in affection as well as birth? diſpoſed to diſpute your 
rights, cenſure your proceedings, and to boaſt that you cannot 
puniſh them, and that therefore they do not fear you? Are they 
not proud to humble you, and ambitious to corrupt you ? Your 
commiſſioners ; are they better than thoſe in England that they 
ſhould be truſted with more powers? Are they more independent 
than the Engliſh commiſſioners in ſentiment or ſituation? are 
they leſs rapacious? leſs ambitious ? leſs craving ? leſs ſervile or 
leſs miniſterial ? | 
Give me ſome decent and plauſible reaſon for refuſing to Ire- 
land thoſe beneficial acts which are the eſſential preſervatives of 
the Britiſh conſtitution, and the fundamental laws of that coun- 
try. I fear you have only adopted the conſtitution of England, 
but you have not adopted her precaution. The penſion-bill— 
the place bill—the diſqualification revenue bill—aQts tending to 
ſ-cure longevity to freedom—theſe you deſpiſe—and the ſame 
men who originally oppoſed the introduction of Britiſh freedom 
into this country, now oppoſe every meaſure neceſſary for its 
preſervation. Gentlemen have endeavoured to juſtify this dil- 
tinction, by inſiſting on the paucity of frecholders—and they ſtate, 
that when your voters are few, they ſhould not diſqualify ſo great 
a proportion of them as the revenue officers compoſe. Juſt the 
contrary, you ſhould diſqualify them—you ſhould when your 
members are few, take care they ſhould be pure; the great por- 
tion of poiſon poured into ſo ſmall a body of voters, muft have 
greater and more fatal effect. The fact is, influenced voters do 
not add to, but diminiſh the number of your electors Sir, they 
ars a counterpoiſe - eighty occaſional revenue officers in the coun- 
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ty Waterford, are eighty good votes not added, but counteract- 
ed, and make the conſtituent body ſo much the leſs. Directly 
oppoſite to this is another argument, which inſiſts on the paucity 
of revenue voters, compared to the electors in general, as an 
argument againſt the bill. Sir, the revenue officers in this king- 
dom are from 2500 to zooo, and your counties are not more 
than 32; the proportion which they bear to freeholders in Ire. 
land, where this bill muſt not take place, is conſiderable; in Eng- 
land, where this bill does take place, nothing. Diverſity of 
ſituation is therefore in argument not againſt this bill; but for it 
you require more precaution than England does you have a 
weaker body to defend—you have a more tender conſtitution to 
preſerve—the method you have hitherto taken to preſerve that 
weakly conſtitution, has been to adopt the penal, the criminal, 
the unconſtitutional code of England, eſpecially in your revenue 
bill, with a guilty accuracy, and to overlook the beneficial and 
conſtitutional code with a blind abhorrence—your nice diſtinction 
has been to make England an example for the purpoſe of coer- 
cion, and none for the purpoſe of privilege. 

Wait, ſays a right honourable gentleman, do not adopt can- 
tionary laws until the evil has happened—England did not diſ- 
qualify her revenue officers until fhe had declared the influence of 
the crown had become terrible; and the member adviſes you to 
poſtpone the ſecurity until the arrival of the danger. 

Sir, there are many more reaſons for this bill than thoſe which 
I have ſtated—reaſons founded on revenue as well as conſtitu- 
tional conſiderations; but there is one argument for it, that muſt 
ſtrike every one here preſent, that is the difficulty of obtaining it. 
The number of advocates, of patrons for the revenue officers, the 
intereſt which government and which the commiſſioners ſeem to 
have in their franchiſe, is a proof (if proof is required) of the 
exiſtence and extent of evil this bill would guard againſt, a proof 
that other men, beſides the officers in queſtion, have a property 
in this franchiſe, When a certain quarter turns advocate for the 
rights of the people, it is a ſymptom that ſuch rights are barter- 
ed with—when they cry out franchiſe, it is a ſymptom that the 
franchiſe is abuſed—this bill will now be loſt, but this bill will be 
the law of Ireland, | 


Mr. Cox AN ſaid he thought ſuch a bill at all times neceſſary, 
but now more ſo than ever. The argumer.ts againſt it would 
have convinced him if his mind had not been decided before. 
One member objected that the principle went too far—another 
that it did not go far enough thus inconfiſtent with itſelf was the 
oppoſition to this meaſure - conſiſtent only in this, that it came 
from the avowed ſervants of the crown, and of every adminiſtra- 
tion. One of thoſe, deſervedly of much reſpect, [the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer] had hazarded the aſſertion that there was net 
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too much influence in Ireland; that gentleman had diſtinguiſh. 
ed very rightly. He did not complain of the influence of the 
crown—he complained of that inſulated ſort of following, not 


flowing, from the body of the people, nor of the nobility not 


belonging to the crown, but the perſonal property of every ad. 
miniſtration. The exceſs of this, he ſaid, was manifeſt in the 
hiſtory of paſt time, and in the picture of the preſent. He then 
obſerved on the ftate of Ireland for a century paſt, and the ſuc. 
eeſſion of its viceroys, as almoſt to a man uniformly ignorant and 
rapacious ; followed by a train of dependants and ſervants, inſo- 


lent, beggarly and worthleſs—the government of courſe oppreſ. 


five—the parliament weak as venal, and the people undone. If, 
ſaid he, in that interval of darkneſs and miſery the wretched peo- 
ple felt that a law exifted, they felt it not in protection but in 
penalty; the religion of the country ſpoke to them only by the 
mouth of the tithe- proctor or bailiff. Gentlemen might ſup- 
poſe that Ireland had been weighed down by the great talents or 
virtues of its ſucceſſive rulers. No—no ſuch thing. On the 
contrary, the men ſent to grind us were in general the refuſe of 
Great Britain; but it was the faſhion of Ireland to deſpiſe and 
hate our fellow ſubjects, becauſe they were hated and deſpiſed 
in England ; it was the faſhion to venerate the maxims of folly 
and oppreſſion, of which we were the victims, and to admire and 
reſpect the contemptible inſtruments by which we were plundered 
and diſgraced. This filly infatuation, ſaid he, was felt as it 
ought, many years ago, by Dean Swift; I will read it to you in 
his own words :—* I knew another perſon who was in England 
the common ſtandard of ſtupidity, where he was never heard a 
minute in any aſſembly, or by any party, with common Chriſtian 
treatment; yet, upon his arrival here, could put on a face of im- 


portance and authority, talk more than fix without either grace- - 


fulneſs, propriety, or meaning, and at the ſame time be admired 
as a pattern of eloquence and wiſdom.” 

What a pity, ſaid he, that the picture of ſuch a maſter ſhould 
find no reſemblance, except in the age he lived He then advert- 
ed to the preſent time—that exceſs of influence was never more 
legible than in the preſent adminiftration. The preſent viceroy 
had come over here making a parade of economy. Has he re- 
duced a ſingle eſtabliſhment ? Has he aboliſhed a ſingle uſeleſs 
place? You had the faith of government, when you gave them 
140,000. a year additional taxes in 1784, that your expences 
ſhould not exceed your revenue ; they now have exceeded it by 
more than 30,c00l.—Has he adopted any plan for alleviating 
any of thele grievances? No; but where you have been aQtive, 
has he co-operated? When the voice of a nation's morality, and 
a nation's want called upon you to correct the ſhameful abuſe of 
the penſion liit—when the odious monſter was condemned, and 
ted forth to execution, it found a reprieve from the Marquis of 
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Buckingham. But why ſhould we wonder at it, for what erime 
has not had the mercy of a pious and a religious king walted upon 
it in this adminiſtration of œconomy and mercy ? Has not rape? 
Has not murder? Has not forgery? Let it not be ſuppoſed, 
ſaid he, that I mention theſe things, merely to bear hard upon 
the name of a lord heutenant—if they are reproaches, I cannot 
change their nature; I mention them as incontrovertible argu- 
ments, that no governor, without a moſt dangerous degree of 
unconſtitutional influence, could purſue ſuch a ſyſtem. He then 
went into obſervations on the bill propoſed. He defended the 
power of parliament to correct abuſes in elections. Every elec- 
tion law was an exerciſe of that power. England had paſſed 
exactly ſuch a law. But it was ſaid, England had done ſo upon 
evidence of an offence committed. That was not the principle. 
To puniſh a body of men for the delinquency of a few, would be 
abſurd ; England did not ſo; it was not an ex poſt facto law of 
puniſhment z- it was a law of prevention! But did gentlemen look 
for offence ?—What do they ſay of a cavalcade of upwards of 
one hundred voters collecting from every corner of the nation, 
and taking poſſeſſion of boroughs on the eve of an election ;—a 
right honourable member had ſtated that fact as a neceſſary reta- 
liation. But the very juſtification, he ſaid, admitted the fact; 


and what a picture, he ſaid, may gentlemen anticipate of the 


marches of thoſe revenue troops, when they ſhall be put in mo- 
tion on the next general election? A ſimpleton will be apt to 
aſk, if theſe cart loads of vagrants are on their way to the ſea 
ſide, to be tranſported for their offences? No, they are cart loads 
of the raw material of members of parliament! I am ſorry, con- 
tinued he, to find that a ſuch picture can excite a laugh. I cannot 
laugh when I conſider that it is not at Swords, or Iriſhtown, or 
Dungarvan, only, that thoſe ſtrolling companies of conſtituents 
will be called upon to act; no, there is not a borough nor a coun- 
ty in Ireland where you will not ſee a temporary ſtage ereRed, 
11 which the comedians ie ſhall hold the mirror up to the conſti- 
tution of the land. | | 

But at this time, ſaid he, it is peculiarly neceſſary. You have 
a governor now, whoſe conduct towards you has Leen treated as 
it merited—the ſtigma you have imprinted is indelible ; ſo is his 
reſentment—he never will forgive what he has drawn upon him- 
ſelf. He feels his government deſerted by the body of the nobles 
by the body of the people. This corrupt influence is his only 
reſource; and you ſee his confidence in it. An open contempt 
of the reprobation of both houſes; an open diſtruſt of the proud. 
eſt of your nobles and gentry, and a diſmiſſal from their offices ; 
and who ſucceed them? his countrymen, his creatures. His 
clerks and runners are preferred to the rank, the virtue, the 
talents, and the reſponſibility of this country. Yes, continued 
ke, the faireſt and the talleſt trees in the foreſt are overſhadowed 
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by the laxuriance of exotics—exotics of the worſt kind, that 
would not grow in their native mould—hungry and barren, they 
drain the ſoil they bear no bloſſom, yield no fruit—while you 
are ſtunted and ſhorn, to make room for the fantaſtic wreathings 
of their ſterile exuberance. He did not, he ſaid, make theſe remarks 
from any wiſh to mortify the gentlemen to whom he was ſup. 
poſed to allude. To fome of them this nation was bound by the 
tendereft ties of neceſſities on one fide, and liberality on the other. 


He could not regard with partiality any gentleman whom he had 


been accuſtomed to ſee a gleaner in the field, ſharing the ſcanty 
ſtraw that fell from the binder with the birds of heaven, though 
he ſhould be put at the head of the reapers. On the con- 
trary, he pitied the awkwardneſs of his ſituation ; for why, 
ſaid he, are the ſages of the law brought in in the arms 
of their nurſes? Why do the Burleighs of the day eſcape from 
the auſterer labours of the toilet, to unbend in the government of 
a great nation? It is a plan of vengeance; it is not merely the 
wanton defire of advancing his dependants, or making them ridi- 
culous by promotion, it is to ſtigmatize you in his turn; and ef- 
fectually will he ſucceed, if he can hold you up to the eyes of 
England and Europe as ſubmitting to ſuch a rule. You may 
read your reſolutions, and talk of the authority of your houſes; 
he will exhibit his runners and clerks as an anſwer ; and it will be 
more than a refutation. In truth, if he ſhall ſucceed in this cu- 
rious project, he will probably by next ſeſſion think it a pity to 
have ſuch rare talents waſted upon you; and will ſend to Ta- 
viſtock-ſtreet for a cabinet of milliners to manage the affairs of 
Ireland. | 

After ſome obſervations on the neceſſity of the bill, he con- 
cluded with declaring, that he would deem himſelf an enemy to 
the honour of the country, and the independence of parliament, 
if. he did not vote for the committal. 


On the Speaker putting the queſtion, that the bill be com- 
mitted, the houſc divided, 
Ayes for the committal — 93 
Noes againſt it — 148 


Mr. Mason then moved that the bill be rejected; and on the 
queſtion being put, it was agreed to without a diviſion. 


Wepnespay, ArRIL 22, 1789. 


Mr. GAT TAN preſented to the houſe, according to order, 2 
bill for the improvement of barren laud ; which was received and 
read the ſirſt time. | 
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Mr. Gxirrirn ſaid ſince he came into the houſe he had found 
that the order of the day on the Grand- canal bill had been diſ- 
poſed of, which, if he had been preſent, he would have moved to 
poſtpone. A matter of difference had ariſen in the Grand-canal 
company, which they had agreed to refer to the determination of 
the Solicitor General, Mr. Michael Smith, Mr. Burſton, and ſome 
other eminent gentlemen of the law, and they were waiting their 
award; therefore he did not intend to proceed any further in the 
bill now before the houſe, | 


Mr. Buxcn, (Accountant- general) preſented to the houſe, ac- 
cording to order, a bill for continuing an act, entitled an act to 
enable the lord lieutenant or other chief governor or governors 
of this kingdom to appoint commiſſioners for enquiring into the 
ſeveral funds and revenues granted by public or private donations, 
for the purpoſes of education in this kingdom, and into the ſtate 
and condition of all ſchools in this kingdom on public or charitable 
foundations, and of the funds appropriated for the maintenance 
and ſupport thereof, and for the other purpoſes therein mention- 
ed; which was received and read the firſt time. 


Mr. HarTLEy preſented to the houſe, according to order, a 
bill to continue an act paſſed in the twenty-third and twenty- 
fourth years of his preſent Majeſty, entitled an act for regulating 
the import of cinnamon, cloves, mace and nutmegs, and for the 
better collecting the duties thereon 3 which was received and read 
the firſt time. 


Mr. GriFriTH preſented to the houſe, according to order, a 
bill to enforce the law in the ſeveral priſons within this kingdom; 
which was received and read the firſt time. | 


Mr. CorviLLE preſented to the houſe, according to order, a 
bill for rendering more effectual two ſeveral acts, paſſed in the 
twenty-fizth year of his majeſty's reign, entitled an act for mak- 
ing, widening and repairing the road leading from the city of 
Dublin to Malahide, and for erecting turnpike gates and receiving 
talls thereout in aid of the barony preſentments, and for appoint- 
ing truſtees for carrying the ſaid purpoſes into execution; and the 
other paſſed in the twenty eighth year of his majeſty's reign, en- 
titled an act for extending to the roads leading to Dublin through 
Raheny and Clontarf the proviſions of an act for making, widen- 
ing and repairing the road leading from Dublin to Malahide, and 
tor erecting turnpike gates and receiving tolls thereout in aid of 
barony preſentments, and for appointing truſtees for carrying the 
ſaid purpoſes into execution, and alſo for continuing the ſaid act; 
which was received and read the firſt time. f 
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The SorrciroR GENERAL ſaid he was againſt exempting the 
mail coaches from the payment of turnpike, as it would greatly 
leſſen the funds for the repair of theſe roads; and declared he would, 
on the report, move a clauſe for the purpoſe of their paying with 
other carriages. 


The CrancEeLLorR oF Thr ExcHEQUER ſaid he had no ob- 
jection to agree with the honourable genticman in what he had 

| propoſed, and he leſt it to him to move the clauſe in ſuch manner 
as he ſhould think proper. | 


A petition of Nicholas Le Favre, on behalf of himſelf and 
rtners, was preſented to the houſe and read ; ſetting forth, that 
Fo the accommodation of the public, and the improvement of 
their private fortunes, petitioners have entered into a partnerſhip 
or company, in order to conſtruct wet and dry docks convenient 
to the port of Dublin; that for this purpoſe, they have taken all 
that low ground which reaches from within a few yards of the 
Marine School to Ringſend Bridge, and have procured a plan, 
and are ready to comply with the terms propoſed by the houſe ; 
that the plan is agreeable to the plan of Mr. Jeſſop, but upon a 
ſcale not ſo extenſive, conceiving that it may be judged expedi- 
eat for the public ſervice to have docks upon both ſides the river ; 
and the petitioners moſt humbly apprehend that the ſum of 
25, ocol. will be in proportion to the encouragement of this un- 
dertaking, upon the principle laid down by the houſe, to enable 
the petitioners to execute the whole deſign of floating and graving 
docks on the ſouth fide of the river Liffey ; the petitioners are 
ready to enter into ſuch engagements in the premiſes as ſhall be 
deemed proper by the houſe, and beg leave moſt humbly to ſtate 
their readineſs to be laid under ſuch reſtrictions, as to the proof of 
their expenditure before the commiſſioners of accounts, to entitle 
them to receive the ſaid grant, as to the houſe ſhall ſeem meet; 
and they ſubmit, that as this work is to be executed in a great 
degree at private expence, it will be diligently and ceconomically 
done, and ſuch ſavings made, both of their private property and 
of the public grant, as will be conſiſtent with the molt complete 
execution of ſo important a work ; and therefore praying aid. 


Tnuxsbav, APRIL 23, 1789. 


The bouſe met, and adjourned until to-morrow, without going 
to guy bubocls,  * 
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Faivay, Arzil 24, 1789. 


As ſoon as the Speaker had taken the chair, the ſerjeant at 
arms was ſent round to the different committee- rooms to ſummon 
the members to their attendance in the houſe, and on his return, 
the houſe being counted, and there not being forty members pre- 
ſent, it immediately adjourned to next day. 


— — — — — 


SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 1789. 


Mr. GxArrax moved, “ that the clerk of the peace for the 
county of Waterford do return to the houſe the names of the 
ſeveral perſons who regiſtered their freeholds for the borough of 
Dungarvan, within the laſt eighteen months, ſpecifying the dates 
of each regiſtry, and ſtating the denomination of lands and tene- 
ments out of which their freeholds aroſe, and their places of reſi- 
| dence,” 


Mr. Uniacxe ſaid that he wiſhed for this order, as at the 
laſt October ſeſſions, ſixty or ſeventy occaſional voters had regiſ- 
tered their freeholds at Waterford, in the county of Waterford. 
He ſaid there were but about four hundred and ſeventy freehold- 
ers, and the encreaſe of occaſional voters had induced the friends 
of a right honourable gentleman [Mr, Beresford] much againit 
his inclination, to make a number of occaſional freeholders equal- 
ly bad as others, in order to counteract them, 


Mr. BzxtsForD declared, and he appealed to ſeveral gentle- 
men in the houſe who knew the fact to be fo, that he never had 
twenty votes againſt him on an election for the county of Water- 
ford; and that neither he nor any of his family ever had made 
an occaſional voter, and for his part he ſincerely wiſhed, that 
the practice of making occaſional voters were put an end to, 


The Soricirox GENERAL ſaid, in order to prevent the abuſes 
reſulting from theſe occalional voters, it became abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to bring in a bill for that purpoſe, and it was a ſubje& 
highly worthy the attention of parliament ; it was a grievance 
which extended generally, and he did not ſee why it ſhould be 
levelled at any particular family, 


Sir Thomas Osnorxe expreſſed a hope, that all the circum- 
ſtances reſpecting theſe manufactured votes may come fully be- 
fore the houſe. 


The Ar roxx AY GENERAL ſaid that laſt ſeſſion he propoſed is 
a bill which he thought would have then gone on, a clauſe to dis- 
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ualify occaſional voters. He ſaid that at the laſt election for 
the county of Limerick, though he had the honour of being ac. 
quainted with the commiſſioners of the revenue, yet ſeveral reve. 
nue officers voted againſt him. 


On the malt-bill being reported, 


Colonel Hu rchissox obſerved, that there was a clauſe in 
that bill which tended very much to injure the brewers in the 
county and city of Cork; it was obliging them to ſell their ale 
for ready money only ; he had therefore a clauſe to propoſe, by 
way of rider, to enable them to allow on a ready money trade a 
diſcount of five per cent. 


Mr. Gairrir ſaid he could perceive, from the ſenſe of the 
houſe, that the brewers of Cork had friends in that houſe, 
whereas cvery application from the brewers of the city of Dublin 
was treated with indifference and inattention. 


Mr. BzztsForD ſaid that if the brewers of the city of Dublin 
thought themſelves aggrieved, they ſhould come before the 
houſe and ſtate their grievances; they had the ſame opportunity 

of coming before the houſe this ſeſſion as they had in the laſt or 


any farmer ſeſſion. 


The clauſe was agreed to, and the bill, with the amendment, 
was ordered to be ingroſſed. 


A petition of George Anderſon and Thomas Greer of New- 
ry, merchants, was preſented to the houſe and read; ſetting 
forth, that the petitioners have entered into a contract for the 
conveyance of his majeſty's mail between Dublin and Belfaſt, on. 
a plan ſimilar to that lately adopted in England, and in order to 
carry the ſame into effect have gone to a very conſiderable expence 
in providing horſes, carriages and other neceſſaries; that the 

etitioners intended to commence running on the 5th of April, 
infant, in full hope that by that time the truſtees of the different 
turnpike roads would, in compliance with his excellency the lord 
lieutenant's circular letters to the different high ſheriffs, iſſued laſt 
ſummer, have cauſed the roads to be completely repaired ; that 
upon a late minute inſpection of the roads (particularly between 
Joneſborough and Belfalt) the petitioners were much diſappoint- 
ed to find the neceſſary repairs had been neglected, and that in 
mauy inſtances they continue fo very bad, and extremely narrow, 
as to render it impoſſible for the petitioners to carry their contract 
into effect in the complete manner which it is their intention to 
do; that the petitioners haye heen given to underſtand that there 
are ſuA-ient funds for accompliſhing the repairs ſo eſſential to 
the ſucceſs of this undertaking on the ſeveral turnpike roads on 
which the mail coaches are to travel ; that, under theſe difficulties, 
the petitioners have top great cauſe to fear an eſtabliſhment of fo 
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much public utility will be entirely defeated, without the aid and 
interpoſition of parliament, and have been obliged to requeſt that 


the poſt-maſters general would extend the commencement of the 


running from the 5th of April, until the 5th of July next ; and 
therefore praying relief. 


Mr. CraTTan preſented to the houſe, according to order, a 


bill to diſable any perſon who ſhall have in his own name, or in 


the name of any perſon or perſons in truſt for him or his benefit, 
any office or place of profit whatſoever under the crown, created 
after a certain time, from being choſen a member of, or from ſit- 
ting or voting in the preſent or any future houſe of commons; 
which was received and read the firſt time. | 


Mr. NeviLLE reported from the committee of the whole houſe, 
to whom it was referred to take into conſideration the report of 
the committee on the petition of the mayor, bailiffs, burgeſſes, 
freemen, merchants, traders and inhabitants of the town and bo- 
rough of Wexford, the following reſolutions z and upon the queſ- 
tion being thereupon ſeverally put, they were agreed to by the 
houſe, | | | | 


Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, 


That a duty of ſixpence per ton be granted upon all veſſels be- 
longing to ſubjects of Great Britain and Ireland, trading to and 
from the port of Wexford to foreign ports, his majeſty's ſhips 
and veſſels and thoſe of the revenue excepted. 


That a duty of three-pence per ton be granted on all veſlels 
trading coaſt ways, except as aforeſaid ; the ſaid duties to be com- 
puted by admeaſurement of their outward bulk, or as regiſtered. 


That all foreign veſſels trading to and from the ſaid port, do 
pay a duty of double what is charged upon thoſe of Britiſh or 
Iriſh ſubjects. | 


That all veſſels trading to or from the ſaid port, under the bur- 
then of forty tons, do pay each the ſum of three ſhillings and ſix- 
pence for anchorage and quayage, and that all veſſels of the bur- 
then of forty tons and upwards do pay the ſum of five ſhillings 
for the like purpoſe. | | | | 


That all boats, ſmacks, cots, gabbards and barges, above the 
burthen of four tons and urder ten, except ſuch as ſhall be actually 
employed in the fiſhing trade, and in carrying building materials 
of lime, ſand or ſtone, or brick, do pay for a licenſe annually the 
ſum of five ſhillings, and five ſhillings per annum duty. 


That all boats, ſmacks, cots, gabbards and barges, of the bur- 
then of ten tons and upwards, except as aforeſaid, do pay the 
ſum of ten ſhillings liceuſe, and ten ſhillings duty, annually, 


394 PARLIAMENTARY [ArkiL 25 


A petition of William Handcock and Guftavus Handeock 
Temple, Efqrs. on behalf of themſelves and the other creditors 
of the road leading from Kinnegad to Athlone, in the county of 
Weſtmeath, was preſented to the houſe and read; ſetting forth, 
that the petitioners are creditors of ſaid road to a very large 
amount; that the tolls of ſaid road being ſcarcely ſufficient to 
keep the ſame in repair, there has ariſen an arrear of intereſt due 
to the petitioners far exceeding the principal debt ; and therefore 
praying the houſe will take the ſame into conſideration, and grant 
them ſuch relief, by raiſing the tolls of ſaid road, or by any other 
means, as to the houſe ſhall ſeem meet. | 


Sir HENRY Cavenvisn, chairman of the committee on po- 


lice accounts, delivered the following report: 


Mr. Speaker, 

Ycur committee appointed to examine the accounts of the 
commiſſioners of police, having met according to order, and call. 
ed for ſuch papers as appeared to them to be neceſſary, and alſo 
examined ſeveral witneſſes relative to the ſtate of the ſaid accounts, 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, directed me to report as follows: 

Your committee having examined the accounts laid before 
them by the commiſſioners of police, do find, that in the two 
years and a half which their inſtitution has ſubſiſted, ending the 
25th of March laſt, they have ſpent. more than 5 1,000l. of the 
money of the public. 

They find further, that the total expence of the firſt year, in- 
cluding the ſalaries paid to the commiſſioners and diviſional juſtices, 
amounted to 20,1971, 98. Iod. and of the ſecond year to 19,9811. 
os. 2 2d. of which ſums your committee find that the fum of 
9,6821. 13s. 10d, was the charge for the watch in the firſt year, 
and 9,500l. in the ſecond, and that the remainder, (being a ſum 
f 10,5141. 16s. in the firſt year, and 10,4811. os. 25d. in the 
ſecond,) has been expended in ſalaries, and other charges which 
have attended this eſtabliſhment. | | | 

Your committee then proceeded to examine into the particu- 
lars of theſe laſt ſums, and find, that a ſum of 4, oool. and up- 
wards has been expended for the police houſe, and the houſes and 
offices of the diviſional magiſtrates, and of the high and chief 
conitables, and for furniture. 2 | 

Your committee further find, that among many other unſuit- 
able and objectionable articles compoſing the laſt mentioned ſum 
of 4,000). there is a charge of 1381. 10s. 8d. for looking-glaſles, 
and gol. 88. 359d. for Wilton and other carpets. Lt» 

Your committee proceeded further to examine the expence of 
the police cavalry, and find that above 4,600l. have been expended 
for the forty horſe of the police eltabliſhment in the two firſt 
years; although it appears to the committee that the keeping 
any horſe policemen was, and is unneceſſary, aud conſequently 


$0 mus 1 „ N os a> we: ow oo 


cy 


£3 


- ky 


1789.1 D 1 AT E 8. 395 


that the laſt mentioned ſum was an expence uſeleſs to the public. 
It alſo appears to your committee, that the additional watch at 
gd. per day has not anſwered the deſired effect. | 

Your committee having obſerved an exceflive charge for the 
article of coals, and inquired into the application thereof, do find 
that about 436 tons have been, on an average, the annual con- 
ſumption, of which 48 tons have been the allowance to the four 
diviſional magiſtrates; about 206 to high and chief conſtables, 
the houſe of correction, and watch-houſes; and for the remain- 
ing quantity of above 180 tons there appears no account, except 
for ſuch part thereof as may have been conſumed at the police- 
houſe, | 

Your committee have further to obſerve, that the commiſſion- 
ers appear to have made an improvident contract in paying 208. a 
ton in the ſecond and third years, the coal factor who furniſhed 
the firſt year having declared his readineſs to continue his con- 
tract at 198. | 

Your committee then proceeded to conſider the charge under 
the head of ftationary, and find it to be for the two years and a 
half, 3, 316l. 6s. 65d. On this extraordinary charge your com- 
mittee have to obſerve, that upwards of 150l. were paid for gilt 
paper, and 49l. 8s. 8d. for ſealing-wax, in the firſt year and a 
half, ending the 25th of March, 1788; charges unwarrantable 
and unnecetfary, which are confirmed by the charge cf 131. being 
found ſufficient for both thoſe articles in the following year. 

Your committee find a conliderable and very extraordinary 
charge for bookg, ſome of which appear to be unneceſſary, and 
by no means appertaining to the buſineſs of the police, the cata- 
logue of which was preſented to the houſe laſt ſeſſion. 

Your committee alſo find, that the commiſſioners of police 
have, for the laſt year and three quarters, paid by agreement to 
their ſtationer, 1041. 18. 6d. per quarter, (which is about 8L a 
week) for compiling and printing the Hue and Cry, and for oc- 
caſional hand bills, of which ſum, he allows one guinea per week 
to a clerk for compiling the Hue and Cry, and he calculates the 
occaſional hand bills at ſeven ſhillings per week, which leaves 
about 6l. 108. to ſaid ſtationer for printing the ſaid Hue and Cry. 
Your committee then examined John Chambers and Thomas 
M<Donnel, maſter printers, and found they would undertake to 
print the Hue and Cry, on a paper, and with a type of the ſame 
kind as thoſe made uſe of for it, for about 31. 1 38. per week, and 
have a reaſonable profit, which is 21. 178. 6d. per week leſs than 
is now paid by the commiſſioners, 5 
Your committee think it neceſſary alſo to take notice, that a 
ſum of 2461. 18s. 8d. was paid in the firſt year, and 1531. 168. 
75d. in the ſecond, for advertiſements in newſpapers, | 

Your committee think it their duty to obſerve, that there is 
a charge of 1761. 78. 12d. for a ſurvey and maps of the metro- 
polis diſtri, | | | 


0 
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Your committee further find, that about gool. have been ex. 
pended in law ſuits, in the greater part of which the commilſi. 
oners of police have been unſucceſsful. 

Your committee proceeded to examine into the ſtoppages 
made from the police watchmen, and find, that 14d. per day, 
amounting to 21. 13s 23 d. a year, is ſtopped for clothing from 
the daily pay of each police night watchman, which (for the 400 
men) amounts to 1064]. 118. 8d. a year, and that 245d. per day, 
(amounting to zl. 8s. 54d. a year) is topped for clothing from 
each watch conſtable, which, for 40 men, comes to 136]. 17s. 
64. a year, which ſtoppages amount in the whole to 1, 20 fl. gs. 
2d. per annum. | | 

'Your committee further find, that the clothing to which ſuch 

ſtoppage is applied, conſiſts, for the night watchmen, of coat, 
waiſteoat, breeches, flannel under waiſtcoat, one pair of long 
gaiters, and hat and cockade, for all which the price paid by 
contract amounts to 21. 45. 5d. per man yearly, and for the 400 
men to 8881. 6s. 8d. and that the clothing of 40 watch conſta- 
| bles conſiſts of the aforeſaid articles, and alſo of ſilver lace, loop 
and button for the hat, and cf a filver lace epaulet, all which 
clothing coſts 21. 198. 14d. per man, and for 40 men coſts 1181, 
45. 2d. which ſum, added to the aforeſaid ſum of 8881. 6s. 8d. 
makes 1,0061. 10s, 10d, per annum. 
And your committee find, that the difference between the 
actual clothing expences of the police night infantry, and the 
aforeſaid ſtoppage, amounts to 1941. 18s. 4d. per annum, for 
which ſaving it does not appear, that the commiſſioners of police 
have given any credit in their account to the commiſſioners of ac- 
count or elſewhere. 

It further appears to your committee, that during the firſt 

year of the police inſtitution, neither flannel waiftcoats nor long 
gaiters were given to the watchmen, and that conſequently 
(though the contract price was then ſeventeen-pence a ſuit higher 
than at preſent) yet the clothing of each of the 400 private men 
did not exceed 21. os. 11d. per annum, and therefore gave op- 
portunity for a ſaving of 7ol. more than their clothing admits in 
the current year. . 
Voor committee alſo find, that excluſive of the aforeſaid ſtop- 
page, and of a ſtoppage for the ſurgeon, there has been ſtopped 
one penny per night from each of the 400 police night watch- 
men, 7-8thsof a penny per night from each of the 40 watch 
eonſtables, and td 5-8ths per night from each of the 40 horſe- 
men, which different ſtoppages amount to 760l. 88. 4d. per ann. 
and that this fum is alleged to have been paid, in ſome ſubſequent 
period, to ſuch police-men as have not been diſmiſſed for miſbe- 
haviour. | | 

Your committee alſo find, that in the accounts laid before 
them by the commiſſioners of police, credit is not given to the 
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public for more than the ſum of 124l. 18. 3d. under the head of 
arrears, which article is in the ſecond year's charge, and that 


conſequently 6461. 7s. 1d, (which is more than 5-6ths of the 


whole of the above ſtoppages of the firſt year) is by that account 
implied to have been paid in or before the ſecond year to the 
police-men as arrears ; but no account has been produced to this 


committee of the payments to the police-men of that large pro- 


portion of thoſe arrears ſo ſtopped from them during the firſt 
year, and not credited to the public; but it is alleged ſaid arrears 
have been paid. es | 

It appears that no credit whatſoever has yet been given to the 
public for the aforeſaid ſtoppages for the ſecond year, ending at 
Michaelmas laſt, and amounting to a like ſum of 760l. 88. 4d. 
although police accounts for the half year, ending the 25th of 
March, 1789, have been laid before the committee ; (the reaſon 
alleged for which, by one of the commiſſioners is, that there are 
ſome of thoſe arrears which have not yet been paid to the men.) 

Your committee think it right to obſerve, that there does not 
appear to them any ground for ſuppoſing that a greater ſum has 
been received by the commiſſioners of police, for non. effective 
men, in the accounts of the two firſt years, than the ſums there- 
in credited to the public. 8 

Your committee further find, that a ſecretary, with a ſalary of 
200l. a year, and three clerks under him, whoſe ſalaries amount 
to 240l. per annum, attend the commiſſioners at the Police houſe, 
excluſive of the accountant and his clerk, and of the ſtationer's 
clerk, who compiles the Hue and Cry. 

And that George Parker, one of thoſe three clerks, enjoying 
a ſalary of 7ol. per annum, has not been in Ireland during the 
laſt half year. 5 

They alſo find, that each of the four diviſional juſtices has two 
clerks, for whom the public is charged 125l. making for the 
eight clerks a ſum of 50ol. a year. 

Your committee obſerve further, that the general accounts of 
the police, laid before the commiſſioners of account, and after- 
wards before this committee, are ill arranged, and many of the 
articles not diſtributed under their proper heads; and that having 
examined the accountant as to that point, he alleged, that the 
arrangement of all accounts of expenditure originated from the 
commiſſioners. | 

And your committee came to the following reſolutions : 

I. Reſolved, That it appears to this committee, that the po- 
lice eſtabliſhment has been attended with unneceſſary patronage, 
waſte, and diſſipation, 

II. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the peace and protection of the city of Dublin might be more 
effectually maintained at a lefſer expence, and that the preſent 
ſyſtem of police eſlabliſnment ought to be changed. 
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The Seraxcx put the queſtion to agree to the firſt reſolution, 


The ATTornEy GENERAL roſe to object to agreeing to the 
reſolution— The right honourable baronet, ſaid he, calls upon us 
to agree to a report which has been founded on ex parte evidence, 
founded on partial inveſtigation, and founded on garbled and fe. 
| lected evidence. 


Mr. GraTTAN, adverting to what had fallen from a right ho- 
nourable gentleman [the Attorney General] defended the con- 
duct of the committee. He ſaid that after a laborious inveſtiga. 
tion, to charge the committee with garbling and ſelecting evi- 


dence, was highly improper It was ridiculous to appoint a com- 


mittee to inveſtigate accounts, and then to refuſe to agree to the 
concluſions of that committee; if gentlemen really wiſhed to be 
ſatisfied on the ſubjeR, and deſired time for the conſideration of 
the report, it might be poſtponed for two or three days, or if 
they deſired to have the evidence on which the report is ground- 
ed, it may be brought before the houſe, but it was by no means 
conſiſtent to give a flat refuſal without any conſideration at all. 


The ATTorxey GEXERNAI.— Being fully ſatisfied that the 
police inſtitution, which has given ſtrength and energy to the civil 
power, and which has reſtored peace and ſecurity to. the metro- 
polis, is the beſt that ever was adopted for this country, T will not 
agree to have it aboliſhed ; (a call of hear! hear!)—it is incum- 
bent on the right honourable gentleman firſt to ſhew that it has 
not anſwered its intention, and then to propoſe a better plan in 
its place, before he calls upon the houſe to agree to the report of 
the committee. . | 

Sir, I have examined the report, and I find that the greateſt 
part of it is taken from written evidence, referred to under the 
titles of papers No. 1, 2, 3, and ſo forth; now where are thoſe 
papers? Are they in the houſe ? They do not any where appear. 
And yet, without giving us any information on the ſubject, the 
right honourable gentleman calls upon us to declare that this in- 
ſtitution has been attended with patronage and profuſion, and 
that it has not anſwered the ends of peace and ſecurity, What 
tittle of patronage appears on the accounts? Not the ſmalleſt 
tittle. How does it appear by the accounts, (for nothing elſe 
was referred to the committee) that the inſtitution has not an- 
ſwered the intention of giving peace and ſecurity to the metropo- 
lis? How could a committee make ſuch an aſſertion? Does not 
every man know the direct contrary is the fact? I call upon gen- 


tlemen to recollect the year 1784. Was any man fafe in his 


bed? Was any man ſafe in his houſe? Were there not gangs of 
ruffians going, about, ready to carry to the 'Tenter-fields, and ſub- 
je& to the American patriotic diſcipline of tar and feathers, any 


2 


4 wad. 


wes As wont e porn” TB 7 TY * 


oi mm. — — — — — an 


— 5 2 


bag ke w | 


1789.1 r 


man that had the misfortune to fall under their diſpleaſure. I 
know, fir, a great cry has been raiſed againſt the police eftabliſh- 
ment; it has been a fatal blow to the mobocracy in Dublin I 
know that majeſtic power will never again raiſe its head, till the 
civil power is aboliſhed ; but in truth, I am not extremely anxi- 
ous for its revival, I recolle& the year 1784, when a riotous mob 
burſt into this houſe, when their leader took that chair in which 
you ſit, fir; and when they paſſed unanimous reſolutions againſt 
the lives of the molt valuable members of this houſe, the very beſt 
and ableſt friends of this country, I recolle&, fir, that my right 
honourable friend [Mr. Grattan] was himſelf indebted for his 
ſafety to a ſtrong military guard—does he prefer that to the civil 
power? The civil power of that day was unequal to his protection; 
the lord mayor declared his inability, and it therefore had become 
neceſſary to increaſe the civil power, or depend upon the military. 
But the outrages of mobocracy are not the only crimes that 
have ceaſed ſince the eſtabliſhment of the police. Has the right 
honourable gentleman called upon the clerk of the peace for the 
county and city of Dublin, to know the number of capital con- 
victions that have taken place ſince the police eſtabliſhment ? If 
he had he would have known, that from the day of that eftabliſh- 
ment the number of convictions for capital offences has been daily 
diminiſhing, and that for two or three ſeſſions there have been 
none at all. Is this no advantage to the community? Does the 
right honourable gentleman ever before remember a maiden com- 
miſſion of oyer and terminer? And if he does not, can he ſup- 
poſe that this houſe will lightly, and upon garbled evidence, de- 
termine to aboliſh an inſtitution from which ſo much good has 
been derived? Sir, I call the evidence garbled, that is giving it its 
mildeſt epithet ; for give me leave to ſay, that where gentlemen 
proceed upon a criminal examination, and take evidence ex parte, 
and then lay before this houſe only what they chuſe to ſelect of 
ſuch evidence, to call it garbled is a tender expreſſion. 
He then went into what appeared on the report touching 
the expence of the inſtitution ; he paid many compliments to 
the minute accuracy with which gentlemen had inſpected the 
looking-glafſes of the police ; of whatever kind they might be, 
he acknowledged that carpets for the police-houte, might at firft 
colt ſomething more than matts, but in the long run he imagin- 
ed they might prove as cheap—and as they were certainly more 
becoming the manſion of the chief commiſſioner, he did not ex- 
ceedingly blame him for providing for himſelf and whoever might 
ſucceed him, carpets and other furniture at almoſt as great an ex- 
pence as was incurred for ſuch things by any private gentleman. 
But he thought it wonld have been ſomewhat candid in the ac- 
cuſers of the police, if they had obſerved, that the firſt two or 
three years of ſuch an eſtabliſhment muſt be infinitely more ex- 
penſive than any ſucceeding years; many things were to be paid 
for in theſe years, that would never occur again, and he had great 
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4 to believe that in future the expence would be much 
wer. 

But as ſo much outcry had been raiſed about the expence, he 
deſired gentlemen to recolle& how that expence had been defray- 
ed, firſt by a ſmall increaſe of the houſe tax, which heretofore 
had been applied to the maintenance and ſupport of that venera- 
ble body of old ladies, commonly called watchmen. Secondly, 
by a tax on coaches, which was heretofore veſted in the Work- 
houſe, but never collected; with ſome incidental revenue ariſing 
from licenſes. The firſt was the watch fund, which had hereto- 


fore been paid for—nothing. The ſecond was a fund which had 


been granted by parliament, but never paid; and the incidental 
revenue aroſe from regulations extremely ſalutary to the peace 
and ſafety of the city. 


Mr. Georcet Poxsoxzr declared he found himſelf ſomewhat 
at a loſs in ſpeaking to the ſubje& ; he aſked will the right ho. 


nourable gentleman reſiſt the reſolutions generally, though ſup- 


ported by the ſtrongeſt evidence ; or does he mean to oppoſe the 
reſolutions becauſe he did not examine the evidence given before 
the committee; conviction muſt not be the motive, but a deter- 


mination to ſupport the police eſtabliſhment, though convicted of 


the groſſeſt frauds, and moſt ſhameful enormity.—lt appears from 
the report that the police eſtabliſhment had coſt the city of Dub- 
lin in two years and a half, the ſum of 51,000]. and the old watch 
coſt but 4 or 5000l. annually—the report, he ſaid, may be laid on 
the table, and any reaſonable time given to examine into it ;— 
the right honourable gentleman ſays, there were riots in 1784 and 
1785, and ſince that time the police was eſtabliſhed, which has 
been found to be a nuiſance of the higheſt nature—and what are 
his reaſons for not inquiring into this nuiſance ? No, ſays he, you 
ſhall not inquire into this eſtabliſhment, becauſe there were riots 
in 1784 and 1785, becauſe there was tarring aud feathering in 
1784 and 1785 —becauſe people were taken out of their beds in 
1784 and 1785. He entered at large into the police eſtabliſn- 
ment, and he obſerved, that protection was not its object, but to 
feed a corrupt influence, and to bring the corporation 'of the 
metropolis under the power of government ; he aſked why does 
the right honourable gentleman ſhrink from the inquiry? We 
are willing to give them time to conſider the report. He contend- 
ed, that the moſt corroborating proofs of the facts contained in 
the report, is the refuſal to go into the inquiry ; the report has 
been ſtigmatized, as being garbled and mutilated, and containing 
partial and ſelected evidence; and concluded with ſaying, that 
the committee dared an inquiry into their conduct. 


The ATTorxty GENERAL declared, that he never objected 
to go into evidence, he only objected to agreeing to the reſo- 
lution. | | 
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Mr. Oc1Lv1is ſaid the report was founded on facts, and it was 
impoſſible for any gentleman to diſagree with that report; for his 
part he diſclaimed the idea of partial evidence, and in order that 
gentlemen might be in full poſſeſſion of the facts contained in that 

report, he ſhould move for the report being printed. 5 


Mr. Kearney ſaid that though no man had a greater averſion 
than he had to all lawleſs, tumultuous proceedings, he could not 
be reconciled to any unconſtitutional meaſures adopted to ſup- 
preſs them. He ſaid that he had always conſidered the police 
act for this city, paſſed, on the ſpur of the occafion, as an act 
of this kind; an act which gave a very dangerous patronage to 
the crown, at the ſame time that it totally altered, or rather ſub- 
verted the conſtitution of this great capital. He ſaid that if a 
remedy was not ſoon applied, it was highly probable that the evil 
would not ſtop here, but would be extended to every town in the 
kingdom where government had a mind to eſtabliſn an intereſt. — 
He owned that he was under no apprehenſion of this ſort, under 
the pteſent adminiſtration ; but adminiſtrations, he obſerved, 
were very tranſient ; as to the argument that had been ſo ſtrongly 
urged in favour of the act, it was very far from convincing him, 
nor did he think that it could bring conviction to the mind of any 
unprejudiced man living. Is it, faid he, a fair concluſion, that 
becauſe there were violent outrages committed here in 1984, 
and that there are none now, that we muſt attribute this to the 
police act? He reminded the houſe, that though the riots here 
were very bad, they bore no kind of ſimilarity or proportion to 
that in London yet peace and ſecurity was eſtabliſhed there in 
a very ſhort time, without a police act or any infringement on 
their rights. He ſaid that he was ſatisfied the defect was not at 
that time in our laws, but in the negligence of the magiſtrates, 
and improper perſons being appointed watehmen. He added, 
that he had long conſidered the independency of London as con- 
tributing very conſiderably to the independency of Great Britain; 
and he obſerved, that the ſame cauſes muſt produce the like 
effects in both countries, that is, that the preſervation of the 
independency of the capital of either kingdom is eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary to the preſervation of the liberty of the entire kingdom. 
He ſaid that he took for granted the report was well founded, 
but at the ſame time he thought it would be better to poſtpone 
coming to any reſolution on it until the houſe was perfectly ſatiſ- 
fied. If the matter was to be determined immediately, he muſt 
vote in fayour of the report; for if not it would be a tacit ap- 
probation of the very extraordinary and extravagant charges men- 
tioned in it. | 75 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE Excicques roſe for the vindica- 
tion of the rules of parliament ; the houſe, he ſaid, is called upon 
Vor. IX. D d | 
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to agree to the reſolutions, without examining inte the evidence, 
and ſurely that would not be conſiſtent with the rules or forms of 
parliament. 1 l | 


Mr. Grogxct PoxsonsyY aſked, if it met the idea of the right 
honourable gentleman the Attorney General] that the report be 
printed, and taken into conſideration on Tueſday next. 


The Soriciro GENERAL oppoſed agreeing to the reſolution ; 
he went over nearly the ſame ground as the Attorney General 


Sir HENRY CavenvisH obſerved, that gentlemen on the other 
fide of the houſe had objected to the evidence contained in the 

report, and now they were arguing from it; he ſaid it was ſome- | t 
what difficult to reconcile this inconſiſtency of conduct. f 


Mr. Marcus Brxksroxp ſaid that the committee had ex- c 
ceeded the order of reference, for the committee were appointed £ 
ſolely to examine the accounts of the commiſſioners of police h 
preſented this ſeſſion, and this report was drawn up at nine o'clock 
at night at a private houſe, where there were but four per- 
ſons z—he ſaid, that the report was garbled and mutilated, and 
that the committee had entirely deviated from the order of re- 
ference. He ſaid that patronage was no part of the order of 
reference; conſidering as he did, that the report was garbled and 

mutilated, and founded on partial and ſele&ed evidence, he ſaid 
it was impoſſible for the houſe to come to any reſolution on it. 


- 


Mr. CHarLtEs O'NeiLL ſaid there was a ſettled determination 
in the other ſide of the houſe never to inquire into the expence of 

this eſtabliſhment. He obſerved, that gentlemen objected to the 
report, and he aſked how came we to be entertained with extracts 
from the report? The citizens of Dublin complain of the heavy 
expence of this eſtabliſhment, and their complaints in this reſpect 
ought to be attended to by the houſe, 


Sir Fazaxcts HuTcninsow ſaid he thought it neceſſary to 
prevent the houfe from being led into a miſtake, by its having 
been aſſerted, that the report had been drawn up in a private 
houſe. He would ſtate the fact as it really was, viz. That the 
committee having been on Wedneſday adjourned to four o'clock 
on Thurſday ; a right honourable member and he came out of 
Chriſt· church, immediately after the thankſgiving ſervice, to the 
parliament houſe, and there met two other members of the com- 
"mittee, and in the Speaker's chamber read over and agreed to 
the whole of the report, except about five lines of it ; that then 
finding it to be near ſix o'clock, and one of the members being 
obliged to go away, they availed themſelves of the power the 


1789.) irn 403 


houſe had given them of adjourning from place to place, and ad- 

journed to the houſe of one of the committee, to meet at nine 
o'clock that evening; and they immediately delivered to the 
committee clerk ſuch part of the report as they had agreed to, 
that a fair copy might be made without loſs of time ; that they 
accordingly met that evening, and concurred in the ſmall part of 
the report which had nt been finiſhed at the parliament houſe. 


Mr. MoLyxevx ſpoke in favour of the police eſtabliſhment, 


He ſaid it was an inſtitution that preſerved the quiet and peace 
of this city. 


Mr. BxzownLow ſaid there was no intention in the committee 
to deſtroy and aboliſh the police eſtabliſhment ; their object was 
only to have a modification of it; the expence of it muſt be al- 
lowed to be moſt enormous, and highly oppreſſive to the citizens 
of Dublin ; and it was the wiſh of the committee that a ſufficient 
guard ſhould be allowed for the protection of the city, ſupported, 


however, on conſtitutional and ceconomical principles. 


Mr. Bus ux ſaid that he did not think the evidence had been 
garbled by the committee ; but he thought there was an error in 
their proceedings in point of form, which made it impoſſible for 
the houſe to agree with their reſolutions. The reſolutions went 
to condemn the commiſſioners of police for waſte and diſſipation 
ef the public money. He ſaw no reaſon to ſay that the com- 
mittee had been miſtaken in the concluſions they had formed, but 
there had been this error in their proceedings, that they had only 
reported the concluſions which they had drawn from the evidence, 
but had omitted to report the evidence itſelf. However well 
founded theſe concluſions might appear to his private judgment, 
he ſhould invade an eſtabliſhed principle of parliamentary juſtice, 
if he ſhould agree to a vote of cenſure on ſuch foundations. The 
perſons accuſed had a right to avail themſelves of the evidence, 
and to ſhew, if they could, that the evidence did not ſupport the 
reſolutions of the committee. How was it poſſible for them to 
do this, when the evidence had not been laid before the houſe ? 
No man ſhould be condemned upon any reſolution which he had 
not the fulleſt opportunity to controvert. The right honourable 
chairman of that committee, when he, had heard a part of the 
evidence read by a right honourable member, as a confutation of 
one of the reſolutions, had obſerved, that the doing ſo was con 
trary to order, becauſe the evidence was not properly before the 
houſe; — that obſervation had {truck him very forcibly. . Surely 
it could not be equitable to condemn any ſet of men upon charges 
produced againſt them, if they had not an equal opportunity of 
applying to the evidence, in order to acquit them, if they ſhould 
prove their innocence, If the * ſhould do ſo, they would 


404 PARLIAMENTARY [Arzu 25, 


make themſelves the ſervants of the committee; they would have 
delegated to that committee the whole power of judging upon 
the ſubject, and have no power of judgment or appeal left in 
themſelves. He appealed to the oldeſt members of the houſe, 
whether they ever delegated the power of judgment to any com- 
mittee in any caſe, except thoſe of contivited elections, and this 


was done, by a ſpecial a& of parliament ? But whenever they 


paſſed a cenſure founded upon evidence, it was neceſſary that 
the whole evidence ſhould be laid before them; it was a caſe 
which came home to every man in office. If the commiſſioners 
of the revenue bad been accuſed of waſte and diflipation by a 
committee of four, or of twenty, or of forty, would they not 
have a right to ſay, where is the evidence which ſupports this ac- 
cuſation ? Would we not have a right to riſe in our places, and 


to ſhew that the evidence was defective, or that falſe concluſions 


had been drawn from it ; to call for any part of the. evidence to 
be read at the table, and to compare it with the reſolutions 
which had been grounded upon it, in order to ſhew that the reſo- 
lutioms. were ill founded. He did not, however, infer, that the 
committee had been miſtaken; nor did he riſe to exculpate the 
board, of police. There ſeemed to be room for re formation, and 
he believed the committee had done much public ſervice, by 
ſhewing the neceſſity of a reform; — but he did not think the 
houſe would be juſtified in agreeing to the reſolutions then pro- 
poſed to them. ( 1 


Sir Lucius O'Brien arraigned the conduct of the committee. 
He ſaid their proceedings were informal, and that their report 
could not be received till an order was made, that the committee 


be revived and enlarged. 


Mr. Ee Av. I have liſtened with ſome attention, and much 
ſurprize, to the courſe of this debate. In my opinion, it has 
been too deſultory and indecorous. A committee had been ap- 
pointed by this houſe to inveſtigate the eren accounts; that 
committee, reſpectable, dibgent, and indefatigable, have return- 
ed an able and an honeſt report to this houſe; and what is the 
reward, the remuneration for their labour and their honeſty ? 
The firſt law officer of the crown openly accuſes them of partiali- 


ty and corruption in their report., I ſay, accuſes them of par- 


tia/ity and corruption. It is ſaid they have garbled the evidence; 
that is an accufation of corruption and partiality; no man con- 
deſcends to garble evidence, but the partial and the corrupt man. 
Sir, this is parliamentary indecorum. Tt is the indecorum of 
Aippancy to recriminate, and timidity to face inveſtigation. The 
committee of this houſe have been undervalued and debaſed ; they 
have been reduced below the level and the rank of the miniſterial 
officers of a court of juſtice, and accuſed of exceeding the ſub- 
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je& matter of their reference. I will tell gentlemen, that a com- 
mittee is a liberal effuſion from this houſe to inveſtigate for the 
information of this aſſembly, and to return to this houſe the fruit 
of that inveſtigation. They would be criminal, they would be 
reprehenſible, if they kept back from this houſe the detection of 
enormous abuſe, of official extravagance, of official profuſion. 
They have not kept it back ; they have honeſtly, zealouſly, and 
emphatically reported it to this houſe, and the officers of the 
crown ſlander and vilify their conduct for a ſacred adherence to - 
duty. The example of the religious man is the rebuke of the 
ſinner.— The conduct of the honeſt ſervant of the people, con- 
traſted with the uniform practice of the ſlave of the crown, 
aggravates his baſeneſs, and heightens his deformity. It has been 
ſaid, this report has been founded on evidence ſuppreſſed, and 
the aſſertor of this calumny of evidence holds the book in his 
hand, and cites from it garbled paragraphs to vilify the report of 
the committee. They cry out ſuppreſſion of evidence, to libel 
the committee, and they inſtance: quotation from that evidence 
to aſperſe the report. Adminiſtration pretend there is not evi- 
dence before the houſe to juſtify the condemnation of the ſyſtem 
of pulice contained in this report, and to warrant the abolition of 
police, but not of protection. I ſay, fir, the death of the police 
in this metropolis, will be the reſurrection of protection; of 


effectual, not inefficacious; of œcοomical, not profuſe; of con- 


ſtitutional, not corrupt, protection. Adminiſtration have been 
offered time to inveſtigate, and evidence to eftabhſh theſe truths. 
But adminiſtration ſhrink from inveſtigation; becauſe inveſtiga- 
tion would generate demonſtration of official profligacy and ex- 
travagance. I will tell gentlemen why they ſhrink from the in- 
veſtigation of official abuſe. The work of inveſtigation may be- 
come contagious, its infection may ſpread from one department 
of office to another, till it demonſtrates to the country that 
abuſe, peculation, and profuſion, are the epidemical diſeaſes of . 
office. They feel that this ſpirit of inveltigation may propagate 
from office to office, and therefore they put the extinguiſher upon 
the firlt ſpark, left it ſhould kindle into a flame of purification. 
The profuſe expenditure of 4000l. to purchaſe a manſion for the 
firſt commiſſioner of police, may bring on an inquiry into the 


enormous expenditure of public money, to build a palace at the 


Cuſtom-houſe for the king of the revenue, the firft commiſſioner 

of that revenue. The condemnation of profuſe expenditure in 

the ſplendid and coſtly furniſhing the manſion of police, may be 
a precedent againſt the like profuſion in the furniſhing of the pa- 

lace of the revenue. Sir, this report has aſcertained to this 

houſe one article of ſhameful profuſion : one hundred and fifty 

pounds for the purchaſe of pier-glafſes for this manſion of police. 

It has been endeavoured to extinguiſh this ſhameful inſtance with 
a laugh; but I will ſay, that thoſe glaſſes hold the mirror up to 
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official peculat ion, to public profuſion, and to unconſtitutional 
patronage. Sir, the author of theſe enormities, the commiſ- 
fioner of police, ought, on return to his manſion, to ſhroud thoſe 
glaſſes, leſt they exhibit him to himſelf—leſt they extort from 
him thoſe bluſhes, which he ought to have in this houſe. This 
report has detected the enormities of the police eſtabliſhment, 
and they are briefly theſe : ineffeQual protection, the pretext— 
unconſtitutional patronage, the conſequence of profuſion. Twenty 
thouſand pounds a year are expended, it appears from the accounts 
on your table, in the purchaſe of more ineffectual protection, than 


was formerly obtained for leſs than five thouſand. The real pro- - 


tection of the eſtabliſhment of police, the five hundred men in 
arms, coft but nine thouſand of that twenty, and what becomes 
of the reſidue? I will tell gentlemen. The favings out of the 
oppreſſive taxes of protection, are thrown into a ſinking fund, 
and this fund is appropriated to buy in the liberties of the corpo- 
ration of the capital ; it is appropriated to buy in the repreſenta- 
tion of this city by the moſt dangerous ſyſtem of patronage. A 
battery is raiſed againſt the liberties of the corporation of Dublin; 


it is filled with officers and men armed for the deſtruction of your 


rights, and you are made to pay; you are oppreſſed beyond your 
bearing, to pay the aſſailants of your franchiſes, the corruptors 
of your repreſentation. Let me tell gentlemen, this is the moſt 
dangerous invention of patronage, that ever grew up in this na- 
tion. It is patronage levelled againſt the freedom of your capi- 
tal; it is exalted patronage, and its abuſe and enormities conſe- 
quently beyond the reach of detection or correction. The en- 
ſlaving of your metropolis is dangerous to an extreme. It may 
ſet an example of ſervility contagious to the nation, and deſtruc- 
tive to the conſtitution and the liberties of the people. I ſay, 
the patronage is exalted, and therefore dangerous and unpuniſh- 
able. The abuſes of that patronage, which is to purchaſe the 
repreſentation of the firſt city of your nation, dare not to be in- 
quired into by adminiſtration. They muſt-give the commiſſioners 
of police, and the members for your metropolis, a carte blanche 
for official peculation, profuſe expenditure, and irreſponſible pro- 
fligacy. It is ſaid, is the city ts be plupged into anarchy and 


— — ſedition? It is ſaid we offer no ſubſtitute for police, 


no ſyſtem for protection. The right honourable mover is pro- 
vided with a bill to eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of protection in this metro- 
polis: a bill provident of efficacious protection, economical in 
its purchaſe, and conſtitutional in its patronage. I muſt there- 
fore give my hearty concurrence for the abolition of police in 


this city, becauſe the ſyſtem is unpalatable to the nation becauſe 


its expence is oppreſſive to the metropolis—becauſe its protection 
is inefficacious—becauſe the purchaſe of that inefficacious pro- 


tection is extortion, and jts patronage hoſtile to the chartered 


rights of this city; deſtructive of the freedom of its repreſenta- 
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tion, and highly dangerous in the example of corruption it ex- 
hibits to the nation. e | 


Serjeant ToLEs ſaid it was not his intention to vindicate pro- 
fuſion, or to juſtify wanton expence. There was every reaſon to 
believe that correction was wanting to thoſe abuſes, to which 
every new inſtitution of a ſimilar nature was liable ; and it is in- 
cumbent on the government of the country to apply a remedy to 
a miſchief, for which they would otherwiſe be reſponſible. 

But, as to the reſolutions propounded, and offered to the houſe 
for their adoption, they were not warrantable on the part of the 
committee from whence they came, nor were they to be juſtified 
by the evidence or the nature of the caſe. The palpable tenden- 
cy of the reſolutions was to condemn the inſtitution, and to ſub- 
ſtitute another in its room, in order to favour ſome little object 
of electioneering policy, | a 

For my part, fir, ſaid he, I am not in the ſecret of the com- 
petitors on either ſide in that buſineſs; but I am anxious for the 
preſervation of that public peace which we all remember to have 
been outrageouſly violated, and which, ſince the eſtabliſhment of 
the police inſtitution, we have again ſeen happily reſtored. 

His connection with the criminal juriſdiction of the metropo- 
lis diſtrict and its vicinity, for many years, had given him the 
fulleſt opportunity of obſerving the ſalutary effects which had 
followed from giving ſuch effectual ſtrength to the civil magiſtra- 
cy, as enabled them to check outrage and bring delinquents to 
juſtice. He was happy to inform the houſe, that within the laſt 
two years, the average proportion of convictions in the court 
where he preſided, had fallen ſhort one-third at leaſt of what 
they had been in any ſimilar period of his experience; and he 
had every reaſon to know, that much of the happy reſult was to 
be attributed to the exertions and activity of the body of men 
that it was ſo much the faſhion to complain of. 

What was your ſituation in the year 1784? On the 5th of 
April, in that year, the inſolence of an ungoverned mob had got 
ſo high as to break into this houſe, in which we are at preſent 
aſſembled, and after having placed their preſident in the chair, 
where you now ſit, they did not depart until they had effected the 
diſpoſal of matters which they deemed of high political concern, 
and until they had left many indecorous veſtiges of the contempt 
in which they held the great counci] of the nation, | 

On our meeting, the houſe came to ſtrong reſolutions againſt 
the magiſtracy of Dublin, and they excuſed themſelves by impo- 
tence, and the inadequacy of the civil power to protect the pub- 
lic peace. Proclamations ifſued ; rewards were offered; and the 
newſpapers teemed with thoſe diſgraceful publications which have 
heretofore expoſed and humiliated the kingdom of Ireland in 
every country where ſuch publications have circulated, The 
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faſhion of diſturbance was diſſeminated to other parts of the coun. 
try, and the folly of gentlemen ſoliciting government to authen- 
ticate ſuch libels upon the magiſtracy, the gentry, and ſpirit of 
the kingdom, went ſo far, as to incur an expence in the obtain- 
ing and publiſhing of them, which would, if properly applied, 
have defrayed a great proportion of the charges that are com- 
plained of at preſent. ' n 5 
No, ſir, we have gained this ſecurity without applying 
to an unconſtitutional militar intervention z we have given 
ſtrength to the civil power; and ſhall gentlemen plume themſelves 
upon =he popmerty of degrading that civil power? ls it for the 
purpoſe of giving confidence to the deſperate in the hope of diſ- 
turbance, or of throwing us back upon the army as the only 
power that is competent to give us protection? But as to the 
report of the committee, they have nat only ſuppreſſed a great 
proportion of the evidence, but they have drawn concluſions un- 
founded, and rambled into conſiderations quite foreign to their 
purpoſe, and not warranted by the order under which they fat : 
that order was merely for the inveſtigation of the accounts, and 
expence of the police. A learned gentleman at the other fide 
[Mr. Egan] has ventured upon the analogy of proceeding, before 
an officer of the ſuperior courts, and to vindicate the committee 
in the latitude of their deciding upon the expediency of the inſti. 
tution, when the matter of the accounts was the only thing ſub- 
mitted or referred. Did the honourable gentleman contend that 
a Maſter in Chancery would be warranted to take ſuch a latitude ? 
No: the committee, like the maſter, was miniſterial as to the 
point referred, and not judicial upon the meaſure from whence it 
flowed. ' But ſince the gentleman had introduced an analogy from 
the courts of juſtice, he would venture to adopt another, with 
which the pleaders were well acquainted, and in their language he 
would call the report of the committee, impertinent ! [a loud 
jaugh] gentlemen may laugh at the rough language of legal men 
they ſometimes ſeem to make uſe of ftrong expreſſions, not 
only to the parties, but to each other—ſtrangers may be ſur- 
priled, yet we have very ſolid reaſon for ſo doing. But to re- 
xurn; the report before you is not pertinent to the matter re- 
ferred, and therefore in every acceptation of the word, it is an 
impertinent report. i | 
Now, fir, no gentleman on the part of government does contend 
but that the expence ſhould be inveſtigated and controlled ; and it 
is moſt ſeriouſly intended. But is this a meaſure to agitate a na- 
tion? Is ſuch an inquiry a ſubject of ſuch political magnitude as 
to found an aſſertion, that the conſtitution is invaded, and that 
charters are invaded, becauſe the city of Dublin is no longer the 
aſylum for a licentious mob. Similar inſtitutions were paſſed on 
the principle of that before, and accommodated to the ſituation of 
many counties in the ſouth; they have been found ſalutary, and 
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are univerſally popular. Since this eſtabliſhment has taken place, 
has there been a ſingle alarm from a mob, or even a combi. 
nation that diſturbed the traders of the city ? No! parliament is 
no longer bearded by ruffians ; individuals are ſecure by day and 
by night ; the dread of tarring and feathering has vaniſhed ; out- 
rage is exchanged for induſtry ; landed property has riſen five 
years purchaſe in value; the metropolis of the kingdom is cem- 
fortable to the inhabitants, and invites the ſtranger to reſidence 
among us. We can now boaſt of a tranquillity ſuperior to that 
of any great city in Europe; nor are we afraid that a deſperate 
rabble will get ſuch an aſcendancy as in another country lately 
ſpread a conflagration, unbarred the priſons, attacked the repoſi- 
tory of national wealth, and was near to have annihilated and de- 
ſtroyed the firſt city in the world. A venerable and learned gen- 
tleman [Mr. ONeill] has exclaimed againft the inſtitution, and 
contraſted the preſent with the former expence of our no&urnal 
protectors, whoſe ſuperiority (with all the ſenſibility of an old 
watchman) he is diſpoſed to vindicate againſt the Hovelty of intru- 


fion, upon the antiquity of their reign. 


But gentlemen ſhould be aware of giving a ſanction to an inte- 
reſted out-cry againſt an inſtitution which has had ſuch evident 
good effect The ſpirit of diſturbance needs but little encourage- 
ment, and | at this moment on the look-out for an opportunity 
to inſult thoſe who have kept down its creſt. Should parliament 
give a ſanction to the cenſure propoſed, it would amount to a pro- 
clamation to confuſion, as it would ſtop the authority of thoſe 
whom it has induſtriouſly endeavoured to abuſe, and to render in- 
competent to their purpoſe, by holding them out as obnoxious to 
the ſtate. | E bel | | | 


Sir Heyay Cavennisn. I take it for granted the learned. 


gentleman, before he addreſſes himſelf to the lord chancellor in 
the court of chancery, on behalf of his client, firſt reads his brief. 
I wiſh, before he had addreſſed himſelf to you, he had read the 
minutes of the committee, and I am perſuaded he wonld hare ar- 
gued in a very different manner, though poſſibly the ſame weights 
reaſons that make him eloquent in chancery, have made him open 
his mouth wider and wider upon the preſent queſtion. But a right 
honourable baronet has told you there was no way of getting at 
thoſe minutes ; that unleſs the committee were opened again, and 
were again to go through the bufineſs, the houſe could not be in 
poſſeſſion of the evidence. I will not pretend to argue upon 
points with the right honourable baronet, who is ſo much better 
acquainted them than I am; but, fir, I am clearly of opinion that 
the houſe has a right to order thoſe minutes to be laid before them 


whenever they think proper; and indeed it would be ftrange if 


they could not ; for in that caſe evidence taken in a committee 
might be perverted to very bad purpoſcs indeed. Sir, from my 
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- knowledge of the evidence taken in the committee, and of the 
Pipers preſented to the houſe by the commuſſioners of impreſt ac- 
cunts, I am bound to declare that the commiſſioners of police 
ſtand convicted of irregularity, and a want of economy. Sir, I 
ſhou d not have ſaid this if one of them had not been preſent. It 
gives me pain to mention any thing that may appear to be per. 
ſonal ; I do not do it with the ſmalleſt intention to offend the 
Honourable gentleman ; but, as one of the guardians of the public 
purſe, I fear to offend millions of my fellow ſubjects by a neglect 
of duty, when ſuch a maſs of evidence urges me to the execu- 
tion of that duty, The honourable gentleman will have an op- 
portunity of exculpating himſelf from the charge, and I am per- 
ſuaded he will find it abſolutely neceſſary to ſtate to the houſe what 
he can upon the ſubject. Either the commiſſioners of police, or 
the commiſſioners of impreſt accounts are guilty, 1 know too 
well the accuracy of the commiſlioners of impreſt accounts, who 
hive examined into this buſineſs, upon oath, to ſuppoſe they have 
made a falſe report: No, fir, the evidence in the committee has 
c rroborated the truth of their report, founded upon the ſtubborn 
evidence of facts. The gentlemen on the other fide of the houſe 
are conſcious of the guilt ; they dare not look the evidence in the 
face; they know the more it is looked into the ſtronger it will ap- 
pear ; they therefore throw themſelves in the way between the 
juſtice of the houſe. and the commiſſioners ; their intention is to 


ſkreen them; to ftifle the inquiry, and to keep the public in the 


dark; their attempt is vain, and, in my opinion, injudicious: The 
public will think the commiſſioners are worſe than they really are, 
a id as bad as the evidence makes them. Sir, this is what we call a 
mort quettion—a ſtrong mcaſure. Mark, fir, the ſitvation of the 
houſe ; one fide are acting with their eyes open; they have ſeen 
the evidence—they are acquainted with it—they feel the weight 
of it.;—rhey have traced the progreſs of the irregular and extra- 
vagant conduct of the commiſſioners, and they have put their ſeal 
upon that conduct, and the impreſſion is juſtified by the evidence. 
Gentlemen on the other ſide of the houſe come hood -· winked to 
the queſtion; they are led blind- fold to the charge they are go- 
ing to vote they know not what; and they are ſo far prudent not 
to ſuffer the evidence to be laid before them, as they are conſcious 
on the peruſal of it their votes would gall them to the quick. It 
is better; 1 commend them to vote in the dark, than ſeeing, to go 
directly againſt the conviction of their ſenſes. Oh! but it is an 
angry reſolution, ſays the learned gentleman, baye a care of an 
outcry. Sir, I declare, in the face of my country, that when I 
find my fellow citizens have been oppreſſed ; when I find an at- 
tempt to trample on them by a bad law; when I find them put 


under the dominion of a fort of olygarchy in the city, againſt 


e-ery principle of freedom and independency, I will provoke that 
outcry, 1 will call aloud for that outcry ; it is a ſubject that ought 
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to rouſe the free ſpirit of the citizens of Dublin ;—they ought to 
ſpeak out; they ought to take every calm, wiſe, legal, conſtitu- 
tional ſtep, peaceably, but with firmneſs, and an unſhaken determi- 
nation, to caſt off the yoke, and liberate themſelves from the 
ſhackles that have been forged for them. The learned gentleman 
talks of knowing the city of Dublin before 1784. Why is he 
not a friend to them ? I knew the city of Dublin before he was 
born; I drew my firſt breath in this city; I feel perhaps more 
eager upon the ſubject; I feel the zeal of a native, of a freeman of 
the city, and I-cannot bear to ſee my fellow-citizens plundered of 
their property, and deſpoiled of their. independence, and all th i; 
to feed the pride of government, and the avarice and ambition of 
the olygarchy of the city. This is the true ground for their un- 
precedented oppoſition. The police bill was brought in to make 
the city of Dublin a government borough, and violate the freedom 
of election. Well has the honeurable gentleman ſaid, that he at- 
tributes the freedom and independency of England to the freedom 
and independency of the city of London; and ſhall the city off 
Dublin, the firſt city in Ireland, celebrated for its independent 
ſpirit, be ſacrificed at the altar of court influence? Shall they ſet 
the example to every part of the kingdom of an enſlaved corpora- 
tion ? Shall it be a bye word in every part of Ireland, when cor- 
ruption at elections is the ſubject, that the city of Dublin is cor- 
rupt, that ſhe is bought with a price? The time is coming, how- 
ever, when J hope the city will vindicate their rights; will make 
at leaſt one ſtruggle for their freedom; will chuſe men of inde- 
pendence, and ſpurn at thoſe who ſhall be ſet up by court influ- 
ence, Let them take the opportunity that approaches with quick 
ſteps; let them join hand in hand; let every citizen pledge himſelf 
to his neighbour, that he will never part with his independence.— 
If they ſhall neglect the approaching hour; if they ſhall then 
yield to their oppreſſions, perhaps they may never have another 
opportunity ; their chains will be rivetted too faſt, and they will 
be flaves for ever. I ſhall ſay but one word more, the reſolution 
is grounded upon evidence undeniable. Gentlemen on the o her 
ſide are going to diſagree with the committee, not knowing what 
they do. We offer them the whole evidence, to have it printed, 
if they pleaſe—they reject the offer. If I were diſpoſed to have 
them in a point of view, in my mind the moſt diſgraceful, I would 
have them to vote without the evidence, that the world might 
judge of their motives by their conduct. | 


Mr. HarTLEy ſaid he roſe to make an obſervation reſpecting 
what had fallen from a right honourable gentleman [the Attorney 
General] who had ſaid, that the overturning the police eſtabliſh- 
ment would give a fatal blow to the mobocracy, ſo he was pleaſed 
to call it, of this city. He begged leave to inform the houle, that 
the petition which he had the honour to preſent a few days ago, 
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praying for a repeal of the police law, was ſigned by a very nume. 
rous and reſpeQable part of the inhabitants of this city—they 
complain, and with great juſtice, that the expence is extravagant 
and profuſe—and for his part, be ſhould ever oppoſe the police act 
as a dangerous innovation, and givingan unconſtitutionalpatronage 
to adminiſtration. 1 FI 


Mr. Harpy ſaid he roſe to make ſome obſervations on what 
had fallen from the learned ſerjeant [Mr. Toler] at the other fide 
of the houſe ; at the ſame time to expreſs his entire and unaltered 
diſapprobation of the police eſtabliſhment ; a diſapprobation which 
certainly ſuffered no diminution by the report then before the 
houſe. There was one circumſtance, however, in the learned ſer. 
jeant's ſpeech, which would, he was ſatisfied, convey the ſame 
pleaſure to every man's mind, that it did to his, whatever differ. 
ence of ſentiment there might be with regard to the ſubject matter 
of debate. It was ſtated, that the number of capital convictions 
in the county of Dublin had conſiderably decreaſed for ſome 
time paſt, and this decreaſe the learned ſerjeant had dwelt on with 
particular complacency, as reſulting entirely from the police eſta- 
bliſhment. He ſaid he would be very unwilling to derogate from 
whatever merits either that or any other inſtitution was juſtly 
entitled to; however he had heard, and in the courſe of this very 
ſeſſion, the decreaſe in criminal proſecutions attributed, not to the 
police, but to the beneficial operation of the bill for the better en- 
torcement of the green wax proceſs, The police was not at that 
time mentioned as at all auxiliary to, this matter. But ſurely 
admitting, that it was in the fulleſt extent, could a ſtronger ar- 
gument be adduced for going into the propoſed inquiry of the 


abuſes which had crept into it, than an enumeration of all thoſe 


advantages which would gradually be defeated by the increaſe of 
thoſe abuſes, if they were not immediately attended to? The 
learned ſerjeant had talked of an inftant abolition of the police, as 
if any ſuch meaſure was then in contemplation : but though the 
police was not to be aboliſhed, it did not follow, that every abuſe 
«nd wanton expenditure of the public money were to be connived 
at for the ſake of the inſtitution. It might as well be ſaid, that 
prieſtcraft was to be ſupported for the ſake of religion. The 
learned ſerjeant had held up a dreadful picture of the riots of 1784, 
and then told the houſe, that if this police eſtabliſhment was not 
acquieſced in, defective as it might be, chaos would come again, 
and a repetition of all the violence and diſorder of that period 
muſt be expected. This was impoſing a moſt formidable alterna- 
tive on the city of Dublin; ſuch a one as he had never read or 
heard of, except that celebrated alternative which was offered to 
Fair Roſamond by Queen Eleanor, of dying either by a dagger 
or a bowl of poiſon, which ever was moſt agreeable to her. The 

civizens of Dublin were addreſſed in language not at all diſſimilar ; 
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a corrupt police eſtabliſhment, or continued anarchy were offered 
to their conſideration, and they might ſuffer by either of them juſt 
as it ſuited their inclinations; for one of them the learned ſer- 
jeant was reſolved they ſhould have. Gentlemen were accuſed 
of ſeeking popularity in this buſineſs ; for his own part he could 
fafely ſay, that it was a matter of indifference to him whether the 
police was originally popular or not, for he was very ſenfible that 
the moſt uſeful inſtitutions had, at their onſet, encountered all the 
obloquy and miſrepreſentation that could be well conceived. But 
with regard to the police, it has had a fair trial; and ſo far from 
any mere temporary clamour being raiſed againſt it, as far as he 
could perceive, the general diſapprobation of the whole eſtabliſh- 
ment ſeemed to be at that time more warm and decided than 
ever it had been. Every prediction with regard to it had been 
fulfilled, and it appeared then what it was ſtated by him ſome years 
ago, and many others much wiſer than him, to be a bill for ſub- 
jugating the corporation of the city for the preſervation of court 
influence in the city ; certainly, if the tranquillity of Dublin was 
at all within the contemplation of the framers of the bill, it was 
at beſt but a ſecondary object. He concluded with giving his 
hearty aſſent to the motion. 18 | 


Mr. Cuzzan ſupported the reſolution. He ſtated-the hiſtory 


ol the police at large. Advantage had been taken, he ſaid, of 


ſome diſturbances in 1784, to enſlave the capital by a police. A 
watch of old men, at four-pence per night, was naturally ineffec- 
tual ; they had not youth, nor ſtrength, nor pay; their imperfec- 


tion would have been removed by chuling proper perſons, and pay- 


ing them reaſonably. The preſent ſyſtem does more; it pays 
them too much. It appears by the report, that for actual protec- 
tion we pay 9,500l. per annum; but added to that you pay 
10,500l. for patronage, that is, for corruption. Inſtead of 
10,000l. which the old watch would have coft in two years and 
an half, the preſent plan has ſtood the city in 51,0001. Let any 
man lay his hand to his heart, and when he confiders how this ſum 
is produced, that it is extracted from the little means of comfort- 
able ſupport that are left to the labourer and tradeſman, let him 
ſay, if ſuch an extraction is not a grievous exaction upon this city. 
But it is not merely the expence that the city complains of; you 
have had your floor covered laſt ſeſſion with petitions from the 
citizens, of the moſt reputable deſcriptions ; you heard their caſe, 
you heard it moved at your bar: often heard uncontroverted evi- 
dence, that inſtead of protection, they had derived only inſolence 
and exaQtion from this ſyſtem : and then what did you do? When 
the enormity and the ſhamefulneſs of this petty ſyſtem of tyranny 
and oppreſſion ſtared you in the face, what did you do? You turn- 
ed your face another way, and you did nothing: ſtill, however, 
the rankneſs of the meaſure has forced itſelf again upon you, You 
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ordered a committee—and when was that committee ordered ? 
When the viceroy was in his humiliation—at the time that he was 
canonized on the records of both houſes. As he declined, econo- 
my began to appear; as he recovers, economy declines. But what 
kind of meaſure is it, that he is now forcing us to ſupport ? It is an 
ct for enſlaving the corporation; it is not like the carnal profu- 
ſon that ariſes from a general waſtefulneſs of adminiſtration ; it is 
not the cole that is thrown to thoſe who are paid for calling © queſ- 
tion 3. nor to thoſe whoſe talents are ſhewn in obſerving in what 
corner of the houſe, a gaſping orator may want the critical aid of 
an © hear him !*—thoſe ventriloquitts of the treaſury bench. It is 
not the pay that allures a mechanic from his ſhop, and ſtations him 
in our gallery to make ſpeeches for one ſide, and ſuppreſs them 
ſor another—to extol his feeders, and vilify the characters who 
feel for, and ſpeak for the rights of their country, No, fir, this 
bill enacts a permanent ſyſtem, on a principle that makes it im- 
mortal; it enacts a grievance into a battery—and gives the com- 
mand of it to ſome. unhappy wretch, who mult defend the poſt or 
ſtarve. Let me aſk, is there a man in this houſe that does not 
know, that by the police board, with a very little aid from another 
of the ſame deſcription, a certain majority of the aldermen are gag- 
ged? Let me aſk, ſaid he, would the city of London bear to have 
a ſyſtem impoſed upon them, by which every pulſation of public 
virtue was'to* be extinguiſhed in the heart of the nation? No, 
fir, there is not a mechanic, there is not a porter, in whom the 
miniſter would not fear and find a libel, if he hazarded ſuch an at- 
tempt : He would not care to exhibit the repreſentation of Lon- 
don as a miſerable ſenatorial mummy, preſerved in the poiſon of 
public corruption. As to me, continued he, I feel for the un- 
happy ſituation of a worthy man, who muſt be deſperate to be 
honeft ; who, inſtead of uttering the ſentiments of a great and en- 
lightened body of conſtituents, muſt fit mute and frozen to bis 
ſeat, till the ſecretary, or the prompter of the ſecretary (if his ig- 
norance ſhould require a prompter) ſhall give him the ſignal to 
move. I ſhould feel ſtill more for him, if I did not feel ſo much 
for thoſe conſtituents whoſe dignity, whoſe rights, whoſe wrongs, 
* whoſe complaints are all ſunk and loft in his perſonal calamity. 
Sir, ſaid he, it is thoſe wrongs that are now forced upon your at- 
tention—they ſtare you in the face once again ;—read the report 
of your committee—is there an item that would uot rouze the in- 
dignation of any man that hears it—1 gol. for looking: glaſſes for 
thoſe midnight Adoniſes, to admire themſelves—Wilton carpets 
for thoſe delicate gentlemen to walk upon hundreds of pounds 
for gilt paper and ſealing wax—a library, not of ſpelling-books, 
but of geography, of morality, of tatics. They would not have 
ventured on ſuch barefaced, inſolent diſſipation of the money of 
the city, if they did not expect as barefaced a protection in ano- 
ther place. Whether they were right or wrong in the honour- 
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able opinion they conceived of us, muſt be this night decided 
we cannot evade it you cannot blink it; as to the objections, I 
am ſorry they have been made by gentlemen at the other fice 
they would act a part of more ſpirit by ſaying boldly, this is a 
job of government, we do not wiſh to have the city of Dublin un- 
bound or ungagged, than by offering unfounded objections th: t 
require only to be ſtated to appear ridiculous. One gentlem: n 
ſays the report is garbled. On what evidence does he ſay ſo? 
None: the only anſwer ſuch an obſervation deſerves, is, that it 
is unjuſt as it is illiberal. But, ſays another right honourable 
member [the Attorney General] we have not the evidence on 
which the report was founded. And how does he prove th s 
charge? Why, by producing the minutes in his hand. Sir, {aid 
he, give me leave to ſay, that we are not treating that committee 
in a decent or parliamentary way: they are not to be talked to as 
a gang of invaders making an attack on a fortreſs of corruption, 
that we are reſolved to defend ;—they acted under our order 
they are yet ſubject to our authority: if you want a ſpecial report, 
ſend them back—they will make it ;—if you want their minutes, 
call for them; but do not hope, if you are determined to ſcreen. 
an odious ſet of delinquents ;—if you are determined to ſtifle tl e 
complaints of the city, do not expect that ſuch arguments can im- 
poſe upon their underſtandings : the charge has been proved upon 
them—if you acquit them, you muſt do it in defiance of proof, in 
the face of the fact, and of your own conviction your reſolu- 
tion in their favour will be a ridiculous outrage upon demonſtra- 
tion, not unlike the verdict of a Welſh jury that ſaid to the judge, 
My lord, we find the man that ſtole the mare, not guilty.” He 
then took notice of a new ground that had been, he feared, ra- 
ther indiſcreetly taken by a learned gentleman [Mr. Serjeant 
Toler.] It was not ſafe to come to any harſh reſolution againſt 
the police. He defired to know if the honourable gentleman 
ſpoke the ſentiments of adminiſtration, when he ſought to intimi- 
datethe houſe from doing their duty to the public ? The learned 
gentleman would have us ſilent, not becauſe they are innocent, but 
becauſe they are formidable. Does the learned member perceive, 
that he is unluckily putting the conduct of adminiſtration on the 
moſt odious ground he could poſſibly find ? He would agree with 
the honourable member that his argument was as tenable as thote 
of others, but was ſcarcely fo diſcreet. He aſked, did gentle- 
men ſeriouſly wiſh to let their conduct ſtand on fo deſpicable a_ 
defence ? But if they did, they hope to have it believed by the 
people that they acted under the influence of a panic equally mean 
and incredible, rather than of an unpardonable connivance at un- 
conſtitutional patronage and unbounded rapacity, of which the 
nation has had ſo many examples. But, ſaid he, why do I fatigue 
you or myſelf with this ſubje& ? Is it to tire the public eye with a 
miſerable and diſguſting picture? Is it with the hope of making 
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proſelytes to my opinion? No, fir ; the deſertion of public duty, 
or the trampling on public rights.] recoil from it with that in- 
dignation and abhorrence, that you ought to feel: and as to con- 
verting gentlemen, I am not ſo vain. With nothing to rely upon 
but truth and juſtice, I feel the imbecility of my allies. I may 
refute their arguments, I may expoſe their poſitions, but I can- 
not hope to weaken their motives. —The motives of giving coun- 
tenance to rapacity and extortion ; the motives that can induce 
us to deliver up the metropolis to be enſlaved by an unfeeling ad- 


miniſtration, or plundered by a legalized banditti, are impregna- 
ble to expoſure or refutation. They may be counterpoiſed'; but 


1 am too poor to balance the weight of arguments that depend, 

not upon reaſon, but arithmetic. I ſpeak at leaſt to redeem my- 
ſelf from the imputation of concurring in principles that I deteſt ; 
and that however they may triumph for a ſeaſon, cannot fail at 
length of meeting the reprobation they deſerve. 


Alderman Warztn ſaid he could not avoid thinking that part 
of the report,-which charges 4oool. as the expence of the police 
houſe, ſomewhat inſidious. The truth was, and the committee 
very well knew it, though they did not think proper to explain, 
that in that ſum was included, firſt, 5ool. being the fine or pur- 
chaſe of the houſe—1 oool. for repairing the houſe of correction, 
and maintaining the priſoners—a large ſum for fitting up watch- 
houſes and ſtabling for the horſes—the ſeveral diviſional magiſ- 
trates offices ;—ſo that, in fact, the mighty great and extravagant 
charge for furniſhing the police houſe very little excceded three 
thouſand pounds :—this the committee could not deny, He aſ- 
ſured the houſe, that far from charging any unneceſſary article of 
furnituie, he had paid, at his own private coſt, much larger bill; 
for furniſhing the houſe, than that charged to the public; for be 
could not ſuppoſe, that it was neceſſary for him to leave his own 
dwelling, which was extremely well furniſhed, and go to live in 
the police houſe without any furniture ar all—to ſerve the public. 
But as to the expence, the committee had before them vouchers 
upon oath for every article charged in the accounts of the police 
eſtabliſhment, and he challenged them to point out any one articic 
that was not ſo verified. 

During the fitting of the committee, he ſaid, he had every 
day expected they would call upon him to give them information 
in any matter upon which they might entertain a doubt; he had 
even gone down to the committee to offer his aſſiſtance in this en- 
quiry—but they had never condeſcended to aſk him a ſingle queſ- 
tion ; he had hoped they would have called at the police houſe to 
inſpect this magnificent furniture—but they had not: nay, he 
had good reaſon to believe, that no perſon had been examined 
(though the whole city was raked for evidence) but ſuch as were 
ſuppoſed hoſtile to the police, He under ſtood, that when any 
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thing favourable came out, the witneſs was inſtantly diſmiſſed 
with—that is not. to the purpoſe. This, he ſaid, was moſt cer- 
tain, that the committee kept themſelyes locked up, ſo that the 
public could not be judges of the candour of their proceedings. 
An honourable: gentleman [Mr. Egan] had ſuppoſed that he 
would not, when he went. home, venture to turn his face to the 
looking-glaſs ; but that gentleman, was. exceedingly miſtaken— 
for though he might not there behold quite ſo beautiful a viſage 
as that of the right honourable gentleman's, he was. certain of 


ſeeing the face of at leaſt as honeſt a man as any of his accuſers, 


Mr. GaATTAN.—Sir, if the report charges 4000l. for the 
houſe of the honourable gentleman, the report certainly exceeds 
the fact; but the report charges no ſuch. thing; the report does 
charge, and is warrantcd in charging 4oool. to, the account of 
the houſes of chief commiſſipner, diviſional juſtices, chief conſta - 
bles, and their furniture. Sir, the: gentlemen who, oppoſe this 
reſolution, affect to reſiſt it, hęcauſe tbey haye not had time to 
conſider the evidence, and when time is offered; they reſiſt the 
time offered as well as the reſolution propoſed ; and the reaſon is 
obvious, becauſe they eſpouſe the, patronage of this corrupt and 
extravagant police. Had the committee reported no evidence at 
all, but had come to à declaration, ſuch ag is now before you, 
That the police has been attended with unneceſſary patronage; 
waſte and diſſipation, — we have. reſolved no more than what 


every one of 1 know, and the committee had done no more 


than echo back your own conviction; or were , gentlemen fintere 
when they demand evidence, they muſt recolle& that the evidence 
of the lait ſeſſion in the police papers then laid before this houſe, 
is fully ſufficient to ground the charge of unneceſſary patronage, 
waſte and diſſipation. When gentlemen therefore call out for.evis 
dence, they call out for excuſes; they call out for apology ; they 


call out for ſubterfuge! they know the police is attended with 


vnneceſſary and criminal patronage; they know, do I ſay ? It is 
their object; they framed the bill for the. criminal and corrupt 
patronage ; they framed the bill for its miſchict, for its corrupt 
influence, for the enſlavement of the city. — 9 ee 

Sir, your committee in its prefatgry detail has ftated ſore 
quantities which contain great and criminal principles which you 
cannot avoid to acknowledge, Their firſt poſition, is, that the 
police, in the, courſe of two years and a half, has coſt this city 
$1,000]. . This great quantity aſcertains the principle of extras 
vagance ; there is no man who hears the quantity that does not at- 


knowledge the prodigality, When you recollect the former eg. 


pence for guarding the city, you cannot helitate at once to pro- 


nounce that 51,0001. in two years and a half for guardiog this 


capital, is extravagance. The next great quantity which youf 
committee finds, 1s the e of the police; that h 
o. 1 ; E ; 
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been 20, oool. a year, of which ſum 9,5o00l. have gone to the 
watch, the remainder to the expence of the eſtabliſhment ; that 
is, 9;500l. to protection; 10,500. to patronage to corruption. 


This part of the report convicts the police ſyſtem of another 


Pprineiple ; a dangerous and unconſtitutional patronage, as the firſt 
quantity convicted the inſtitution of extravagance.” Of this10,5001. 
have been expended on the ettabliſhment, diſtin from the guard, 
3-500l. given in ſalaries, ſalaries to the commiſſioners, diviſional 
magiſtrates, ſecretaries, clerks, and other officers; of thoſe offi- 
cers there are in the whole thirty-ſix. Here is the influence; 
here is the real motive, and great ſupport of the meaſure ; this 
is what ſecures it the countenance of the caſtle; on the ſum firſt 


ſtated, of 51,9001. your committee find ſome particulars which 


are material to mark the principle and prodigality of the inſtitu- 
tion. They find chat 40001. have been expended on the houſes of 
the commiſſioner, divifional magiſtrates, eonſtables, and in furni. 
ture; they ſpecify ſome articles of furniture, 1381. for looking- 
Maſſes, ol. for Wilton carpets, and other particulars ſimilar and 
xpenſive ; articles of luxury, improper and ridiculous in a police- 
houſe; articles not for the reception, but excluſion, of thoſe who 
ould repair to ſuch a houſe ; articles ſimilat to thoſe which are 
to be found in thoſe magnificent and houſes, whoſe doors 
inſtinctively ſtat on the poor and the fupplicant. How had the 
court exclaimed againſt ſuch items of expence in a Dublin alder- 
man, if they had not ſome criminal political connection with the 
ma iſtracy ? ; F333: *- 
; ede have called theſe articles trifling. Sir, the princi- 
ples are not trifling, they are pregnant and pernicious, and the 
countenance which ſuch expences receive are a proof that the caſtle 
is a bad cenſor to correct the morals of the city. What has a 
nard- houſe to do with ſuch furniture? fit only for the reception 
of the court, and fatal to the reception of the lower order, whom 
it ĩs their duty to regulate, to admit, and to protect. 
© Your committee proceeded, and found that in the articles of 
ſtationary a ſum of 3,300l. had been expended; your committee 
found that of the above article part had been expended on books, 
improper and unneceſſary. Some of the books charged in their 
account are the ſtatutes at large, and the abridgment; which 
though proper for magiſtrates, yet might have been (as we ſhould 
fuppoſe) long before the property of the aldermen, particularly 
ſuch as were ſelected by the court from the reſt, for their extra- 
ordinary knowledge and experience. To theſe ſtatutes are added 
Chambers s and Johnfon's Dictionary. Suppoſe a mittimus writ- 
temin the ſtile of Johnſen. To theſe we are to add books in the 


- 


elaſs of political wehr yſies, Beccatia on penal law, with notes by 

Voltaire, is now arged to the public for the aldermen of the 
city of Dublin. To theſe we are to add another book leſs inap- 
plicable to their new profeſſion, and yet ſuch as throws on that 
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new profeſſion a caſt of ridicule—Simes on the art of war; this 
is diſperſed among the conſtables. To theſe idle charges in books 
we are to add molt impudent charges for paper. In the courſe of 
two years they charge for paper 400l. of which there is in the 
firſt year and a half 1 50l. for gilt paper, which quantity would 
amount to more than half a quire a day for the feven aldermen, in 
addition to that vaſt quantity of plain paper they are ſuppoſed to 
conſume (if we credit the charge), ſo that they could have had 
no time to do any thing but write. How happened that they 
ſhould have been ſo very much at the Bagatelle Tavern, as appear- 
ed to the committee appointed the laſt ſeffion to inquire into their 
conduct? This charge of 150]. for gilt paper for a year and à 
half appears the more extraordinary, becauſe in the enſuing year 
not more than 81. is expended on that article; which ſubſequent 
charge is an acknowledgment of paſt extravagance ; a-proclama- 
tion that the former expence was unneceſſary ; a confeſſion of paſt 
guilt ; a declaration from the police itſelf by act, which is ſtronger 
thau expreſſion—that the reſolution of the committee declaring 
the waſte and diſſipation of the police, is well founded. Under. 
the head of ſtationary there is a charge for Hue and Cry of 


about Sl. per week, of which one guinea is given to a clerk for 


compiling the Hue and Cry, though the police have ſecretaries 
and clerks fourteen. In this contract of Sl. a week the commit- 
tee found there was another of about 71. a week in publiſhing 
bills of robbery ; and the remainder, which is above 61. goes to 
the publiſher. The committee examined two eminent printers, 
and found that they would have contracted to publiſh that Hue 


and Cry for 21. 178. a week leſs than the police contracted for 


to one of the corporation, and ſo much has been loft to the pub- 
lic, by an improper and criminal act. The committee found a 
charge in the * . and half of 49l. for ſealing wax; they 
found the charge for this ſealing wax was 10s. a pound; they 
examined Mr. Rathborne, and found that he not only does ſell 
the very beſt ſealing wax for 5s. a pound, but he had actually 
ſold it for 58. a pound to that very man that ſold it for 108. to the 
police. Your committee found that among other heavy articles, 
3 vaſt quantity of coals had been conſumed, of which 180 tons 
had not been accountel for, but had been embezzled. 


Vour committee have alſo examined into the law accounts of 
the police, and find that they have expended in litigation gool. 
and that in the majority of the ſuits they have been defeated j 
and yet we have heard much of the bleſſings of peace introduced 
by this inſtitution. ,-. | ED 

' Your committee then proceeded to examine the clothing ac- 
count, and found that between the contract and the money ſtop- 
ped there is a ſurplus of 1951. which ſurplus is ſunk. Your com- 


mittee then obſerves on the number of ſecretaries and clerks, and. 


the abſence of one of them on full pay; and after a recital of 
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various inſtances of patronage, diſſipation, and waſte, your com- 
mittee ſubmits a reſolution to that purpoſe, which reſolution the 
overament reſiſt by a flat negative; the government affert pub. 
feuy, and reſolve that 51,0001. expended in two years and a half 
on the Dublin watch—that 10,500l. a year on ſalaries and other 
parts of the eſtabliſhment, while only 95001. are expended on the 
watch—that goool. on the houſes, furniture, &c. of the com- 
miſſioners and diviſional juſtices—that gool. expended on litiga- 
tion—3zool. on ſtationary, whereof a phitoſophical, gramma- 
tical; political, and military library make a patt—that r pol. for 
gilt paper in a year and a half—49l. for fealing-wax for the ſame 
period—that if. 
for the Hue and Cry—that 180 tons embezzled in the article of 
coals—1951. funk in the article of clothing —g60ol. loft in ex- 
pence of horſe police, admitted to be afelefs ; Theſe, I ſay, by 
their conduct to-night, the caſtle aſfert are charges, whether taken 
ſeparately, or altogether, which a houſe of commons, with the 


preſent miniſter at its head, may truly affirm to be no proof of 


unneceſſary patronage, diffipation or waſte.— This is not to ac- 
quit ns police, but to prove the caſtle to be as unprineipled as 
tne ce. | 

The motives for continuing the police are, from ſuch a conduct, 
very apparent indeed; the hiſtory of the police is its ſtrongeſt 
condemnation—in order to fubdue the fever excited by the queſ- 
tion of protecting duties, certain fecret engagements on the part 
of the miniſters were entered into, as report ſays, with ſome per- 
fons belonging to the corporation; in order to pay thoſe debts, 
and with a further view to muzzle the corporation for ever, this 
infernal inftrument of patronage and corruption was conceived, 
the preſent police-bill ; a young court, the licentiouſneſs of a 
young court was to reform this ancient city. The miniſters look- 
ed for a plan, and they found it in the dirt, where the fpirit and 
good ſenſe of the city of London had caft it. Such a bill as 
our miniſter framed had been introduced into the Britiſh parlia- 
ment, and introduced only to be withdrawn, and damned for ever ; 
this model, ſo reprobated there, was adopted here, and the abv- 
mination of London was made the police of Dublin ; your miniſ- 
ters introduced this bill, with a clauſe, which enabled the caſtle 
to make a magiſtrate for the city of Dublin without the aſſent of 
the corporation, and in direct violation of its charter. This at- 
tempt being too deſperate to be carried by thoſe miniſters, though 
not too afckes to be wiſhed for by them, the bill ſtood without 
the clauſe, but with other clauſes, miſchievous enough in all con- 
ſcience; to ſilence the city for ever, was the great object, and the 
pretence for this was, the peace of the city; under that pretence 
the court proceeded to penetrate, with the virtue of undue influ- 
ence, the heart and ſoul of her ancient corporation, and to make 
it the organ of the miniſter's will, to breathe, as he touched it, 


178. per week, ſunk in an improvident contract 
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either ſoft or loud, and to be, as he choſe, either ſonorous or 


ſilent. Lazy magiſtrates were conceived likely to become 


active aldermen, when they became corrupt courtiers. The ma- 

iſtracy of Dublin were ſuppoſed to increaſe their authority, by 
fofing their reputation; ſince the period of this bill the corpora- 
tion has been ſuſpended from the caſtle, by a golden chain, like 
the Heathen divinities of old, and in ſuch a poſition a court, a 
young court, has held up to public view this ſpectacle of a city. 
What, though the pretended object of the bill appeared the laſt 
ſeſſion to have failed—what, though the citizens were proved to 
have been plundered by the police—what, though their children 
appeared to have been illegally and cruelly ae e. by the ma- 
giltracy ;—No matter; the great object is anſwered the corpo- 
ration is muzzled—the city is at the feet of the caſtle. The 


event of this bill being as wicked as the principle and object of 


it—a remedy, or what was called a remedy, was propounded in 
an idle bill, fabricated at the caſtle the laſt ſeſſion of parliament. 
This fooliſh act affects to make certain fooliſh and empty proviſi- 
ons; one provides, that the police accounts ſhould be ſubmitted 
to the commiſſioners of impreſt—they were ſo, and the commiſſi- 
oners of impreſt expreſs at once their diſapprobation at the charge, 
and their inadequacy to adminiſter the remedy ; and amidſt a va- 
riety of exceptionable articles, they diſallow three only—Cham- 
bers's dictionary, a ſeat in the church, and the houſe- rent of the 
firſt commiſſioner. Another proviſion in this remedial a& was, 
an addition of 100 day conſtables, at nine pence per day; on 
experiment this addition has proved uſeleſs—the perſons examin- 
ed by your committee accounted for its inutility—the day-man 

ives up the whole of his time, and cannot follow any other bu- 
b bill giving him one - fourth leſs than the night watch, 
is a blunder on the ſubje& of economy—a man gets one-fourth 
leſs for the whole of his labour. They enliſted 95 of theſe day- 
men—they have now reduced them, I think, to 60, and acknow- 
ledge their inutility. Another proviſion in this act was a muſter, 
the act was very curious and eireumſpect in ſcouring that muſter. 
A muſter-maſter was to be appointed—the lord mayor was to be 
aſſiſtant, and a return was to be made to the clerk of the council, 
on oath. We called for documents of their preceedings—not 
one ſyllable z there was no return on oath the lord mayor had 
not been aſſiſtant no muſter-maſter had been appointed—no 
muſter had been made, and tbe caftle had totally negle&ed to 
reſort to its own clauſes. Another attempt to remedy this police 
has been made this ſeſſion, the committee, whoſe report is now 
before you. No, ſay gentlemen, do not attend to the report of 
the committee, becauſe you have not ſeen the evidence—a propo- 
fal is made to poſtpone the conſideration of the report until they 
ſhall have confidered the evidence: No, ſay gentlemen, let us 
determine now, without peruſing the evidence, againſt the reſo- 
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lutions of the committee who have conſidered it; leave all this, 
form the expence ;—they reform, they reform a city which it 
has been their obje& tp corrupt ! But then, ſay gentlemen, the po- 


lice has been uſeful, it has * to flight the tarrers and featherers ; 


the tarrers and featherers of 1784, were, it feems, put to flight by 
the police, that did not exiſt until September 1786!—this chrono- 
logical blunder is, however, to a good courtier, concluſive argu. 
ment ; the ſedition alluded to was, rare, the fever of the time, 
perhaps the effect of a want of work, a want of bread. In free 
countries ſuch things will happen without any viſible cauſe; but 
though we cannot aſſign a cauſe for the tumult, we can ſay what was 
not the cauſe of the ceaſing of that tumult— not a police, that had 
then no exiſtence. From this blander, in a particular inſtance, 
gentlemen proceed to a general aſſertion, in which their errors 
may be leſs diſcoverable, and they affirm, that the number of 
. crimes in the capital has diminiſhed, Have they carefully inquir- 

ed into this ?—have they inquired with great 'anxiety into the 
peace of the city ?—have they aſked what citizens. have been 
abuſed ? what houſes been robbed ?—Theſe ſubjects are not uſually 
the care of the court. But if they have inquired, the reſult of 
that inquiry has not been fortunate. We too have inquired! I 
ſhall now read you the identical return, figned Taylor and Allen, 
which ſets forth, that © ſearch having been made in the Tholſel 
office, amongſt the pleas of the crown, for the county of the city 
of Dublin, we find that from the 1 day of January, 1784, to 
the 3ziſt day of December, 1785, the number of examinations 
returned to ſeſſion courts, amounted to 2470 ;—and that from 
the 1ſt day of January, 1787, to the 3 ft day of December, 1788, 
the number of examinations Kenne to ſaid court, amounted to 
7452.” 80 that I fear the triumph which gentlemen aſſume to 
their bill, is rather the flippancy of aſſertion, than the merit of 
the caſe. But I might allow the aſſertion, and deny the inference 
II might allow the fact of preſent tranquillity in the capital, and 
yet deny that it is attributable to that part of the police which 
they defend, to the influence of the caftle in the city of Dublin; 
they on the other ſide affume two things, and, as uſual, prove 
neither ;—ficſt, that we are more quiet than uſual; ſecondly, that 
the quiet proceeds from their influence.” No, it ariſes from an armed 
* not from a venal magiſtracy, from a guard on which you 
diſtribute 9500l. not from patronage, on which you waſte 10,500. 
it is becauſe the city has a watch, not becauſe the court has in- 
fluence ;—put they think the quiet of the city proceeds from the 
clerks, the ſecretaries, the houſes, and furniture, while the court 
magiſtracy are dag in indolence and diſſipation. When they 
talk of the peace of the city, they mean the only thing they care 
about the peace of the mipiſter in the city ; when they ſpeak 
with approbation of the bill, they mean that part of it which 


ſays another gentleman, to the ſervants of the crown, they will 
refo 
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corrupts, not that part of it which protects; they are not anxious 


about what the citizens ſuffer, but what the free citizens do; and 
when they frame or vindicate laws, it is for their corrupt and un- 


conſtitutional conſequences. Do you imagine that had the peace 


of the city been the only object of the court, ſuch accounts as 
are now ſubmitted, would not meet reprehenſion; but magiſ- 
trates are protected in extravagance by their ſervility—the latter 
is an excuſe for the former. 

Gentlemen have called for a plan for the regulation of the city. 
Sir, we know perfectly that any plan which did not, like theirs, 
corrupt the city, would be diſpleaſing to them; but if they mean 


what they do not, the protection of the city, I have in my hand 


a bill capable of being digeſted into a plan of protection; ſome 


heads of which I will ſtate to you. It propoſes to retain and increaſe 


the watch, to pay them perhaps not leſs than they are paid at 
preſent, to arm them for defence and offence, but inſtead of the 
firelock to give a ſword and a watch-pole, with a bayonet at the 


end of 1t—they ſhould cry the hours, have a lanthern, a rattle, 


and in the centry-box a bell; they ſhould be diſtributed among 
the different pariſhes, ſome of which ſhould be united—they 


ſhould be under the command of one chief or head conſtable, 


and he ſhould not be choſen by the caſtle, but be under the con- 
troul of my lord mayor. I would have an alderman to preſide 
in each pariſh, or union, with a certain number of pariſhioners, 
choſen by thoſe who pay ſcot and lot, which perſons, with him, 
their preſident, ſhould form a court, that ſhould direct and regu- 
late the watch. I would have in each ward a competent number 
of conſtables I would extend protection to the limits of the 
Circular road I would have a rotation-office, with a ſalary—and 
I would retain” ſome part of the preſent taxes, remitting, how- 
ever, a conſiderable portion of them, The citizens, probably 
would have no objection to pay taxes for their protection; but 
hitherto they have paid taxes for corruption, inſult, and contume- 
ly, and have been trodden on by the very court who had taxed 
them. The principle of my plan is to follow the plan of the 
conſtitution, which puts the military under the civil power. In 
forming a police for the city, you ſhould adopt the — princi- 
ple, and put the conſtable and watch under the corporation, not 


as you have done, under the caſtle, to be an influence in the cor- 5 


poration, and a terror to the citizens. The difficulty does not lie 
in forming a plan, but in reſiſting the corrupt and ambitious prin- 
ciple that vindicates the plan which has been formed already; to 


demoliſh ſuch a plan ſhall be my endeavour. I will labour to re- 


ſtore freedom to the capital, and independeney to the corpora- 
tion. The liberty of England began its firſt dawnings in corpo- 
rate bodies; nay, the corporation of London preſerved the free- 
dom of England—when the arbitrary court of Charles I. queſ- 


* toned the rights of parliament, and made an attack on the per- 
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ns of ſome of its members; theſe members retired into the 
eart of London, and from the violence of an unconſtitutional 

government, they found protection in a conſtitutional city; the 

capital of the nation is the capital of the conſtitution, the place of 
its ſtrength - that high ground to which the remote country is to 
look for the ſignal of public danger—this ground has been taken, 
recover it. The right honourable gentleman has produced and 

has eſtabliſhed his plan offer you mine. He tells you his is a 

plan of peace; you know it is a plan of corruption. I believe 

mine will be a plan of peace, and I am ſure it is not a plan of 
corruption; the difference between us is this: I offer freedom and 
peace, and he treads on freedom, under the pretence of peace. 


Sir Francis Hurchixsox roſe to explain a fact, in reſpe& 
of which, he ſaid the honourable alderman had been miſinformed, 
and which conveyed an imputation on the committee, which he 
could not ſuffer to paſs in ſilence, which was, that the committee 
had locked their doqrs to prevent admiſſion when they examined 
witneſſes. He ſaid he had attended that committee every day of 
its fitting, except one, and had never heard of any ſuch locking 
out ; that, indeed, having obſerved, that when one witneſs wat 
examined by the committee, ſeveral other witneſſes had frequent- 
ly remained in the room; the committee had ſeveral times, at his 
motion, ordered, that when a witneſs was to be examined, the 
dther witneſſes ſhould withdraw to the adjoining room ; and then 


©.» 


the door had been often ſhut, but not locked. 


| Mr. W. B. PaxsoxBy ſpoke for agreeing to the reſolution, 


On the queſtion being put to agree with the committee in this 
reſolution, the houſe divided, 


Ayes — 78 
Noes _ 


The ATTorxer GenerAL then moved, that the report be 
rejected. This, he ſaid, he did for the ſake of precedent, as the 
committee had deviated from the order of references. | 


Mr. CoxeLLy ſaid the gentlemen were perfectly conſiſtent, in 
ſupporting a ruinous and expenſive ſyſtem of patronage that they 
themſelves had inſtituted ; and that they were 'alſo conſiſtent in 
now eee to ſtigmatize the men who had brought their 
dark, corrupt ſyſtem to light ; men who, for honour, probity, 
and integrity, could not be excelled in his majeſty's dominions. 
But he deſired gentlemen not to exult ; their exultation would be 
but of a ſhort duration, as the law now complained of muſt, from 
its enormity, ere long fall to the ground. 8 ; 


On the queſtion being put on the Attorney General's motion, 
the report was rejected without a diviſion. 1 5 


$739] 
Monvary, Arxil 2), 1789. 


Mr. Gaarrax moved that the bill for the improvement of 
barren lands be read a ſecond time to-morrow. | 


Mr. Browne (of the College) ſaid the body of the clergy 
conceived the bill as having a tendengy to injure their intereſts, 
and they intended to prefer 2 petition on the ſubject, which he 
ſhould have the honour to preſent ; as the bill, however, had not 
been printed, they would have no opportunity of conſidering its 
purport ſo early as to-morrow. He therefore relied on the ac- 
cuſtomed candour of his right honourable friend, in agreeing to 


| poſtpone the buſineſs to Wedneſday. 


Mr. GaaTTan faid he objected, as he pledged himſelf to in- 
troduce the bill, and he apprehended the fituation of the.preſent 
ſeſſion would be too ſhort to admit of any delay; he would not, 
therefore, become reſponſible for the loſs of the bill, which might 
reſult from his agreeing to poſtpone it for a day or two. 


Sir HENRY Cavennoisn ſuggeſted a ſubje& for amendment in 


| the bill, relative to the cuſtom of burning lands, which, he ſaid, 


was extremely injurious ; by which means ſuch lands were worn 
out in a few years, and rendered afterwards uſeleſs. He had 
converſed on the ſubje& with ſeveral gentlemen converſant in til- 
lage, who concurred in their opinion on this evil, and he thought 


perſons who improved by manure. | 


any bounties or exemptions from tithes ſhould be confined to 


Sir HENRY HarTSTONGE moved that the bill be read a ſecond 
time on Wedneſday, which was carried without a diviſion, | 


The bill for diſqualifying occaſional freeholders from voting at 
elections, was read a ſecond time, | 


The Soricirox (GENERAL then moved, that the bill be 1 


mitted to-morrow. 


Sir Erwarn CeoFTon obſerved, that the bill was introduced 


at a late hour on Saturday night, after a long debate; that mem- 


bers abſent were wholly unaware of its tendency ; that for his 
own part he never knew a meaſure fraught with more injuſtice 
and oppreſſion, as it went directly to disfranchiſe above one-fourth 
of the frecholders of Ireland, in diſqualifying all perſons from 


voting whoſe freeholds did not amount to 1ol. a year. He ſaid 


there were many gentlemen of con ſiderable property and charac- 
ter in the county where he lived that would, by the meaſure, be 
disfranchiſed, though they at preſent held freeholds in neighbour- 
ing counties. Many other gentlemen in different parts of the 


kingdom were in the ſame predicament; the obligation of reſiding 
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twelve months in the county, he conſidered ſtill more oppreſſive, 
as in compliance with the rule many gentlemen muſt be obliged to 
reſidence on barren mountains, in order to qualify themſelves for 
voting from their freeholds. | | 


\ . | 

Mr. Cos Au faid the bill not only went to diſqualify all men 
whoſe freeholds were under tol. but even men who held votes in 
three different counties from voting in more than one of them, It 
prevented men voting out of freeholds without ſtaying for a year 
previouſly to rot upon the ſpot- they voted from, in order that 
they may not vote for any candidate whoſe name is not branded 
| their backs, He aſlked if this was the eonftitutiona} 
doctrine of the houſe of commons of Ireland, or if the conſti- 
eutional electors of the country were to be disfranchiſed ; or if, 
in the contemplation of a fpeedy election, one horde of tartars 
were to be brought down to oppoſe another, and when one 
horde of inſurgents were more numerous than another, the re- 
preſentative was to be choſen for a county on totting up the dif- 
ference. He was perſuaded the bill would be infarious to the 
proteſtant intereſt, and tend to throw a general imputation, that its 
object was temporary, and calculated to ferve an occafional pur- 
poſe; and he was convinced if the right honourable gentleman, 
of whoſe magnanimity he expreſſed the higheſt ſenſe, felt the 
matter in its juſt force, he would withdraw the bill. 


On the queſtion being put, it was carried in the afficmative 
without a divifion. moat an | 


— CSS 
Tosspar, Aral 28, 1789. 


A petition of Redmond Dillon, late of Afhgrove, in the 
county of Weſtmeath, but now a priſoner for debt in the Four- 
courts Marſhalſea, was preſented to the houſe and read; ſetting 
forth, that petitioner was formerly poffeſſed of a conſiderable 
eftate in the county of Weſtmeath, on which fach frequent and 
dreadful depredatiens had been committed by houghing of cattle, 
burning of houſes, hay, corn, &c. as involved him in the moſt 
fatal difficulties, his heavy loſſes in theſe outrages, and the ex- 
pences of profecuting the perpetrators and the perſons ſuſpected 
to be their inftigators, together with other caſualties to which 
human affairs are but too liable, having neceſſitated him to diſ- 
poſe of his ſaid property; that for the ſpirited and unremitting 
vigour with which petitioner carried on the ſeveral ee 
which put an effectual ſtop to the maſt ſavage and diſgraceful acte 
of barbarity, and relieved from continual alarms the county of 
Weſtmeath, he had the invaluable honour and recompence of the 
thanks of the grand jury at the ſpring aſſizes of 1780; that the 
conſequences of his activity having, however, ſubjected him to 
Al the rigours of a priſon ſince the 10th of December, 1787, 
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and overwhelmed with grief at the miſery which muſt derive to 
a moſt deſerving wife and large family, from his longer continu- 
ance in confinement, petitioner is actuated to ſupplicate that 
great and auguſt tribunal, whoſe wiſdom and humanity alone can 
deliver him and them from irremediable ruin; and therefore pray- 
ing the houſe mercifully to extend to him the benefit of the in- 
ſolvent act of laſt ſeſſion, (which he is denied by not having been 
in cuſtody the iſt of Auguſt, 1787) or to grant him any other 
mode their humanity may think meet for the liberation of hit 
perſon, on his giving up his all to his creditors. 


Mr. Baowx low preſented to the houſe, according to order 
a bill for the better ſupplying the inhabitants of certain cities and 
towns with water ; which was received and read the firſt time. 


Mr. GrATTAN preſented to the houſe, according to order, a 
bill for the better aſcertaining the tithe of flax; which was re- 
ceived and read the firſt time. | 


Mr. Mason preſented to the houſe, according to order, a bill 


for explaining an act made in the eighth year of her late majeſty 
Queen Anne, entitled an act for explaining and amending an a& 
to prevent the further growth of popery, ſo far only as the ſame 


makes a proviſion for the maintenance of popiſh prieſts converted 


to the proteſtant religion ; which was received and read the firſt 
time, = 0 ö 


The Cranceuior or TRE ExcHtquer preſented to the 
houſe, according to order, a bill for the better enforcing the pay- 
ment of the firſt fruits chargeable on the clergy of this kingdom ; 
which was received and read the firſt time. 


Mr. Bxowne (of the College) preſented to the houſe, accord- 
ing to order, a bill for the better providing for the repairs of 
chutches and the reſidence of the clergy ; which was received and 
read the firſt time, | 


Mr. Guirrirn obſerved, that ſeveral bills had been brought 
in this day, and leave had been given to bring in others, Tome of 


which would be highly beneficial to the country. He therefore 


would be glad to know if there would he ſufficient time given 
this ſeſſion to paſs them, as he underſtood that the ſeſſion would 
be but of very ſhort duration. 


The ChanckLLO OF THE EXCHEQUER informed the honour- 
able gentleman, that, in his opinion, when there is material buſi- 
neſs before the bouſe, the houſe ought not to adjourn, and when 
there was not, it ought to adjourn—but the houſe was in ſuch 
caſes the moſt competent to determine. | 
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Webnzspar, ArRII 29, 1989. 


Mr. NevitLe preſented to the houſe, according to order, 3 
bill for the improvement of the town and harbour of Wexford, 
and for other purpoſes therein mentioned ; which was received 
and read the firſt time. 


It was ordered that leave be given to withdraw a bill for the 
better regulating the elections of menibers to ſerve in parliament, 


and for repealing the ſeveral acts of parliament therein after 
mentioned. 


A petition of certain of the clergy of the church of Treland 

& by law eſtabliſhed, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was 

reſented to the houſe and read; ſetting forth, that a bill has 
un Kur inttoduced into the houſe, entitled a bill for the im- 
provement of barren land, which the petitioners apprehend will, 
if paſſed into a law, be extremely injurious to the intereſts of the 
eſtabliſhed elergy of this kingdom that the petitioners are there- 
fore very anxious that their brethren throughout the kingdom, 
and partieularly thoſe in remote parts thereof, whoſe property 
will probably be moſt affected by the faid bill, ſhould have an op- 
portunity of ſeeing and conſidering its contents, which from the 
very recent introduction of it cannot hitherto have been poſſible; 
chat the petitioners are alſo humbly defirous of being heard by 
counſel at the bar of the houſe againſt the ſaid bill, in order hum- 
bly to offer their reaſons why ſaid bill ſhould not paſs into a law; 
and therefore praying to be heard by counſel, and that the houſe 
wilt poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid bill for fuck reaſonable 
time as to them ſhall ſeem meet. 


A petition of Mary Keine, of the city of Dublin, widow, 
kinen-draper, was r to the houſe and read; ſetting forth, 
that Redmond Dillon, late of Aſbgrove, in the county of Weſt⸗ 
meath, Eſq; now a priſoner in the Four-courts Marſhalſea, be- 
ing indebted to the petitioner in a ſum of 1991. 18. ad. the peti- 
tioner at a great expence procured the ſaid Redmond Dillon to 
be arreſted in the city of Dublin, on the 2gth of November laſt, - 
onder an execution at the petitioner's ſuit for ſaid ſum ; that ſaid 
Redmond Dillon, in order te defraud the petitioner of her juſt 
demand, preferred a petition to the court of Common Pleas in 
the laſt Hilary term, (without any notice to the petitioner) pray+ 
ing to be diſcharged out of priſon as an inſolvent debtor, under 
the late act of parliament for the relief of inſolvent debtors, who 
were in actual cuſtody on the 1ſt of January, 1785 ; that the 
faid Redmond Dillon, for the purpoſe of obtaining the benefit 
of ſaid act of parliament, and to impoſe on the faid court, fabri- 
cated an affidavit (which was annexed to his ſaid petition) pur- 
porting to be an affidavit of William Codd, gaoler of Mullingar, 


1789. n 429 


ſworn in January laſt, wherein it is ſtated that the ſaid Redmond 
Dillon was, on the 21{ of November, 1784, committed to him 
a priſoner on a writ of Capias Quo Minus, and that he conti- 
nued in his cuſtody from thence until laſt December; when he 
was removed to the Four-courts Marfhalſeaz that the name, 
George Reeves, is ſigned to ſaid fabricated affidavit, as being 
the commiſſioner before whom it was ſworn, although George 
Reeves, who was a commiſſioner for taking affidavits in the coun- 
ty of Weſtmeath, died upwards of four years before the date 
of the jurat of ſaid affidavit ; that ſaid Redmond Dillon was 
not in cuſtody of the gaoler of Mullingar, nor did the ſaid 
Kune make any fuch affidavit, but the whole of ſaid affidavit was 
bricated ; that the ſaid court of Common Pleas refuſed to per- 
mit ſaid Redmond Dillon to take any benefit under ſaid inſolvent 
act, and declared that they would have ſtrict enquiry made rela- 
tive to ſaid fraud, and puniſh the perſon who ſhould appear to be 
uilty of ſach a fraudulent tranſaction; that ſaid Redmond Dil- 
or is a perſon of conſiderable property, and well able to pay all 
his juſt debts, but in arder to defraud his creditors he hath lately 
conveyed his property to ſome perſon in truſt for the uſe of him- 
ſelf, his wife and family, ſo that the petitioner caunot come at 
any of his eſtate or effects for payment of her demand; that the 
faid Redmond Dillon is endeavouring aud expects to be included 
in an act of parliament now depending before the houſe, for the 
relief of inſolvent debtors, and thereby to get out of priſon, and 
2 deprive the petitioner of ber juſt debt; and therefore praying 
iel. + | La 
Mr. O'Hara preſented to the houſe, according to order, a 
bill for the further eneouragement of the fiſheries on the coaſts of 
this kingdom yz which was received and read the firlt time. d 


ö Mr. Bzowne (of the College) preſeuted to the houſe, accord- 
ing to order, a bill for eontinuing certain temporary ſtatutes; 
wich was received and read the firſt time. | 


Mr. Conotiy ſaid that laſt ſeſſion he had brought forward 

e motions reſpecting the regulation of the hearth money tax 

in this kingdom, and the number of inhabitants paying that tax; 

he underſtood that from that time inquiry had been Ee on foot 

reſpecting that buſineſs, and he ſhould wiſh to receive ſome infor- 

mation on that head from an honourable gentleman [Mr, Buſhe] 
then near him. f N 7 
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Mr. Bvsus anſwered that the number of perſons exempted 
had not been extracted from all the books; but that ſuch a pro- 
greſs had been made in it, that he could give a pretty good guefg' 
upon the ſubje&. That out of 347, ooo houſes, it appeared that 
” 54156 had been exempted—Now as the whole number of kouſes 


* 


4% PARLIAMENTARY: [Ae 29, 


returned in the kingdom was 614,457, and as that number was 
certainly ſhort of the truth, and as ſome of the pooreſt parts of 
the kingdom were thoſe in which the number of widows and 
paupers had not yet been calculated, he was of opinion that tlie 
whole number of houſes exempted from the payment of the tax 
was near 100,0900—whereas thoſe returned in 1786, as not pay- 
ing the tax, were but 23,072. | 98 


Mr. Coxot I expreſſed his wiſh that the clauſe in the act of 
Charles II. which exempted the poor, ſhould be reſtored, and 
hoped that government would, on a future day, when it had more 
leiſure, turn its thoughts to that ſubject. The officers, he ſaid, 
ſpared the rich and oppreſſed the poor; let the rich be forced to 
pay, and let government be no loſers ; but let the wretched crea- 
tures; whoſe doors and whoſe pots were diſtrained, be exempted. 


Mr. Busig.—T roſe before only to ſtate a fa&—T now riſe to 
deliver an opinion The meafure which the right honourable 
member ſeemed to have in contemplation. laſt year was impracti. 
cable. He wiſhed to exempt all houſes not worth 30 ſhillings 
per annum. There are very few "houſes with a ſingle hearth 
worth 30 ſhillings. Perſons who pay Fol. a year rent, live in 
houſes of a leſs value than $308. But the act of Charles II. did 
no more than exempt perſons whoſe houſes and all their holdings 
taken together were worth eight ſhillings per annum. This 
Clauſe was afterwards repealed, becauſe the revenue was found to 
be unproduQtive ; but on reading the laws under which the reve- 
nue was then collected, I am clearly of opinion that it could not 
be collected even tolerably, and that the failure of the revenue 
was not owing to this humane claufe, but to the inſufficiency of 
the mode of collection; eight ſhilhngs in the reign of Charles II. 
was worth about as much as twenty ſhillings at this day, and I 
will venture to ſay, that if all perſons whoſe houſes and holdings 
are worth no more than twenty ſhillings were to be exempted, 
that the loſs could eaſily be compenſated, and that ſuch a mea- 
ſure is practicable. But if ever the houſe ſhould adopt it, they 
ſhould take care to prevent frauds; for probably it was owing to 
the frauds committed that the clauſe was repealed before. After 
ſtating that near 100,0c0 houſes are now exempted,” I might 
draw an inference that ſo great a, number was ſufficient, and that 
rational humanity would have nothing left to do. But the truth 
is, that it would be better to have ſome known rule for exempt- 
ing all proper objects, than to leave it to the diſcretion of the 
officer, which is the caſe at preſent. In ſome caſes their lenity, 
in others their ſeverity, muſt be capricious ;z, and ſome of the per- 
ſors who are returned as poor, have been forced to pay notwith- 
ſtanding, for which ſome of the officers have been diſmiſſed. In 

ether places, I fear, they have taken petty bribes to exempt per- 


ſons from payment, who ought to have been exempted from com- 
paſſion. There are ſeveral other matters which might be amend- 
ed in the hearth-money laws. In my opinion they ought all to 
be brought into one act. There are ſeveral clauſes in them, 
which, if enforced, would be ſevere upon the poor—houſes that 
have no fixed hearth may be made to pay for two. hearths per- 
ſons may be made liable to a penalty for not giving a true account 
in writing, though there are 40,000 houſcholders in the king- 
dom who cannot write. There is a temptation to diſtrain a poor 
man on the firſt call of the officer; for if he has not the money 
to pay, the officer may charge ſixpence for drſtraining him. 
Upon the whole it is my opinion, that relieving fuch of the poor 
as I have deſcribed, is a very practicable meaſure, and that the 
loſs would-be ſuch as could eaſily be compenſated. But it is a 
meaſure which government muſt weigh and conſider well before 
they can agree to taking any ſtep upon the ſubject. In fact, no 
time is Joſt, for no meaſure could take place this year, as the col- 


lection af the duty is already begun. 


Mr. Gaarrax ſaid that it was the duty of government that 
ſomething ſhould be done in the buſineſs. 1 


Mr. ConoLLy ſaid he was exceedingly glad to find that a mea- 
ſure which he had ſo very much at heart was allowed to be practi- 
cable; and he was glad to find the diſpoſition of government on 
that head; he was ſenſible the honourable gentleman would take 
every poſſible pains in this buſineſs, and he might rely on his ſup- 
port in concurring with any meaſure for the better collection of 
the revenue ariſing from this tax. He was ready-to admit that 
nothing could be done this ſeſſion, but he truſted that effectual 
relief would be given in the next ſeſſion of parliament. 


Mr. GxaTTAN moved the order of the day for the ſecond 
reading of the bill for the improvement of harren lands. | 


Mr. Bzowns ſtrenuoufly preſſed the neceſſity of eounſel being 
heard on the objections ſtated in the petition he had preſented, 
previouſly to the farther progreſs of the bill; and he therefore 
moved that the ſecond reading be deferred until Friday. 


Mr. Gaarrax objected to the delay, which he apprehended. 
might occaſion the loſs of the bill, for which he would not be- 
come reſponſible by aſſenting to its poſtponement; he thought 
the bill might be read now, without militating againſt the princi- 
ple of the petition, and that counſel might be heard-when the bill 
came before the committee, aud thereby a day would be ſaved in 
the progreſs. | 5 3 OO 


Mr. Coax Ax ſald, if counſel are to be heard, it muſt be againſt 
ſome grievance contained in the bill; but as gentlemen admit the 
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principle of the bill, he could not ſee any great objection for hear. 
ing counſel. | 


Mr. Brzownz ſaid, that his expreſſions were totally miſcon- 
ceived if they were ſuppoſed to mean that the clergy did not 
object to the principle of the preſent bill; he only meant that 
neither they nor any man could be ſo abſurd as to object to the 
improvement of the country, but they might object to the particu- 
— — or bill by which that improvement vas propoſed to be 
obtained. | 


The queſtion was then put on Mr. Browne's motion for the 
ſecond reading on Friday, and carried. 


1 * Dory. ſtated a memorial addreſſed to his majeſty from 
the officers of the four regiments of horſe, reduced to dragoon 
guards, ſoliciting a compenſation for their reduced pay; but that 
his excellency had refuſed to tranſmit the addreſs ; he therefore 
had in his hand a petition to the houſe,” ſubmitting the matter to 
their conſideration. 

Major Hogaxr ſaid, that the memorial to his majefty had been 
tranſmitted by his excellency ; and, as a friend to the officers, he 
ſubmitted to the honourable gentleman, whether it was proper to 


preſent the petition to parliament before his majeſty's anſwer was 


| The petition was withdrawn, 


. *% — * * 
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FTaussbar, Arzt 30, 1789. 
Mr. Haves (of — preſented to the houſe, according 


to order, a bill to amend the laws now in force for amending and 
keeping in repair the public roads; which was received and read 
the firſt time. | 

The place bill was read a ſecond time. _ 
Mr. GaArrax ſaid that in the bill which had been introduced 
io a former part of the ſeſſion by an honourable friend of his Mr. 
Forbes] for limiting the amount of penſions, there was a clauſe 
originally in the bill for excluding place-men, under a certain de- 
ſefiption, from ſitting or voting in the houſe of commons; that 
clauſe his honourable friend conſented to leave out of the bill, at 
the inſtance of a right reverend prelate, who afterwards withdrew 
his ſupport from the bill. His honourable friend at that time 


gave notice, that he ſhould bring in a ſpecific bill for the purpoſe;' | 


and as his honourable friend was prevented from attending hu 


place, it fell to him to ſupport the bill. He ſaid that this bill w 
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founded on a principle of aſſimilating the conſtitution of Ireland 
to that of Eugland. The period at which a ſimilar bill to the 
preſent was adopted in England was the brighteſt period in the 
Britiſh annals. He ſaid it was a bill of preſervation of public 
liberty, and to guard the conſtitution againſt the undue influence 
of the crown. Parliamentary places have increaſed moſt rapidly 
within the laſt twenty years. It had been ſaid on a former occa- 
ſion, that it had coſt the nation the ſum of half a million to bat- 
ter down the ariſtocracy of this country. He ſaid it was the duty 
of gentlemen of this fide of the houſe to preſs a bill of this kind 
frequently on his majeſty's miniſters, which will be one day ob- 
tained under a conſtitutional adminiſtration ; for the preſent he 
ſhould ſay no more, reſerving himſelf to any arguments that may 
be offered againſt the principle of the bill. He therefore moved, 
that the bill be committed for to-morrow. 


On the Speaker putting the queſtion for the committal of the 
bill, it was negatived without a diviſion. | : 


The bill for the promotion and encouragement of inland navi- 
gation was read a third time. | 


Mr. Rowe x objected to the clauſe, which enacts that ſub- 
ſcribers and undertakers of canals when incorporated, ſhall be in- 
veſted with powers to take, turn, and draw into the ſaid naviga- 
tion, and off branches, the waters of all ſuch rivers, rivulets, lakes 
and brooks, as may be neceſſary for carrying on the aforeſaid. 
works, firſt making compenſation ; and on the queſtion being put, 
that the clauſe do itand part of the bill, the houſe divided.  _. 

7 — 44 Hang 568 


3 26 


Faivay, May 1, 1789. 


Sir HENRY CAvrxpbisn reported from the committee on the 
petition of the merchants, traders and inhabitants of the town 
and county of the town of Drogheda, the following reſolutions: 

Reſolved, That it appears to this committee, that the petiti- 
oners have fully proved the allegations of their petition, and de- 
ſerve the aid of parliament. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 6d. per ton be granted upon all ſhips and veſſels entering 
the port of Drogheda, his majeſty's ſhips and veſſels, and thoſe. 
of the revenue, and all coaſters or coaſting veſſels, and alſo all 
ſhips and veſſels belonging to the ſubjects of his moſt Chriſtian 
majeſty, excepted. ESE | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion ot this committee, that a duty 
of 3d. per ton be granted on all coaſters, or ſhips or veſſels enter. 
ing the port of Drogheda, from any port in this kingdom, 

Vor. IX. T1 
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Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that all ſhips 
or veſſels arriving with ballaſt only in the port of Drogheda 
ſhould be exempt from the payment of any of the above duties, 
It was ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill purſuant 


fo the ſaid reſolutions, and for improving the port and harbour 


© 


of Drogheda. 


On the order of the day for going into a committee on the 
bill for regulating the fiſheries on the coaſts of this kingdom, be- 
ing read, 


The CHancetLon or THE ExcnHrquer oppofed the com- 


mittal of the bill, on the ground that the bill went to appoint aa 


inſpector in a diſtri where ſuch an appointment was totally un- 
neceſſary ; beſides, he had other objections to the bill, and for 
theſe reaſons he fhonld vote againſt its being committed. 


_ Mr. BERESTOoRD likewiſe oppoſed the bill. He ſaid that the 
eollector of the port of Dublin was in advance upwards of three 
thouſand pounds, on account of the inſpeQors appointed under, 
und bounties given by, the fiſhery laws. 


Mr. O'Hara hoped that gentlemen would not condemn a bill 
without even attending to it; before gentlemen ſhould object to 


it, they ought to know what it contains; he contended that the 


bill would be highly advantageous to the fiſheries, and that it 
went to redreſs grievances reſpecting the fiſhery. As to the in- 
. ſpeQor to be appointed by the bill, when it went into committee 


clauſe might be expunged ; though there were five inſpec- 


tors on one part of the coaſt, when one would do the entire bu- 
fineſs, and the reſt were entirely ſinecure officers, He vindicated 
the bill from the objections made to it by the right honourable 
gentleman, and he hoped that it would be permitted to go into a 
committee. ä 

On the queſtion being put that the Speaker do leave the chair, 
the houſe divided, | 

Ayes — — 26 

Noes — — 62 


- Majority againſt the committal of the bill 36 


Sir Francis HuTcuinson moved, that an humble addreſs 
be preſented to his excellency the lord lieutenant, that he will be 
leaſed to give directions to the proper officer to lay before this 
Sh. on the firſt day of the next ſeſſion of parliament, the pub- 
lic accounts printed. 


The Cn \nczLLon or THE Exc uro ſaid he conſidered 


the order as impracticable. 
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Mr. Buac (Accountant General) ſaid that the public ac- 
counts are always ready before the meeting of parliament ; but 
he aſked—who is to print them? The public accounts, after they 
are delivered into the houſe, are ordered by the Speaker to be 
printed ; for his part, he would not take upon him to anſwer for 
the printing of them. : 


Sir Lucius O”Brixn ſaid he ſaw no neceſſity for departing 
from the uſual mode of proceeding in reſpe& to the public ac- 
counts. 


Mr. Gairrirn ſaid that if the motion was agreed to, it might 


be made the foundation of going into the committee of accounts 


before gentlemen had ſufficient notice of ſuch an intention, 


The motion was withdrawn. 


Mr. Browne (of the College) obſerved that one of the or- 
ders of the day was for the ſecond reading of the bill for the im- 
provement of barren lands. He begged leave to inform the 
houſe, that he had in his hand a letter from the agent appointed 
by the clergy who had petitioned the houſe againſt the bill, ac- 
quainting him, that the two counſel [Mr. Burſton and Mr. Du- 
query] whom he had employed to ſpeak at the bar in ſupport of 
the petition, found it totally impoſſible to attend this day, as 
they were engaged to attend at the bar of the houſe of lords. 
He ſhould therefore move, that the ſecond reading of the bill be 
poſtponed to Monday. 


Mr. GzaTTAN objected to delaying the bill, as he would not be 
reſponſible for the loſs of it owing to any delay; at the ſame 
time he would wiſh to accommodate the honourable gentleman as 
much as poſlibly he could. 


Tae ATTorxNty GENERAL declared, for his part, he by no 
means conſidered the bill as injurious to the rights of the clergy. 
At the ſame time, he ſaid, that every man who thinks himſelf 
zzorieved has a right to be attended to by this houſe ; he alſo 
ſaid, that applications had been made to him from ſeveral of the 
clergy, ſtating their apprehenſions from the operation of the bill 
introduced by the right honourable gentleman, and he had not 
been able to remove thoſe apprehenſions; he profeſſed himſelf a 
warm friend to the rights of the clergy of the church of Ireland, 
and he wiſhed to impreſs this idea, that the ſtate and church are 
intimately connected. If the clergy think themſelves aggrieved, 
let them come to the bar, and ſtate their grievances. He there- 
fore wiſhed that the right honourable gentleman would give ſuf- 
ficient time to the clergy, to hear them on the ſubjeR of their 
petition againſt the bill. 1 | 

; 2 
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Sir Tromas OsBorne ſaid that the arguments of counſel will 
be ſuggeſted by the clergy ; the principle of the bill has been 
already admitted by them. In a vein of pleaſantry, he ſaid, the 
beſt compliment that the houſe could pay the clergy would 
be to reject their petition; for, ſays he, they are ſo taken up in 
ſpiritual purſuits that they cannot be competent to determine 


on the benefits ariſing from the encouragement of agriculture 
and manufactures. 


Mr. Maso ſaid the principle of improving barren land can. 
not be denied; but improving barren land at the expence of the 
clergy, is an invaſion of their property. He declared himſelf a 
friend to the idea of improving barren lands, but, in his opinion, 
the bill ought to go to exempt the improvement of all barren 
lands from rent as well as from tithes. 


The Caanceiior oF THE ExcHtqQuer declared himſelf 2 
friend to the principle of the bill. Speaking as an individual, he 
would willingly relinquiſh his rent to any perſon contracting to 
improve barren lands that were his property. He was for put- 
ting off the conſideration of the bill until the next ſeſſion, and 
it might be brought forward at an early period of the ſeſſion, 
and then it would meet with a fatisfatory and ample diſeuſſion. 


Mr. Mor vxrox declared himſelf an enemy to the principle 
of the bill; and in order to get rid of it, „ he moved that the 
ſecond reading of the bill be poſtponed to the firſt day of June 


next.“ 


Mr. Cn artts O'NEIILT ſaid he could by no means agree to 


the principle laid down by a right honourable gentleman [Mr. 
Maſon] and he ſaid he ſhould vote for going into a committee on 
the bill. | 

Mr. GrireirTh faid he ſhould vote againſt the motion made 
by the honourable gentleman for poſtponing the ſecond readin 
of the bill to the firſt of June next. He wiſhed to have it dil- 
cuſſed this ſeſſion, but not decided on. 


Mr. GrartTax.—Si, the firſt charge againſt this bill is delay; 
but that charge is eaſily anſwered, by adverting to the period of 
the ſeſſion in which it was introduced; in the month of April; 
a period after which the greateſl queſtions that ever agitated or 
advanced this kingdom were brought forward, queſtions of greater 
moment even than the fears of the clergy about their private in- 
tereſt. Why this bill was not brought forward fooner ts obvious; 

in the beginning of the ſeſſion you had no executive power; 
afterwards the money bills came on and engroſſed our whole at- 
tention, and then the adminiſtration moved to adjourn for three 


1789.7 DET Aa TE & 437 


weeks; that was the cauſe of delay; but when gentlemen talk 

of delay, they only ſet up a pretence; they have time enough to 
go into the bill now; the adminiſtration is not obliged to make 
a receſs; they need not decline to do the buſineſs of the coun- 
try; but the truth is, they have already carried through this 
houſe the buſineſs of government, and they care but little about 
he buſineſs of the nation. When gentlemen talk of the impoſ- 
ſibility of keeping members together at this period of the year, 
they ſet up another pretence; they have the art of keeping 
members; they have certain coercive powers, of which we are 
not poſſeſſed; and they are, beſides, perfectly indifferent about 
keeping members together, provided they have enough to make 
an houſe for their own purpoſes; but the truth is, that the court 
have agreed to damn this bill, and finding the principle of the 
bill too ſtrong for them, they reſiſt it by various pretences. 

The next charge againſt this bill is ſurprize; an argument juſt 
as ill- founded as that of delay; the clergy have been for theſe 
thirteen months perfectly apprized of an intention to paſs ſuch a 
bill; thirteen months ago this bill was brought into this houſe ; 

it paſſed here unanimouſly ; and thoſe gentlemen on the fide of 

government, who are now loquacious againſt it, gave it then an 
| implicit ſupport ; it afterwards went to the lords, where it was 
1 debated and amended, and was then, with the amendments, ſent 
back to the commons, and rejected on account of the improprie- 
ty of ſome of thoſe amendments; but its rejection was perfectly 


(2 well underſtood to be with a view of bringing in the bill free 
e from the improper amendments, this ſeſſion of parliament : the 
i bill was then a ſubject—a clerical controverſy, and a paper war; 


and this is the bill which ſome of the clergy affirm they do not 
perfectly conceive, and aſk time to underitand ; and this requeſt 
1s accompanied by a declaration from the enemies of the bill, that 
the clergy oppoſe the principle of it, and therefore the argument. 
about delay and ſurprize falls to the ground; they do not want 
time, it ſeems, to inquire into the formation; they do not want 
to guard theniſelves by certain clauſes againſt its abuſe ; they 
want at once to damn the bill; and ſome of their advocates have 
been ſo imprudent as to declare, that the church ſhould not run 
the chance of any loſs whatſoever, in order to improve the coun- 
try, and employ the people. Sir, I muft deny the poſition, and 
the fact on which the ſuppoſition is ſaid to be founded. I think 
the miniſters of the goſpel ought to run the hazard of ſome loſs 
for the benefit of their fellow creatures, in the cultivation of the 
earth and the induſtry of mankind : but here I muſt deny that 
they will ſuffer any loſs; the country people will not, as is ſur- 
miſed, immediately withdraw their tillage from the arable ground 
and cultivate mountain only. The members that ſuppoſe this 
may be excellent legiſlators, but are abominable farmers ; and ſo 
the learned churchmen who fear that event, may be incomparable 
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divines, but are execrable farmers; and in order to expoſe the 
futility of their idle fears, 1t is ſufficient to reſort to experience. 
Such a bill has been the law of England fince the reign of Ed. 
ward VI. Were the Engliſh clergy ſtarved? Did they petit 2 
Where is the hiſtoric evidence of a general calamity befalling the 
churchmen at that period? It is true, they have agiſtment in 


England; but with agiſtment the Engliſh clergy muſt have loſt 


though not the whole, yet the greater part of their income, if 
of ſuch a bill as is before you ſuch a transfer of tillage was the 
natural conſequence. Such a law has been tried in France, as 
well as England. In 1766 an arret was regiſtered, exempting 
all barren land from tithe. Were the French clergy ſtarved ?: 
Did they famiſh? Did they remonſtrate? There is, indeed, a 
difference between the Iriſh law, which is to ſtarve the Iriſli 
clergy. and the French law, which has been quietly ſubmitted to. 
The Iriſh is an exemption for ſeven years, the French for fifteen, 
Laws fimilar to this have been tried in Ireland as well as France 
and England. An act of George II. exempts all barren land 
from the tithe of flax, hemp, and rape, for ſeven years. Have 
the country people gone up into the mountains, and transferred 
the cultivation of thoſe articles from tithable ground? No. In 
the South the clergy get a very conſiderable tithe from flax; 88. 
ſometimes 125. the acre; and fo little did this law reſcue hemp 
from tithe, that the laſt ſeſſion it was found neceſſary to paſs a 
bill for aſcertaining the tithe of hemp, in order to give encourage 

ment to its cultivation; and the clergy were alarmed at ſuch an 
encouragement, as likely to deprive them of a profitable tithe; 
though, according to their preſent reaſoning, the culture of hemp 
muſt have been transferred to the mountains, and the tithe of it 
eatirely loſt, But there is another law now exiſting ill more in 
point, an act of the preſent reign, exempting from tithe for 
ſeven years all bogs that ſhould he reclaimed How comes it that 
all the parſons in boggy countries did not thrive? That the 
country people did not transfer their cultivation entirely to bogs, 
and leave the arable land untilled? Are we to underitand that 
there are no bogs in Ireland, or that the peaſant will be iuclined 
to cultivate the mountain excluſively but can have no temptation 
whatever to culiivate the bog ?—Theſe inſtances are enough to 
expoſe the futility of the fears of the parſon on the preſent ſub- 
ject; and they are pernicious and fatal friends to the clergy of 
Ireland, who reſt their oppoſition to this bill on an averſion to 
its principle, for they contradiftinguiſh the Iriſh clergy to the 
Engliſh and the French clergy, and place them below both; they 
repreſent them, without foundation I am ſure, but they repreſent 
them as too avaricious on points of private intereſt, and reluctant 
to ſerve either their fiock or their ſucceſſor, if there exiſts but 
the ſpeculation of an iota of private loſs, 
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My honourable friend, therefore, who preſented the petition, 
placed it on more reputable ground than others who have ſpoken' 
on the ſubject. The truth is, the parſon gives nothing except 
an encouragement, cofting him nothing, to till what now pro- 
duces nothing, but what may, by virtue of that encouragement, 
be profitable hereafter to the poor, and to himſelf or his ſucceſ- 
for. Sir, I foreſee the fall of this bill from the miniſterial 
powers arranged againſt it. A right honourable gentleman, 
high in the confidence of adminiſtration, ſupports the motion to 
reje& this bill, though he himſelf voted for it the laſt ſeſſion of 

arliament. He not only voted for it, but when I brought it 
in, he returned me thanks for introducing a bill that ſo entirely 
agreed with his ſentiments, and promiſed benefit to the commu. 

nity: He oppoſed two other bills which 1 then introduced, one 

for the flax, another for rape. He did ſo in conſequence of a 
negociation, as I was taught to believe, carried on by the mi- 
niſters with a right reverend prelate, who had acceded to the 
barren land bill, provided the two others were reſiſted by admi- 
niſtration in the commons; the recôllection of which agree- 
ment was ſuppoſed afterwards to have eſcaped the memory of 

the prelate. When that barren land bill came back, ſtrangely 
altered, the right honourable gentleman was much diſpleaſed, and 
conceived, I underſtood, the neceſſity of bringing in a proper 
bill this ſeſſion; and does he now want to examine the 
merits of this meaſure? Is he now to ſeek about its properties? 
He tells you that the clergy have now petitioned againſt it, and 
that he wiſhes all of them ſhould have time. Does he mean that 
they in the extremeſt part of the kingdom ſhould have time to 
form an oppoſition to his favourite meaſure? He ſays he wiſhes 
to hear them by counſel ; he is right, and therefore he paſſes over 
Monday, when counſel will attend at your bar, and adjourns the 
bill to the firſt of June, when they will not. As to many par- 
ticular clauſes againſt burning barren land, or defrauding the 
parſon of his reverſionary, by a bad ſyſtem of cultivation, or 
any other clauſes which are not calculated to deſtroy the princi- 
ple of the bill, I have no objection to them. 

Before this ſeſſion is over, I ſhall lay before this houſe ſome 
ideas on the general queſtion of tithe. I ſhall aſk leave to bring 
in a bill for the appointment of commiſſioners, who ſhall fit, not- 
withſtanding the prorogation of parliament ; ſhall have power to 
inquire into the different tithe-rates of the kingdom; and ſhall. 
lay before the houſe, a plan for aſcertaining the ſame. I ſhall 
bring in the bill the middle of next week, whatever day the houſe 
ſits to receive the bills from the lords; and on that day I do re- 
queſt the attendance of gentlemen. If then gentlemen chooſe 
to go on with the buſineſs, and appoint commiſſioners, I ſhall re- 
jeice; if not, I ſhall print the bill, and perſiſt in the purſuit the 
next ſeſſion of parliament. 


1 
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The Ar rox EY GENERAL ſaid that he was charged by the 
right honourable gentleman who had ſpoke laſt, with having al- 
tered his opinion in reſpect to the preſent bill; the fact was not 
ſo; he had not altered his opinion; the clergy had been alarmed 
on account of this bill, aud he was confident that their alarms 
had been ill-founded ; all he wiſhed: was, that the clergy ſhould 
have full time to ſtate their objections to the bill. He ſaid 
again and again, that in his opinion the bill will be of great pub. 
lic advantage. He had been informed by ſeveral of the clergy, 
that it was not the intention of the right honourable gentleman to 
have brought forward, this ſeſſion, any matter on the ſubje& of 
tithes; but though he was decidedly of opinion, that the bill 
would be of great public utility, yet at the ſame time he was 


alſo of opinion, that ſuch a reſpectable body of men as the clergy 


of the church of Ireland ought to be heard ; if their objections 
are well founded, the bill ought not to paſs; if they are not, let 
the bill be modified in ſuch a manner as to render it as palatable 
and as effectual as poſlible, | 


Sir Lucius O'Brien ſaid that ſuch a bill as that now the 
ſabje& of debate, would be peculiarly uſeful to this country in 
the preſent circumſtances of the kingdom, when, by returns that 
had been made, it appears, that inſtead of two millions and an 
half, which had been the former calculation, that this country 
now contains three millions and an half of inhabitants, and that 
there are above one hundred thouſand paupers. He ſaid, that 
though from the lateneſs of the ſeſſion there might not be ſuffi- 
cient time to diſcuſs the bill in as ample a manner as the ſubject 


required, yet the houſe might come to a reſolution to take up the 


buſineſs at an carly period of the next ſeſſion, 


Mr. Scr Hoparm, after profeſſing the higheſt reſpect 


for the right honourable gentleman who had introduced the bill, 
begged to inform him, that a great number of gentlemen had 
left town, and to aſſure him that goverument had, with ſome 
difficulty, prevailed on gentlemen to ſtay in town. | 


On the queſtion being put, that the bill be read a ſecond time 
on the firſt day of June 'next, it was carried in the affirmative 
without a diviſion, conſequently the bill fell to the ground. 


On the order of the day for the ſecond reading of the bill for 
aſcertaining the tithe on flax being read, | 


Mr. Moiyxevux moved, that the ſecond reading be poſtponed 
to the firſt day of June next. 


Mr. GzaTTan roſe to object to the motion. 


On the queſtion being put, it was alſo carried in the affirma- 
tive without a diviſion. | 
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SaTurDAY, May 2, 1789. 


A petition of the court of directors of the company of under- 
takers of the Grand Canal, and of certain perſons, members of 
the ſaid company, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was 
preſented to the houſe and read ; ſetting forth, that in purſuance 
of an act of parliament paſſed in the twenty-ſeventh year of his 
preſent majeſty's reign, the company of undertakers of the Grand 
Canal have entered-into a recognizance before the barons of his 
majeſty's court of Exchequer in the penalty of 24,000l. conditi- 
oned that the ſaid company ſhall within the term of five years from 
the time of paſſing the ſaid act, complete a ſtill water navigation 
from the bridge of Monaſterevan to the town of Athy ; that the 
ſaid company have ſo far proceeded on ſaid work as to have va- 
lued the lands neceſſary for that purpoſe, and have purchaſed part 
thereof, and that according to the plan approved of heretofore 
by ſaid company, it is propoſed that the Grand Canal ſhall com- 
municate with the ſaid intended navigation by locks, deſcending 
into the bed of the river Barrow, and by one or more lock or 
locks aſcending thereout ; that by means of the boats deſcending 
into the bed of ſaid river for the purpoſe of crofling it, the ſaid 
navigation will be liable to be occaſionally interrupted by the 
floods of that river; that ſuch inconvenience would be remedied 
by making the communication between the Grard Canal and the 
faid propoſed navigation to Athy, by an aquedu& bridge croſſing 
the ſaid river; that there are now two bridges at Monaſterevan 
crofſiag the river Barrow, one of them on the great road leading 
from tue city of Dublin to Limerick, Kilkenny, Caſhel and 
Cork, and the other on the road leading to Portarlington, Mount- 
melick, Birr, Banagher and Connaught, the firſt- mentioned of 

. which bridges is in a ruinous and dangerous ſtate, and the other 
very ill conſtructed, and falling into decay ; that the expence to 
| the adjacent counties of rebuilding, and from time to time re- 
. * pairing ſaid two bridges, would be ſaved by ſuch aqueduct bridge, 
conſtructed with a track-way or track- ways on one or both ſides 
of the canal, of ſufficient breadth for a public road ; that by 
N means of ſuch aqueduct bridge the intended navigation, being 
kept on an higher level than that heretofore propoſed, may be 
with advantage at ſome future time extended to Portarlington, 


r Mountmelick, Stradbally, the Kilkenny collieries, and the ſouth 
welt part of the kingdom; that the ſaid company have been de- 
4 terred from making ſaid improvement in their original deſign by 


the additional expence of ſaid work, and by an apprehenſion that 
thereby che completion of ſaid navigation might be delayed be- 
yond the time ſtipulated by ſaid recoguizance; that the expence 
of ſuch aqueduct hath been eſtimated at a ſum of 10, oool. and 
as that fome other incidental expences, amounting to the ſum of 
3cool. or thereabouts, would be incurred by ſaid company by 
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means of ſuch variation from their original deſign, making toge. 
ther the ſum of 11, oool. and the completion of the canal might 
poſſibly. be delayed a further year; that it hath lately occurred to 
the petitioners, that poſſibly parliament might be diſpoſed to 
countenance and aid the conſtruction of ſuch aqueduct bridge, 
and that the petitioners are convinced ſaid company would under. 
take the execution thereof, on receiving an aid from parliament 
of one-third of the ſaid ſum of 11,0001. and on the term limited 
for the completion of ſaid canal being extended one year, but 
that the ſaid company cannot by law be aſſembled without eight 
days previous notice, and that if the ſaid propoſed improvement 
ſhall not be determined on previous to the next meeting of par. 
hament, ſaid canal will be ſo far proceeded upon, on a lower le- 
vel, as to make ſuch improvement totally unadviſeable; and 
therefore praying the houſe to take the premiſes into conſidera- 
tion, and to grant to ſaid company ſuch aid towards the propoſed 
work, and ſuch further time as aforeſaid, for the completion of 
ſaid navigation to Athy, 


Frivar, May 8, 1789. 


Mr. W. B. Poxsonsy preſented to the houſe according to 
order, a bill to enable archbiſhops, biſhops, deans, deans aud 
chapters, and other eccleſiaſtical perſons, to make leaſes for a 
longer term than they are now empowered to do z which was re- 
ceived and read the firſt time. 


Mr. GraTTan preſented to the houſe according to order, a 
bill to appoint commiſſioners for the purpoſe of enquiring into 
the ſtate of tithes-in the different provinces of this Kingdom, and 
to report a plan for the aſcertaining the ſame. 


He ſaid, the advocates for tithes and their abuſe, having declin- 
ed a public enquiry, thought they beſt conſulted the dignity of the 
church by reſorting to a paper war; this paper war has been 
conducted under the mitred auſpices of certain biſhops—theſe bi- 
ſhops have in the courſe of it accuſed me of making an attack on 
the Proteſtant clergy of the South. You know, they know how 
totally unfounded ſuch a charge—l did prefer then, and J prefer 
now, certain allegations, that in ſome parts of the South there 
exiſted illegal demand, encreaſing demand, exceſſive demand, an 
abuſe of the compenſation act; tithe- proctors who extort fees, 
tithe-farmers who lay the poor under contribution ; theſe charges 
1 did not affirm to affect the major part of the Southern clergy, 
but I did, and 1 do now affirm, that they do effect in degree 
and £x:cu; iuch a proportion GE diſtrict as to call for the interfe- 
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rence of parliament. Two pamphlets on this ſubjeR, entitled 
my Speech, were publiſhed, different from each other, or re- 
ſembling each other in nothing except in not being my ſpeech, 
and in not being publiſhed by my authority; to theſe pamphlets 
the dignitaries above alluded to have replied ; convinced that I 
neither ſpoke nor wrote the contents of either, they have charged 
me with both. This unfounded charge on me they have thought 
proper to maſk by calling it a Defence of the Proteſtant Clergy 
of the South, and have thus endeavoured to diſperſe through the 
community a falſe alarm, and a groundleſs azcuſation.—This 
alarm and accuſation, called a Defence, ſets forth, that the bi- 
ſhops of the South, in the year 1986, wrote circular letters to 
their clergy, deſiring returns of their reſpective ratages; with a 
recommendation that theſe returns, if poſſible, ſkould be made 
on oath. The Defence ſets forth, that returns were made.—TI 
awn I ſhould be very glad to fee them; not one ſyllable the De- 
fence ſuppreſſed the returns of the clergy, and yives the public 
in their place its own calculation, whicl it profeſſes to be an aver- 
age formed on theſe returns. — Even fo, let us admit ſuch exi- 
dence ;z where the biſhops contend, let the party be the evidence, 
and the advocate be the judge. The authors of the Defence 
having ſtated, that a moſt minute and general enquiry has been 
made, allege, * that, in the whole extent of that enquiry, they 
no where find the rate for potatoes higher than twelve ſhillings 
the plantation-acre ; theſe are their words, and on the veracity 
of this allegation, depends whatever attention ſhould be paid ta 
their defence. I have from private hands aſſurances innumerable, 
in the molt poſitive and direct manner, contradicting that allega- 
tion. I have from private hands affidavits without number d iſ- 
proving that allegation, I will reject them all. I will, for ar- 
gument, give the paltors a victory over their flock, and the fruits 
of their care, and ſuppoſe, for a moment, their pariſhioners to 
be perjured, yet what ſhall we lay of the clergy, who have, by 
themſelves, or their witneſſes, ſworn the ſame thing ?—I will 
read you a report from the judge who went the Munſter circuit 
of the ſpring of 1788.— It is as follows: „t the laſt aſſizes 
held for the county of Kerry, at Tralce, a civil bill was brought 


* Defence of the Proteſtant Clergy, page 93.—But it muſt be 
remembered, that from the vicinity of theſe pariſbes to Limerick, and 
the great fertility of the grouna, the average value of the crops of 
potatoes is twenty pounds, the tthe two pounds, and other cron in 
proportion. — Noa, is iwvelve hillings an unreaſonable demand for 
evhat is worth two pounds? 4 ſuriher remark, that I no where 
find the rate higher than twelve ſhillings the plantation acre 3 and 
the crop, wherever it is charged, not worl.) leſs than eleven or t 
pounds, more generally ſixteen or twenty. 
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- before me, upon the compenſation- act, for the value of certain 
tithes. —From the evidence of the plaintiff's own witneſſes, and 
the ſchedule, the demand appeared as follows : tithe of potatoes, 
one acre and a half, zl. os. 6d.” (Gentlemen will recolle&, 
that, by the compenſation act, the bill or petition is not to be 
brought for the value, but the cuſtomary charge). I will read 
another document, equally authoritative from Cork. 


Rates of Tithes, on Petitions, for the Year 1786, in the County of 


Cork. | 
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I muſt here again obſerve, that the petition is by the act to be 
brought for the cuſtomary charge. | 

T muſt obſerve alſo, that only nineteen petitions were tried for 
1786, whercin rates were ſpecified, and of the nineteen, eleven 
exceeded the rate of 125. the plantation-acre; a rate, the Defence 
affirms, has never been exceeded; I muſt alſo obſerve, that theſe 
petitions mult have been ſupported by the oath of the clergy or 
their witneſſes, and do directly falſify the allegation of the De- 
fence What becomes of the Defence now? not refuted, but 
convicted, convicted on oath, the cath of the clergy themſelves 
or their witneſſes, taken at a public trial. Thus the Defence of 
the biſhops is put down by the oaths of the clergy. 

Here I might leave the Defence, if it did not advance another 
propoſition too glaring to pals without obſervation: * It ſlates 


* Defence of the Preteſtant Clergy, page 47.—/ is incontro- 
werithly true, that in moſt places the rates of tithe have not varied for 
the laſt thirty years. 

And in page 41.—Lut fure I am, from the preſent flutes of 
ratages, coll:Hed from exact information, the average-increaſe, through © 
any entire county, dioceſe, or pariſh, if any there has been, can be but 
very ſmall indeed, ond that in very few tariſbes on!y, but certainly 
nat throughout any dioceſe or county. 
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in a very confuſed manner I own, but it does ſtate, that the aver- 
age ratages have not in any ſouthern county or dioceſe increaſed 
theſe thirty years. The groſs improbability of this affertion 
muſt appear to every man, who reflects on the progreſs of things 
ſince the year 1756, (the period to which the Defence refers) 
who reflects how the mode of living has changed, and become 
more expenſive ſince that time, and how much the ſtyle and tone 
of modern clergymen excels in expence and diſplay, the old mi- 
niſters of the goſpel, The improbability of this aſſertion, would 
appear more fully, if I were permitted to bring to the bar of 
this houſe the pariſhioners who could moſt feelingly atteſt the di- 
re& contrary ; or were I permitted to produce affidavits which 
ſwear the direct contrary. But I will for a moment reje& all 
this, and I will refute their caſe by nothing leſs than the authority 
of their own oaths, and the acknowledgment of their own vin- 
dication. The Defence ſtates, that the average-ratages of the 
poor dioceſes of Cloyne ar.d of Cork, are above 10s. an acre, 
potatoes, and of Cork above 78. gd. wheat, and Cloyne above 
98. wheat. While in the rich dioceſe, potatoes are, as the De- 
fence ſtates, 78. the acre, and wheat 6s. 6d. 

The Defence endeavours to account for the diſparity, and aſ- 
cribes it to a number of corn-mills eſtabliſhed in the county of 
Cork, and to the export trade of corn, from the ports, Youghal, 
Cork, Kinſale, and Dungarvan. Now theſe mills, and this ex- 
port trade, are almoſt entirely the effect of the corn bounty, the 
inland bounty, which did not take place till the year 1758, and 
ſtill more, the export bounty, which did not take place till the 
year 1773, and which, with rhe inland bounty, has been gra- 
dually, and more abundantly, operating ever ſince. 

The Defence has then aſſigned a cauſe, which cauſe began to 
exiſt within thirty years of the date of the enquiry ; it follows, 
that the effect mult have taken place within that period ; it fol- 
hous, that an encreaſe of average ratage has taken place in ſome 
gioceſes within thoſe thirty years; it fullows, that the other great 
poſition of the Defence is unfounded. 

Thus the two great poſitions of the caſe fail: the firſt is re- 
futed, by the oath of the party, and the ſecond by the admiſſion 
of the Defence: the Defence acknowledges what it denies, that 
the clergy have encreaſed the average-prices of ſome dioceſes 
within theſe thirty years; it acknowledges, what it alſo denies, 
that they have tithed the bounty; but I will wave all this; and 
yet will ſhew their caſe to be inadmiſſible: it ſtates that they 
have procured returns from the clergy, what kind of returns you 
have heard; but it does not pretend to have gotten any from the 
lay impropriators ; and it affirms that this ſhare amounts to one- 
third of the tithes of this kingdom : it acknowledges then, that 
the enquiry has omitted one-third of the queſtion, and on ſuck 


an enquiry they propoſe to decide the ſtate of Muniter and all 
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Its peaſantry. Allow their Defence biaſſed, as it muſt be thought; 
fallacious, as it has been ſworn ; ſelf. convicted as it has been prov. 
ed; however, in compliment to its authors, let us for a moment 
allow it. Vet till it is not the tate of the tithes of Munſter, it 
is not commenſurate with the queſtion it preſumes to cover; it 
does not affect to touch at all one of the three parts of the caſe; 
and when it affects to touch the other two, I have ſhewn it to be 
but affectation. With every reſpect to the clergy of Munſte, , 
the queſtion is not, Whether they are the oppreſſors? it is higher, 
Ir is, Whether the people are oppreſſed ? To acquit the clergy, 
{:ppolting ſuch a Defence, which proves nothing but its own con- 
tradiction, could do ſo, decides only an inferior queſtion ; to ob- 
trude that deciſion as diſpoſing of the whole of the caſe, is to 
make a criminal uſe of their ſuppoſed innocence ; and, as the De- 
fence would acquit the parſons oa their own evidence, ſo would 
it diſmiſs the peaſant unredreſſed, without any evidence at all. — 
In anſwer to ſuch a propoſal, we aſk of right reverend authority, 
Where is your flock ? What, is there no wolf but the ſhepherd ? 
Bring us a better account of your charge; go back to your 
fold. But I might wave all this, yet the Defence is {till inadmiſ- 
ſible, becauſe falſe in its conception. The exhibiting the ave- 
fage-rates of the different dioceſes of the South, does not enable 
the public to judge of its condition. In order to expoſe the art 
of deciding any thing by thoſe clerical averages, it is ſufficient to 
recolle& the famous average of a dignified writer, who, eſtimat- 
ing the average income of the Iriſh clergy, excluded the bi- 
ſhopricks, and included the curates, to give the reader a juſt and 
fair ſenſe of the property of the church. And ſtill further to 
expoſe a Defence founded on average-ratages, it is ſufficient to 
examine the decrees of the court of Cafhel, whoſe average-de- 
crees are ſtated for the five years previous to 1786, to be 8s. an 
acre potatoes, but whoſe particular decrees appear from the books 
in ſome caſes to have exceeded 208. The average-ratages of the 
different dioceſes give the public no kfuwledge of the caſe. It 
may happen that the avertage-ratage of a dioceſe ſhall be mode- 
rate, and yet the ratages univerſally exceptionable. Suppoſe 
ane · balf of the dioceſe under the ratage of Dr. Atterbury, and 
the other under the ratage of Captain Right, the average might 
perhaps be moderate, but that apparent moderation of ratage 
would ariſe from the very circumſtance which made it peculiarly 
culpable, from the double grievance, from the two extremes, 
from the oppoſite offences; it may happen that the proprietors 
of tithe in ſome caſes crouch to the rich, and encroach on the 
poor; the average, under ſuch circumſtances, might appear mo- 
derate, but the maderat ion would ariſe from the compound of 
crimes, from crouching and encroaching, from meanneſs and ex- 
tortion. The moderation of average-price therefore proves no- 
thing; it is a method which not only conceals, but inverts the 


1789. JJ 447 


caſe.—It makes the pariſh of A. appear better from the circum- 
ſtance that makes her worſe, from comparative miſery; it makes 
the pariſh of A. when rated too high, appear to be actually re- 
lieved when the pariſh of B. is rated too low; as if the former 
derived a paradoxical relief from the ſenſe of its own peculiar 
hardſhip, and'obtained a preternatural reſpiration from burthens, 
becauſe they were heaped with uncommon meaſure on herſelf ;. 
it is a clerical chemiſtry, which extracts a complexion from the 
conſumption of the caſe ; oppreſſion alone would not do; but 
add partiality, and the compound is vended by the right reverend 
authors, as an image of their charity, and a caſe for their clergy. 
And as a Defence founded on an exhibition of average- prices only, 
is unjuſt to the pariſh, ſo it is injurious to the parſon; it makes 
the moderation of parſon A. ſtate in favour of parfon B. who is 
an extortioner, and the exaction of B. ftate againſt A. who is 
moderate; as if A. derived riches from the extortion of B. and 
conſolation from the reflection that if he himſelf got too little, 
his neighbour B. whoſe example he condemned, got too much; 
and it ſnppoſes that A. had a further conſolation from the expe- 
rience, that if he did not. ſhare the profit, he divided the infamy. 
— his proceſs by average is a confuſion and incorporation of 
vice and virtue, fame and infamy ; it is reforted to from an indif- 
ference about the real ſtate of the peaſantry, ſuggeſted by the 
ſpirit of corps, at the expence of the beſt members of the church, 
and by a falſe tenderneſs of ſome peccant individuals, who may 
atone for the crimes of an exactioner, by the virtues of a fyco- 
phant—and by adulation to their biſhop, may ſecure abſolution 
for every other abomination. "The exhibiting average-prices 
therefore, gives no information. From thoſe fubmitted in the 
Defence, nothing can be collected, except that they are not found. 
ed in fact. They are ſtated to be formed on returns, which do 
not exceed 125. the plantation acre ; though from the oaths of 
the clergy, or their witneſſes, the prices are proved to go to 278. 
Waring therefore other objections, this Defence muſt be rejected 
on w/o grounds: Firſt, Becauſe the average-price is not the true 
Defence. Second, Becauſe this Defence is not the true average. 
But though right reverend authority has not made out a caſe 
for the clergy, it has made ovt a caſe for the people. So it fre- 
quently happens; men are but infttuments of Providence, and 
without knowing it, fulfil her ways. The zealot is but an in- 
flamed organ, burſting forth with unpremeditated truths ; reve- 
rend writers endeavouring to eſtabliſh a right in the proteſtant 
elergy to a tenth of the peaſant's labour, as prior to the pro- 
teſtant religion, paramount to all other rights of property, and 
therefore prior not only to the proteſtant, but to the Chriſtian 
religion, have only ſerved to bring forth proofs that ſuch a right, 
if any, reſides in the poor, and that the parſon was only his 
truſtee : ſo now the biſhops in their Defence, ſtate the average- 
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ratages of three out of the five dioceſes to which their acreable. 
ratages refer, to amount to above 10s. the plantation-acre for 
potatoes; and in forming this average they acknowledge they ex- 
clude all particular ratag:s above 125. and therefore their average 
is lels than the fact; aud they do not pretend to include one or 
two fillings in the pound, notoriouſly paid to the tithe - proctor 
by the peaſant, though reluctantly acknowledged by the Defence, 
and omitted in the average, which, on that account, is a ſtill fur. 
ther departure from the fact. This 10s. the acre, demanded and 
received without any conlideration of charity, which was the ob. 
ject of tithe z of building and repairing churches, as is required 
by the canon law; without parochial ſchools, as are required of 
the clergymen by the ſtatute law, and in ſome places without re- 
ſidence, which is required by canon, common, and ſtatute laws, 
- ariſes not only from the produce that feeds mankind, but from 
the only produce which in Ireland, ſuſtains the poor and moſt 
numerous deſcription of mankind, who have not poor rates as 
in England, and who have another order of clergy to pay, which 
is not the caſe in England: this heavy burden is more ſenſibly 
felt, by being peculiar to the South, which by the Defence of 
the clergy is admitted and repreſented to be in a ſtate of not only 
actual but comparative miſery. For the continuation of this par- 
tial wretchedneſs, they ſtate that one-half of the tithe of the 
South ariſes from that very wretchedneſs, viz. from tithe of po- 
tatoes; the other half ariſcs from wheat, which they ſtate in 
theſe dioceſes ta he from above 78. to above gs. the Iriſh acre; 
from barley, which they ſtate to be from near 78. to near 
98. 3 from oats, which they ſtate to be from near 48. to above 
58. ; from hay, which does not pay tithe in Connaught; from flax, 
which docs not pay tithe ia Ulſter ; from cows and ſheep. and 
lambs, which they omit in their ſtatement, but from which the 
clergy of the South receive a conſiderable income. In ſhort, 
from what does, and what does not pay tithe elſewhere. I con- 
gratulate the ſouthern clergy on all theſe advantages ; but the 
Defence interrupts me, and ſays, that all this is only one-half of 
their income, there is another gotten from potatoes. Hear the 
deſeription of the men from whom that half principally ariſes— 
Beggars! men, publicly pronounced, and by all admitted to be 
trodden down to the earth, men who get 5d. a day for their la- 
bour, and pay 6l. a year by the acre for their potatoe garden, 
which heavy rent is acknowledged to be aggravated by a tithe of 
108. for the continuance of which heavy tithe, the heavy rent is 
by the advocates of exaction made the apology. Poor people, 
« If we relax, the landlord would encroach—he is worſe than 
the parſon.” Theſe charges are further aggravated in ſome 
Places by the diſpoſition of the man who makes them, the tithe- 
farmer. The Defence ſtates, that while the rich dioceſe of Caſhel 
and Emly, pays 78. the acre, potatoes, the poor dioceſes of 
Cloyne and of Cork, pay above 1086. It ſtates the cauſe of this 
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inequality to be the tithe-farmer. Tt ſtates two cauſes of high 


ratages in theſe dioceſes, a briſk corn trade, and the'tithe-farmer. 


The latter cauſe alone is referable to potatoes. It deſcribes theſe 
tithe-farmers, vagabonds, fiſhermen ; but fiſhermen, it ſays, who 
do not live by fiſhing ; and who, it alſo ſays, till nothing; and 
who, it is concluded to ſay, live by no labour, except the labour 
of exaction. The leaſing the tithe to ſuch a crew, is made a 
matter of mercy : Poor people, they, ſo runs the canting De- 
fence, “ have nothing elſe to live by.” Thus the equity in 
favour of the tiller of the ſoil, is made an equity in favour of a 
crew who bid againſt him; this equity however, they own to be 
nothing more than ſetting the tithe to the higheſt bidder; and 
when theſe bidders are the cauſe, as the Defence ſtates, of raiſ- 
ing the tithe of potatoes in the dioceſes of Cork and of Cloyne, . 


' to above 10s. the acre, which tithe, in the dioceſe of Caſhel and 


Emly, they ſtate to be but 78. ; that is, when theſe canters raiſe 
the tithe above 30 per cent.—the Defence does expreſsly ap- 
plaud them for their moderation. 

I have ftated that the Defence of the Southern clergy had 
made out a cafe for the poor. It has done ſo—it has proved the 
poor of thoſe diſtricts to be in worſe ſituation than in any other 
part of Ireland ;—but it has gone farther—it has proved the 
clergy to be in a better; it ſets forth that from a number of corn 
mills, and from a briſk export of corn, the extent of tillage in 
thoſe parts has greatly increaſed ;—it ſtates that from thoſe cauſes, 
the ratage on tillage has increaſed likewiſe ;—and thus it allows, 
what however in another part it denies, that the clergy have the 
double advantage, an enereaſe of tillage, the effect of bounty, an 
encreaſe of ratage, the effe& of tithing that bounty—the De- 
fence ſtates, that the clergy of the South, havealſo a tithe of 
potatoes, the effect of their peculiar good fortune—which tithe, 
the Defence admits to be nearly equal to all the reſt. —The De- 
fence does not ſtate, but we do and can prove, that in ſome of 
theſe diſturbed parts, the livings of the clergy, have of late years, 
doubled. I might appeal to individuals, ſome of them will ac- 
knowledge it none of them can deny that the encreaſe has been 
abundant. Hence it follows, that the authors of the Defence. 
cannot ſet up the plea of poverty againſt the relief of oppreſſion ; 
and as they have made out a caſe for the poor, ſo have they ſug- 
geſted the facility of a remedy. They have in their Defence 
ſtated, that in the South the ratages have not in any county or 
dioceſe, for theſe thirty years, varied :—that is, they have in 
their Defence ſet up a modus,—a ratage of thirty years is a 


modus in fact, though it is not a modus in law, and does moſt 


deciſively aſcertain the poſſibility of eſtabliſhing a modus by law. 
What now becomes of the ſolemn aſſeveration of the impoſſibili- 
ty of paying the elergy in any manner, other than that of tithe? 


Either they who ſuperintended the Defence, believe that the 
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ratages have not varied, and their argument of impoſſibility is a 
pretence, or they do believe they have varied, and their Defence 
in this particular has exceeded the boundaries of reality, yet it 
does not ſo egregiouſly depart from them, as not to conclude the 
authors of the Defence, as to the practicability of fixing a 
ſtandard, and is an argument ſufficient for a modus, though not 
for a juſtification. —The bill now ſubmitted to your conſidera- 
tion, propoſes that commiſſioners ſhould be appointed to enquire 
and to report: as to the commiſſioners, I do not mean that their 
number ſhould be confined to the members of parliament; I 
would admit men more familiar with the ſubject. As to the 
enquiry, it would be much facilitated by what has been 
done and written already ;—here it will appear, that the proprie- 
tors of tithe in the diſtricts lately diſturbed, have, for the moſt 
part, proceeded by an acreable ratage—that where they have 
not, they have proceeded by a mode peculiarly capricious and 
oppreſlive ; and as in the former caſe, they have made a modus 
ealy—ſo in the latter they have made it neceſſary. Your com- 
miſſioners will diſcern where the ratage encreaſed from the activi- 
ty of the tithe-farmer—from the advantage of the bounty, or 
the exceptionable conduct of the clergyman. Poſſeſſed of a 
knewledge of the criminal cauſes of encreaſe, your commiſſioners 
will difallow all ſuch in the formation of a modue, or tithing- 
table, for the different articles which are to be ſubje& to tithe. 
They will, in the tithing-table, eftimate each rate as equivalent 
to ſo many ſtone of bread corn, to be valued at ſtated years, and 
at the deſire of the owner of tithe. 

' Your commiſſioners will naturally think it adviſeable in any 
plan they form, to exempt the cottager's potatoe garden from 
tithe ;—the proprietor of the tithe to be compenſated by a pre- 
ſentment, or an agiſtment, equal to the ſum at which the garden 
is rated ; they will alſo relieve the pariſhioner from ſmall dues, 
and where ſuch have been uſually paid, they will probably think 
to compenſate the clergyman in the manner above-mentioned. — 
They will then think it adviſeable to relieve the proprietors 
of tithe, as well as the farmer, and the poor, by giving the 
faid proprietors for the recovery of their income a remedy 
effeQtual and ſummary. 

Your commiſſioners may form a modus, as I have ſtated above, 
or they may go a ſtep further, and ſubmit a plan, by virtue of 
which, ſurveyors ſhall be appointed annually, by the parſon and 
pariſh, to ſurvey, and make a return of the number of acres 
under tillage.—The acres to be rated according to the tithing- 
table, and the groſs ſum to be levied in the manner of other coun- 
ty charges. When I ſay the commiſſioners will adopt ſuch a 
an, 1 only mean that if you appoint them, I will aſſiſt them by 
ſubmitting ſuch plan. I have ſtated it in general terms; but the 
mechanical part I have digeſted into two bills. The appoint- 
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ment of commiſſioners ſhould precede the introduction of ſuch 
bills, becauſe the enquiry 8 to lay the foundation of ſuch 
bills, ſnauld not be left to an individual, but entruſted to a body 
empowered and appointed by parliament.— To an individual, 
however active his enquiry, authentic his information, the anſwer 
will ever be, we do not know all this, and therefore it is; I ſub- 
mit to you to enquire into all this yourſelves. And in order that 
this ſyſtem of reform ſhould be a means of coercion, as well as 


of relief, I would have a proviſion, by which any pariſh riſing 


up in tumult, ſuch as was committed in 1786, and as is deſcribed 
in our laws, ſhall for blank time, forfeit the benefit of the act, 
by paying an extraordinary ratage—The increaſed ſum to go to 
ſome public uſe. | 
But whatever redreſs is intended, that redreſs muſt come from 
you, it will not come from the clergy : the parochial clergy may 
wiſh for a regulation, the bithops do not. One dignitary has de- 
nied that tithe can by any poſſibility be an oppreſſion ; other 
kinds of property may, but the full tenth of your capital land 
and labour paid to the church, we are informed, carries along 
with it an inherent impoſſibility of being a burthen A hea- 
venly-gifted and myſterious property it ſeems, which cannot cor- 
rupt, but muſt for ever abide by original purity, and primeval 
perfection! Should an argument, which depends more on faith 
than on reaſon, find no reception in your mind, another digni- 
tary has told you that the poor are not to be relieved, if the clergy 
are to be at the expence. When a bill for the improvement of bar- 
ren lands, and the encouragement of induſtry among the lower 
orders of the people, was on the laſt ſeſſion reſiſted by the ſpiri- 
tual peers, a right reverend prelate was ſaid to have declared as a 
principle, that the poor ſhould not be relieved, if the clergy were 
to be at the expence. Such a ſentiment coming from a Chriſtian, 
and a Proteſtant biſhop, mult have ſmote every breaſt with deep 
and ſincere affliction: but, if we are caſt down by ſo great and 
grave an authority on the one fide, we are conſoled again by a 
ſtil higher interpoſition, the expreſs commands and practice of 
the ſcriptures on the other. The Saviour of man ſuffered on 2 
rinciple different from that which the right reverend prelate has 
introduced. The apoſtles, the martyrs, and that flaming con- 
ſtellation of men that in the early age of Chriſtianity ſhot to 
their ſtation in the heavens, and fell, and falling illumined the 
nations of the earth with the blaze of the goſpel, roſe and 
fell with inſpirations of a very different kind. Had Chriſt 
been of the prelate's opinion, he never had been born, and we 
never had been ſaved. Had he ſaid to his apoſtles, * The poor 
are not to be fed, the valley is not to laugh and to ſing at the ex- 
pence of our church ;? or, had the apoſtles ſaid to the nations of 
the earth, © Ye are not to be benefited at the expence of Chrif- 


tian paſtors 3? or, had the martyrs expoſtulated with themſelves 
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We will not ſuffer for mankind,* what had become of the 
Chriſtian religion? Let the Pagan prieſt of Jove, or the ſenſual 
prieſt of Mahomed, deliver ſuch doctrine, but do not you pait 
with the palni of Chriſtianity, nor relinquiſh the lofty ſelf-ſur. 
rendering precepts of your goſpel, to poach in politics, for little 
and wicked tenets, in order to brand your Prayer Book with the 
image of a ſorry ſelfiſhneſs, which would diſgrace the frontiſpiece 
of Machiavel. + With all his errors on his head, the Pope him- 
ſelf is too diſcreet to commit himſelf with the Bible, by incul. 
cating ſelf-intereſt as a part of his creed. He has proclaimed, 
that the ſupport of the poor is neceſſary, according to the true 
and ancient diſcipline of the church ; and he has taxed church- 
benefices accordingly. There are ſome indiſeretions, compared 
with which, hypocriſy would be decorum—difhimulation would 
be virtue.—LI am not reflecting on what fell from a biſhop, ſo 
much as I am defending Chriſtianity, by whoſe principles, on 
the laſt day, even the proudeſt of the prieſthood muſt be tried, 
Let me ſuppoſe that day to have arrived, and, at the dread tri- 
bunal, the mitred head to be confronted with the naked peaſant 
iI was an hungred, and you fed me not: I was naked, and 
you cloathed me not.” Will you then anſwer your God as you 
have anſwered your country? © The poor were not to be re- 
lieved at the expence of the clergy.” — But this is putting hu- 
man infirmity to too ſevere a trial, and ſuggeſting gloomy ſcenes 
of death and judgment, for which men occupied by the riches, 
engaged in the amuſements, and fretted ſomewhat in the politics 
of the world, are but little prepared. It was a declaration of 
indiſcretion, of paſſion—to ſpeak ſeverely of it, of a warm 
judgment ;—to ſay the wort of it, of a fallible temper, and en- 
tirely to be forgiven, provided it ſhall be never repeated. I ſhall 
therefore hope, on recollection, it will not as a general principle 
be laid down, that the clergy ſhould not contribute a little to the 
relief of the poor. Alas! that will not do; we are told the 

or in Ireland do not deſerve relief. Suſpicious ſubjects, 
9 inimical to the conſtitution, or Papiſts incredible 
on their oaths;' that is, below the condition not only of other 
Chriſtians, but of other men, Jews, Pagans, Mahomedans: 


now, as the Roman Catholics happen to be the moſt numerous 
part of the Chriſtian church, it follows, if the charge is true, 


that the majority of the followers of Chriſt are the worſt of the 
human ſpecies that the greater part of Chriſtendom is the moit 
reprobate part of the earth, and that the Redeemer, of mankind 
has come 1n vain; and the reſult of the two opinions, that by 
one right reverend dignitary entertained of the Catholic church, 
coupled with the other tenet ſuggeſted by another dignitary of 
the Proteſtant church, is, that the former church has done much 
miſchief to man, and that the latter is not to be at any expence 
to do him ſervice However, I will ſuppoſe theſe opinions to 
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relax ; the Preſbyterian to be reſtored to his credit—the Catholie 
to be admitted to grace, yet there 1s another difficulty in the 
way of redreſs, the alledged poverty of the Iriſh church. — The 
biſhops alledge in the Defence, that the people of Ireland pay in- 
comparably leſs to their church. — They acknowledge, that, on a 
dividend of the whole income, including biſhopricks and col- 
leges, each Iriſh clergyman would receive 23ol. per annum, and 
each Engliſh clergyman 150l.—But then they compare the two 
aggregate funds, and hecauſe 1000 Iriſh clergymen do not divide 
as great an aggregate as 10,000 Engliſh, they affirm that Ire- 
land pays incomparably leſs to her church. They do not deny 
that the Engliſh clergy are as ten to one, their fund as fix to 
one; they cannot deny that the church of England men in Eng- 
land are more than ten times as many, and the people of Eng. 
land much more than ten times as rich ; and then their pampered 
expoſtulation amounts to this, That the clergy of England, be- 
ing ten times as many, having above ten times as much to do, get 
only fix times as much, from a country which is perhaps twenty 
times as rich.—In all this pathetic lamentation, how have they 
forgotten the prefbyter ! how have they forgotten the prieſt ! 
and their humble pittance ! and yet a poor prieſt ſhall defend the 
rivileges of a man againſt proud oppreſſion, and a preſbyter ſhall 
be able to puzzle a mitre. With regard to the preſbyter, I am 
clear his income ſhould be increaſed ; the regium donum is con- 
temptibly ſmall, one of the acts of a new adminiſtration ſhould 
be to increaſe it. | 
When certain right reverend dignitaries inſiſt on the poverty of 
the Iriſh church, compared with that of England, they ſuggeſt 
to the people of Ireland the following queſtion : What induced 
thoſe dignitaries to come to Ireland? Am I to underſtand that 
they left their great pretenſions in the Engliſh church from a con- 
tempt of its riches? and ſought preferment in the Iriſh church 
from a love of its poverty? Am I to underſtand that a contempt 
for dignity, added to a contempt of riches, has induced them to 


obſtruct the progreſs of our native clergy? and happily fixes 


their humble eye upon the Iriſh mitre ?—Exalted they are then 
at leiſure to make paſtoral obſervations on our people. —** The 
Squirearchy are tyrants the common people thieves—the Preſ- 
byterians enemies to the conſtitution, and the Catholics incredi- 
ble on their oaths.” —Having made an. eſtimate of the value of 
the income of the clergy ; then they calculate, and, like the in- 
duſtrious ant, or the buſy bee, ihymo crura plena, depoſiting, in 
the epiſcopal cells, the bulky ſtore of eccleſiaſtical revenue, they 
return to the crowd, and expoſtulate with their brethren on the 
poverty of the church. | | 

I ſpeak of ſome, not all. There are among them, men whom 
I revere, Such is one whom I do not name, becauſe he is pre- 
ſent ; mild, learned, pious and benevolent ; a friend to the meek- 
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neſs of the goſpel, and a friend to man. Such is another whom 

I may name, becauſe he is not preſent. —He has the firſt epiſco- 
pal dignity in this realm—it is his right—he takes it by virtue 
of the commanding benevolence of his mind, in right of a ſupe. 
rior and exalted nature. There are men paſſeſſed of certain crea- 
tive powers, and who diſtinguiſh the place of their nativity, in- 
ſtead of being diſtinguiſhed by it—they do not receive, they 
give birth to the place of their reſidence, and vivify the region 
which is about them. — The man I allude to, I know not, or 
know him as we know ſuperior beings, by his works. 

I have, in the foregoing part, endeavoured to defend myſelf 
againſt an attack, publiſhed without the names cf certain digni- 
taries of the church, but not without their authority : I ſhall 
now ſtrive to anſwer another attack, publiſhed by their authori- 
ty, and with their names annexed—the parochial clergy of Mun. 

ſer, at their annual viſitations aſſembled. 

A very reſpectable aſſembly ; how employed? To aſſiſt the 
committee appointed by act of parliament to enquire into the 
ſcandalous abuſes which have ſunk the charitable funds of royal 
and private donation ?—No, from the Southern archbiſhop that 

committee has received no aſſiſtance.— To eſtabliſh parochial 
ſchools, according to act of parliament, at their own expence ?— 
No, that work has been neglected. To eſtabliſh diocefan ſchools, 
at their own expence, as by law they are obliged? No, that too 
has been neglected or perverted. —To enquire into the ſtate of 
charter ſchocls, and to follow Howard in his pious and ſingular 
activity? No, the parochial clergy of the province of Munſter, 
at their viſitation, have been otherwiſe employed. They have 
read a ſpeech concerniug tithes, their property, and yet there 
were ſubjects more worthy. of their interference! Their God 
has beep denied by the arguments of the Atheiſt ; his Son has 
been denied by the arguments of the Deiſts. Engliſh biſhops, 

| Preſbyterian miniſters have come forth—the parochial clergy of 
Munſter, and their fix biſhops—have they ſignalized themſelves 
in this holy war ?—their learning—their induſtry their zeal on 
their natural ſubject.— look for—I cannot find them. —Ther 
country, as well as their God, had been outraged—her trade 
crippled—her conſtitution deftroyed—and her final judicature, 
of which the right reverend the Jords ſpiritual compoſe an im- 
plicit part, uſurped. What an opportunity here for their inter- 
poſition during a long period! Where are their ſpirited votes? 
A Where are their deep reſearches ?—A layman indeed, on that 
cecaſion, came forth, Molyneux came forth; and, though he 
could not retake the citadel, he reſcued the holy veſtiges, the veſtal 
Fes or the conſtitution, and reſcued them without aid from the 
dignified prieſts of the temple.—A moſt ſucceſsful ſtruggle to 
recover trade and freedom was afterward made—what an oppor- 
tunity here? The Preſbyterian miniſters came forward in ever) 
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ſhape—the Roman Catholic prieſt afforded us his literary aſſiſt- 
ance—the parochial clergy of Munſter, and their ſix biſhopg— 
not one ſyllable—on their part a fad blank - profound, uninter- 
rupted taciturnity, When their God—their Redeemer, and 
their country are in queſtion, they are ſilent ; but, when a twelve- 
penny point on their tithe is brought forward, then they are 
vivacious ; then the preſs groans with clerical Billingſgate ; then 
a ſynod is held in the capital, in the ſeat of learning, under mi- 


tred auſpices, training up the reverend youth of the country in 
the holy office of anonymous publication, and inoculating their 


tender minds with the ſeribbling itch of meagre production; and 
then the parochial clergy of Munſter, deans, deacons, archdea- 
cons, prebendaries and precentors, with fix biſhops, in holy or- 
der, and ſolemn march, advance—on what? On the principles 
of decorum and reſpect due to a member of the legiſlature : 
« The provincial clergy having read a ſpeech, entitled by the 
publiſhers the Speech of Mr. Grattan, and by him not diſavow- 
ed.” Their biſhops ſhould have informed their clergy, that, to 
juſtify the application, it is not ſufficient the publication ſhould 
not be diſavowed, but neceſſary that it ſhould be authoriſed. 
Giving a reaſon for the application, and giving a bad one, they 
convict themſelves of making the charge, and of making it with- 
out foundation, Here I muft ſuggeſt an eſtabliſhed rule, which 
I ſcorn to inſiſt on, but am forced. to acknowledge. No man, 
no body of men have a right to charge on a member of the legiſ- 


lature, as his ſpeech made therein, an unauthoriſed publication. 


Againſt this rule have tranſgreſſed thoſe anonymous and wrathful 
clergymen, who, in a flock of noiſy publications, have attacked 
what I never publiſhed—and replied to what I never ſaid. They 
are welcome—they have ſhewn that all of them can write, it re- 
mains for them to ſhew that ſome of them can excel—their pa- 
trons I hope will reward them! The flies of the vintage they 
gather about the preſs, and already taſte, in devout expectation, 
the inſpiring fruit. A light ſwarm ! that they ſhould travel over 
boundaries I am not aſtoniſhed; but that the grave body, the 
parochial. clergy of Munſter, with their fix biſhops—they too are 
welcome. I ſhould be the laſt man to avail myſelf of an inteme 
perance, and they are the laſt body againit whom I ſhould infiſt 
upon it. Requeſting therefore, that when the exalted of their 
body complain of encroachment, they may extend to others 
that indulgence which they themſelves (it appears) ſometimes 
ſtand in need of, —T ſhall wave the irregularity of the attack, 
and ſuppoſe the parochial clergy of Munſter to have come for- 
ward in a ſhape in which they are not expoſed to a cenſure, but 
entitled to an anſwer.— Tie a matter of anxiety to know what is 
the evil they advance to combat—they ſtate it, Leſta n anony- 
mous pamphlet ſhould, in their own province, prejudice them 
in the opinion of men unacquainted with their perſons or mode- 
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ration.” If by ſuch they mean people of the other provinces, 
I do not ſee how the parochial clergy of Munſter can be ſpe. 
cially affected in their own province, by the opinion of men who 
live out of it; but, if they wiſh to recommend themſelves to 
ſuch, if the opinion of ſuch men is worth their attention, the 
parochial clergy of Munſter muſt take meaſures very different 
from the manifefto—they muſt agree to an exemption for the 
potatoes of the peaſant ; they muſt agree to an exemption for 
the flax of the manufacturer; they muſt accede to a modus, not 
a manifeſto.— But, if the parochial clergy of Munſter are indif- 
ferent about the opinion of the other provinces, and by men un- 
acquainted with their perſons and moderation, I mean their own, 
pariſhioners, I marvel] much that theſe grave and enlightened 
men ſhould alledge fo flight and ſarcaſtic a cauſe for their momen- 
tous interpoſition, aſſigning, on the firſt ſuppoſition, a very ina- 
dequate, on the ſecond ſuppoſition, a very extraordinary, and on 
neither the real cauſe for their manifeſto. When a great body 
condeſcends to give a reaſon for its proceedings, that reaſon 
ſhould be excellent; and rather than have offered ſuch a one as 
they have ſubmitted, I think the parechial clergy of Munſter 
had more conſulted their dignity, by afligning no reaſon at all— 
by reſting every thing on their authority, and by ſtanding forth 
in the public prints, a great name without an argument. 
Having profeſſed ſuch an object for interpoſing, the parochial 
clergy of Munſter endeavour to accompliſh that object by a ma- 
nifeſto, declaring that the prices ſet forth in the ſpeech alluded 
to, do greatly exceed the prices demanded by the clergy of Mun- 
ſter, and are groſs miſrepreſentations. Here it becomes of mo- 
ment, to know what are theſe prices ſet forth in the ſpeech. I 
do not find, the ſpeech relies on prices for wheat, which exceed 
16s. the acre, or on prices for potatoes, which exceed 278. the 
Plantation acre. But ſuch prices, or any thing near ſuch prices, 
are bad enough in all conſcience. Whether the prices are 108. for 
wheat, or 13, 14, 16, 20, or 278. the acre, for potatoes, they are 
unconſcionable. I agree with the parochial clergy of Munſter, 
in their honeſt indignation at the peruſal of ſuch charges they 
are enormous, uncharitable, and unchriſtian: the next queſtion 
is, where theſe charges have been found? In the returns of the 
judge, or of the proper officer, appointed by the proper court to 
try bills or petitions under the compenſation act; charges, which 
by the act muſt be the uſual charges of three years back, and 
which muſt be verified by affidavit ; ſo that this manifefto is no- 
thing more than a declaration, that the prices reported by the 
judges or triers, and verified by the oath of the parſons, or their 
witneſſes, do greatly exceed the real prices, and are groſs falſe · 
hoods; that is, that the witneſſes in theſe caſes concerned for the 
clergy, have been guilty of perjury- But as this is impoſlible, 
ve muſt ſuppoſe, that theſe prices are not chargeable with falſc- 
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hood, but ſo chargeable with exceſs, that they become incredi- 
ble from their enormity; and thus this declaration of the paro- 
chial clergy of Munſter, is nothing more than a manifeſto againſt 
the exactions of their own body. Theſe clergymen,—theſe 
tithe-farmers,—or theſe tithe- proctors, who have recovered un- 
der this act, and who by themſelves or their witneſſes, have ſworn 
to ſuch ſcandalous charges, ſhould take notice, that they. are 
proclaimed by the parochial clergy of Munſter, at the annual 
viſitation aſſembted ;—that the prices demanded by ſaid perſons, 
are proclaimed and ſtigmatiſed, and publicly diſavowed and re- 
probated by the biſhops and the clergy of the province of Mun- 
ſer, at tneir annual viſitation afſembled ;—that theſe prices are 
pronounced not only to exceed what they themſelves demand, 
but to exceed their demand in a very high degree—to be not only 
exorbitant charges, but incredible calumnies—— Miraculous !— 
that the clergy of Munſter, with their fix biſhops, unconſciouſly 
led, but bappily influenced, meaning only to attack a member of 
parliament, ſhould, by a blind—but heaven- directed zeal, pro- 
nounce eccleſiaſtical and epiſcopal judgment againft unconſciona- 
ble tithe. See the firſt fruits of the zeal of a layman, and the 
temerity of a biſhop. | 3 

The parochial clergy of Munſter, having in the firſt paragraph 
of their manifeſto, affirmed a univerſal propofition—arg adviſed 
in the ſecond, to give that paragraph a contradiction. They are 
of opinion—that the prices ſet forth in the ſpeech, and denied 
in the manifeſto, may exiſt notwithſtanding ; but if they do, 
they are only apparently high, and are really juſtifiable.—In the 
firſt paragraph, they are adviſed to decide againſt their exiſtence 


* 


and moderation.— They greatly exceed the prices demanded— 


they are falſe they are calumnious.” In the ſecond, they are 
adviſed to change their opinions with reſpe& to both ;—they may 

not be falſe—they may be juſtifiable the contradiction is of 
little moment; the juſtification muſt be obſerved upon: is 12, 
13, 14, 15, 20, 278. an acre for potatoes, juſtifiable ?—Have 
the provincial clergy of Munſter, with ſix biſhops at their head, 
come forth to tell us this ?—Have the parochial clergy of Mun- 
ſter, come forth to excuſe extortion ?—Do the parochial clergy 
of Munſter defign by fuch a juſtification, to recommend them- 
ſelves either in or out gf their province, to thoſe who are, or to 
thoſe who are not, acquainted with their perſons, and who are 
yet to be acquainted with their moderation? I did hope, that 
the parochial clergy of Munſter, at their annual viſitation aſſemb- 
led, would have held a different language, and inſtead of reading 
newſpapers, or anſwering pamphlets, would have employed thoſe 
ſage and ſacred moments to reſtrain exaction, and to animadvert 
on improper miniſters —Here I ſee and lament that fatal ſpirit 
of corps, which arms the enemies, and diſcomfits the real friends 
ef the church. The reverend and learned body read in the pam- 
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phlet, certain figures of unjuſt prices, with natural indignation. 
But they were brought to recollect, that theſe prices might be 
the charges of a brother churchman. In their capacity, as men 
and gentlemen, they abhor in their corporate capacity as prieſts, 
they are adviſed to apologize hence a confuſion of ſtyle from a 
diſtraction of fentiment—hence the printer, who puts down the 
figures of certain prices is guilty—the miniſter who exacts them 
innocent. A piece of money, which in numbers tells as ex- 
action, being depoſited in the pious hand of a ſpiritual paſtor, 
undergoes a fort of tranſubſtantiation, and is only apparently 
high, while the clerical offender is acquitted by a miracle, and 
this miraculous benefit of clergy 1s extended to the lay, as well 
as the ecclefiaſtical owners of tithe; and to all the low and 
wretched train of perſons of various profeſſions and religions, 
connected with its collection. I excuſe the zeal of the parochial 
clergy of Munſter—I ſay nothing of their diſcretion. 1 applaud 
the firſt motions of their heart am ſure the majority of them 
fcorn to practiſe what they are influenced to extenuate : but do 
not theſe worthy men perceive, that while they infiſt on the mo- 
deration of ſuch practices, they may bring into queſtion, the mo- 
deration of their own principles, and teach the public to fear, 
leſt theſe prices, which are now the ſubjeQ of their defence, may 
become hereafter the object of their imitation ? The progreſs 
of exaction is well known: rom general indignation to ſpecial 

cration—from ſpecial toleration to general adoption, I own I 
fee the neceſſity of my bill ov, emphatically zow—juſt at the 
critical period before thoſe high charges have become a general 
practice; and when they begin to receive a degree of counte- 
nance—when the balance of charity trepidates in epiſcopal hands 
hen Exaction has not loſt all her native horrors, and yet is 

rowing ſomewhat familiar to their eyes—is only apparently 
bigh-—probably juſtifiable. 

The parochial clergy of Munſter proceed : they ſay, they do 
not believe, that in the whole province of Munſter, there exiſt, 
of prices unuſually bigh, three or even two inſtances. The pa- 
rochial clergy of Munfter, do not believe, that throughout the 
whole province of Munſter, in the counties of Cork, Tipperary, 
Limerick, Kerry, or Clare, in all the 3 lay, as well as 
eceleſiaſtic, among all the owners of tithe, clergymen, lay- im- 
propriators, tithe-proCtors, tithe farmers, or ſub-tithe farmers, 
there exiſt of prices unuſually high, three or even two inſtances. 
I reſpe& the parochial clergy, and marvel, that fo grave a body 
ſhould have been induced to commit itſelf on ſo extraordinary an 
aſſertion. | h 

The declaimers for tithe have repreſented the landlords of 
Ireland as extortioners, theſe are the lay-impropriators—the 
fame declaimers have repreſented the middle-men as extortion- 
ers, theſe are the tithe-farmers : do theſe deſcriptions of men, 
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the landlords, who are extortioners, the middle-men, who are 
extortioners, put on a new nature when they come in contact 
with tithe, and derive the virtue of moderation from the conta- 
gion of a property the beſt formed to prompt, reward, and con- 
ceal exaction This is infallibility ! denied indeed to the doc- 
trine of the prieſthood, but now transferred to the property of 
the church. Here again breaks out that ſpirit of corps, which 
always expoſes the church; there is no extravagant concluſion to 
which it will not lead men in certain ſituations, though of ex- 
cellent underſtandings. But, to wave the raſhneſs of ſuch an 
aſſertion, had not the parochial clergy of Munſter their | own ex- 
perience to dire& them? Had they never made the ratage or 
value of church-benefices any part of their private meditation ? 
Had they not the returns admitted to be made in 1786, to direct 
them? There, every where, they could have diſcovered their 
error. What! in the whole province of Munſter they do not 
believe that of prices unuſually high there exiſt three or even 
two inſtances? Admit their poſition, and they are ruined; all 
are alike, 128. 148. 168. 20s. or 278. the acre, for potatoes, are, 
according to this, not the unuſual charges of a few, but the 
extortions of all. Never was ſuch an attack publiſhed againſt 
the Southern clergy, as this manifeſto propagated by themſelves ; 
and, left ſuch a paper ſhould extend or deſcend to prejudice the 
clergy with the preſent and with future times, let me interpoſe a 
moment, and reſcue their character from their vindication; una- 


ble as I find myſelf in this ſtep to ſupport their diſcretion, let 


me ſay ſomething in favour of their truth and moderation; and, 


in contradiction to the firſt paragraph of their manifeſto, let me 
aſſure you, that the prices ſworn to by ſome of the clergy, or 
their witneſſes, however high, were truly ſet forth by the ſame ; 
but, let me add, in contradiction to the third paragraph, that 
thoſe prices were unuſually high ; the extortions of the particular 
men, not of the body in general ; and, for the ſake of the body 
in general, and the. individuals in particular, let me hope their 
manifeſto may meet with but little regard. 

Having ceaſed to aſſert, the manifeſto proceeds to interrogate. 
When a grave and reſpectable body of men propound queſtions, 
they deferve anſwers, even though the queſtions themſelves are 
of little moment. The parochial clergy of Munſter interrogate, 
whether a want of moderation in ſome (ſuppoſing, what they do 
not allow, ſuch want to exiſt) beſpeaks a want of moderation in 
all ; without adverting to the rules of logic, and conſulting mere- 
ly the charaQer of the clergy of the South, particularly ſome of 
the ſubſcribers, I ſhould immediately anſwer in the negative ; but, 
if I paid any attention to the manifeſto, I ſhould anſyer in the 
affirmative ; becauſe, in part of that unlucky production, I find 
that the exactions of the few, though not according to the prac- 
tice, da not appear ſufficiently offenſive to the principles of the 
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many, but are ſtated as probably juſtifiable; it is therefore only 
by rejecting their Defence that we can anſwer their queſtion to 
their ſatisfaction or their credit. The parochial clergy of Mun- 
ſter aſk, whether the want of moderation in ſome (if any) will 
account for the indiſcriminate attack made on the body ?—To 
this queſtion I lament that no anſwer can be given, becauſe all 
enquiry was, and is now reliſted by ſome of that very quarter from 
whence the queſtion has proceeded. We cannot determine, 
however we may ſurmiſe, that high charges in ſome inſtances on 
peaſants ſubſiſtence, tithed in no other part of Ireland, might 
have excited diſcontents which go generally beyond the region of 
their cauſes, and ſpread by contagion. The parochial clergy 
of Munker aſk, whether the want of moderation, if any, in 
ſome, will juſtify every ſpecies of violence, combination, and ex- 
action? To whom do they apply this queſtion ? To government, 
who gave them troops—to the legiſlature, that gave them a riot- 
 at—and a whiteboy- act, and a magiſtracy and two compenſati- 
on- acts? — Are the parochial clergy of Munſter aware of the 
force, the influence, the expence, and the high penal nature of 
theſe meaſures? And how the conſtitution bled, and the ſprings 
of juſtice well nigh cracked, while we liſtened to ſuch ſuggeſti- 
ons? Do ] condemn them? No. After ſome neceſſary quali- 
ſications and amendment, I voted for moſt of them. Whatever 
right the reſt of the community may have to expoſtulate with 
me on this ſubject, they have none. I voted, under the preſſure 
of the times, for temporary coercion, before enquiry; and I did 
hope the clergy would not have oppoſed me in moving for ſubſe- 
quent enquiry, to prevent the continuation and repetition of 
_ coercion. —The parochial clergy of Munſter aſk, whether exac- 
tion will juſtify outrage? I own I am at a loſs to diſcover their 
provocation for ſuch an interrogatory. Verſed, as they certain- 
I; are, in the ſcience of ethics, they undoubtedly muſt know, 
that cyimes juſtify their puniſhment, not one another, —Exaction 
will not juſtify robbery, nor robbery exaction. When the 
Bauthern clergy applied to government for troops, to the legiſla- 
ture for capital puniſhments, they ſaid, . Suppreſs the inſur- 
gent by arms, puniſh the robber by death,“ and we liſtened to 
them. — When they come forth a ſecond time, with a tarniſhed 
diſplay of pait ſufferings, and with a peeviſh interrogatory, 
„Whether exaction will juſtify every ſpecics of cruelty,” they 
mean nothing; or, they do mean * Be tender of the exater—do 
not enquire into his tranſgreſſions— let his ſufferings be a ſet-off 
zgainſt his oſſences:“ and here we cannot liſten to them; other- 
wiſe, civil ſociety, contrary I am ſure to their intentions, would 
ceaſe to he a ſyitem of reward and puniſhment, and would be- 
come nothing more than a ſcale of iniquity ; from exaction to 
tumult, and from tumult ſupprefſed, to exaction triumphant ! 
diſguſting extremes !—A biſhop bawling for tithe, or a whiteboy 
for rcbellion. | 
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The parochial clergy of Munſter aſk, Whether a want of mo- 
deration in ſome, will juſtify a crimination of the whole body ? 
which crimination they affirm to be the great object and end of 
the ſpeech alluded to.—To this moſt ſerious and unmerited re- 
flectiou, I anſwer, that I did arraign mavy of the tithe farmers, 
many of the tithe-proctors, and ſome of the clergy of the South; 
but that I did not arraign the majority of the latter deſcription, 
on the contrary, declared I preſumed the majority to be inno- 
cent. I may add, that ſome of their ſubſcribing dignitaries 
were preſent ; the manifeſto then is liable to this obſervation, that 
it has brought forward the miſrepreſentation of my ſpeech, and 
that it has omitted to bring forward the fact. I am glad, how- 
ever, that the parochial clergy of Munſter, by their queſtion, 
declare they diſapprove of general charges, founded on ſome par- 
ticular inſtances; but this conceſſion will ſubje&t them to a 
keen retort from various deſcriptions of his majeſty's ſubjects: 
and firſt, from all the peaſantry of Munſter, who will aſks, 
Whether the turbulence of ſome peaſants, juſtified a certain 
quarter in reſiſting an enquiry into the diſtreſſes of the body at 
large ? and whether thoſe exceſſes juſtified the declaimers for tithe 
in repreſenting the peaſantry of Munſter as one vaſt confederated 

piſh banditti ?—lIt will expoſe them to another queſtion from 
the landlords of Ireland, who may af, Whether the rack-rent 
of ſome, juſtified thoſe declaimers for tithe in repreſenting the 
landlords of Ireland in general as extortioners ?—Irt will expoſe 
them to another queſtion from all the preſbyterians, who may 
aſk, Whether the riſing of ſome popiſh peaſants in the South, 
juſtified the advocates for tithes in proclaiming the preſbyterians 
of the North, and indeed the whole preſbyterian community, as 
labouring under an incapacity of being ſincere friends to the con- 
ſtitution? It will expoſe them to another queſtion from all the 
Roman Catholics, who will aſk, Whether ſuch riſings as above, 
juſtified the advocates for tithes in repreſenting the whole Catho- 
lic community as inimical to the conſtitution, and incredible on 
their oaths? What deſcription of ſubjects that has not been tra- 
duced ? What character that has not been outraged? Offend their 
God, and ſome men will abſolve ; offend their property, and they . 
perſecute.—T am glad that the parochial clergy of Munſter have 
felt the impropriety, though I ſhould be ſorry they ever ſhould 
feel the laſh of general reffections, founded on particular inftances ; 
and I ſincerely hope it will be a leffon to ſome of their biſhops _ 
in future not to make, and a leſſon to ſome of the clergy not to 
countenance ſuch general reflection. I agree with the parochial 
clergy of Munſter ſuch reflections are matter of cenſure in a 
printer but I go a ſtep further—1 do not think them matter of 
thankſgiving in a biſhop, | 

The parochial clergy of Munſter complain, that all means have 
been uſed to give currency to unmerited cenſure, and to impoſe a 
ſtigma on the clergy of Munſter. —They are right, but let them 
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direct their complaints to the proper objects let them turn to 
thoſe who helped certain ponderous publications on their ſide, 
through a ſeries of heavy editions: let them turn to their own 
hot and hazardous pilots : let them expoſtulate with their own 
ſtars, thoſe cloudy luminaries, under whoſe angry influence wor- 
thy men have ſought thoſe rocks on which they fear, vainly I 
hope, the wreck of their reputation. Let them turn to thoſe 
who adviſed ſome amongſt them to reſiſt the intereſt of the ma- 
nufaQurer, by petitioning againſt a modus for flax; to reſiſt the 
Intereſt of the huſhandman, by petitioning againſt a bill for the 
improvement of barren land ;—to thoſe who attempted to com- 
mit the eftabliſhed church, with the whole Catholic community, 
by declaring the individuals who compoſe it to be incredible on 
oath, and with the whole preſbyterian community, by declaring 
both to be inimical to the conſtitution of the realm. Turn to 
thoſe who ſpirited up worthy men to expreſs their approbation of 
ſuch iliaudable productions. — Turn to thoſe. who have now ſpi- 


nted up grave and worthy men to come forward with this empty 


manifeſto.— The clergy, no doubt, have reaſon to complain of 


the paper war; they have found, in a country where reaſon may 


write, the palm is not to the powerful; their antagoniſts have 
reached them, but the worſt wound came from their own quar- 
ter; the pompous folly, the dogmatical and intolerant ſpirit, the 
falſe alarm ſpread, the unfounded charge made, the want of diſ- 
cretion, the want of decorum, and the want of temper.— There 
is ſomething which diſtinguiſhes an eccleſiaſtical war on the ſub- 
je& of property; a miraculous degree of perſeverance, a marvel- 
tous portion of fire, a certain turbulence of zeal, and an appetite 
for the thing in controverſy, which is not only keen but fero- 
cious. However, if their own publications have hurt them, the 
injury is not great ; none of them have been read, that are not 
now forgotten; the brief children of temporal defires, they have 
taſted of death, even in the life time of their ghoſtly fathers. 
To the nobility and gentry of Munſter, the parochial clergy 
appeal. —Why not the poor? do not they pay tithe? do not 
their potatoe gardens pay tithe ? The Saviour of man would not 
have paſſed them by. Had he only appealed to the nobility and 
gentry of Judza, he muſt have overlooked his own apoſtles.— 
Had the parochial clergy of Munſter been left to themſelves, 
their appeal would have taken a more evangelic direction; but 
when potentates preſcribe, when certain dignitaries, long in the 
habits of courtly application ſuggeſt, the parochial clergy are 
controlled, and thoſe right reverend ſpiritual politicians preſent, 
as uſual, their faces to the great, and habitually turn from the 
poor and the Lord: they overlook Lazarus expiring at their 
feet, and call on Dives to give his ſenſe on the ſubject of charity. 
Have the parochial clergy forgotten, that, by ſome of their own 


writers, theſe noblemen and gentlemen have been repreſented as 


Mo. ER 


the patron of exaction, though now the poor are referred to 


them, as the arbiters of moderation.— I am ſure the landed in- 


tereſt was groſsly miſrepreiented, I am glad the parochial clergy 
of Munſter are ſenſible of it. But it is not ſuch men that can 
eſtabliſh the clergy's character for moderation, becauſe ſuch men 
are ſeldom the object of their exaction; it is the poor, to whom 
they do not appeal, it is the cottager's voice, the peaſant's teſti. 
mony z or, (ſince he is not allowed to be credible on oath) his 
ſimple affirmative; or, (ſince he muſt not ſpeak his native lan- 
guage) his hands uplifted in their favour : theſe are the beſt wit- 
neſſes to prove the moderation of the clergy of Munſter. 

The parochial clergy of Munſter inform you, that the church is 
attacked—they tell you more, that religion 1s attacked ; and they 
tell you how, becauſe an attack, as they conceive, has been made 
on themſelves. They annex the exiſtence of the church, and the 
divinity of religion, to the importance of their own perſons. — 
With every reſpect for the parochial clergy of Munſter, I cannot 
accede to the irreverent and vulgar familiarity with which con- 
troverſialiſts on their ſide are prone to introduce and make com- 
mon cauſe with the Almighty.—Let bigots rail, let polemics re- 
vile, let headlong zealots vociferate, but the parochial clergy of 
Munſter will agree with me, that licentiouſneſs ſhould be confined 


to the human ſpecies, and that the majeſty of the Godhead ſhould * 


remain inviolate. What, is there nothing in our religion, no- 
thing in its external, nothing in its internal evidence, nothing in 
its miracles, prophecies, propagation, doctrine, and dition, to 
raiſe its Author above the poſhbility of being affected by the pa- 
per war, and wretched controverſy, in which ſome idle ecclefiaf- 
tics may have involved themſelves ?—He has prevailed againſt 


greater enemies, the pride of the high prieſt—the ſervility of 


the biſhop. But it ſhould ſeem that it was not religion which 
ſupported the parſon, but the parſon that ſupported religion. — 
The error, however, is natural and common; the politician 
thinks the ſtate reſts on his ſhoulders, and the dignified divine 
imagines the church and the Chriſtian religion—the firmament 
and ftarry ſphere to dance round his perſon and property.—lt is 
a matter of curiofity to know what, on the preſent occaſion, has 
endangered the Chriſtian religion; an anonymous pamphlet 
againſt tithe, and a motion to enquire into the ſufferings of the 
poor—for this is the Godhead brcnght out from his ſhrine, and 
expoſed as an outwork in defence of church property. How- 
ever, if their religion is ſo connected with every ſtep > take, 
they have the remedy within themſelves—let them agret to ſuch 
acts as will benefit the community—or let them ceaſe to oppoſe 
every act that has a tendency to relieve or to enquire —Once 
more J offer a public enquiry—I ſolicit once more redreſs for the 
peaſantry of this country,—I offer a bill appointing commithon- 
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ers for that ſalutary purpoſe—Do the clergy of Munſter decline 


the offer? What, are they afraid of an enquiry ? Will they ſhel- 


ter themſelves under a court? Have they come forth with a ma- 
nifeſto, and do they now deprecate an examination? Once more 
1 offer it, —and J add, that if this bili ſhould paſs, and commiſ- 
fioners ſhould be appointed, the clergy will be made ſenſible that 
we are friends to the proviſion of the church, as well as to the 
relief of the people. | 


Mr. Mazcvs Brzesror ſaid he would oppoſe the bill, 


Mr. Georcs Poxsonsy ſaid that gentlemen muſt have en. 
tirely miſconceived the nature and tendency of the bill The bill, 
faid he, by no means goes to alarm or affect the rights of the 
clergy—it only goes to the appointing of commiſſioners, to en- 
quire into the ſtate of tithes in this kingdom, and to report a plan 
for aſcertaining the ſamie. Surely it cannot be ſaid, that this 
goes to alarm or affect the rights of the clergy —it is no ſuch thing. 
He obſerved, that the ſubje& of tithes was bighly deſerving the 
interference and conſideration of parliament, and it was a ſubje& 
of the greateſt national conſequence. 


Mr, Cyaruies O'Neir ſaid he could plainly perceive what 
the fate of this bill would be—the time was too early or too late 
for whether the people were quiet ro committing acts of vio- 


lence, there was nothing to be done to alleviate the diſtreſſes of 


the peaſantry in the South in reſpect to tithes. They cannot 
come to the bar of this houſe and ſtate their complaints; for 
them, he feared, there would be but few advocates, and from 
motives he ſhould be delicate to mention; but he apprehended 
that there were not a few lay-impropriators in this houſe. The 
clergy need not be afraid of enquiring into the ftate of tithes, 


and this bill is only laying a foundation for that enquiry. For 


theſe reaſons he ſhould vote for the ſecond reading of the bill. 


Sir Henxy Cavenorisn ſaid, he ſhould give his oppoſition to 
the bill, and to every bill of the kind, till the vote of agiltment 
ſhall be reſcinded from the journals. | 


On the Speaker putting the queſtion, that the bill be read a 
ſecond time on Monday the 25th of May inſtant, it was nega- 
tived without a diviſion. 


The houſe adjourned till the 25th of May inſtant. 


— 
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Monvay, May 25, 1789. 


A repreſentation of the people called Quakers, of the nation 


of Ireland, whoſe names are thereunto ſubicribed, was preſented 
to the houſe and read; ſetting forth, that they being collected, 


as uſual, from various parts of this kingdom in their national aſ- 
ſembly, upon the affairs of their religious ſociety, and for the 
promotion of true religion and virtue, and having for ſome time 
paſt conſidered it their duty, in the extenſion of that univerſal 
principle of benevolence which breathes good will to all men, to 
recommend to the members of their ſociety a particular atten- 
tion to the wants and the ftate of the poor inhabitants of this na- 
tion, and to adminiſter to their relief according to ability; the 
conſideration alſo of the great injury occaſioned, particularly to 
the lower claſs of people, by the immoderate uſe of ſpirituous 
Iiquors, and he increaſe of vice and profligacy of manners conſe- 
quent thereon, having deeply affected their minds, they apprehend 
it conſiſtent with that tender regard to the temporal and eternal 
welfare of their fellow- creatures, which the ſpirit of chriſtianity 
inſpires, reſpe&fully to repreſent to the houſe that the ſtate of 


many of the inhabitants of this land is rendered wretched by the 


mezns above-mentioned, and intreat the interference of the houſe, 
in order to reftrain a practice fo pregnant with evils of various. 
kinds, by taking ſuch mealures for the remedy thereof as ſhall 
ſeem mect. | 


The following meſſage was received from his excellency the 
lord lieutenant, by the yeoman uſher of the black rod : | 


& Mr. Speaker, | 
It is his excellency the lord lieutenant's pleaſure that this 
houſe do attend him immediately in the houſe of peers.” 


Accordingly the Speaker, with the houſe, went up to attend 
tis excellency the lord lieutenant in the houſe of peers, where the 
royal aſſent was given to the following bills: 


| PUBLECD BL Lb & 

1. An act for granting unto his majeſty, his heirs and ſuceeſ- 
ſors, an additional duty on hides, beer, ale, and other goods and 
merchandizes therein mentioned, and for prohibiting the importa- 
tion of all gold and ſilver lace, except of the manufacture of Great 


- Britain, and of all cambricks, lawns and glaſs, except of the ma- 


nufacture of Great Britain and France and the French dominions 
in Europe, and of all hops, except of the grawth of Great Britain 
and the Britiſh plantations. - | | 


2. An act for granting to his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
ſeveral duties therein mentioned, to be levied by the commiſ- 
doners for managing the ſtamp duties. 8 
Vor. IX. H h 
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3. An aft for granting unto his majeſty, his heirs and ſuccel- 


ſors, certain duties upon malt, 


4. An act for granting to his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
certain duties and rates upon the portage and conveyance of all 
letters and packets within this kingdom, 


5. An act for the promotion and encouragement of inland 
navigation, | 
6. An act for granting to his majeſty the duty therein men- 
tioned, to be paid to the truſtees of the Royal Exchange. 
7. An act for granting the ſum of 400ol. to the truſtees of the 
linen manufacture, and for other purpoſes. | 


8. An act for granting the ſeveral ſums therein mentioned 
for certain pious and charitable purpoics. | | 


9. An act for granting the fum of Cool. to the lord chancel 
Jor and chief judyes, for the purpoſes therein mentioned, 


10. An act for granting the ſum of 5000l. to the Dublin So- 
ciety, for the purpoſes therein mentioned. 


11. An act for puniſhing mutiny and deſertion, and for the 
better payment of the army aud their quarters within this kingdom, 

12. An act for continuing and amending certain laws hereto- 
fore made concerning his majeſty's revenue, and for the more 
effectually preventing of trauds therein. 

13. An act for amending the laws for improving and repairing 
the turnpike road from Dublin to Dunleer. 


14. An act to continue the effect of an act, entitled an act 
for the further amendment of the law relative to the regiſtering of 
freeholders. 


15. An act to amend an act paſſed in the twenty. ſeventh year 
of his majeity's reign, entitled an act for the better collection of 
his majeſty's revenue ariſing from forfeited recognizances, and to 
extend the proviſions thereof. 


16. An act for the more effeQual ſupport of the linen manu- 
facture in the ſeveral counties bordering on Lough Neagh, by 
making a communication between the ſaid Lough and the colli- 
eries of Drumglaſs in the county of Tyrone. 


17. An act to continue an act paſſed in the twenty-third and 
twenty - fourth years of the reign of his preſent majeſty, entitled 
an act for regulating the import of cinnamon, cloves, mace and 
nutmegs, and for the better collecting the duties thereon, 


18. An act for the better providing for the repairs of churches 
and the reſidence of the clergy. 


cv 
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19. An act for rendering more eſſectual two ſeveral acts, one 
paſſed in the twenty-ſixth year of his majeſty's reign, entitled an 
act for making, widening and repairing the road leading from tlie 
city of Dublin to Malahide, and for erecting turnpike gates and 
receiving tolls tliereout in aid of the barony preſentments, and for 
appointing truſtees for carrying the ſaid purpoſes into execution; 
and the other paſſed in the twenty-eighth year of his majeſty's 
reign, entitled an act for extending; to the roads leading to Dublin 
through Raheny and Clontarf the proviſions of an act paſſed in 
the twenty-ſixth year of his majeſty's reign, entitled an act for 
making, widening and repairing the road leading from Dublin to 
Malahide, and for erecting turnpike gates and receiving tolls 
thereout in aid of the barony preſentments, and for appointing 
truſtees for carrying the ſaid purpoſes into execution, and alſo for 
continuing the ſaid act. 


20. An act for amending an act, entitled an act for enabling 
certain perſons to carry on and complete the grand canal. 


21. An a& for the the better ſupplying the inhabitants of 
certain cities and towns with water. 


22. An act for preventing the commiſſion of waſte on the ſeve- 
ral commons in this kingdom. 


23. An act for the relief of perſons who have omitted to qua- 
lify themſelves according to law. | 


24. An act for continuing certain temporary ſtatutes. 


25. An act for the better enforcing the payment of the firſt 
fruits chargeable on the clergy of this kingdom. 


o BILE. 

1. An act to enable the right honourable Robert lord baron 
of Leitrim, the right honourable Henry Theophilus Clements, 
and Henry Clements, Eſq; committees. of George Montgomery 
cf Ballyconnell in the county of Cavan, Eſq; a lunatic, to make 
leaſes of the eſtates of the ſaid lunatic, | 


2. An act for velling the ſettled eſtate in the Queen's County, 
of the right honourable Sir John Painell, bart. in his ſecond, 
third, fourth and fifth ſons, in the ſame manner as if kis eldeſt 
ſon John Parnell had been dead without iſſue male, and for pro- 
viding a maintenance for the ſaid John Parnell during his life. 


3. An act for confirming and eſtabliſhing an agreement made 
between the truſtees named in the laſt will of Richard Jackſon, 
Eſq; deceaſed, and the ſurviving deviſees named in ſaid will, and 


the heir at law and widow of the ſaid Richard Jackſon, concern- 


ing the real and perſonal eſtates of the ſaid Richard Jackſon, and 
for incorporating the ſaid trultces, for the better execution of 
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the charitable purpoſes appointed by the ſaid will, and for other 
purpoſes. | 

And then his excellency was pleaſed to make the following 
ſpeech to both houſes of parliament : 


« My Lords and Gentlemen, | 

The buſineſs of this intereſting ſeſſion being concluded, T am 
happy to releaſe you from further attendance in parliament, and to 
communicate to you the ſtrongelt aſſurances of his majeſty's pa- 
ternal regard, and of the fatisfaction he feels in the growing proſ- 


perity of his people of Ireland. 


& Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 4 
In obedience to the king's commands I am to thank you in 
his majeſty's name for the ſupplies which you have granted for 
the public exigencies, and for the ſupport of his majeſty's govern- 
ment, and you may be aſſured of my care and attention to the 
proper application of them. N | 


«© My Lords and Gentlemen, 

J behold with the higheſt ſatisfaction the increaſing wealth 
and commerce of this kingdom, the natural effect of good order 
and of active induſtry, encouraged, protected and extended by the 
ſeveral ſalutary laws which from time to time have been enacted 
for thoſe purpoſes. I am happy to think that a permanent founda- 
tion is laid for the further improvement of the country by the act 
now paſſed for the promotion and encouragement of inland navi- 
gation; 2 ſyſtem which, connected with the proſperous ſtate of 
your agriculture, promiſes, with the bleſſing of Divine Providence, 
to ſecure to every part of the kingdom the fulleſt enjoyment of 
that eſſential article of your commerce, the trade of corn. 

« You well know how greatly the intereſts of the nation are 
forwarded by the preſervation of peace, and by the enforcing a 
due ſubmiſſion to the laws; and I have the moſt perfect confidence 
that, upon your return to your reſpective counties, you will im- 
preſs theſe 1deas on the minds of thoſe who look up to your ex- 
- ample, and are directed by your influence. My conduct ſhall be 
uniformly governed by every principle which can tend to promote 
the welfare and happineſs of Ireland.” ; 


And then the right honourable lord Earlsfort declared that it 
was his excellency the lord lieutenant's pleaſure that this parlia- 
hament be prorogued to Monday the 27th day of July next; and 
the parliament was accordingly prove Sab Monday the 27th 
day of July next, / RE. 9 \ 
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Wales, 8 


FirzHeRBERT, Mr. 3, 6, 23, 20, 84. 116. 
Frood, Sir Frederick, 66, 1 883 


Foxes, Mr. 136, 285. Moves that the Penſions to be granted 
on this Eſtabliſhment be limited to 80, oo0l. 297. 


Forrzirepd Recocxizaxces, Bill for enforcing brought in by 
the Attorney General, 320. 


FosrER, Mr. John William, 353. 
Fouxbrixd Hosrirar, Account of, 101. 
— — --, Petition of, 135. 


8. 


Gaxbix ER, Mr. 295, 371. 


Gaarrax, Mr. Enquires into the Documents concerning his 
Majeſty's Health, 6.— His Speech on the Motion for an Ad- 
dreſs to the Marquis of Buckingham, 10. —On the Regency 
Bill, 70, 72.— His Motion for a reform of the Police, 252; 
and a limitation of Penſions, 254.— His Speech on the Mo- 
tion for difabling Revenue Officers from voting at Elections, 
2380.—Oa the Police Eſtabliſhment, 417.—On the Bill for 
the Improvement of barren Lands, 436.—Preſents a Bill to 
appoint Commiſſioners to inquire into the State of Tithes, 
442, & ſeq 
Gaireirn, Mr. 7, 8, 389, 435. 


H. 


HamiLTon, Mr. Secretary, 22. 


—-, Mr. Junior, 283. 
Haxpy, Mr. 70, 196, 260, 288, 412, 
Harry, Mr. 340, 353, 389, 411. 
HarTSTONGE, Sir Henry, 348. 
Haren, Mr. 346. 


D E 
Haves, Mr. 271, 432. 
HearTHmoner, Motions for regulating, 429. 

Hexzzrr, John, Petition of, 328. 

HewiTt, Mr. Serjeant, 143. 

 Hinzrnian Making Nurstey, Account of, 102, 

HoßAR T, Major, 46, 92, 183, 264, 284, 432. 

Horus, Mr. 127, 144, 283. 

Hose1TaAL, St Patrick's, Account of the Governors of, 110. 


HuTcuinson, Sir Francis, objects to the Mode intended by 
SGoverument for reducing the Intereſt of the Stocks, 227. 


— - » Colonel, 392. 


I and J. 
IndusTRY, Account of the Governors of the Houſe of, 104. 


JoctLyNn, Lord, preſents to the Houſe a Liſt of Penſions on 
the Civil Eſtabliſhment, 163 & /egg. on the — Eſta- 
bliſhment, 177. 


Jonxsůox, Mr. 62, 184, 363, 377. 
JoxzEs, Mr. William Todd, 26, 119. 


3 
KRARN FV, Mr. 116, 127, 143, 284, 312, 401. 
Keine, Mary, Petition of, 428. 


KitrwarLin, Lord, moves for an Addreſs of Thanks to the 
Marquis of Buckingham, 2 


KincsBoROUGH, Lord, moves for an Addreſs to his Majeſty 
on his Recovery, 317. 


Knox, Hon. Mr. 319. 
Kyan, Mr. 100. 


LaxGrisHe, Sir Hercules, 93. 


| LaToucuas, Mr. 317, 338. 

LawLEss, Sir NICHOLAS, 184. | 

Lindsty, Thomas Bucknell, Eſq; Petition of, 329. 
Lines MANUFACTURE, Account of the Truſtees of, 105. 
Vor. IX. K k 
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| 1 Mr. preſents the Reports of the Commiſſioners of 
Accounts, 98. 


Loxv LisuTENAxTt's Speech, 1.—He refuſes to tranſmit the 
Addreſs to the Prince of Wales, 119. 


Lowruatr, Mr. 306. 
Lrixc-ix-HosrirAr, general Account of the Governors of, 
100. | 
M. 
Mail Coacnes, Petitions concerning, 341, 394. 


Maso, Mr. 14, 29, 127, 156, 178. —Reports from the Com- 
mittee for railing Supplies, 196, 229. — Oppoſes the Bill for 
diſabling Perſons enjoying Penſions from being elected Mem- 
bers of Parliament, 275. 


Morvxrux, Mr. 44, 180.—Speaks in favour of the Police 
Eſtabliſhment, 403. 


MonTcontey, Mr. 27. 

| N. 
NygriLLe, Mr. 152, 393, 428. 

OL 
O' Baikx, Sir Lucius, 85, 342, 404. 
Ocirvit, Mr. 401. 
O'‚Han a, Mr. 27, 67, 180, 183, 434. 
O' Nett, Mr. Charles, 144, 290, 327, 339. 
-, Mr. John, 146. See alſo Delegates. 

— „John, Petition of, 322. 


O Reirrv, Meſſrs. Proprietors of the Arrigna Iron Works, 
Petition of, 179. 


Oszoxxr, Sir Thomas, 401. 


ü E. 

Pazsoxs, Mr, expreſſes his Doubts whether the Marquis of 
Buckingham was authorized to meet Parliament on the open- 
ing of the Seſſion, 5 —His Speech on the Regency Bill, 121. 
— Oppoſes Mr. Grattan's Motion for a Reformation of the 

Police Eſtabliſhment, 254. 


Paving Commiss10nERs, Account of, 103. 
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Pexsiox BILL, Debates on, 312 & /z9g. | 
Prxsioxs, a Liſt of, preſented by Lord Jocelyn, 163 £&& ſegg. 
PerssE, William, Petition of, 270. 
Pery, Mr. 16, 341. 


Pol x, Mr. = Weſley, oppoſes the Addreſs to the Prince of 
Wales, 8 


PoLice, 5 of, examined as to the Charges i in their 
Accounts, 109, 


„Petition of the principal Inhabitants of the City of 
Dublin againſt the Eſtabliſhment of, 363. 


PoxsonBy, Mr. George, 3, 182, 264, 295, 331, mY 400. 
„Mr. William, 22. | 
Price, Mr. 294. 


4 
Recency, > THE. 00 concerning the, during bis Majeſty's In- 
diſpoſition, 36 eg. 119 & egg 
Revrxvue Orricess, Petition of, 363. 
RowLey, Mr. Hercules Langford, 155, 433- 
| 8. 
SAUNDERSON, Mr. 194. 


SECRETARY OF OTATE, 24, 65 —Hi Speech on the * 
Bill, zoo. 


SHannon River, Petition of ihe Undertakers fas: making navi- 
gable, 273. 


SHERIDAN, Mr. his Speech on the Regency Bill, 42.—Preſents 
to the Houſe a Bill for puniſhing Mutiny and Defſertion, 229. 


SKERRET, Hyacinth, Petition of, 270. 

SMITH, Mr. Michael, 81, 370. 

SOLICITOR GENERAL, Mr. 15, 391, 402. 

SPEECH of his Excellency the Marquis of Buckingham, 1, 316. 
STame DuTiEs, 230 H ſegq. | 


STAPLEs and CAULFIELD, Meſſts. Proprietors of Colliers Pe- 
tition of, 156. 


STEWART, Mr. 375. See alſo Delegates. 
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TronmesoNn, Skeffington, Petition of, 318. 
Trent, Mr. 372. ; 
Trunks, Mr. Grattan's Bill for inquiring into the State of, 442. 


Toles, Mr. Serjeant, 286, 332, 407. 5 
Txtncn, Mr. Supports the Motion for an Addreſs of Thanks 
to his Excellency, 2. $ 
. | 
i U. # 
Uxiacxe, Mr. 391. | * 
| W. k 


Warren, Alderman, 416. 
WesTsy, Mr. 288. 8 a 
Wexrorp, Petition of the Inhabitants of, 273. 


E Le Petition of the Directors oſ the Charity School oh 
8. 


Worrz. See Attorney General. 
—. Mr. John, 347. . 


